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From Pastor Hope

Have you ever gone to a play? One of my favorite parts of a play is at the
end where everyone comes and takes a bow. I love it because it brings
sharp focus back to reality and brings attention to all those people who
make the play possible, especially those who you didn’t see during the play.
There is a whole lot of stuff that we are able to see going on all around the
church. We’re nowhere close to the height of season and yet there are
already activities and connections happening all throughout the week that
are then strengthened on Sunday mornings. These things don’t just happen.
There are quite a few people working behind the scenes to make sure that
what we see and experience is fruitful and life-giving.
I want to highlight a couple of those groups of people. Of course, there is the
session. They are the ones who make sure that bills get paid, airconditioners get replaced, and new mission partners are established.
There’s also the Fellowship Team, who coordinates all kinds of activities and
provides hospitality during various worship services. Each Connect 8 group
has a coordinator as well. These individuals reach out to at least 7 other
folks to set up dates and times to meet and fellowship together. We now
also have the Kirkwood Cares team that is quietly reaching out to our
regular members and providing gentle, loving support.
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So, then the question becomes what is the Vision Team doing? You may
remember that the Vision Team has 4 areas of ipriority that they are working
through. That first area is discipleship. If you have been in church during the
month of September, you will have noticed that I am preaching about the
marks of a disciple. Pastor Sung has recently started a small discipleship
group for the younger men of the church in throws of establishing life and
raising children. I am focused on more and more one-on-one meetings with
individuals to encourage spiritual growth and discipleship. So, that is priority
#1.
But, there are also 3 other priorities. 2 & 3 involve our staffing situation and
our property usage. The Vision Team presented a staffing plan that the
session approved this month. We must wait on the Presbytery of Peace
River to give us final approval before we can move forward. The goal is to
have that in place at the start of 2019.
The other priority that the Vision Team has addressed and has received
concurrence from the session on is the need to bring in an architect to
evaluate our current space and help us to prepare for our future needs. I am
acutely aware that anytime there is a possibility of “change” on the table, it
has the potential to create some anxiety. Here’s what I want you to know...
Continued on page 2

www.facebook.com
/biggreenchurch
BE THE CHURCH

PAGE 2
Continued from page 1

First, our church has changed tremendously in the last decade. And consistently, we have done so
with a phenomenal amount of grace. I attribute this to the prayerful work that has gone into living
through these changes and also to the transparent communication that has come with them. With
that in mind, please know that everyone’s goal is to maintain our three distinct worship services.
Everyone also needs to be honest in admitting that The Well is continuing to grow and is on pace to
outgrow the current configuration of Pfrangle Hall by next year. On the flipside, the Traditional
Service does not benefit from being in a space that is much too large for their attendance. I suppose
it would just be easy to flip the two, but it is not – for a multitude of reasons. And so, we want to
bring in an architect who can help us to see possibilities that no one on the session, the vision team,
or even the congregation is qualified to speak to. We are aware that every person in the life of this
church is going to have opinions and preferences on what the spaces are ultimately going to look
like. Right now, we are not in a place to even get to that discussion until we know what is physically
possible with what we have. Consider it a time of taking inventory before determining if additional
stock needs to be added. But, there is something that each of us can actively do while we are
waiting for that information. We can remember that the reason our church is even having to have a
discussion about planning for growth is because we all committed to the vision of “BE the Church”
years ago. And, what “Be the Church” means is confessing that the church is the people, not the
property.
That’s why all of these connections and relationships that I’ve been talking about these last few
months are so important. We’re in this together and we value each other far more than the color of
the carpet in any of our buildings.
I’ve already rambled on long enough for this month, so I’ll address priority #4 (Pastoral Care) next
month. It’s just important to all of us to bring attention to those who are working so hard and so
diligently behind the scenes so that everyone who is touched by the life of this church can see the
brilliant and beautiful things that God is doing in this place.
In the Grip of Grace,

Pastor Hope
ADULT CLASS STARTING
OCTOBER 7TH
“I believe” - a study on the Apostles' Creed,
What does it mean to be a person of faith? How is that
different from just being a "good person"? Who is God
and Jesus and the Holy Spirit? And why does church matter so much? Glad you asked!
Come attend a six week class on why Christians believe what they believe through a line-by-line
study of the Apostles' Creed. This class will offer you the opportunity to solidify and clarify your
faith.
Starting Sunday, October 7th @ 10 AM and going through November 11th. This class will be taught
by Mary Beth McSwain, a local pastor who has been worshiping with our congregation. To register
please sign up at the church or call 941-794-6229 or office@kpcbradenton.org
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Fellowship

So now we can officially say “It’s Fall” and make plans for things that seem “fallish”. Pumpkin patches are
showing up, real apple cider is on sale in places where fall vegies are being displayed and some of our
snowbirds have actually been seen returning to their Florida nests. It must be getting time for the Church’s
annual picnic, don’t ya’ think?
The plans are being made as you read. The date has been chosen, Sunday, October 21st, the time, 4:00 pm to
7:00 pm and the place, Palma Sola Park, 7815 40th Ave. W., Bradenton. (Located on 40th Ave. W. off of 75th
Street W.) Hot dogs and burgers and drinks are provided. Everyone brings a dish to share, either sides such as
beans, salads, chips and especially desserts. Now here’s the part where you come in. We need a committee to
set up and tear down. It’s not hard nor does it take a lot of time, but if we don’t have a crew,….. You know
where this is headed. To volunteer, either call the church office, 941-794-6229 during the week or call me
direct, 941-243-3096. It’s a great way to meet others and to get a good look at all the food before we eat.
There’s another event sponsored by the Fellowship Committee this fall. Look for information elsewhere in
this newsletter about a Golf Outing being planned for the first Saturday in November. If you are a golfer this
is a great day to spend with others. You might even pick up a new golfing buddy who has your exact golfing
skills.
Connect 8 groups have taken off this fall. Watch for pictures of the groups on the church’s Facebook page.
This is another great way to meet new friends at Kirkwood. Like my mom used to tell me eons ago, “If you
want to make friends, you have to mingle, mingle, mingle”.
One housekeeping note: If you use the church kitchen, there are some new “suggestions” posted when you
work in the kitchen. Please take time to read and follow them. I have a big shout out to Jonathan, our
custodian, who took the time to give a thorough clean up after this summer.
Enjoy the fall weather, finally, and I’ll see you at the Picnic.
Jody Seney for the Fellowship Committee
Michael Ingram, Carolyn Schamens, Wayne Seney

Kirkwood 101 : New Members Class
By request, Pastor Hope will offer both a day and a
nighttime new member's class. This class is an
opportunity for you to get to know this particular
congregation : what we believe, how we practice those
beliefs, how you can be involved, our history, our
leadership, and our vision. Come explore whether or
not we might be the right for you to be involved in
Christ's mission and ministry in this community! Classes are Monday, October 8th at
6pm OR Tuesday, October 9th at noon. Light meals will be served.
Please RSVP to the church office at 941-794-6229 or office@kpcbradenton.org
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CHILDRENS
LIBRARY
Sign up now if you can help with the
next
Children’s
Library
Special
Event on Saturday, October 27. Children and
their families will be invited to enjoy a hot dog
lunch before visiting our Children’s Library to
check out books.
Thank you Note
Lissette Fernandez, Project HEART Program
Coordinator, sent this thank you note for our
August Mission Cart Collection.
“It is my pleasure to thank you on
behalf of the many homeless and needy
families you are assisting with your donation.
With such dire economic times for our
working poor families, homelessness is on
the rise here in Manatee County, affecting
more children each school year. Were it not
for your generosity, the families I serve
would suffer even more. With the Project
HEART donations, I am able to assist non
grant-authorized expenses for things these
families cannot get help for anywhere else….
I wish that I could convey to you the
depth of gratitude from the families you have
been helping and will help with your
donation. I have the joy of delivering the aid,
but I tell the families that I am only an
intermediary, that caring people in this
community want to make sure our neediest
families get some of the extra help they
need….”

CONNECT

8
GROUPS
GETTING
TO KNOW
EACH
OTHER
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KPC Women’s Group
All ladies of the church are invited to join us
Wednesday, October 10 at 1:00 pm.
Meet us in the Parlor for a time of Bible Study
with special speaker, Pastor Sung .
It is a great time of fellowship — and a time of
getting to know each other.

RJ Gators Fellowship
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MISSIONS & OUTREACH

Kirkwood
Community
Garden
Kirkwood welcomed new gardeners, who
attended the growing season’s first orientation
and workshop, to our Community Garden in
September. The next opportunity for our
gardeners to attend a mandatory orientation
meeting is October 13. Our friend and University
of Florida IFAS Extension Master Gardener
Mack Lessig will be back to help each garden be
a success!

Salvation Army
You
certainly
know
Christmas is coming and it
is time to think about the
less
fortunate
people
around us when you hear
those bells and see the
donation kettle hanging by
store entrances. If you
have time and interest in serving as a Salvation
Army Bell Ringer this holiday season, Melissa
Fernandez,
Salvation
Army
Volunteer
Coordinator, is hoping to hear from you! They
need more volunteers to take shifts at various
locations. Please call Ms. Fernandez at 748-5110
x127 or you may get in touch with here by email
at Melissa.fernandez@uss.salvationarmy.org.
Sea Breeze Elementary
School welcomed
volunteers back to class at
the end of September.
Carolyn can give you the
contact information for
you to get started helping
in the school’s media center or classrooms’ for
reading to youngsters or doing vital fluency
tutoring. You can also choose to volunteer in
another Title 1 school that may be closer to you.
The teachers appreciate your Significant Service
with their students!

Mission Collection Cart
Be a part of blessing children
around the world. Prayerfully
consider your family packing
Operation Christmas Child
shoeboxes full of simple gifts.
For the past 25 years, this
Samaritan's Purse project has
partnered with local churches
in more than 100 countries to distribute shoebox gifts to
boys and girls in need and tell them about God's
Greatest Gift—Jesus Christ. Last year, Kirkwood
packed over 125 shoeboxes! Use a standard shoebox or
a printed OCC box provided at church and start with a
quality “wow” item such as a stuffed animal, soccer ball
with pump, or clothing outfit that will capture the child’s
attention the instant he or she opens the box. Then fill it
with other fun toys, hygiene items, and school supplies.
Do Not Include candy; toothpaste; gum; used or
damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns,
knives, or military figures; chocolate or food; seeds;
fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink mixes (powdered
or liquid); liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins;
breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers;
aerosol cans. A donation of $9 is suggested to cover the
costs for Samaritan’s Purse to collect, process and ship
each shoebox gift to one of over 100 countries. You can
bring your donations for our annual Packing Party or
your filled and labeled shoeboxes to our Mission Cart
any time in October. YOU are invited to our November
4th Packing Party in The Well at 10 a.m. Contact Amber
Westfall or Carolyn, if you want to help prepare for the
November 4th event.
Beth-El Farmworker Ministry
is hosting their Dental Clinic
Dedication and Open House on
Saturday, November 3rd from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. Please join their
special ribbon cutting and
dedication service as the mission begins this new
ministry. Light refreshments and tours of the mission
campus and community will also be available. For
anyone wanting to attend, Beth-El’s address is 18240
US-301, Wimauma, FL 33498. It takes about 45 minutes
to drive there from church, so plan accordingly.
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Pete's Dragons - Face Autism Walk

Kirkwood Kid Konnection
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Enjoy Autumn with your children – go on a Fall Scavenger Hunt! As you stroll around the
neighborhood or park, explain that each item that they find represents one of God’s promises.
When they have found all the items in the hunt, you can all go out for a special treat – maybe a
pumpkin spice milkshake, picking out your Halloween pumpkin, or selecting a fun fall craft
kit to do together. As each item is found, read aloud the promise that goes along with the item.
Take the found items home to create an autumn arrangement that will remind all of you of
God’s tremendous love and faithfulness each time you look at it.
1)

Acorn – God will help you. Psalm 121:1-2

2)

Pine Cone—God will comfort you. Isaiah 49:13

3)

Stone shaped like a heart—God love us. Romans 5:8

4)

Red Leaf—God answers our prayers. Psalm 120:1

5)

Flower—God will always stay close to you. Nahum 1:7

6)

Brown Leaf—God provides many blessings. Psalm 85:12

7)

Bird feather—We can live with God forever. John 3:16

8)

Tree seed pod—God will give you rest. Matthew 11:28-29

Happy Hunting!

In His Service,

Diane Ingram,
941)713-6185

Children’s Ministry
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My Choice Pregnancy Center's
"Laps for Life."
October 6th @
8:30 AM

This is the first-ever fun run/walk on
behalf of My Choice and they
enthusiastically invited us to send a
team. This fun run/walk is a 5K at
Nathan Benderson Park in Sarasota. Our
team name is : Kirkwood - The Big Green
Church and Pastor Hope is the team
captain for this event also. Here again,
you can come out and run, walk, skip,
stroll, or cheer! Everybody is invited and
you are encouraged to register at
https://runsignup.com/RACE/Sarasota/
lapsforlife

OUR
DAILY
BREAD
We appreciate Jayne
Cantwell, Joan Irwin,
Leslie Martin, Jeannie
Miller, Jim and Sue Wedel, Dan and Sandy
West, and Connie Schindewolf for serving
179 men, women, and children at Our Daily
Bread in September. Remember you can join
this ministry of service any month on our
fourth Sunday commitment by signing up
today. Our next date to serve is October 28.

Annual
Christmas Market
Saturday November 10
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Plan to do some of your Christmas
Shopping and support Missions at the
same time. Many Mission
organizations will be on hand that day
for you to get a first hand look at what
they are doing locally and
internationally.

When: Thursdays at 7:00 pm
Where: In the choir room Contact:
Paul@kpcbradenton.org
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“I WILL HOLD YOUR PEOPLE IN MY HEART.”
Each year our congregation seeks out those among us who have a heart for Jesus Christ and
His people in this community of faith. Those individuals are asked to step up as spiritual
leaders for the congregation, leading the people in living out God’s call for our life together by
listening and responding to the work of the Holy Spirit in our midst. Could this be the year
that you rise up to hold God’s people in your heart and to love them by serving as a leader?

Elders Wanted & Needed :
 Men and Women who are persons of faith, dedication, and good judgment whose lives demonstrate the Christian Gospel, both within the church and in the world.
 Individuals who deeply love Kirkwood & The Well and desire to be an instrumental part of
leading our ministry forward as we bring glory to God.
 This year we are in particular need of individuals with skills and passion in the following areas :
traditional worship, campus care/property
 Elders serve a 3 year-term that typically begins in January/February. We meet collectively once
a month and then each ministry team meets as needed.
 All nominees for the position of elder need to have been a full member of the church for at least
one year.

After prayerful consideration, I/We would like to nominate the following servants (and YES, it is more than
okay to nominate yourself):
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
I/We believe that this/these nominees live out Christ’s call upon their lives and demonstrate skills in the
church’s area of need by :
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
We thank you for your time and your prayers and while we cannot guarantee that every nominee will be
asked to serve in this capacity, we value your nominations.
Please submit all nominations no later than October 21 2018.
If you have any questions about nominations, or possibly serving yourself, please don’t hesitate to contact
Pastor Hope or Elder, Margo Teller, Chair of the Nominating Team.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES
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Rock The Universe

Jr. &Sr. High
Youth Group
WEDNESDAYs @
6pm-8pm



Prayer Chain requests should be submitted to the church office at 941-794-6229,
or to email: office@kpcbradenton.org.

Birthdays and Anniversaries
10-01 Bob Frederick
Aaron Lages
Elvi Lennox
10-03 Paul Champagne
Steve Roskamp
10-04 Henry Chatain
10-05 Diane Gill
Gayle Halsted
10-06 Betty King
Diana Shoemaker
10-09 Greg Cobb
Ruth Ann Osborn
10-11 Ray Schindewolf
10-12 Debbie Voorhees
10-14 Kathy Kuntz

10-15 Eva Youngs
Frank & Beverly Bear
10-17 Jane McConnon
10-19 Darra Sue Moore
10-21 Dan Brockman
10-23 Susan Young
10-24 Kevin Lipscomb
Sue Wedel
10-29 Robert Van Wart

If your Birthday or Anniversary is not listed,
please contact the church office to update our records.

October 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2

3

4

5

7 Boy Scouts

9:45 Staff Mtg

6 Youth Group

:30 Crafty Cut-ups
5 The Well Band

Sat

6
Office Closed 8:30 Laps for
Life Walk

7 Choir Rehearsal
9

10

11

12

1 Presbyterian

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups

Office Closed

Women

5 The Well Band

7 Boy Scouts

9:45 Staff Mtg
12 New Members
Class

6 Youth Group

7 Choir Reheasral

14

15

16

17

18

19

8 Chapel

5:30 Finance

9:45 Staff Mtg

1 KPC Women

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups

Office Closed

9 The Well

7 Boy Scouts

6 Youth Group

5 The Well Band

7
8 Chapel
9 The Well
10 Children’s & Adult
Sunday chool

8
6 New Members
Class

13

11 Traditional

20

7 Choir Rehearsal

10 Children’s & Adult
Sunday School
11 Traditional

21

22

23

24

25

8 Chapel

7 Boy Scouts

9:45 Staff Mtg
1 Final Things
Workshop

6 Youth Group

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups

9 The Well
10 Children’s & Adult
Sunday School

5 The Well Band
7 Choir Rehearsal

26

27
Office Closed 11 Children
Library Cookout

11 Traditional
4 Church Picnic
28

29

30

31

Nov 1

Nov 2

9 The Well

7 Boy Scouts

9:45 Staff Mtg

No Youth Group

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups

Office Closed 9 Golf Outing

9:30 ODB, offsite
10 Children’s & Adult
Sunday School

7 Session

5 The Well Band
7 Choir Rehearsal

11 Traditional

Operation Christmas Child Packing Party,
Sunday, November 4th at 10 AM

Nov 3

A Biblically-Centered Church in the Presbyterian Fellowship

6101 Cortez Road West
Bradenton, Florida 34210-2711

To begin receiving our newsletter via email, please contact the church
office at 941-794-6229, or by email to office@kpcbradenton.org.
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Friday: Closed

