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Last year I was speaking at a conference and sharing a room with a good friend 
who had come along just to attend.  For me, it was work. And when I work, I 
WORK. I’m non-stop, all-in, all the time. She tolerated that for about two days and 
then said, “can’t you just be still?” I was appalled by her clear lack of work ethic. 
 
No, I cannot be still. And if you were go to back and look at every single speaking 
engagement I’ve done since I arrived in this congregation, you would know that 
the strangest thing has happened to me after each of those events – I get sick – 
no exceptions.  Not a little sniffle here or there, but full-blown fever/cold, 
aches/pain, exhaustion. I’m sure it’s just a coincidence. 
 
Or maybe not.  Maybe in my attempt to serve to my highest capability, I ignore all 
the warning signs that I’m about to fall off a cliff.  Also, I’ve noticed that over the 
years it’s been getting harder and harder for me to generate new content. That 
could also be coincidence. 
 
Or maybe not.  Maybe somewhere along the way I’ve developed a deficiency.  It’s 
like those blood tests that you take every year and discover that this years’ 
deficiency is Vitamin D.  That might be okay for a year or two, but over the long 
haul if you don’t take corrective action that deficiency can turn seriously 
detrimental. 
 
For me, this is an issue of personal discipleship.  I can’t give what I don’t have and 
people are smart enough to know when I’m pretending like I can.  It’s easier to 
spend an hour on the mission field than it is to spend an hour in the scriptures 
because when you are out on mission you feel as though you are actually doing 
something.  And besides, isn’t it much more interesting to say, “I spent an hour 
handing out food to the homeless,” than to say, “I spent an hour reflecting on 
what it means to be the body of Christ in the Book of Acts” ? 
 

Believe me, I get work.  I get the feeling of pride that comes with knowing that 
you have completed a job well done. But, I’m starting to get the message (your 
pastor is a little slow) that if it’s just work, if it’s just action, and there’s no concept 
of meaning or reflection, then the work will lose its joy because the deficiency of 
meaning will become a detriment to the quality of that work. 
 
How do we discover God’s purpose and meaning for us?  That comes through the 
intentional discipline of discipleship – being in the Word – studying the Word, 
sharing the Word, asking questions and being accountable to a community that is 
led by the Word together. 
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Roger Schultz, Member of the Finance Committee 

 

 

Proverbs11:25 "A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others 
will be refreshed." 
 
I am sure you all know the second air conditioner for the sanctuary building 
has finally stopped working.  At 25 years old, I guess it is to be expected.  

Last year about this time we replaced the first of the two units which was painful because it was not 
in our budget.  As a result of your additional generosity we were able to meet those expenses.  This 
year's replacement will be equally as painful.   
 
As Pastor Hope has been reporting with the Vision Team updates, she has reminded us that giving 
has been relatively flat for the past 8 years.  This means that we have only been able to keep up 
with current operating expenses which we have managed to also keep flat.  Because the income 
has been flat we have not been able to save for upgrades to our aging building and equipment 
needs. 
 
Therefore, I find it necessary to ask you all for assistance.  We need capital donations to cover the 
$38,000 + that it will take to install a new AC/heating unit. 
 
To keep everyone up to date I want to share our actual expenses as of the end of the second 
quarter of 2018 compared to our projections in the stewardship brochure, provided at the annual 
meeting. 
 
                     Caring for People           Inwardly Devoted            Outwardly  
                     and Places                      Inwardly Strong               Faithful      
Actual           $80,247                           $97,536                           $35,031 
Actual           38%                                 46%                                 16%  
Projected      33%                                 48%                                 19% 
 
If you would like to share your thoughts on our finances, the next finance committee meeting will be  
Monday,  August 13th at 5:30 PM in the parlor.  Everyone is welcome. 
 

 

 

Continued from page 1 

 
By now, everyone should be aware that discipleship is going to be a major focus of this next year of ministry. 
It doesn’t mean that we’re not going to still do mission or fellowship. All of that will continue. But, it means 
that we’ll be taking a collective step towards building in study, accountability, connection, and relationship to 
God, through the Word, with each other.   
 

It’s not about being still for the sake of being still.  It’s about being still for the sake of the health of the 
Kingdom to which we are called in mission….together. 
 
In the Grip of Grace, 

Pastor Hope 
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Fellowship 
 

I am a classic introvert at heart.  Given a large gathering of people – or worse yet, a small 
party in someone’s home – I stand outside the door with my hand stuck to the door knob 
wishing I could just go home.  But God has a sense of humor. I’m working with the Fellowship 
committee. We use terms such as friendly associations, companionship, sociability, 
togetherness, friendships, big group activities, Connect 8 groups, potlucks, picnics, kayaking 
and I’m loving it. 

 

Just a spoiler alert for things being planned for the months ahead: Connect 8 groups, All 
Church Picnic, Hometown Buffet, Lunch at R.J. Gators, Golf outing, Saturday at the Museum 
and more. 

 

There’s a snag here though.  It’s easy to plan activities, but its hard to get “the worker bees” 
to make them happen.  Our plan this year is to “share” an activity with you. Each time we 
announce a future program, we will also be giving an opportunity for people to sign up to 
Make It Happen.  You can have a family sign up, singles sign up, group sign up. We’ll supply 
the plan and ideas as well as support for supplies, but those who sign up will be the 
Committee for the event.  What a great way to meet new people or renew past friendships. 
The Event Committee’s task will Make It Happen! 

 

The Fellowship Committee is looking forward to your help.  Do you have an idea for a 
different Fellowship event? Do you want to be a part of one of the Make It Happen teams? 
 Do you have time to do some behind the scenes work for the Fellowship Committee? We 
need all the above and we need you, extrovert or introvert!  Be someone in the church who 
can help Make It Happen. 

 

 Jody Seney for the Fellowship Team 

  Michael Ingram 

  Carolyn Schamens 

  Wayne Seney 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS 

 

We know that joining any organization, and especially a local church, is a big 
commitment.  If you're thinking about becoming a member of this special 

place, we invite you to  our New Members  Class on Tuesday, August 28th  @ 

6 PM in the church parlor (main sanctuary building).  Pastor Hope will be 
excited to hear your story and to share ours.  We'll talk about our history, our 

vision, and what we believe.  You'll also get a chance to learn about those 
ways in which you can connect to life and ministry here at KPC.  Please sign 

up today or call the church office at 941-794-6229 
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Our Children’s Library got a boost of interest 
this summer with the two Open Houses that 
Diane and Michael Ingram coordinated. Hot 
dogs hit the spot for the picnic lunch for our 60 
total guests, who braved either the torrential 
rainfall or 96 degree heat!  Seventy books were 
checked out during the two events! Thanks to 
each volunteer who braved the heavy rain or 
the sweltering heat to host the Open Houses 
for our guests. Also, Robert Zanders did a 
wonderful job weather-proofing our windows 
for us to help keep our books in great 
condition. If you have ideas on how to promote 
our beautiful little library, let the office hear 
from you! Do you have one or two hours a 
week to volunteer in our Children’s Library? 
Call the office to sign up for a shift. Meanwhile, 
stop by any Tuesday or Thursday from 3:30-
5:30 p.m. to see its growth. Bring a child!  

CHILDRENS  

LIBRARY 

Community Garden 
Thanks to a few July volunteers who weeded 
and re-mulched some of our snow birds’ 
garden plots that were getting a bit wild. 
Thanks also for the newspaper donations.  We 
have enough newspaper for several years now! 
(i.e. we do not need ANY more.) Stop by the 
office, if you have interest in starting a plot. 
Watch for announcements about the new 
planting season starting in September. There 
will be a gardeners’ meeting to organize our 
gardeners. 

Mission Collection Cart 
Thank you for all of the donated school supplies for our 
July collection for Beth-El Farmworkers Ministry. They 
received our supplies just in time for their Blessing of 
the Backpacks ceremony on August 5th! 

  

Our August Mission Collection is dedicated to Project 
Heart. Project Heart has requested that we collect 
the following items for the needy students they 
serve: new socks & underwear, personal hygiene (soap, 
shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, razors, 
and feminine hygiene), combs, lice treatment shampoo. 
Homelessness continues to plague many children right 
here in Manatee County and your donations truly 
matter for these struggling children and their families. 

  

On July 23, Lissette Fernandez, the Project H.E.A.R.T 
Coordinator wrote to us saying, “Thank you so much for 
your continue support for our program. All of your 
donations and dedication have help our families reach 
their goals or help them through their housing 
transition. Last school, year we served over 2000 
families and your support continues to improve the 
quality of education we provide to our students. Again 
thanks a lot!” 

 

Lissette Fernandez, MSW, Registered CSW intern 
School Social Worker 
Project H.E.A.R.T Coordinator 
Title IX- District Homeless Liaison 
Tile I-District Foster Care Connections Liaison 
Manatee County Schools 
fernandezl@manateeschools.net 

MISSIONS & OUTREACH 

NEW ADULT SUNDAY MORNING CLASS : EVERYDAY 
STEWARDSHIP  

Beginning Sunday, September 9th, Colin Smith will be leading a 
class called "Everyday Stewardship" designed to help us be 
more aware of opportunities for intentional Christian 
stewardship in our daily lives.  This will be group discussion 
building on Scripture and our personal experience and may or 
may not (depending on that experience) include the time, 
talent, and treasure we associate with our ongoing church 
outreach.  Some things to consider will include :  How might 
Everyday Stewardship differ from the Gold Rule?  How can 
Everyday Stewardship be an extension of current Kirkwood 
Mission?  How can Everyday Stewardship differ from Kirkwood's 
mission and outreach? Are there risks or costs to introducing 
Christianity into our Everyday Stewardship?  This group will 
meet in the church parlor at 10am on Sunday mornings.  

mailto:fernandezl@manateeschools.net
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In His Service, 

Diane Ingram, Children’s Ministry 

 

Kirkwood Kid Konnection 

Our Sunday School Program will be starting up again on Sunday, August 19th, at 10 AM immediately follow-

ing worship at The Well.  We hope your children will join us at the Kick-Off that first Sunday. We are using a 

new curriculum called The Gospel Project and are excited to have a continuum of lessons from our first   

graders up through our youth. This will allow families with children in different age groups to have family 

talks about what they are learning on Sunday mornings! 

Would you like to meet our Sunday School teachers? Here is a little introduction for all of them: 

 1, 2, & 3 Year-Olds: This new class will be meeting in the Nursery for Bible stories and 

crafts/activities. These little ones will be taught by Kristen Brady and Darci Radtka. Kristen is our Nursery 

Director and our littles are already very familiar with her loving care. She and her husband love animals and 

karate. Darci is a wife and mom to two beautiful girls, Chloe and Scarlett. She enjoys being silly and having 

fun with her family. They both look forward to helping our youngest disciples discover the love of Christ. 

 1st & 2nd Grade: Julia Duytschaver and Amber Westfall are teaching this class. Julia has four     

wonderful children and an amazing husband! Her passions are photography, running, and anything creative. 

She is really looking forward to being with the kids again this year! Amber is a mom of two and a business 

owner. She and her family spend their days on the water when they can. She loves working with the kids and 

spreading the love of God. 

 3rd, 4th & 5th Grade: Carolyn Roskamp and Diane Ingram really enjoy teaching as a team. Carolyn 

loves to have fun and she can catch a giggle fit with the best gigglers around! She loves to float on the waves, 

kayak, read, and sew pretty things. She’s been teaching Sunday School for a LONG time because she LOVES 

the fun of exploring Bible stories with children. Diane is also a long-time teacher and elder, beginning when 

her grown children were little people. She enjoys crafting, reading, going to the theatre and concerts, and she 

has a beagle that holds a special spot in her heart. She loves to learn more about Jesus alongside the students. 

 Middle School & High School: Sue Sietsma and Steve Roskamp are looking forward to spending time 

with our youth! This is Sue’s 3rd year of working with the youth on Sunday mornings and Wednesday       

evenings. She is a teacher at King Middle School, mom to a 4-1/2 year old son, and a ruling elder. In her spare 

time she enjoys kayaking, the beach, playing with her dogs, theme parks, and crafts. Steve is a 20+ year  

member of Kirkwood, past Session member, current Finance Committee member. Married to Carolyn, father 

of two grown children, he enjoyed teaching youth throughout the time his children were of the same age. He 

co-owns a couple of local businesses, is on a variety of local community boards, and is particularly interested 

in the Suncoast Campaign for Grade Level Reading.   

 

In addition there are several classroom assistants and substitutes who are very generous with their time.  We 

thank each of our folks who dedicate themselves to the Christian Education of Kirkwood’s Kids! 
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YOU ARE INVITED  

TO A YEAR OF THE  

GREATEST STORIES ON 
EARTH 

Sundays at 10am 
Join Us for Sunday School Kick 

Off 

August 19, 2018 10am 
At Kirkwood Church 

6101 Cortez Road West 

Bradenton 

Sunday, August 12th 

Every child is invited to 

bring their backpack to 

The Well  @ 9 AM and 

receive a special 

blessing for the start 

of the school year!  

We will also be praying 

over our teachers. 

Sunday, August 12th at 10 AM, all Pray 

for Me partners are invited to meet up with their 
partner for the 2018-19 school year to get 
acquainted for the first time or to reconnect over 
their summer adventures. 

 

Elementary Fall-Tastic 
Camp Registration  

Now Open  
 

 

Once again our 2nd thru 5th graders will be 
heading out to Cedarkirk for an overnight 
camping trip on September 21-22.  The cost 
is $65/person and we highly encourage at 
least one parent to attend.  Please contact 
Pastor Hope if your family would like to 
participate! DEADLINE—AUGUST 6TH  

This time of year presents 
abundant back to school 
sales so please do not forget 
about the upcoming packing 
party we have this Fall. We 
will be collecting items such 

as pencils, pens, small note pads, crayons, small 
stuffed animals, TOYS…lots of little TOYS, craft 
or activity supplies, balls, card games, clothing 
or accessories, personal care items - such as 
tooth brush, bars of soap (in plastic bags) and 
wash cloths – NO liquids or toothpaste please, 
No Food or Candy.  

 

Our OCC packing party is scheduled for 
November 4th.  Last year all of our OCC boxes 
went to Africa. 
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September 22nd @ 8am is Face Autism's "Flip Flop 
Walk" at J.D. Hamel Park (right by the Ringling Bridge in 
Sarasota).  In the past, a group of us from KPC have 
informally participated in support of children like Pastors 
Hope and Sung’s son. Since that time, our congregation 
has taken big steps to support all kinds of families 
impacted by special needs. So, this year we are going as a 
formal team called "Pete's Dragons."  This truly is a walk,  
not a run, and everyone is invited to participate by 
walking or coming out to  cheer!  Again,  our team name 
is : Pete's Dragons and Pastor Hope is our team captain.  

My Choice Pregnancy Center's "Laps for Life."   

October 6th @ 8:30 AM  

 

This is the first-ever fun run/walk on behalf of My Choice and they 
enthusiastically invited us to send a team.  This fun run/walk is a 5K at 
Nathan Benderson Park in Sarasota. Our team name is : Kirkwood - The 

Big Green Church and Pastor Hope is the team captain for this event also.  Here again, you can 
come out and run, walk, skip, stroll, or cheer!  Everybody is invited and you are encouraged to 
register at https://runsignup.com/RACE/Sarasota/lapsforlife 

Last year’s Team 

 

Significant Service Report 
We have had 199 Kirkwood friends volunteered 1,244 
hours so far this year for our community! The Our Daily 
Bread teams have continued serving 2.5 hours the 
fourth Sunday of each month to pass out meals. We 
have donated more than an estimated $4,700 worth of 
supplies and cash to the community through our 
Mission Cart Collections.  

You are 

The Church! 

OUR  

DAILY BREAD 

 

Our monthly teams have 
given 143 hours while 
servicing 941 meals at Our 

Daily Bread through July. Kirkwood was well represented 
by Lisa Canas, Jayne Cantwell, Lin Carmean, Diane 
Dearth, Joan Irwin, Jeanne Miller, Ron and Barbara Prete. 
We are grateful that they helped us keep our commitment 
to serve in July. ODB counts on Kirkwood to help them feed 
the hungry a hearty lunch each fourth Sunday of the 
month. You can sign up to join the ODB team on August 26.  
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2018 Summer of Fun & Faith 

  

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8th 
COST: $95 

Includes: Transportation, Admission to 
Universal Studios, Concerts, and Unlimited 

Ride Pass (like FastPass!!) 
SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE! ASK PASTOR SUNG! 

KICK OFF 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15th 

6pm—8pm 



 Prayer Chain requests should be submitted to the church office at 941-794-6229,  

 or to email: office@kpcbradenton.org. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
08/14 Hobbie Trefrey 

08/15 Ed & Ann Marie Krepela 

  Colin & JoAnn Smith 

08/17 Bud & Mary Connett 

08/20 Bob Schamens 

08/21 Paula Horcha 

08/25 Maria Lee 

  Carol & Becky Gingras 

08/26 Linda Dean 

08/27 Ray Wood 

08/28 Roy Schalk 

08/29 Eleanor Morgan 

08/30 Ben Lages 

08/31 JoAnn Smith 

If your Birthday or Anniversary is not listed,  

please contact the church office to update our records. 

08/01 Chris Westfall 

08/02 Betty Treptow 

  Bill Wood 

08/04 Jack Fisher 

08/05 Ryland Youngs 

08/07 Jerry Mann 

08/11 Carter Nance 

  Arlene Sargeant 

  Steve & Lin Carmean 

  Roger & Judy Schultz 

  Neil & Erica Youngs 

08/12 Annie Bennett 

  Jane Berkey 

  Ben Guth 

08/13 Ian Brady 

 

Look how the Butterfly Garden has grown! 



August  2018  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 

Office Closed 

4 

 

5 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well 

11 Traditional 

 

6 

10 Session/Vision 

Mtg. 

7 Boy Scouts 

7 Session 

 

 

 

7 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

 

8 

 

9 

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups 

5 The Well Band 

 

10 

Office Closed 

 

11 

 

12 

 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well 

10 Pray for Me  

11 Traditional 

13 

 

 

 

5:30 Finance  

7 Boy Scouts 

 

14 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

 

15 

6 Youth Group 

 

16 

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups 

5 The Well Band 

 

17 

Office Closed 

 

 

18 

 

19 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well  

11 Traditional 

 

20 

7 Session 

7 Boy Scouts 

 

 

21 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

6 Vision Team 

 

22 

6 Youth Group 

23 

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups 

5 The Well Band 

24 

Office Closed 

25 

 

26 

9 The Well 

9:30 ODB, offsite 

11 Traditional 

 

27 

6 Kirkwood Cares 

Meeting 

7 Boy Scouts 

28 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

6 New Members 

Class 

 

29 

6 Youth Group 

30 

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups 

5 The Well Band 

 

31 

Office Closed 
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is published monthly by Kirkwood Presbyterian Church 
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OUR STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Hope Italiano Lee, Lead Pastor    hope@kpcbradenton.org 
Rev. Sung Lee, Associate for Worship, Technology & Youth sung@kpcbradenton.org 
Rev. Helen Hartai, Associate for Teaching & Care  helen@kpcbradenton.org 
Paul Champagne, Director of Music Ministry   paul@kpcbradenton.org 
Carolyn Roskamp, Coordinator for Mission & Outreach  carolyn@kpcbradenton.org 
Sharon Blackrick, Finance & Membership   sharon@kpcbradenton.org 
Kristen Thibodeaux Brady, Nursery Director   kristen@kpcbradenton.org 
Jonathan Shelley, Custodian/Handyman     

Sunday Worship:  
Chapel at 8:00 a.m., The Well at 9:00 a.m. and Traditional Worship at 11:00.a.m. 

Adult and Children’s Ministry 10:00 a.m. 
Office hours: 

Monday – Thursday:  8:30a.m. – 3:30p.m. 

Friday:  Closed    

 

To begin receiving our newsletter via email, please contact the church 

office at 941-794-6229, or by email to office@kpcbradenton.org. 


