
Everybody Always Study 4 
 

Look at what’s in your bucket 
 

Grace.  
• In Jesus’ day, eating with people was a big deal.  
• If you ate with someone, it meant that you were interested in 

being friends with them.  
• It meant you accepted that person, and it was a sign to everyone 

else in the community about what mattered to you. 
• Jesus often ate with the wrong kinds of people. The people who 

had blown it. The people who were not respected. People seen 
as the worst example of godly living.  

• Opening up to God is not just about recognizing your own need 
but also about moving toward other needy people.  

• If you hang around needy people you will find Jesus.  
 
Checking in 
• From last week’s discussion - Did you do the move toward others 

activity? How did it go? 
• Any other reflections to share with the group? 
• What did you learn about yourself or about God?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scripture  
• Read John 17:20-23 
• What do you think Jesus has in mind when he prays that all his 

disciples would be “one”? 
• Jesus says unity of his disciples is what will tell the world that he 

was sent from God. Is the church of today known for its unity? If 
so, where do you see it? If not, why not? 

 
 
Some thoughts from the book or video. Discuss any or read and reflect.  
• You will turn into whatever you fill your “bucket: with. If you fill it 

with a bunch of love, you’ll actually turn into love.  
• The promise of scripture is that we each get to be new creations.  
• If you want more faith do more stuff.  
• Jesus don’t need your help, but he does want your heart.  
• Oneness = engaged 
• God grows us up by letting us do things and experience 

uncomfortable things.  
• Comfortable people don’t need Jesus. Desperate people do.  
• Don’t just agree with Jesus. Actually, do what He said.  
• Jesus was always available. He had time for everybody.  
• Who’s somebody you could engage whom you’ve been avoiding.  
• Who is somebody who has kind of creeped you out in the past 

that you could engage? 
 
Discussion Questions  
• Are there any difficult people or hard circumstances that have 

grown your faith? If so, what? How did y=it grow your faith? 
• How would you describe the difference between agreeing with 

Jesus and doing what Jesus said? What does this look like in your 
life? 



• If it’s true that whatever you fill your bucket with you’ll become, 
then what would you most like to fill your bucket with? 

• Is there anything that you need to take out of your bucket in 
order to live the life God has for you? If so, how will you start to 
do this? 

• We become open to Jesus when we are uncomfortable, afraid, or 
in need. What would your next “uncomfortable” step be in order 
to be open to God in a new way?  

 
 
Doing the Word.  
Supplies – 5-6 slips of paper, Styrofoam cup and pencil.  
Time to get real 
 
• Filling your bucket – You can fill your bucket with all sorts of good 

stuff that will help you love others, or you can fill it with all sorts 
of negative stuff that will get in your way.  

• The cup represents your bucket.  
• Write down a few things that are in your bucket that get in the 

way of you doing the stuff Jesus is calling you to do. 
o Fear, resentment, work, social media. Write each one on a 

separate paper.  
o Stack the papers to the side. No one is looking at other 

papers. Be honest.  
• Now, write down 2-3 things that you want in your bucket.  

o These are the things you want to turn in to.  
o Stack the papers to the side. No one is looking at other 

• Now, ball up the slips with the negative stuff written on them.  
o One by one but them in your cup.  
o This is a way to recognizing what’s going on in your life now.  
o Say a prayer, take each slip out of your bucket.  



o This is a way of saying to God, “I don’t want this influence on 
my life anymore, and I’m ready to get rid of it.  

• Now, take the slips of paper that name what you want to fill your 
bucket with. And one at a time fold them over and place them in 
your bucket.  
o As each one goes in, let your prayer be, God, I need more of 

this in my life. Please help me make that possible.   
• Surprise twist,  

o Take your bucket with you everywhere you go this week as a 
symbol of what you are asking God to do in you and a 
reminder of the kind of person you want to become.  

o Pay attention to how its presence shapes your attitude and 
imagination.  

o Pay attention to how God uses it to show you things about 
him. Take some notes.  

  
Closing Prayer  
God help us fill our buckets with the right things. God, fill our life’s with 
your plans so we can be more like you!  
 
 
Extra  
• People don’t follow vision, they follow availability.  
• Spend the rest of the week picking up your phone every time it 

rings.  
• Do other things to be available. ??? 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Reflect 
• Read Matthew 25:31-46 
• In the parable, Jesus says the criteria of who ends up as sheep or a 

goat has to do with these list… 
o Feeding the hungry 
o Giving the thirsty a drink 
o Welcoming strangers 
o Caring for the sick 
o Visiting people in prison 

• Maybe the list is not a bunch of things we have to do to try to 
earn God’s love but instead are a description of how-to live-in 
ways that say to God, I really care about you.  

• Jesus don’t need our help, but does want our heart.  
Discussion  
What questions does this parable of Jesus bring up for you? 
 
What are some of the ways that people show love to you? What is your 
primary Love language to express care to others? 
 
If God’s love language involves reaching out to people in all kinds of 
need, where are you already engaged in that kind of service? 
 
Are there other opportunities for connecting with the needy that God 
might be calling you to do as well? 
 
 
 
 

 
 


