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This is the time of year when the debate between “old” and “new” gets sparked in many of our 

thoughts and conversations.  When a new year rolls around,  the tendency is to focus on all 

things “new.” And that’s always met with those who are nostalgic about all things “old.” But, 

can’t both be of value? 
 

I’m a New Testament person.  All those who seek to follow Jesus Christ are New Testament 

people.  But, I’ve gotta be honest, I LOVE (and I mean really LOVE) the Old Testament. If 

you’ve been around Kirkwood for awhile, and your memory is pretty sharp, you might 

remember that my most favorite part of the Old Testament is the book of Nehemiah. I find it to 

be hopeful and inspiring. As I’ve watched my personal ministry over the years, I have found 

Nehemiah to be a model for which to shape the practical side of ministry. Jesus, of course, is 

the model for the pastoral side! The two together make up the whole of ministry --- both 

centered entirely on God. 
 

The value of Nehemiah (the book) for the church today is that it reminds us of who we are and 

what God has called us to be.  We belong to God.  We’re created by God. And we’re created 

for relationship with God and with others. That’s who we are. Nehemiah knew who he was. 

But the book doesn’t stop there. It goes on to tell of his calling – to rebuild the Holy city.   
 

We (our leadership) here at Kirkwood think that we’ve got a pretty good handle on who we are. 

Each time I meet with new members, I am reminded that our church continually demonstrates 

the type of love that comes from a confidence of knowing that we belong to God and that we 

are loved.  And for as important and valuable as that is, it’s time for us to work on the calling 

part. Here again, the leadership of the church is putting the pieces in place to help each of us 

with that holy work. 
 

Starting this month, you will see several new study opportunities open up. I cannot stress 

enough that there are no closed studies. Everyone is welcome all the time – this includes the 

Presbyterian Women and Men’s Fellowship as well. Dominic is going to teach a very 

foundational class, starting this month. By foundational, I mean a class that gives you some of 

the basics of our faith in a way that will help you to build your understanding of scripture,  of 

church history, and even a little bit of theology. It will be a great opportunity for those who are 

wanting to get a solid foundation and those who need a refresher course.  It is a personal 

spiritual practice of mine to reread the book of Nehemiah at the start of each new year so I can 

be reminded again of who I am and what I’m called to. 
 

Mission will also look a little different this year. We’re working to get back to earlier years 

when we intentionally pursued mission opportunities where all of us could serve together --- 

kids from 1 to 92! As soon as some of those plans are finalized, we’ll get the word out for all 

who want to participate. 
 

What so exciting to me about 2018 is that we’re going to start moving the church to the next 

level of Kingdom ministry --- going from our identity to our calling! We know who we are. 

Now we get to decide what we’re going to do with it. 
 

Moving into 2018,  don’t choose between old and new.  Take the best of both and do something 

great for yourself, for the world,  and to the glory of God! 

In the Grip of Grace,  

Pastor Hope   
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BE THE CHURCH 



Matthew 6:21  "For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also". 

 

 

We have come to the end of another year at Kirkwood and The Well. 

We have ended the year on a positive financial note. Thank you to 

everyone who contributed to helping us reach this place. 

 

In planning for 2018, the Finance Committee, with support of the Session, has put forth a very 

aggressive budget.  Our vision to grow while continuing to do God's work through our 

ministries is the objective at the top of our list. For this effort to be successful our generosity 

through contributions must also grow.   

 

The Finance Committee will be introducing a Stewardship program at Kirkwood's annual 

meeting which is scheduled for January 28th at 10:15am. Our hope is that each of our brothers 

and sisters in Christ will pray about how you will respond to the Stewardship request.   

 

God's love is the best gift each of us has ever received and it is important that we share that 

gift with others. "Be the Church". 

 
 

Roger Schultz 
Member of the Finance Committee 
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PRAY FOR ME 

PARTNERS  

DONUT BREAKFAST 

Each winter we set aside a Sunday 

morning for the adults and children 

who are a part of the PRAY FOR ME 

Ministry to connect with one another 

over a donut breakfast.  We will gather 

on Sunday, January 7th @ 10am in the 

Fellowship Hall.  If you are a part of 

this special ministry and plan on 

attending, please RSVP to Pastor Hope 

at hope@kpcbradenton.org 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

The Session of the church has called our Annual 

Congregational Meeting for Sunday, January 28th @ 

10:15 AM in the main sanctuary.  The purpose of this 

meeting is for the congregation to receive the 2017 

Annual Report, 2018 budget,  elect new elders and 

nominating team members, and to vote on Pastor 

Hope's Terms of Call. Annual Reports will be available 

in advance of the meeting and should be reviewed by 

every member prior to the meeting. All those who are 

full members are highlyencouraged to attend 
 

GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION  

Children’s Lending Library & Community Garden 

Sunday, January 7th @ 12 noon 

We hope you will join us.  

Plan to come on out and tour  

Kirkwood’s newest additions,  

and enjoy some refreshments. 

mailto:hope@kpcbradenton.org


Presbyterian Women 
Much of the fundamental teaching of Jesus comes to us in 

parables and most of them are recorded in the Gospels of 

Matthew, Mark and Luke. On the surface, they seem like simple 

stories from everyday life. But the more you study them, the 

more you see in them, and the more they cause you to ask 

important questions. 

After listening to the first few teaching stories of Jesus, the disciples became a little confused and 

asked Jesus why he spoke in parables. His answer might have confused them more.  

But the simple answer is that stories are easier to understand and remember. Often they are open to 

multiple interpretations that lead to deeper truths that encourage spiritual growth.   

The Presbyterian Women will be meeting on Wednesday, January 10th at 1:00 p.m. for Bible Study 

and fellowship with food for the body as well as the soul, as we ponder the meanings of the parables 

for our lives.  

A warm welcome awaits you as we gather to grow in friendship with one another and with Jesus.  

Helen Hartai 
Associate for Teaching and Care 
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Congratulations Haliyah and your forever family 

We are so pleased to be a part of this wonderful process with Vlad and Deanna 

(our Thornwell Counselor) as they welcome this little one into their home. 



In His Service, 

Diane Ingram 
Elder for Children’s Ministry 

729-4649 
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You’re invited to Children and Youth Sunday School! Beginning on January 14th, our 2018 program      starts up! 
           

All classes start immedi-ately following The Well at approximately 10:00 AM. 

Our Pre-K/K Class with Ms. Amber and Ms. Julia meets in Room 106 

in Fellowship Hall. Our 1st- 4th Grade Class with Ms. Carolyn and Ms. 

Diane meets in Room 108 in Fellowship Hall. They are  continuing to 

learn about Biblical Super Heroes in 2018! 

Our 5th Grade and Up Youth Sunday School Class with Pastor Sung and 

Ms. Sue meets in Room  112. In 2018 they are starting the year off with 

studying “The Good Life" where leaders are going to help students un-

derstand that the world’s take on "the good life" is not the same as the 

wonderful plan God has for them.   

Everyone is invited to attend Sunday School! 

Kirkwood Kid Konnection 
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KORZECKI’S Corner 
 

I’m not sure if you are a sports fan but even if you are not, it’s great to know the name John 

Wooden. Wooden was the head coach of the UCLA Men’s Basketball team from 1948 to 1975. In 

his 27 years at the helm, Coach Wooden took The Bruins to the Final Four 12 times and led the team 

to 10 NCAA championships. In the world of college basketball, John Wooden is considered to be 

one of the greatest coaches ever. He was respected by millions for his quiet demeanor, his 

admiration for his players and his love for the game. Wooden died in 2010 at the age of 100. By the 

end of his coaching career he amassed an impressive record of 664 wins and 162 losses, an 80% 

winning record.  

 

What made John Wooden and the UCLA Bruins so successful? Many things attributed to it but in 

his 1997 autobiography he specifically lists his dedication to fundamentals as the key to the team’s 

success over the years. Fundamentals in basketball are the basics of the game; shooting, dribbling, 

passing etc. In Wooden’s eyes nothing was more important. Players that had played the game all of 

their lives found themselves shooting simple free throws for ten hours straight and never questioned 

it. Wooden taught every player when they made the team a very simple lesson, when you lose the 

basics, you lose the game. This philosophy is what created the foundation for the 10 championship 

trophies that now sit in the college’s awards room.  

 

Our Christian faith is no different. We live by practicing the fundamentals of our walk with Christ 

every day. Spending time in prayer and spending time in God’s Word keeps us fully relying upon 

Him through every action we take and every decision we make. Veering away from our 

fundamentals causes us to lose assurance, security and direction. Sometimes we get behind in the 

game or face distress, only to call upon The Lord. It happens to all of us. No matter how many years 

you have attended worship, been a part of a Bible Study or have grown up within a Christian 

household, the playing field is always the same. We still need God’s Word to feed our lives and we 

still need God’s guidance to direct our path.  

 

I encourage you to return to the fundamentals if you feel you have drifted. Get into a good Bible 

study and connect with other believers that can encourage you to become stronger in your faith and 

in your daily walk. Make your time of study not only to be in a public setting but also in a daily 

private one as well. This coming new year we will have many great opportunities to connect and 

grow. I invite you to be a part of one of the many upcoming study series’ and once again refocus on 

the fundamentals that lead to a close, more fulfilling relationship with our savior and creator.  

   

In God’s Grace,  

Dominic Korzecki 

Director of Adult Education  
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Advent Sunday School 2017 
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Our first Men’s Ministry prayer breakfast 

will be held on Saturday morning, 

January 13th at 8:30 am in the The Parlor. 

We will have some great food along with 

a time of devotion and discussion. All 

men of Kirkwood are welcome as well as 

friends and family. If you are interested in 

attending, please sign up at the church 

office, The Well or in the narthex. 

 

If you have any questions about Men’s 

Ministry, please to contact Dominic 

Korzecki at Dominic@kpcbradenton.org 

This is one VERY 

BIG THANK YOU 

to the families of The 

Well who have 

volunteered one 

Sunday every month 

to supply the 

breakfast goodies. Thank you Teri Bennett and  

Julia Duytschaver, Amber Westfall and Chris 

Westfall, Nick and Pat Kosco, Carol and Brett 

Reed, Diane and Don dearth and Judy and Ron 

Berry. It is time to “retire” these teams and 

replenish them with new volunteer teams. The 

job is simple. It is supplying the baked goodies 

for your assigned Sunday. We are not looking 

for only home baked selections store purchased 

contributions work fine. There is some set-up 

involved before the service begins and some 

clean up afer the service. Not hours; just 

minutes. You will be able to sign up to take on 

one Sunday a month for a year at the breakfast 

counter for the next few Sundays in January. 

 

More questions? Call Jody Seney, Hospitality 

Elder, 243-3096 or Dominic Korzecki, 794-

6229. 

 

Pastor Hope's Recent Sermons 
We have received quite a few requests for Pastor 

Hope's sermons on 10/1, 10/8, and 10/15.  All of 

those sermons are available to you on the church 

website at  www.biggreenchurch.org  If you 

would like a written manuscript,  please contact 

the church office (office@kpcbradenton.org). 

OUR  

DAILY BREAD 

 

On Christmas Eve, 

Kirkwood sent a team of 

13 servers (including eight 

first time servers) over to Our Daily Bread. They 

served meals to 134 guests, including twelve 

children. Our 267.5 volunteer hours resulted in 

serving 1614 plates at ODB! Thank you to all of 

our servers! 

We will be sending a team to serve on January 
28th, so please sign up today, if you are able to 
spare two and a half hours to help. 

January  

Mission Cart Collection 
Our January Mission Cart Collection is 

dedicated to the following needs of Dream 

Oaks Camp and Foundation for Dreams: 

Antibacterial wipes, insect repellent, 

batteries, laundry detergent, Ziploc gallon-

size bags, sensory toys (water beads, kinetic 

sand, stress balls, putty, etc.), sports balls 

(basketball, football, dodgeball, etc.), or Wal-

Mart or Michael’s gift cards. You can put 

your contribution in the basket or The Well 

anytime the church is open. Be sure to pick 

up the new 2018 Mission Collection Card. 

http://www.biggreenchurch.org/
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Let’s step into 2018 with grateful hearts for the blessings we received in 2017, for the generosity our 

church family shared with each other and with our community, and for opening our hearts to pitch in 

for our mission partners whenever possible in this new year.  We collected an estimated $711 of 

goods for Anchor House in November. Excluding the December Cart collections for SOLVE, to date 

this year Kirkwood has contributed over $14,600 in goods and donations through our Mission Carts. 

Together, we are impacting people each month in ways that we could not imagine. 

 

Foundation for Dreams Thank You and Mission Cart  

We received the following thank you note from Foundation for Dreams:   

“We cannot say thank you enough for including us in the Annual Christmas Market! We love 

connecting with the community during this event and we take pride in our ability to make their 

donations truly meaningful. This support is instrumental in sustaining and growing our Dream Oaks 

Camp program, and is already being put to work to change lives in 2018! 

Camp offers a uniquely safe and supportive environment where children are encouraged to include 

rather than exclude, to explore new activities with courage rather than apprehension, and to 

celebrate differences rather than criticize them. You are the reason children with special needs and 

chronic illnesses can participate and succeed in activities adapted to their strengths, empowering 

them to learn new skills, make new friends, and develop a lifelong sense of exploration and wonder. 

You are making a difference that stretches far beyond our campus, impacting the hearts and lives of 

children for years to come.... Your support is essential for Foundation for Dreams to continue 

providing experiences that enable children to burn bright in ways they never thought possible! You 

are an integral part of making dreams come true.”         Elena Cassella, Executive Director 

 

Kirkwood remembers that having healthy meals is a blessing. Anyone interested in helping provide 

meals for those less fortunate simply collects 2 cents a meal. Our 2017 2 cents a meal quarterly 

collections totaled $1643! One third of the collection goes to Our Daily Bread and our Presbytery 

uses the rest for food ministries near and far. We celebrate this noisy collection of coins again 

on January 28. 

 

Thank you to our Children’s Lending Library librarians who make the library available from 3-

5pm Monday’s through Fridays and 10am-noon on Saturdays. If you can help be a part of this 

rotation as a regular librarian once or twice a month or weekly or if you can help sort donations of 

books, please sign up in the office. You can call 794-6229 to sign up too. 

 

Our Community Garden is growing! We have lawn signs to advertise our garden to interested 

gardeners, so ask for one if you want put one in your yard. Watching the Garden plots get planted and 

life start to grow is exciting for this outreach. Keep praying that our garden plants new seeds for the 

neighborhoods surrounding Kirkwood’s! Join us on January 6 as we celebrate the grand opening of 

both our Children’s Lending Library and the Community Garden after worship! 

 

Unfortunately, we had to cancel our 2018 comedy event. We hope to try to host another comedy 

show in 2019. Please let the office know if you have interest in trying to help organize that event. 

Happy New Year! 

 

Carolyn Roskamp 
Missions Outreach 

Mission Connections 
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Lessons and Carols 
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Christmas Potluck 
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Christmas Eve at Kirkwood & The Well 



Crafting @ 

Youth Christmas 

Party 2017  

Sr. High Summer 

Mission 2018 

JAMAICA 

Middle School 

The Great Escape 
Middle School 

Surf & Serve 2018 

June  15-23, 2018 July 9-13, 2018 
July 29—August 

3, 2018 
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  The deadline for articles for the February 2018 issue of the Kronicle is  

Tuesday, January 23rd 

 Prayer Chain requests should be submitted to the church office at 941-794-6229,  

 or to email: office@kpcbradenton.org. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
01/01 Kim Evans 

01/02 Martha Wilde 

01/03 Cathi Muckerman 

01/04 Kay Beverly 

  Mary Ellen Larson 

  Adrienne Scott 

01/05 Passy Greathouse 

01/06 Ernestine Basler 

  Jerry Horcha 

  Dackie Phillips 

01/08 Erven Jurs 

01/11 Hope Lee 

  Frances Smith 

01/12 Dianne Dearth 

  Francine Radtka 

01/13 Bob Conn 

  Madge Fleece 

01/16 Jane Ernst 

  Irene Hartley-Heil 

01/17 Melissa Herron 

  Vernoy Joret 

01/19 Donna Cumbee 

01/20 Mary Jane Brandt 

  Peggy Ervey 

  Paul Latham 

01/21 Ian & Kristen Brady 

01/23 Yvon Drouin 

  Bob &  Margo Teller 

01/24 Ron & Barbara Prete 

01/25 Ray & Susan Young 

01/26 Harriet Hoeksema 

01/27 Brooke Cobb 

  Zoli Hartai 

  Charlotte Thielen 

01/28 Richard & Jennifer Zavadil 

01/29 Carol Schulze 

  Allan & Diane Gill 

01/31 Helen Hartai 

  Betsy Phelps 

If your Birthday or Anniversary is 

not listed, please contact the church 

office to update our records. 

 

If you would like to receive a set of offering envelopes for 2018, 

please contact Sharon in the church office at 794-6229.  You may get 

either weekly envelopes or monthly envelopes.  Your new envelopes 

are available in the Narthex through January 7th, then you may pick 

them up in the office.  Keep in mind—some numbers have changed. 

 

We also offer online giving—it is quick and simple to use.  Check it 

out at www.thebiggreenchurch.org and click on  “More” then  

“Donate” 
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January Prayer  Calendar  2018            

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

For new  

beginnings 

2 

For community 
outreach with the 
Garden and  

Library 

3 

For those  

suffering with pain 

4 

The for church 
musicians 

5 

For us to show 
kindness 

6 

For the  

children of the 
church 

7 

Renewed  

energy and crea-
tivity for teachers  

returning to 
school 

8 

Safety and  

motivation for stu-
dents  

returning to school 

9 

For Manatee’s local 
blood bank to re-
ceive donors for 
their needs 

10 

Wise leadership for 
our President as he 
approaches one 
year in office 

11 

Warmth for KPC 
folk who are up 
north in wind and 
snow 

12 

Success for 
youth selling 
livestock/plants 
at the county fair 

 

 

13 

For the Men’s 
Breakfast 

14 

All our Sunday 
School classes 

15 

The leadership of 
our country 

16 

Our members who 
need God’s healing 
touch 

17 

The Session 

18 

For Manatee 
County Sheriffs 
and Bradenton 
Police Depts. 

19 

Give thanks to 
God who loves 
us 

20 

Uplifted spirits 
for those  

experiencing 
post-holiday 
depression 

21 

Bless our  

seniors with their 
health concerns 

22 

Make us mindful of 
the needs of oth-
ers 

23 

Help us “Be” the 
church 

24 

Help us be  

beacons of hope 

25 

Give our young 
people clear goals 

26 

Give us  

grateful hearts 

27 

Bless us with 
love 

28 

For joy to be in 
our hearts 

29 

For us to be Christ 
centered 

30 

For patience with 
others 

31 

Our Church  

Mission  

Partners 

   

       



Janaury 2018  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 

 

 

2 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

7 Al-Anon 

 

3 

6  Youth Group 

 

4 

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups 

5 The Well Band 

7 Choir Practice 

5 

Office Closed 

6 

 

7 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well 

10 Pray for Me Donut 

Breakfast  

11 Traditional 

12 Grand Opening of 

8 

7 Boy Scouts 

 

 

 

9 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

7 Al-Anon 

 

 

10 

1 Presbyterian 

Women 

6  Youth Group 

 

11 

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups 

5 The Well Band 

7 Choir Practice 

12 

Office Closed 

13 

8:30 Men’s 

Breakfast 

 

14 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well 

10 Children’s & Adult 

Education 

15 

5:30 Finance 

7 Boy Scouts 

 

16 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

7 Al-Anon 

17 

6 Youth Group 

 

18 

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups 

5 The Well Band 

7 Choir Practice 

19 

Office Closed 

 

 

20 

 

21 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well  

10 Children’s & Adult 

Education 

11 Traditional 

22 

7 Boy Scouts 

7 Session 

23 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

7 Al-Anon 

 

24 

6 Youth Group 

 

 

25 

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups 

5 The Well Band 

7 Choir Practice 

26 

Office Closed 

27 

 

28  2 Cents a Meal 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well 

9:30 ODB 

10:15 Congregational 

Meeting 

11 Traditional 

29 

7 Boy Scouts 

30 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

7 Al-Anon 

31 

6 Youth Group 

7 Choir Practice 

 

 

 

   

       



A Biblically-Centered Church in the Presbyterian Fellowship 

6101 Cortez Road West 

Bradenton, Florida  34210-2711 

 

To begin receiving our newsletter via email, please contact the church 

office at 941-794-6229, or by email to office@kpcbradenton.org. 

KIRKWOOD KRONICLE 

is published monthly by Kirkwood Presbyterian Church 

For suggestions and requests call: 941-794-6229  

Fax: 792-3616   e-mail: office@kpcbradenton.org 
 

OUR STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Hope Italiano Lee, Lead Pastor    hope@kpcbradenton.org 
Rev. Sung Lee, Associate for Worship, Technology & Youth sung@kpcbradenton.org 
Rev. Helen Hartai, Associate for Teaching & Care  helen@kpcbradenton.org 
Dominic Korzecki, Director for Adult Ed & Engagement dominic@kpcbradenton.org 
Paul Champagne, Director of Music Ministry   paul@kpcbradenton.org 
Carolyn Roskamp, Coordinator for Mission & Outreach  carolyn@kpcbradenton.org 
Karen Byrnes, Office Manager     karen@kpcbradenton.org 
Sharon Blackrick, Finance & Membership   sharon@kpcbradenton.org 
Kristen Thibodeaux Brady, Nursery Director   kristen@kpcbradenton.org 
Jonathan Shelley, Custodian/Handyman     

Sunday Worship:  
Chapel at 8:00 a.m., The Well at 9:00 a.m. and Traditional Worship at 11:00.a.m. 

Adult and Children’s Ministry 10:00 a.m. 
Office hours: 

Monday – Thursday:  8:30a.m. – 3:30p.m. 

Friday:  Closed    


