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From Pastor Hope

I know that it’s a little early to be talking Halloween, but take a minute a
picture a spider web. As you think about that web, consider all the different
points of connection on that web. Think about what happens to the rest of
the web when something gets caught in a different quadrant of the web. The
whole thing is so intricately woven together and is at its most beautiful and
also strongest when all the points are intact and connected.
As we have been working through the summer with the Vision Team one of
the things that God had laid upon my heart is the need for each individual
within our church family to have several points (people) of connection within
the church beyond their connection to me and to Pastor Sung. It’s not that
we don’t want to be connected to each of you--- we very much do. But, we
can’t be your only connection. If you go back to my spider web analogy and
think about all points being connected to only the pastors, what would
happen if you removed that point of connection? Would the web be strongly
connected and be able to thrive if just that one point of connection was lost?
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So as we move into the fall, my goal is to strengthen each of our points of
connection for the purpose of being able to boldly walk together in the
footsteps of Jesus Christ. Right now there are 45 adults who have a point of
connection with 41 students and children in the church. This week the
Kirkwood Cares Team was each assigned about 15 individuals and families
that they will be reaching out to in the coming month. That’s another point of
connection. The Connect 8 groups have been formed and will have their
first gatherings in September – another point of connection.
By the time we reach December, my hope is that every active worshipper in
our church family has at least 2 other points of connection (again, people)
within the congregation that they have developed a relationship of care and
concern. The vision is that each one of us would wake up on Sunday
morning (or really any morning) and know that there is someone from
Kirkwood who is praying for us, interested in us, and values us as a member
of the church family.
This is a two-way street. We can’t provide those vital connections if you
choose not to participate. So I hope that you will look at all the different
opportunities coming up this fall : the walk/runs, Trunk-or-Treat, lunch at R.J.
Gators, Women of the Church, Kirkwood Cares, the elementary camping
trip, Rock the Universe, the Mission Team, the Community Garden, etc.,
etc., etc., and make the choice to participate and make a connection or as
Continued on page 2
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the Apostle Paul wrote to the people of Thessalonica, “therefore encourage one another and build
up each other, as indeed you are doing.” We ARE doing some of that work, but I believe that the
Holy Spirit is calling us to do it even better.
It’s these special connections, forged on the common bond of a common faith in Jesus Christ, that
will ultimately strengthen our church family and keep us connected in beautiful ways throughout the
coming years.
In the Grip of Grace,

Pastor Hope
2 Corinthians 8:12 "For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable
according to what one has, not according to what one does not have."
The new air conditioner for the sanctuary building has now been installed
and Sunday services have returned to normal. To date we have received
about 1/3 of the replacement costs from Capital Contributions and we wish
to thank those of you who have come forth with those contributions. Please
continue to pray about how you may be able to provide support.
I’m sure that you remember we passed an aggressive budget back in January. At that time, we asked
for Faith Promises to fulfill that budget and to date have received 57% of that goal. We are holding
our own so far but in years past, Pastor Hope has made multiple requests for giving during the last
quarter of each year. Let’s make this the year she does not have to make those requests.
Your input to the financial well-being of Kirkwood is valuable and I would encourage you to attend
the monthly finance meetings held the second Monday of each month. The next meeting will be
Monday September 10th at 5:30 PM in the parlor. If you would like to share information and cannot
attend at that time, please feel free to email: FinanceTeam@KCPBradenton.org.

Roger Schultz, Member of the Finance Committee

FINAL THINGS WORKSHOP
Everyone is invited to join Pastor Hope on Tuesday, September 18th @ 1 PM in the parlor for
a discussion about end-of-life preparations, funerals and memorials, and updating emergency
contact information. This summer our church experienced 5 deaths almost back-to-back. We
were able to most quickly respond and provide invaluable assistance to those families whose
loved one had left the church with detailed information on their final wishes, their funeral
plans, and emergency contacts. Pastor Hope will give you to the tools you need to faithfully
reflect on these difficult realities of life and show you how being prepared can greatly benefit
you and be a tremendous blessing to your family.
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Fellowship
IT’S FALL! Cool nights, crisp days, colorful leaves falling. All that, of course, depends on where you live.
Here, our Fall begins with beach parties, attending really warm football games and keeping our eyes on the
Tropics for the formation of clouds swirling around the eye of a coming storm; but no matter our situation,
IT IS STILL FALL. It’s time to get out and be social.
The Fellowship Committee has been meeting and planning some fun Fall activities
for our church family. On September 9 , we’re kicking off Fall with lunch at R. J.
Gators across the street from the church. We have a special relationship with the
owner and wait staff and want to show our appreciation for this relationship and the
benefits to both our church and the restaurant. Join us at Noon, following the 11:00am service, for lunch. If
some of us are late, go on in and start without us. We’ll be there as soon as church is over. There is no sign
up for this. Just come at Noon!
th

It’s Church wide picnic time on October 21 . Mark the date now. We will be meeting at Palma Sola Park
from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. More details as the time comes closer. One thing I can tell you for sure. We’ll be
looking for some help with the picnic planning. If you’re good at slinging burgers, planning some all-age
games, hosting and/or cleaning up, please let one of the Fellowship Committee know before October 1 .
We could use your help. Volunteering is a great way to meet people and serve your church.
st

st

Now we’re to November. This is a fun plan. Dust off your golf clubs, count your tees, maybe even practice a
bit before you join us for a round of golf. Watch the next Newsletter for more on the date, the course, and
how to sign up. Thanks to Don and Dianne Dearth for “co chairing” this event.
So, Fall is here. Rejoice with the prospect of cool nights, crisp days and having fun with the people at
Kirkwood. See each of you this Fall.
Jody Seney for the Fellowship Committee
Michael Ingram, Carolyn Schamens, Wayne Seney

Kirkwood
Community Gardener’s
Meeting & Workshop
All interested Kirkwood Gardeners are
required to attend one of two upcoming
Community Garden meetings. You are invited to attend our first Fall
Garden Planning meeting on Saturday, September 8, at 9 a.m. in our
Community Garden. Mack Lessig, University of Florida IFAS
Extension Master Gardener, will provide our best Fall planting practices
and we will accept and renew garden plot assignments. Our gardening fee
is $20 per year and is due at the meeting. The second meeting date
is Saturday, October 13, at 9 a.m. in the garden. Gardeners need to attend
one but may elect to attend both meetings.

2 Cents
Offering
Thank you all for your
generosity as we passed
buckets for our second quarter
Two Cents A Meal Offering.
We collected $268, of which
1/3 goes to Our Daily Bread
and 2/3 is sent to our
presbytery to use to fight
hunger
locally
and
internationally.
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New Adult Sunday School Classes
NEW ADULT SUNDAY MORNING CLASS
EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP
Beginning Sunday, September 9th, Colin Smith
will be leading a class called "Everyday
Stewardship" designed to help us be more
aware of opportunities for intentional Christian
stewardship in our daily lives.
This will be group discussion building on
Scripture and our personal experience and may
or may not (depending on that experience)
include the time, talent, and treasure we associate with our ongoing church outreach. Some things
to consider will include : How might Everyday Stewardship differ from the Gold Rule? How can
Everyday Stewardship be an extension of current Kirkwood Mission? How can Everyday
Stewardship differ from Kirkwood's mission and outreach? Are there risks or costs to introducing
Christianity into our Everyday Stewardship?
This group will meet in the church parlor at 10 AM on Sunday mornings.

ADDITIONAL ADULT CLASS COMING
OCTOBER 7TH
“I believe” - a study on the Apostles' Creed,
What does it mean to be a person of faith? How is that
different from just being a "good person"? Who is God
and Jesus and the Holy Spirit? And why does church matter so much? Glad you asked!
Come attend a six week class on why Christians believe what they believe through a line-by-line
study of the Apostles' Creed. This class will offer you the opportunity to solidify and clarify your faith.

Starting Sunday, October 7th @ 10 AM and going through November 11th. This class will be taught
by Mary Beth McSwain, a local pastor who has been worshiping with our congregation. To register
please sign up at the church or call 941-794-6229 or office@kpcbradenton.org
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KPC Women’s Group
This group will kick off their new season on
Wednesday, September 12th at 1:00 pm.
Meet us in the Parlor for a time of Bible Study
with Pastor Hope — time of fellowship — and a
time of getting to know each other.

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY…
Last year in the wake of Hurricane Irma, attempts were made to personally check-in with every member and
friend of the church before and after the storm. We found this to be challenging because we only had basic
directory information. Though we don’t anticipate needing the following information on a regular basis,
we’d like to have it in the event of an emergency.
Name ____________________________________________
Physical Address ___________________________________
___________________________________
Preferred E-mail ____________________________________
Cell Phone ________________________________________
Alternate Phone _____________________________________
Emergency Contacts (Name, Relation, Phone)
_______________________________________________

________________________________________
________________________________________
Do you have a hurricane evacuation plan? Yes/No
Would you like to speak with us about developing a plan? Yes/No
Please include me in regular e-communications of the church : Yes/No
***********************************************************
______ Please only use this information in the event of a natural disaster (i.e. hurricane) or personal
emergency (i.e. auto accident). Do not include me in regular communications of the church.
Please return to the church office ASAP!
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MISSIONS & OUTREACH

CHILDRENS
LIBRARY
Our Children’s Library hours have changed.
Until our committee can reevaluate the success
rates of our primary approaches so far (weekly
afternoon hours and the Saturday morning
cookouts), the regular afternoon hours are
suspended. The library reached more children
during the summer cookout events, so we hope
to schedule another one in October. If you have
interest in this ministry, please contact Carolyn
and plan to attend the Mission Team meeting
on September 16th.

August 8, 2018
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
We give thanks to you for your support of Special
Offerings, our collective witness to the love of Jesus
Christ. By participating in Special Offerings, your
congregation joins other churches to change lives
around the world – through ministries of
compassion, advocacy, development, peacemaking,
Christian formation, education and witness.
Your congregation’s One Great Hour of Sharing gift
of $210, when combined with that of others, will
share the love of Christ with those in need.
With gratitude to God for our shared mission,
Bryce Wiebe,
Director, Special Offerings,
resbyterian Church (U.S. A.) Presbyterian Mission
Dear Church Family and friends,
I was truly surprised by your recognition of my
5th anniversary of serving on Kirkwood’s staff! I feel
your support in so many ways, including all of your
recent get well wishes. I am honored to call
Kirkwood home and to serve Christ with such an
amazing church family. Thank you for each prayer,
card and gift! I love you all!
Carolyn Roskamp

Mission Collection Cart
Our July Mission Cart Collection for Beth-El
Farmworkers Ministry had an estimated total value of
$572.21. Thank you to each person who became a
missionary by adding to our Mission Cart! Our 2018
Mission collections and special offerings total $6,450 to
date.
During September our Mission Cart Collection is
dedicated to the needs of My Choice Pregnancy Center,
which has requested shampoo/conditioner, children’s
toothbrush/ toothpaste, deodorant, scented soap/body
wash or lotion or body spray, nail polish, nail polish
remover, mints, Chapstick, towels & washcloths, band
aids, gift cards to Wal-Mart, Walgreens, Target, or
McDonald’s. For many years we have collected specific
items that help their staff create Angel Sacks to
distribute to their clients during My Choice’s Christmas
Party. Along with the posted items, they can also use
small appliances, dishes, pots and pans and household
items (in case folks are cleaning out).
Kirkwood received this message from My Choice:
Each year My Choice faithfully works to help the most
vulnerable in our community. With our partner support, we
reach out to those who often feel the most alone and bereft,
women experiencing an unplanned pregnancy. Many times
this includes women who are already parenting small
children. As a single parent they lack the emotional and
financial support to hold their families together in times of
crisis.
At My Choice we work to identify the needs, teach her selfadvocacy and counsel in a loving supportive environment. As
a community partner, Kirkwood helps provide the foundation
we need to accomplish these goals. For instance, during the
holidays, a time when most are happily planning family
celebrations or enjoying the rituals of giving and receiving,
our clients struggle with loneliness and poverty. By helping us
raise funds at the Christmas Market, filling Santa sacks and
the donations of household items, your congregation helps
us ease these difficult times.
We are able to come along side these women and children
when they most need support.
Sincerely, I am not sure what we would do without you all!!!
Cheryl G Huston, Director
Another great way to support My
Choice is to register to participate in
the Laps for Life 5K (see information
on page 7. If you are unable to walk,
then bring a chair and cheer on your
KPC team!
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TRAINING FOR
GRADE LEVEL READING TUTORS
The United Way is taking leadership in
coordinating community Grade Level Reading
volunteers. United Way is hosting an informational
training workshop for all volunteers wanting to
work with school children on September 4 from 9
a.m. – noon at 4215 Concept Ct, Lakewood Ranch,
FL 34211. Cassandra Decker Community
Engagement Senior Specialist for the United Way,
who will run the workshop, recognizes that some
volunteers prefer reading to children and has
existing programs needing these volunteers at
various locations, some close to Kirkwood. Manatee
County still needs volunteers working in the
Fluency/Site Word/Learning Pals programs as well
as these story readers.
Sea Breeze Elementary School is also preparing
for another awesome year with our Grade Level
Reading tutors. Debbie Cook, Assistant Principal,
scheduled a Volunteer Orientation Breakfast and
meeting on September 14 from 8 – 9 a.m. Sandy
Johnson and Mrs. Cook will be presenting the
meeting, modeling a lesson and answering any
questions you may have. (RSVP by Sept. 7th to 7413190, ext. 2002 for the Sea Breeze orientation.) We
will also set up days/times you would like to
volunteer this year. Ms. Decker will be attending
and participate as well. Contact Carolyn at
Kirkwood’s church office with any questions. We
hope these trainings help you find the best fit for
your volunteer time!

Pastor Sung to Head to
Orlando for the
"Experience Worship
Conference"
Pastor Sung will be out of the office
from September 4th through the
7th attending a continuing education
conference in Orlando.
This
conference is designed for people,
like Pastor Sung, who lead
contemporary worship, to gain new
ideas, get fresh perspectives, and to
learn about what their counterparts
across the country are doing in
worship. We are excited for Pastor
Sung to have this opportunity and
look forward to learning about how
this experience will help him as he
works with the The Well Team to
lead a Holy Spirit driven service each
week.

YOU ARE INVITED…
to our Fall Kick Off for Missions and Outreach.
Our first Fall planning meeting is set for Sunday,
September 16 at noon in the Parlor. Come! Be a part of
our mission plans! Munchies will be provided.
If anyone wants to attend the meeting via
conference call, please contact the office
by September 12 to get call in instructions.
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Children’s
Sunday School Kick Off

Sunday School
for ages 1 through High School
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Kirkwood Kid Konnection

Sunday School kicked off recently with a circus theme since the students will be learning about “The Greatest Story on Earth” this year! In the 3 , 4 , 5 grade class, the students completed a fun “getting to know
you” fill-in-the-blank form. The last question was “Is there anything else you would like us to know about
you?” Here is what one 5 grade student wrote. It is wise and compassionate, and I think everyone of us can
take a lesson from this on how to BE THE CHURCH.
rd

th

th

th

In closing, take a moment to think about what makes you special in your own way…and then embrace it!
And then think about ways that you can help others do the same.
Wishing you many blessings in doing so,

In His Service,

Diane Ingram,
941)713-6185

Children’s Ministry
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Kirkwood Cares Calling!
Kirkwood Cares, a ministry of pastoral care, is up and running. If
you are an active member of the congregation who regularly
attends worship, you should be receiving some form of contact (a
phone call, personal conversation, note, etc) in the next month to
introduce you to your assigned Kirkwood Cares team member.
This special person will be keeping up with you and your family
throughout the year.
If you are interested in being part of the Kirkwood Cares team and helping us to
provide care for the church family, please contact Pastor Hope at 941-794-6229
or hope@kpcbradenton.org As we are able to add more team members, we will be
able to increase our care to include those who are not members of the congregation,
as well as our snowbirds.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
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September 22nd @ 8am is Face Autism's "Flip Flop
Walk" at J.D. Hamel Park (right by the Ringling Bridge in
Sarasota). In the past, a group of us from KPC have
informally participated in support of children like Pastors
Hope and Sung’s son. Since that time, our congregation
has taken big steps to support all kinds of families
impacted by special needs. So, this year we are going as a
formal team called "Pete's Dragons." This truly is a walk,
not a run, and everyone is invited to participate by
walking or coming out to cheer! Again, our team name
is : Pete's Dragons and Pastor Hope is our team captain.

Last year’s Team

My Choice Pregnancy Center's "Laps for Life."
October 6th @ 8:30 AM
This is the first-ever fun run/walk on behalf of My Choice and they
enthusiastically invited us to send a team. This fun run/walk is a 5K at
Nathan Benderson Park in Sarasota. Our team name is : Kirkwood - The
Big Green Church and Pastor Hope is the team captain for this event also. Here again, you can
come out and run, walk, skip, stroll, or cheer! Everybody is invited and you are encouraged to
register at https://runsignup.com/RACE/Sarasota/lapsforlife
We will be collecting items
such as pencils, pens, small
note pads, crayons, small
stuffed animals, TOYS…lots of
little TOYS, craft or activity
supplies, balls, card games,
clothing or accessories, personal care items such as tooth brush, bars of soap (in plastic
bags) and wash cloths – NO liquids or
toothpaste please, No Food or Candy.
Our OCC packing party is scheduled for
November 4th. Last year all of our OCC boxes
went to Africa.

OUR
DAILY
BREAD
August volunteers were
busier than recent
months as they served
lunch to 186 clients at Our Daily Bread. Thank
you
Lin Carmean, Melissa Herron,
Leslie
Martin, Jeanne Miller, Jim and Sue Wedel, Dan
West and Connie Schindewolf for sharing
Kirkwood’s love through this meaningful ministry.
Sign up today to share in this ministry on
September 23rd All you need are closed toe shoes
and a smile!
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT Youth Group FUN

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8th
COST: $95

Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
WEDNESDAYs @ 6pm-8pm

Includes: Transportation, Admission to
Universal Studios, Concerts, and Unlimited
Ride Pass (like FastPass!!)

SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE! ASK PASTOR SUNG!



Prayer Chain requests should be submitted to the church office at 941-794-6229,
or to email: office@kpcbradenton.org.

Birthdays and Anniversaries
09/01 Thomas Gross
David Kuntz
Mark Shoemaker
09/02 Rob Bennett
Barbara English
09/03 Dick Moe
Rudy & JoAnne Radtka
09/04 Jordan Miller
09/05 Joyce Jodat
Leslie Martin
Barbara Prete
09/09 Neil Youngs
09/13 Lin Carmean
Dave & Cathi Muckerman

09/14 Rob & Teri Bennett
09/15 Merrill & Linda Keen
09/17 Dick Braun.
Marianne Brockman
09/18 Kitty Goad
09/21 Serenity Hurd
09/25 Audrey Kruger
Bill Jerdon & Cecily Cerutti
Don & Dianne Dearth
09/26 Sara Marvin
09/26 Noah Wieczorek
09/28 Helen Wood
09/30 Luke Sietsma

If your Birthday or Anniversary is not listed,
please contact the church office to update our records.

is COMING!
Mark
your
calendars
for
Saturday,
October
20th (in the evening - exact
time TBA)!
We've been
invited back to host the
annual trunk-or-treat for the campers at Dream Oaks Camp.
Dream Oaks is a special place for kids with special needs.
Each year we send as many cars as we can out to camp so
that about 30 campers get to go trick-or-treating in a safe
and accessible way. Many folks decorate their cars and wear
costumes, but certainly you are welcome to just come on
out and pass out candy. Please RSVP to the church office at
941-794-6229 or office@kpcbradenton.org and let us know
that you'll join us in this special time.

Connect 8
Groups Have Been
Connected
If you signed up to be in a Connect
8 group, you should have been
contacted by your group leader no
later than September 5th. If you
missed the sign-up but would still
like to participate, please get a form
from the office and as soon as we
have 8 members, we'll set up
another group!

September 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

4

5

6

8 Chapel

Labor Day

9:45 Staff Mtg

6 Youth Group

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups

9 The Well

Office Closed

11 Traditional

7 Boy Scouts

9 8 Chapel

10

11

12

13

14

9 The Well

5:30 Finance

9:45 Staff Mtg

1 KPC Women

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups

Office Closed

10 Children’s SS

7 Boy Scouts

6 Youth Group

5 The Well Band

5 The Well Band

7

8
Office Closed 9 Gardeners’
meeting
12 pm Youth
leave for Rock
the Universe
15

10 Adult SS
11 Traditional
12 All Church Fellowship RJ Gators
16

17

18

19

20

8 Chapel

7 Boy Scouts

9:45 Staff Mtg
1 Final Things
Workshop

6 Youth Group

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups

9 The Well
10 Sunday School

5 The Well Band

21

Falltastic Elementary Camp at
Cedarkirk
Office Closed 8 Flip Flop Walk
@ JD Hamel
Park, Sarasota

11 Traditional
12 Mission Team Mtg
23

24

25

26

27

28

9 The Well

7 Session

9:45 Staff Mtg

6 Youth Group

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups

Office Closed

9:30 ODB, offsite

7 Boy Scouts

10 Sunday School
11 Traditional

30
9 The Well
10 Sunday School
11 Traditional

22

5 The Well Band

29
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