
Everybody Always Study 3 
Chapters 7-9  

 
Playing it safe will steal your joy.  

 
Grace.  

• One of the things that get in the way of us connecting with God is 
our self-sufficiency.  

• Even if we follow all the rules, do all the right stuff, and pray all 
the right ways, we can still miss God if we’re doing it in our own 
strength.  

• We are most open to God when we are needy, busted, and 
broken.  

• It’s in our failures that we most easily find God, not in our great 
achievements.  

• This is an upside-down dynamic is what this session is all about.  
• Its about getting real enough regarding our own failures to meet 

the God who wants nothing more than to lavish his grace on us.  
• God cant lavish his grace on us if we don’t think we have any 

needs.  
 
 
Checking in 
• From last week’s discussion - Did you talk about the right stuff 

concerning the three individuals?  How did it go? 
• How did the people you spoke with respond? 
• What did you learn about yourself?  

 
 
 
 



Scripture  
• Read Matthew 6:1-4 
• Why do you think announcing “your righteousness in front of 

other’ is hypocritical? 
• What kind of reward is Jesus talking about in v4? 

 
 
Some thoughts from the book or video. Discuss any or read and reflect.  
• If you over-identify with the mistakes you have made and decide 

to “play it safe,” you will miss out on some of the best things God 
has for you.  

• Jesus doesn’t want you to show off your faith- he wants you to 
live out your faith.  

• You are not defined by your biggest failure. And you are not 
defined by your biggest success.  

• Instead of moving away from those who have failed, move toward 
them – not to be nice, but to be Jesus.  

• Can you honestly say, I need a second touch from God.  
• Failure is what God uses to remind you of your tremendous need 

for him.  
 
Discussion Questions  
• Have you ever been tempted to perform your faith to others? If 

so, when and where? 
• What does it mean to move toward people who have failed, and 

not away from them? How does that work? 
• What’s the difference between “being nice” and “being Jesus”?  
• Do you know your blind spots? Those areas in which you may not 

be perceiving the situation accurately?  
o Who is the person in your life who helps you to see them? 

 
 



 
Doing the Word.  
Supplies – index card, pencil.  
Time to get real 
 
• On the index card, write down a mistake you have made that you 

fear you might be over-identifying with.  
o These are the kinds of mistakes that can keep you from 

jumping toward the life that God has for you- the ones that 
make you want to stop trying and play it safe by never 
putting yourself out there again.  

o Be honest – No one is going to read your card.  
• Take the mistake index card and ball it up in your hand.  
• Stand, reflect the mistake and take two steps back.  
• Consider if you would like things to be different.  
• Now take a step forward to symbolize your desire to jump toward 

the new life for you and stop playing it safe.  
 

Closing Prayer  
As a group read Psalms 23:1-4 
 
Extra  
• Identify a place where there are people for whom the systems of 

our society are not working. (Park, bus station any place where 
people are intimately acquainted with struggle and even failure.) 

• Once you are in the space, just sit and be present for 30 mins.  
o Pray and ask God to show you where he is present – and 

also evaluate your own discomfort.  
o What are you learning about yourself in this place? 
o What are you learning about these people’s struggles? 
o What are you learning about God? 

• Make note and be ready to share next week.  



Reflect 
• Read John 9:1-11 
• Jesus wasn’t interested in who was at fault in this man’s situation.  
• When things have gone wrong in our lives, we can spend a ton of 

time dwelling on whose fault it was and resent the people who we 
feel got us in this spot.  

• We cant stay here.  
• Healing involves moving forward looking to see what God is going 

to do next.  
• Our God is not a God who wastes anything.  
• Can we trust what God is doing? 

 
Discussion  
Where are you feeling the most tempted to look backward and ascribe 
blame for the hard things in your life? 
 
When was a time when something good emerged out of a sad and 
tragic circumstance? 
 
Do you think this kind of thing could happen for you again? Why or why 
not? 
 
 
 
 

 
 


