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From
Hope’s
Heart:
It happens the Tuesday after Christmas and the Tuesday after Easter every year. Our church
staff sits down for our regular staff meeting and gives thanks that we made it through another
major season in the church --- that God was glorified, that our people grew in faith, that visitors
became family. And then we immediately joke that we’re headed into a slower season. I say joke
because not one of us around the table actually believes that to be true. We are well-aware that
while it may be the end of snowbird season, it is the start of summer ministry and summer
ministry at KPC is just as important and vital as any other season of the year.
Plans are already in the works (and have been for a long time) for summer camp and mission for
all of our children and youth. This year, we’ve got a team going to the “Engaging Aging”
Conference at the end of May. We’ll be celebrating our Children’s, Youth, and Adult Education
teachers and gathering the Pray for Me partners one last time before summer is in full effect.
In addition to all of that, this year we’ll have two other unique things happening. Starting on
May 1st each of the elders will be sitting down with me to chart out what I do and what we do
as a church together during May, June, July, and early August. Basically, they will be shadowing
me for 13 weeks this summer as we prepare for a 13-week sabbatical next summer. Everyone’s
goal is for the church to keep moving forward in mission and ministry, even while I step away
for a brief time of renewal in 2020.
The other major undertaking in the coming months is to finish up the work of the space
utilization study with Fawley-Bryant. At this point, we are only exploring what is possible with
the space we currently have. The goal is to use every inch of space to its maximum capacity for
ministry. This is not the glamorous work of décor or aesthetics. This is looking at square
footage and rules and regulations.
Beyond all of that, the best part of the time after Easter is getting to LIVE Easter through
resurrection, redemption, and reconciliation. If you’ve been in a season of extreme busy-ness,
this is a great time of year to renew your commitment to resurrection living in all of your
relationships, your work, and your ministry. This is a season for living and my prayer is that
you are living your God-given life to the fullest!

In the Grip of Grace,

Pastor Hope
P AG E 1

“Honor the LORD with thy substance,
and with the first fruits of all thine
increase.”
Proverbs 3:9
The financial summary for the first quarter of 2019 is shown below. The income is in line with
winter giving as in past years. We are heading into the time of year when our income begins to
decrease, but many of our expenses are constant. Please help keep our income stable throughout
the next several months.
Last month I listed one way to reduce your taxes using an IRA. This month I am addressing
another area that may be helpful. If you own stock and have owned it for a long period of time it
may have appreciated significantly which could impact your taxes if you wish to liquidate it. You
may use the stock as a donation to Kirkwood. In doing so, Kirkwood sells the stock and there is
no tax for Kirkwood or for you. Work with your investment advisor to transfer your stock directly
to Kirkwood as a donation from you. Just another way to help Kirkwood while controlling your
personal taxes. Thank you for your generosity.
We invite anyone interested in joining our May Finance meeting which will be held on May 13th
at 5:30 pm in the parlor.
FIRST QUARTER INCOME: $137,738
FIRST QUARTER EXPENSES:
Outwardly
Faithful

Inwardly Devoted
Inwardly Strong

Caring for People Total Expenses
and Places

Actual $

$17,405

$40,367

$42,449

Actual %

17%

41%

42%

Projected %

19%

42%

39%

$100,221

Roger Schultz
Elder for Finance
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FELLOWSHIP

It was a beautiful Thursday morning, both inside and out, when the Kitchen Bucket Brigade
showed up ready to clean the church kitchen. What a welcome sight as they marched in exactly at
9:00 AM with buckets, rags and smiles ready to undertake the annual spring cleaning makeover.
Three hours later, the kitchen, the cabinets, the refrigerator and the windows were ready for the
next group to come in and set up for the next event. Many thanks to Barbara and Ron Prete,
Judy and Tom Lewis, Anne and Norm Laforet and Karen Lindstrom for all their hard work. You
are appreciated by all those who use the kitchen.

Plans for a May Fellowship event are underway. We know this much: circle your calendar for the
morning of May 18th for our Annual Kayaking Trip in and around Robinson Preserve. The time
and cost will be announced as plans firm up in the very near future. Our trip will conclude with
lots of fellowship and lunch at the pavilions on Manatee Avenue. Check your Sunday bulletins
and sign up sheets for the final decision on cost and time. Once you’ve let us know you’re coming,
the only thing left for you to do is begin praying for a gorgeous morning on the water and
hopefully not in the water. Questions? Give me a call, 941 243 3096.
Enjoying your company at all our events,
Jody Seney
Fellowship Chairman
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Community at Kirkwood
Community Garden

One Great Hour of Sharing

Many of our gardeners are preparing their garden
plots for the summer. There are some garden chores
that you may be able to assist us with completing. If
you have been in the garden, you may have noticed
that we have been filling the cells in the cinderblock
walls around the soil and compost bins with clean
plastic bottles and containers. This is in preparation
to finish off the top of the walls with a layer of
concrete and didn’t want to lose cement down into
the walls. If you have skills at working with cement
and can help top off the walls, please let Carolyn
know. Also, if you have some time and can cut the
ground cover fabric into the rectangles needed to
cover the beds for summer, we welcome your help.
(Carolyn@kpcbradenton.org)

Thank you to everyone who contributed to
our Palm Sunday Special Offering for our
denomination’s One Great Hour of Sharing
(OGHS). OGHS is the single largest way
that Presbyterians come together every year to
work for a better world. This year, Kirkwood
collected $926.10 which will be roughly
divided into thirds to support Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger
Program, and Self-Development of People.
We really can make a difference when we pull
together!
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Mission Cart Collection
All of your generous donations to the April Mission Cart for Our Daily Bread were appreciated.
Their food pantry is strained in the summer and each item makes a difference for someone to eat
instead of going hungry. May finds Kirkwood honoring the requests from Turning Points, which
include packages of new socks and underwear for men and women, travel sized products - soap,
shampoo, razors, toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant, and feminine hygiene.
Recently Adell Erozer, Turning Points’ Executive Director, offered a Minute for Mission for us.
She sent this message to share with you here:
Imagine you are living in your car because you had a medical issue (like a stroke) that
caused you to lose your job. You are no longer able to sustain yourself, and your
family is not able/willing to take you in even for a short time. You have gone through
your savings, and now the only thing you have left is your car, which you park and
hope no one notices you coming and going from. What kinds of things do you need
that can help make this bearable while you try to get your life back on track? Clean
clothing, underwear, simple necessities like toothpaste, toothbrush, comb, brush, etc
all help to give you dignity and hope, knowing others care. This is the type of story
we hear from our clients at Turning Points who are extremely grateful for your
support - thank you!
Also remember that she shared Turning Point’s 2-1-1 Cards with us during her visit. If you
question whether giving money to panhandlers will really be spent on necessities, take a 2-1-1 card
from the narthex, The Well, or office and pass out the helpful information from Turning Points
instead. Open the doors to available resources and a free meal with this clever card.
Remember our mission partners in your prayers. In particular, during May, pray for the staff
serving the homeless or nearly homeless in Manatee County through Turning Points. And when
you are shopping and pick up something from their wish list for our Mission Cart, pray for the
recipients of your donation.

RIGHT:

With the help of
Bod Frederick,
Ciaran Dwyer,
and Neil Youngs,
Sonia Chrzanowski
moved into her new
apartment at the
Presbyterian Villages
in April!
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Significant Service
HOPE Family Services welcomed Lisa Canas,
Jayne Cantwell, Karen Lindstrom, Barbara Prete,
Carolyn Roskamp, Pam Taylor and Sue Wedel into
their safe house on April 12. These ladies got busy
cooking five casseroles of baked ziti and assembling
47 Welcome Kits. Ken Euerle, Audrey Kruger, and
Sara Marvin prepared casseroles for the group to take
in addition to five more made by some of the ladies
that went on this Significant Service workday.
Kirkwood stocked their freezer with love! The staff
and even some current residents shared how much
the clients appreciate not having to worry about
what to cook when they come in from a difficult day.
Thanks to everyone who pitched in to help! So far
this year, Kirkwood has volunteered over 200
community service hours, not including all the
volunteer hours worked on the recent comedy event.
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Impromptu Easter Pageant

Kirkwood Kids Konnection
Easter is always a fun and exciting time for kids
–hidden eggs, baskets full of goodies– and the
fact that HE IS RISEN! We want to make sure
our students always hear the Good News of
Christ’s Resurrection and this year the 3rd
to 5th grade class heard the scripture story in
The Message and created their own story with
Story Stones. We hope that some of them went
home and shared the story with their families!
As school is finishing up over the month of
May, we hope that you and your child’s Pray for
Me prayer partner will connect in some
special ways. Please invite them to special
performances, graduations, award ceremonies,
etc. that may be coming up in your child’s life!
Blessings,
Diane Ingram 729-4649
Children’s Ministry

Important Children's Ministry Dates
May 19, 10 AM
- Last Day of Sunday School
June 2, during worship
- Teacher Recognition
June 2, 10 AM
-Pray for Me Donut Breakfast
June 2, 11 AM
-Sunday School Teacher Meeting
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Sea Breeze Elementary School Volunteers
Our Sea Breeze volunteers are wrapping up
another successful school year working one
on one with students. Our tutors have
worked over 200 hours in their assigned
classrooms. Sea Breeze will celebrate every
one’s efforts to help students at their
Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast on May
3. Kirkwood continues to pray for the
success of the students as they take year
end tests. Pray that they are motivated to
keep reading over the summer.
Anna Maria Oyster Bar is hosting their
third annual Dive Into Reading campaign
to help 1st through 3rd graders in Manatee
County’s Title 1 schools improve their
reading skills this summer. The campaign
meets weekly during June. If you are
interested in being a mentor in their
program, visit OysterBar.net/Reading.
Training is provided for all mentors.

Children’s Library
Several people attended a meeting to rethink
our approach to our Children’s Library. To
increase the awareness of our library, it was
suggested that we forge a relationship with a
preschool and visit there to read stories and
take books to share. We are working on
sorting out such an opportunity. Another
suggestion was to set up a Little Free Library
box beside our church driveway. We have
gotten two free newspaper stands that need
some elbow grease to clean up, sand and
repaint. We hope to refit them as small
accessible lending libraries. If you can help
with this project, contact Carolyn Roskamp.
(Carolyn@kpcbradenton.org)
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KIRKWOOD KID'S SUMMER CAMP 2019
JUNE 10-14, 2019
Kirkwood Church offers a faith-based full-day summer camp June 10-14 from
9AM to 4PM. Campers must have completed Kindergarten through 5th Grade.
There will be fun activities such as games, music, arts & crafts, outside activities,
and so much more! This year we are introducing some brand-new mission
partners where campers will be able to participate and connect in local, national,
and global missions. All our counselors are thoroughly background checked and
trained for this specific age group. Lunch and snacks will be provided daily.
The cost is $100 for the week. A $50 non-refundable deposit is required with
registration. Please register by calling (941) 794-6229 or emailing
camp@kpcbradenton.org for registration materials.
You can also download the Registration Form at www.biggreenchurch.org
and mail the form with your $50 non-refundable deposit to:
Kirkwood Church Summer Kid's Camp
6101 Cortez Rd W,
Bradenton, FL 34210
P AG E 1 1

CAR WASH

Kirkwood Youth Summer Mission Fundraiser

Saturday, May 4th @ 9am - 1pm
Kirkwood Church
SAVE THE DATE - SUMMER 2019
MIDDLE SCHOOL
SURF & SERVE
CAMP
JULY 15-19, 2019

Kid’s Summer Camp

(Current 5th-8th Grade)

June 10-14, 2019

(Completed K - 5th Grade)
To Register, go to www.BigGreenChurch.org

Kirkwood Youth Ministries Fundraiser

Take stock in youth!!

(Current 6th-12th Grade)

Become a “Stock Holder” in one of the greatest investments that you can make in your life:
the faith of a young person!
The Sr. High & Jr. High Youth of Kirkwood have the opportunity to deepen their faith in Jesus
Christ as well as be the Hands and Feet of Jesus Christ. This Summer the Youth Group will be
doing Mission Work in New Orleans, LA. We will be working with local ministries and
organizations with construction projects; and working with community programs for youth,
families, and the elderly. Our Goal is to bring the HOPE of Jesus Christ in people’s lives.
The cost for the trip is $600 per person so anything you can give will help!

You Can Help Support Our Youth!!
Please help by “Purchasing Stock” and/or Pray for the Youth of Kirkwood as they serve others and grow
in their faith this summer in New Orleans!

Please pick up a Donation Form at The Well Table, The Narthex, or the Church Office.
Please return the Form and any other monetary support into the Sunday Offering Plate
or the Church Office by Sunday, June 9th!!
Kirkwood Presbyterian * 6101 Cortez Rd. W * Bradenton, FL * 34210
For more info, please contact Rev. Sung Lee: sung@kpcbradenton.org or 794-6229

YOU CAN ALSO GIVE ONLINE AT http://www.kpcbradenton.org/give
Select “TAKE STOCK IN YOUTH” in the “TO” Pull down Menu.
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Birthdays
& Anniversaries
Happy Birthday to...
Lilly Guth
Harry Twait

May
1

Beth Holloway

6

Carolyn Senatore

7

Lyla Nance

8

Edgely Johnson

9

Jan Taylor

Congratulations to...
Don & Patricia Crytzer

Gene & Mary Ellen Larson

Karen Wilson
Maggie Zanders

11

Maryanne Cobb

12

Sarah Maslo
Diane Ingram

14

Mark Figenbaum

16

Donna Lane
Sandy West
Callin Westfall
Pat Judd
Betty Seipel

17

Carolyn Roskamp

18

Kae Moe

20
22

Jim & Jayne Cantwell

Jane Lynch

24

Mark & Diana Shoemaker

Charlotte McClure

25

Steve & Carolyn Roskamp

Leighton Johnson

28

Mark Thielen
Niamh Dwyer
Rory Dwyer

29

Anna Lee

31

Randy & June Krogoll

May 2019
Kirkwood Calendar
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

1

2

3

4

6pm Youth Group

9:30am Crafty Cut-Ups
6pm Band Practice
7pm Choir Rehearsal

Office
closed

9am Youth Car
Wash

11

5

6

7

8

9

10

8am - Chapel
9am - The Well
10am - Sunday School
11am - Traditional

7pm -

9:45am Staff Mtg

6pm Youth Group

9:30am Crafty Cut-Ups
6pm Band Practice
7pm Choir Rehearsal

Office
closed

Boy Scouts
7pm Session

12

13

14

15

16

17

8am - Chapel
9am - The Well
10am - Sunday School
11am - Traditional

5:30pm Finance Mtg

9:45am Staff Mtg

6pm Youth Group

9:30am Crafty Cut-Ups
6pm Band Practice
7pm Choir Rehearsal

Office
closed

22

23

24
Office
closed

6pm Youth Bowling

9:30am Crafty Cut-Ups
6pm Band Practice
7pm Choir Rehearsal

29

30

31

9:30am Crafty Cut-Ups
6pm Band Practice
7pm Choir Rehearsal

Office
closed

7pm Boy Scouts

19

20

21

8am - Chapel
9am - The Well
10am - Sunday School
11am - Traditional

7pm -

9:45am Staff Mtg

26

27 Memorial Day

28

Office Closed

9:45am Staff Mtg

8am - Chapel
9am - The Well
11am - Traditional

Boy Scouts

7pm Boy Scouts

SAT

Conference on Aging

18

25
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paul@kpcbradenton.org
carolyn@kpcbradenton.org
sharon@kpcbradenton.org
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Sunday Worship:
Chapel at 8:00 a.m., The Well at 9:00 a.m. and Traditional Worship at 11:00.a.m.
Adult and Children’s Ministry 10:00 a.m.
Office hours:
Monday – Thursday: 8:30a.m. – 2:30p.m.
Friday: Closed

Follow us on
At www.facebook.com/biggreenchurch
BE THE CHURCH

