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Of all the things that Dr. Billy Graham ever said, my favorite is: “I have read the last 

page of the Bible. It’s all going to turn out all right.” I’ve been thinking a lot about the 

day that Dr. Graham died. What an absolutely joyous day for him.  He left this earthly 

life with every confidence that the promises of God are true and that, in the end, it is 

indeed going to be all right.   
 

As a parent who sends her children off to school each morning, I am frequently 

reminded by tragedies like Parkland that everything is not all right, right now. As the 

pastor of this church,  which has undergone massive change in the last five years,  

there have definitely been moments when I have felt the weight and responsibility of 

that growth and change and thought that all things are not all right,  right now. And if I 

let those thoughts become all-consuming, it is a very short trip from the start of those 

thoughts to despair.  
 

This is why I can’t wait for Easter, Resurrection Sunday! Because Easter reminds us 

that in the long-run,  in the end game, it is, in fact, going to be all right. There is 

nothing more hopeful than to know that God has us and that we are going to spend 

eternity with Him because Jesus defeated death and has given us eternal life. That is 

how on those really hard days, I can still take my kids to school and I can still navigate 

through whatever challenge we’re facing here at the church.  

 

But, I think that the Resurrection gives us more than just a hope for the future.  It gives 

us confidence to pursue the Kingdom of Heaven today --- as in right now --- the 

present. We don’t have to sit around in despair waiting for our earthly lives to end so 

that we can enjoy eternity.  Sitting around seems like an awful waste of time. We can 

do things that make the world a better place. Many of them are listed for us in the 

Sermon on the Mount, which we have been so carefully studying this year.  And, at 

first glance, there’s some really hard stuff in there. The hard stuff gives us purpose and 

meaning and something to get up each day and work towards.  
 

As I look around in the aftermath of the Parkland shooting, I have seen three types of 

people:  those who are consumed by despair and have thrown up their hands in defeat,  

those who are apathetic and figure that it’s somebody else’s problem to deal with,  and 

those who are trying in a whole variety of ways to do something about it. At the end of 

the day,  it’s only that last group that looks back at the day gone by and truly feels that 

their life is worth something of value and it’s a life worth living because they have 

contributed to something outside of themselves that makes a difference in the world.  

 

As our church has faced significant growing pains these last few years (and as a side 

note :  let’s thank God that we’re GROWING because it sure beats the alternative),  I 

am often asked by the church family if I’m holding up okay? The underlying tone is 

asking if I’m in a place of despair over the constant change, the constant growth, and 

the constant demands for energy, time, and effort.  Sure, I get frustrated sometimes  
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that there simply aren’t enough willing hands and enough hours in the day to do everything that the church 

family would like to do and that God is calling us to do as a church on the grow.  I certainly wouldn’t mind a 

significant trade-off of “talkers” in exchange for “do-ers.”  But, I never despair.  This is God’s church and 

God’s people and God has never given me a reason to despair – not when I know He holds the future.  
 

My prayer for each of you is that on this Resurrection Sunday (Sunday, April 1st – services at 9AM & 11AM),  

you would remember the words of Dr. Graham and the promises of scripture and know, beyond a shadow of 

doubt, that it IS all going to be all right  AND  then live your life and adjust your efforts to make it so! 

 

In the Grip of Grace,  

Pastor Hope   

Roger Schultz, Member of the Finance Committee 

 

Psalm 23:1 "The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want." 

 

This verse of scripture is how I consider my "Faith Promise".  The Lord will 

help me provide so I can meet the promise I have made to further his 

glorious work here on earth. 

 

If you have submitted your "Faith Promise" form I sincerely thank you. If you have not submitted one 

yet, I would ask that you prayerfully consider how you may help our 2018 stewardship campaign and 

submit your form, as soon as possible. 

 

As of the third Sunday in February we have received 69 forms that translate to an annual "Faith 

Promise" of $213,822.  However, our budgeted expenses total $447,615, so we only have 48% so far. 

Your financial assistance is needed to reach our goal to provide all the ministries that are planned for 

2018. 

 

I will provide updates throughout the year showing our actual income and expenses compared to our 

2018 budget. 

 

Please remember Finance Committee meetings are open to all Kirkwood members and are normally 

held on the third Monday of each month at 5:30 PM in the parlor.  If you have a desire to learn more 

about the financial workings of your church and have an interested in joining our committee, please 

contact Pastor Hope. 
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Jayne Cantwell  

I am from northern NJ (Livingston) and graduated from Syracuse 

University with a BS in nursing, however after 2.5 years as a nurse, I 

decided to go on a different path. My husband, Jim and I have been married 

for 37 years.  Jim is a retired Army colonel who now enjoys fishing and 

selling antiques on eBay.  We have lived in NJ, VA, IL, AZ, WA, MA and 

have been in FL for 2.5 years. I retired in October 2016 from 26 years in 

project management, doing forensic data collections, building databases and 

training attorneys to review data in preparation for trial. I enjoy 

volunteering at Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, Sarasota Orchestra and Tri 

Delta sorority activities. I also enjoy gardening, travel, antiques, reading 

anything historical, playing mahjongg and all of the rich cultural activities 

available in our area. I wanted to join Kirkwood because of the activities for 

all ages and community involvement that the church offers.  

Tom  Antrim 

Tom was born in Collingdale, PA a suburb of Philadelphia. He was born at 

home on Collingdale Ave.  His favorite subject in school was science and he 

later went on to Drexel Tech school - now called Drexel University in 

Philly. Tom and his wife first came to Bradenton in 1984 and stayed on 

Anna Maria Island and then they settled in Citrus Grove. He lost his wife in 

2005 and then lost his oldest son while he was visiting here in Bradenton. 

Tom is a retired electrical/mechanical engineer and has two sons that live in 

Indiana where one is a lawyer and one is a judge.  

Barb Willis 
Hi Everyone! I am a new member of Kirkwood and am so enjoying the 

services here and especially Pastor Hope. The members and staff have 

been very welcoming to me and I appreciate it and thank everyone for 

being so kind to me. 

 

I come from Lafayette Indiana where Tom Gross and I have become 

very good friends. Tom has been a member here for several years. We 

are both widowed and Tom and I share many interests together including 

photography.  When he invited me to spend the winter here, I was very 

excited about being here with him and escaping all the snow and cold we 

have up north. I have a miniature wire haired Dachshund named Lizzie 

and she gets along very well with Tom’s Yorkie, Bella. I have 2 children 

and 3 stepchildren and 10 grandchildren. They are mostly in Indiana but I have a daughter in Naples 

so that makes it nice and close to visit her when I am here. 
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The Hurds: Ed, Jillian,  Joshua, 

Dylan and Serenity 

Ed and Jullian met through friends in 2004—

he was 24 and she was 18 and they dated for a 

year and a half before marrying in Taylor, 

Michigan. They have been married 12 years 

and enjoy spending time with their kids doing 

nature walks and swimming. 

WANT TO  BE A MEMBER? 

If you are interested in joining our church 

or even just learning more about us,  please 

contact Pastor Hope at  941-794-6229 or 

hope@kpcbradenton.org because she would 

love the opportunity to sit down with you,  

get to hear your journey, share and invite 

you to join our church here at Kirkwood 

and The Well! 
Holy Week Services 

@ Kirkwood 
 

March 25 

Palm Sunday 

9am The Well 

10am Education Hour (Children 

& Adult Sunday School) 

11am Traditional Service 

  Cantata Sunday 

 

March 29 

Maundy Thursday 

7pm  Worship & Communion 

 

April 1 

Easter Sunday 

9am  The Well 

11am Traditional Service 

NEW ADULT SUNDAY MORNING 

CLASS 

COMING MARCH 11 

 

Dr. George Ross will be leading a 5-week 

(there is a 1-week break for Easter) class 

called “Reason to Hope.” This class will 

help us explore some of life’s deepest 

questions and how Christianity speaks life 

into the answers. Dr. Ross is a board 

certified Christian Counselor and licensed 

psychologist. He is a winter resident who 

has been active in the life of KPC for the 

last several years. This class will meet in 

the parlor  (Main Sanctuary Building) at 

10AM and is open to everyone. 

mailto:hope@kpcbradenton.org
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Presbyterian Women 
Question: What do you get when you bother your neighbor 
at midnight, nag a judge or have a child who asks for a fish 
or an egg?? 
 

Answer: You get a good story and a lesson from Jesus on 
prayer. 
 

On Wednesday, March 14th the Presbyterian Women will meet for Bible Study and 
good fellowship as we continue to study the parables and teachings of Jesus in a 
small group setting. 
 

A warm and friendly welcome awaits you. 
 

Pastor Helen  
Associate for Teaching and Care 

 

Mission Adventure 

Summer Camp 

Registration is now 

Open 

See Flyer on page 10 

 

Get your children 

registered today 
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OUR  

DAILY 

BREAD 

 

We want to thank our 
eight volunteers who greeted and fed 109 hungry 
men, women, and children on February 25. One 
of our volunteers ran out to buy shoes at Good 
Will for a man who was barefoot and hungry. 
Praise God for this double blessing!  
 

Join our team and serve up love and meals next at 
ODB on March 25. 

Mission Tour Day 

Our March Mission Tour Day is scheduled 

for Wednesday, March 14! The group departs 

from Kirkwood at 8:30 a.m. for a tour of Feeding 

Empty Little Tummies followed by Turning 

Points. After a lunch stop at Jimmy John’s, we 

will tour SOLVE Maternity Homes and Manasota 

Operation Troop Support before returning to 

church by 3 p.m. You must sign up in advance in 

the narthex, office or at The Well to facilitate 

transportation plans.  

Community Garden 

Free Class on Composting 
On Friday, March 9th. An agent from the Manatee 

County Extension Service will come to our 

garden and talk about composting.  If you have a 

garden at home or a plot in our community garden 

you are invited to come learn more about this 

beneficial process to amend you growing soil. 

Please sign up or call the church office at 794-

6229. 

Children’s Lending Library 
Volunteers needed! Anyone interested should 

attend the meeting planned for Tuesday, March 6, at 2 

pm in the Parlor. We need volunteers to keep the 

library open.  Please sign up today if you can help for 

an hour or two Mondays through 

Fridays 3-5 PM or Saturdays 

from 10 AM -noon. Background 

checks must be completed and 

up to date before working shifts 

and are available on the office 

counter.  

LENTEN SOUP & STUDY SERIES 
 

As we prepare our hearts for Easter, come join us each 

Wednesday afternoon during Lent for our Soup and 

Study series. Beginning February 21 from 12 PM until 

1 PM in the parlor, we will come together for 6 weeks 

to explore God's Word as well as enjoy some great 

soup from our church 

family members. If you 

would like to be a part of 

the Soup and Study 

series, please sign up at 

either The Well, the 

narthex or the church 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

On Palm Sunday, March 25, Kirkwood will 

collect a special monetary collection for One 

Great Hour of Sharing, which enables the 

church to share God’s love with those-in-need 

around the world by providing relief to those 

affected by natural disasters, food to the hungry, 

and empowering the poor and oppressed.   

Outside Workday 

It is once again time for the 

spring clean up of our 

landscape, we will be 

working (or playing—

depending  on your outlook) 

on Saturday, March 10 

starting at 8:30 AM. 

Light pruning and trimming, 

some planting and weeding, along with raking and 

blowing oak leaves and pine needles. 

If you have some tools for these chores, please bring 

them, we especially need rakes. 

Many hands make light and quick work, so com join us 

in this effort to clean up God’s little green acre know at 

Kirkwood Church. We want to present a clean, positive 

first impression for all who come to worship with us. 
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Significant Service 

Kirkwood has served 280 volunteer hours so far this 

year! Sign up today for our Significant Service 

Workday on Monday, March 12th when we head 

down to My Choice Pregnancy Center to help with 

some basic indoor and outdoor property cleaning like 

picking up debris, sweeping, mopping and washing 

windows. We will leave Kirkwood at 8:30 a.m. and 

return by 12:45 p.m.  

Mission Connections 

Carolyn Roskamp, Missions Outreach 
 

Manasota Operation Troop 

Support  

MOTS needs volunteers to help them 

fill shifts working the Sarasota Fair on March 8, 

and the Sarasota Balloon Fest on March 8-11. 

MOTS works these events as fundraisers.  

Please call Linda Craig at 782-0748 for more 

information.  

Mission Collection Cart 

March Mission Cart is dedicated to Thornwell. This programs’ needs are family board games, checkers, dice, 

blow-up beach balls, balloons, coloring books, Silly Putty, Playdough, poster boards,  pom poms, fake 

money, poker chips, stickers, small dollar store toys & candy for treasure box, Stress Balls, Fidget 

Spinners, family DVDs, the “Inside Out” movie by Disney, children’s books, Subway, Pizza Hut, Chick Fil 

A, bowling or movie theater Gift Cards.  
  

Message from Thornwell 
One of the reasons Thornwell’s Building Families program is able to continue making a difference in the 

lives of children and families across Manatee County is because of your continued support. As Family 

Specialist, I have the privilege of serving families’ in their own homes by teaching skills, customizing tools, 

and supporting them on their journey to build stronger, healthier and happier families! 

 

When you choose to support Building Families through your prayers or by giving the requested March 

Mission Cart items, you become part of the many success stories taking place in Manatee County. The items 

listed are simply effective tools that help to implement new skills, reinforce desired behaviors and deepen 

nurturing family bonds. 

 

This story of a single Mom of three reflects one example of how your support makes a difference. She heard 

about the Building Families program but stated she had tried several programs without any real or lasting 

results. Mom decided to sign up for the Building Families program because she stated “I heard we would 

learn actual skills that would be specific to my family’s needs and not just sit and talk about the problems.” 

While in the program Mom and her 3 children ages 9-16 used many of the games and activities that enabled 

the skills to be “caught not just taught.” This particular family saw significant improvements in several areas, 

but one of the areas that personally made me smile was when the youngest child said “my favorite thing 

about this was that I got to see my mom laugh when we played games together, because before you came I 

can’t remember when I saw my Mom laugh or when my family played a game together”.  

 

This family is just one of many that have benefited from your support and generosity. Thank you for giving 

to help build great families! 

 

Deanna Veremchuk, Family Specialist 

Minute for Mission 
On March 11th Kirkwood welcomes Dr. John Gatewood to share a Minute for Mission about the Gideons 

International. We look forward to hearing his update on this ministry 

Mission Committee minutes from the February meeting are available in the church office.  

  



In His Service, 

Diane Ingram 
Elder for Children’s Ministry 

729-4649 
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The Elementary Class has been learning about Moses, the exodus from Egypt, and God’s 

special rules that he provided to the Israelites... and us! Stay tuned for a special treat that the 

class has been preparing to share with the congregation very soon based on what they’ve been 

learning in class! 

Easter will be here before we know it. In Sunday School we have a limited amount of 

time to share this special story with our students. Take advantage of this free resource 

from Focus on the Family to help you teach your children about the blessing of Jesus’ 

last days and the miracle of the resurrection – and what it means to each of our lives. 

This resource is filled with fun, creative ideas that the whole family will 

enjoy!  FocusOnTheFamily.com/Easter 

Here’s one fun activity suggested in the resource for children who are reading: Write key 

events from Jesus’ life on 10 slips of paper – from His birth to His ascension – and put them in 

plastic eggs, along with candy, coins, or snack crackers. Hide the eggs for the kids to find. 

After finding, they work to put the story in order so it can be read. This creates an excitement 

of Easter anticipation and helps them focus on the reason for the celebration. Find the slips to 

put in the eggs in the resource or create your own.  

For all aged children, here’s an idea of how to incorporate the bunnies we see everywhere into 

the Easter message: 

Using a stuffed bunny, teach some of the characteristics that Jesus wants us all to embrace. 

You can add a Bible verse as well. Real Easter bunnies: 

Are white as snow because Jesus takes all sin away (Isaiah 1:18b) 

Are gentle, kind-hearted, and forgiving (Ephesians 4:32) 

Have big ears that are quick to listen (James 1:19) 

Have big eyes to look carefully and choose what is good (1 Thessalonians 5:21) 

Have no voice for complaining or arguing (Philippians 2:13) 

Are quiet in prayer, but hop with thanksgiving and rejoicing (Philippians 4:4-6) 

Have big feet to go tell others about Jesus (Matthew 28:19-20) 

Eat what is healthy by filling up on God’s word every day (Psalm 119:11) 

May you and your family be blessed this Easter season and enjoy learning together about 

Jesus’ great love. 
 

http://www.focusonthefamily.com/easter
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We visited  

Anchor House,  

Cedarkirk Camp & 

Conference Center,  

and  

Beth-El Farmworker 

Ministries 

Join us on the next tour, 

March 14th 

Mission Tour Day 

Significant Service Day to Dream Oaks Camp 



 

Sr. High Summer 

Mission 2018 

JAMAICA 

Middle School 

The Great Escape 
Middle School 

Surf & Serve 2018 

June  15-23, 2018 July 9-13, 2018 
July 29—August 

3, 2018 
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Come out and join us for an evening full of 

wonderful Jamaican food and trivia fun! The 

dinner is free, but donations will be taken to help 

support our Sr. High Youth’s Summer Mission Trip to 

Jamaica and the Middle School Youth with the 

summer camps. You’ll also get the opportunity to 

hear from some of the Sr. High students about their 

past mission experience and hopes for this summer’s trip. So come out and 

support our students be the hands and feet of Jesus, have fun, and eat some 

awesome, delicious food! Sign-up at The Well, the narthex, the church office, 

or call or email Pastor Sung (794-6229 or sung@kpcbradenton.org) 

Wednesday 
Night 

Youth Group 
Fun! 



  The deadline for articles for the a April 2018 issue of the Kronicle is  

Tuesday, February 20th 

 Prayer Chain requests should be submitted to the church office at 941-794-6229,  

 or to email: office@kpcbradenton.org. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

03/17 Betty Beasman 

  Martha Clouser 

03/19 Judy Weller 

  David & Adrienne Scott 

03/20 Leone Sutherland 

03/21 Erica Youngs 

03/23 Jim & Andrea LoPiccolo 

03/24 Roby Hott 

03/26 Mary Connett 

03/28 Tracey Vinopal 

03/29 Jim Vassar 

03/30 Ron Berry 

  Greg & Maryanne Cobb 

03/31 Midge Goeth 

  Richard Zavadil 

If your Birthday or Anniversary is 

not listed, please contact the church 

office to update our records. 
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03/01 Steve Carmean 

  Lola Duytschaver 

03/03 Kristen Brady 

  Harry & Jayne Twait 

03/04 Laith Yamout 

03/05 Darlene Jurs 

  Lucy Latham 

03/06 Jean Comegys 

  Margie Dome 

03/08 Nicholas Solario 

03/09 Gene Larson 

03/12 Wayne Seney 

  Kailyn Youngs 

  Ben & Darci Teller 

03/14 Ray Young 

03/15 Ruth Latimer 

03/16 Zoli & Helen Hartai 

Lilies for Easter Sunday for the Sanctuary 

Cost $7.00 each 

Name______________________________________________________ 

Number of Plants__________ X $7.00 = Cost $_____________________ 

Dedication:  In Honor of_______________________________________ 

In Memory of________________________________________________ 

Plants will be available to take home after the 11 AM service on Easter 

Sunday. Please enclose check or cash payment with your order.  

Thank you 



March 2018  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups 

5 The Well Band 

7 Choir Practice 

2 

Office Closed 

3 

 

4 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well 

10  Children’s & Adult 

Education 

11 Traditional 

 

5 

7 Boy Scouts 

 

 

 

6 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

2 Library Vol Mtg 

7 Al-Anon 

 

 

7 

12 noon Soup & Study 

6  Youth Group 

 

8 

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups 

5 The Well Band 

7 Choir Practice 

9 

Office Closed 

4  Compost   

Class 

10 

8:30 Outside 

Workday 

11 Daylight  

Savings Begins 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well 

10 Children’s &  

Adult Education 

11 Traditional 

12 

8:30 Significant 

Service 

7 Boy Scouts 

 

13 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

7 Al-Anon 

14  

8:30 Mission Tour  

12 noon Soup & Study 

1 Presbyterian Wom-

en 

6 Youth Group 

 

15 

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups 

5 The Well Band 

7 Choir Practice 

16 

Office Closed 

 

 

17 

 

18 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well  

10 Children’s &  

Adult Education 

11 Traditional 

19 

5:30 Finance 

7 Boy Scouts 

 

20 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

7 Al-Anon 

 

21 

12 noon Soup & Study 

6 Youth Group 

 

 

22 

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups 

5 The Well Band 

7 Choir Practice 

23 

Office Closed 

24 

10 Cantata 

Dress  

Rehearsal 

25 Palm Sunday 

9 The Well 

9:30 ODB 

10 Children’s &  

Adult Education 

11 Cantata 

 

26 

7 Boy Scouts 

7 Session 

27 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

7 Al-Anon 

28 

12 noon Soup &  

Study 

6 Youth Group 

 

 

 

29 

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups 

5 The Well Band 

7 Maundy Thursday 

Service 

30 Good Fri-

day 

 

Office Closed 

 

31 

       



March Prayer Calendar  2018            

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

Safety in our 
schools 

2 

Our Home-
Bound Members 

3 

The hurting 
and homeless 

 

4 

Patience 

 

5 

Pray for Joy 

 

6 

Pray for Church 
Growth and for 
more members to 
step up and lead 

 

7 

Our Youth group 
and leaders 

 

8 

For those  

suffering illness 

 

9 

New Elders: 
Cathy  

Muckerman and 
Roger Schultz 

 

10 

Those facing 
difficulties 

 

11 

For us to be a 
congregation of 
“givers” and not 
“takers” 

 

12 

Safety of our 
church and the 
congregation 

 

13 

Prayers for our 
choir and Paul 

 

14 

Health of our pas-
tors, Hope, Sung 
and Helen 

 

15 

Health of our 
Sunday school 
teachers and as-
sistants 

 

16 

Prayers for our 
church and those 
who maintain it 

 

17 

Prayers for 
those who help 
with the garden 
plots and li-
brary 

 

18 

For a solution to 
the threats in our 
schools 

19 

For teachers and 
students to feel 
sense of safety 

 

20 

For snowbirds to 
have safe travels 
as they start  

moving back up 
north 

 

21 

For continued 
success in the 
children’s library 

 

22 

For the garden to 
continue to grow 
with spring arriv-
ing 

 

23 

For more  

people to find 
Christ at Easter 

 

24 

For flu 

season to end 
quickly 

 

25 

For the choir as 
they present the 
Cantata 

 

 

26 

For families  

celebrating Spring 
Break 

 

27 

For those  

traveling for Spring 
Break 

 

28 

Patience for trav-
eling on our roads 

 

 

29 

Reflections for 
Maundy  

Thursday 

30 

Remembrance of 
Christ’s  

sacrifice  

31 

For forgiveness 
of our sins and 
hope for the 
world 
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is published monthly by Kirkwood Presbyterian Church 
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Fax: 792-3616   e-mail: office@kpcbradenton.org 

 

OUR STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Hope Italiano Lee, Lead Pastor    hope@kpcbradenton.org 
Rev. Sung Lee, Associate for Worship, Technology & Youth sung@kpcbradenton.org 
Rev. Helen Hartai, Associate for Teaching & Care  helen@kpcbradenton.org 
Paul Champagne, Director of Music Ministry   paul@kpcbradenton.org 
Carolyn Roskamp, Coordinator for Mission & Outreach  carolyn@kpcbradenton.org 
Sharon Blackrick, Finance & Membership   sharon@kpcbradenton.org 
Kristen Thibodeaux Brady, Nursery Director   kristen@kpcbradenton.org 
Jonathan Shelley, Custodian/Handyman     

Sunday Worship:  
Chapel at 8:00 a.m., The Well at 9:00 a.m. and Traditional Worship at 11:00.a.m. 

Adult and Children’s Ministry 10:00 a.m. 
Office hours: 

Monday – Thursday:  8:30a.m. – 3:30p.m. 

Friday:  Closed    

 

To begin receiving our newsletter via email, please contact the church 

office at 941-794-6229, or by email to office@kpcbradenton.org. 


