I hope and pray that if you’re receiving this

Newsletter, you’ve also had a chance to be in
service for this past month +. We began, back
in July, taking a look at churches that are
similar to us in size and makeup….and have
struggled through some of the same things
we are struggling in (notice “through” and
“in”). We’ve done this because by examining
others, we can learn a great deal about
ourselves - AND see that there is light at the
end of the tunnel. If they got “through” it,
then so can we - and not blindly, because we
can use their experience to shed light on the
path we’re walking. Toward the end of
August I brought some men up front to form
a line of scrimmage from a football team.
Remember the point of the illustration?
When we don’t get really complicated plays
that have 20 moving parts correct, we need
to get back in touch with the basic plays,
make sure we understand those, run them
consistently, and then build on them so the
more complex plays have a foundation to be
run upon. And so it goes with our church.
We are ultimately accountable to God for
our every action and thought. We base our
beliefs and life on the Holy Bible. We,
identifying as Baptists, have agreed to accept

knowledge of God’s Word, and how He calls
us to live that out. We move forward as one;
unified in belief in One God, salvation being
granted as a gift to those who deserve not
their next breath. We receive grace and
mercy, and from us flows the over-pouring of
our hearts to witness to others. Greatness of
any institution is not defined when it is
doing well, but when things are difficult:
how it regroups, unifies, and steps forward in
faith toward agreed upon goals. How similar
and different the church is…. Yes, we are also
defined best when things are at their worst,
but not because of our belief in a program or
slogan, but by our changed hearts, unified by
The Holy Spirit, and saved by Jesus Christ.
We are at the line of scrimmage, ready to run
a basic play. Reaffirming our place in church
history, unifying, and stepping together as
one. I am more hopeful now than I have been
in quite a while. I pray that you are, too.
Together we can continue to walk toward
Christ; to move forward by the power of The
Holy Spirit.

the Baptist Faith & Message as an
affirmation of our denominational belief.
From that the Ministers of the Gospel have
adapted the BF&M to be applicable to TBC.
Our Constitution should flow from the
BF&M, and our Policies and Procedures from
the Constitution. Ultimately, our lives should
flow from all of those documents we believe
in, and they should ALL mirror one another.
In the spirit of my illustration during service
of the “back to basics” plan of a football team,
we also must get back to basics. Our end of
August/ beginning of September is dedicated
to The Baptist Faith & Message. We’ll reaffirm our commitment to Baptist doctrine,
Theology, Bibliology, and Ecclesiology, while
learning what makes us Baptists. This is a
For The King,
major step forward for a body of believers.
Pastor Mark
Getting back to basics helps us have a firm
Since ’64
foundation based on awareness and

TBC Family,
For many of our students, school is in full swing, and many parents may be feeling the hustle and bustle of back to school life. The youth are slowly adjusting
to the departure of our associate pastor, Pastor Justin Waples and his wife Abigail. The Waples have been an immeasurable part of ministry here at Thaxton Baptist
Church, and it is bittersweet that we wave farewell as they head into the next chapter of serving the LORD. There may be questions, doubts, and uncertainties as to what
the youth group will look like. Over the month of August, Pastor Justin and I led the students through a study of Samson’s story in Judges. Samson is a “hero of the faith”
that we can all relate to some degree whether we made mistakes, didn’t honor the Lord through our actions, or have let sin distract us from reaching our full potential. Our
youth are discovering that even the “heroes” that we look up to in the Christian faith were deeply flawed like us. However, they are also discovering how God used them
to accomplish His will despite their flaws. In each lesson, the gospel is being driven home as we also simultaneously explore how Christ succeeded where others failed.
Samson sacrificed his life to save the Israelites from the Philistine threat, as flawed as Samson was. Jesus, who knew no sin, sacrificed his life as the perfect atoning
sacrifice for the sins of all. Where some may say that it was Samson’s sin that led to his ultimate demise and sacrifice, it was our sin that drove the nails through Christ’s
hands. It was our vile deeds that lashed His broken body, and it was the hell that we deserve that He drank without one drop spilling out of the cup.
"Can God use a man like me?"
The recent studies have caused deep reflection and introspection into my early start to ministry. In 2012, I was in my freshmen year of college at Norwich University
Senior Military College in Northfield, VT. For those of you who don’t know, the freshmen year of military school is extremely difficult. A student surrenders their rights to
many items and activities that a normal college student could have. I was not allowed to have a television, electronics (with the exception of academic electronics), civilian
clothing, and only had a 10 minute phone call once a week. We wore some form of uniform 24/7, and were not allowed to leave campus unless given leave by the
commandants staff or for religious services. In fact, one of the first privileges we earned was the right to have a small framed photograph on our desk of a loved one! I felt
like Samson, as he must have felt when blinded. All of the distractions were removed from his life in one fell swoop. I would have to earn these privileges over the next
four years. With the distractions removed, I felt as though I was left with nothing but my sin and the Lord. Up until this point, I would probably consider myself a lukewarm
Christian and not fully living a sold-out life for Jesus Christ. The non-denominational Senior Chaplain (who was a solid man of the Christian faith and faithful teacher of the
gospel), had a briefing for all students on the religious services provided on campus. He started discussing his relationship with his wife and his love and care for her. I
saw that his love for her was just as Christ loves the church. It was at this moment that I realized I was only getting half the picture of what Christianity entails. That night I
prayed that if God could use a sinful man like me, I would be willing to give my life to serve Him. That night started my first steps of service in the kingdom, and I would
spend the next 6 years working with youth and college students in ministry as a teacher of God’s Word. Can God use a sinful person like you? I’m a walking testimony
that, yes, He can! If God can use Samson and someone like me, He can use you according to His glory! Consider how and where you might serve in His kingdom today.
Where to next?
I am pleased to announce that I have begun co-teaching the story of Joseph in Genesis with Robbie Catron. Joseph battled pride, the betrayal of his brothers, false
accusations, imprisonment, and bitterness vs forgiveness. It is my prayer that students will be able to relate to Joseph’s story. The story is challenging for many that have
been wronged by another person or people. How can Joseph forgive after all the wrongs that transpired against him? We are going to faithfully study and find out in
God’s word in the coming weeks! Please pray for our students and encourage them during this difficult season of life as they head into adulthood!
In Christ,
Kevin Focht, Pastoral Intern

September 2: Barry & Sue Saunders
September 9: Becki Robertson &
Joyce Zdenek
September 16: David & Faye Grant
September 23: Mike & Vicki Martin
September 30: Carl Saunders
October 7: E.L. & Karen McGuire
October 14: Cliff Overstreet & Jay Faucher
October 21: Bill & Virginia Shepherd
October 28: John & Melody Dooley
November 4: Dennis & Shelby Overstreet
November 11: Alan & Krystal Hullette
November 18: Barry & Sue Saunders
November 25: Becki Robertson &
Joyce Zdenek
December 2: David & Faye Grant
December 9: Mike & Vicki Martin
December 16: Carl Saunders
December 23: E.L. & Karen McGuire
December 30: Cliff Overstreet & Jay Faucher

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
Sunday, Sept. 2 @ 8:00 am

If you are “young at heart”, you are
invited to join us for a monthly
potluck luncheon on the first
Tuesday of each month. Bring a dish,
meet in the TBC Café at noon and enjoy
the great food, fun and fellowship!

Young at Heart Potluck Luncheon
Tuesday, Sept. 4 @ Noon
First Responders Sunday
Sunday, Sept. 9 @ 10:30 am

Members Business Meeting
Sunday, Sept. 9 @ Noon
Deacons Meeting
Monday, Sept. 10 @ 6:30 pm

All men are
invited to a
prayer breakfast
on the first
Sunday of every
month in the
TBC Café. It’s a free, hot breakfast with
fellowship and prayer leading up to
Sunday School.

Church Anniversary Celebration
Sunday, Sept. 16—dinner at Noon
Thaxton Community Center
Chicken Dinner Fundraiser
Sunday, Sept. 23, 11:30am-1:30pm
Fall Fest

Saturday, Sept. 29, 11am-3pm

Offerings $28,322.40

community. If you happen to be someone who
feels this way then please stop me sometime and
tell me all about your personal missions project
within our local community. I sincerely want to
hear about it. I have indeed been told of specific
missions that some of you have been doing and it
was really great to hear about them. I have been
By Don Slusher
encouraged by what some of you have been
Over the last nine plus years of writing this
doing. I was pleasantly surprised by one
column I have focused mainly on international or gentleman when he told me about how he was
foreign missions. My last few articles have been helping some folks who were not as fortunate as
about national missions, more specifically on
him. He was being so subtle about his activities
Hurricane Katrina and the aftermath along the
that they were not being noticed by me. He
gulf coast, particularly New Orleans. In this
quickly became a hero to me in that he was not
months article I want to turn to home missions.
seeking the praise of man but simply wanting to
So many folks have told me over the years that
help better the life of a neighbor.
they could never travel internationally or even
One of the things that home missions
nationally where an overnight stay away from
dedicated folks sometimes struggle with is what
home is involved. I am sure that many of these
can I do to serve my community. There are tons
folks do have a very good and legitimate reason of things. Some things are so simple that we
for making this statement but most I feel are
don’t necessarily think of them as missions. Let
unwilling to turn loose and allow God to use them me give you a couple of examples.
in very special and wonderful ways. My message
This past month we lost one of our sweetest,
to the latter of these folks is to be willing to
gentlest, and most loving members that I have
stretch yourself way beyond your comfort zone
ever met, not just in our church but anywhere,
and allow God to revel himself in ways you
Ouida Witt. For years I would not leave the
cannot imagine. I encourage you to dedicate
church at the end of the service until I had gotten
yourselves to say yes to God when opportunity
a hug from this true southern lady. She always
presents itself and you have a chance to serve
had a kind word and my day or do I dare say my
him either on foreign soil or in another state
week was made a lot better by her kindness. This
where you are in very unfamiliar territory. Some
in itself was missions, however she had one very
of these same folks have been very critical of
special thing that she always did that took her to
those of us who have been involved in foreign
the next level of kindness. She always made an
missions saying that missions begins at home
and that we should not be spending our money or effort to call me on my birthday. After a couple of
years of getting this special call I began to wake
ourselves on anyone outside of our local
up on my birthday expecting her call which

always came. I honestly don’t believe that if
everyone else had forgotten that it would not
have mattered one bit as long as I got my call
from Ouida. I missed her calls as she grew older
and no doubt her memory and strength faded.
Now she is gone and the calls will no longer
come but my memory of them will always be
there. This folks is missions!
Another example came from a cousin of mine.
My brother passed away a couple of months ago.
After the funeral my brother’s church invited us to
have a pot luck lunch in their fellowship hall.
There was a large gathering of people so the
church leaders asked that the immediate family
come to the front of the line which we did. My
wife, Nancy is not able to stand in line and dish
out her own food so I always go through the line
and get her food for her. After I do this I go to the
end of the line to get my own food. My cousin
saw me get near the front of the line. She came
up to me and said that she would hold a plate for
Nancy’s meal so that I could dish out her food as
well as a plate of food for myself thus making it
so much easier and enabling Nancy and I to eat
at the same time. This folks is missions! Showing
a little kindness, being aware of the needs of
others and being willing to step forward to help.
Sounds simple. However, I have not forgotten
this simple act and I doubt that I ever will. Simple
acts like this make people notice and bring them
back. Thank you cousin Connie for your help but
more importantly teaching me a valuable lesson.
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1
2: Nancy Yates
8: Don Tolley &
Tucker Grant
9: Clifton Krantz
11: Carl Saunders
14: Cliff Overstreet
15: Jimmy Cundiff
17: Christy
Leftwich
18: Bernice
Leftwich
20: Scott Smith
24: Ralph
Patterson
25: Nelson
Leftwich
26: Norris Fulton &
Joyce Zdenek
27: Nancy Slusher
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6:30 Apollos 1.75
6:30 Children &
Youth Bible Study
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5:30 Dinner
6:30 Apollos 1.75
6:30 Children &
Youth Bible Study

5:30 Dinner
6:30 Apollos 1.75
6:30 Children &
Youth Bible Study

Anniversary
Dinner @ Noon
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26
5:30 Dinner
6:30 Children &
Youth Bible Study

1: Bud &
Connie Dinwiddie
11: John &
Melody Dooley
28: Gene &
Dot Salyer

6

30

Every Sunday:
9:00 am Prayer Meeting in Pastor Mark’s Office
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship Service

11—3

Volunteers
Sunday
School
Greeters

David & Faye Grant

Bill Shepherd &
Virginia Shepherd

John & Melody Dooley

Garrett Patterson
Vicki Martin

Bill Shepherd
Virginia Shepherd

Ushers
&
Greeters

Bill Weir, George Lawhorn,
David Grant, Betty Jones,
Jason Davison,
Jimmy Overstreet, Mike Martin &
Bill Shepherd

Ron McCormick, Carl Saunders,
John Dooley, Garrett Patterson,
Bill Shepherd, Chuck Wheeler,
Jimmy Cundiff & June Cundiff

George Lawhorn, Bill Weir,
Ron McCormick, June Cundiff,
Scott Smith, David Grant,
Norris Fulton & Jason Davison

Jimmy Cundiff, David Turner,
Betty Jones, Mike Martin,
Norris Fulton, John Dooley,
Wesley Overstreet &
Scott Smith

Ron McCormick, Bill Weir,
Garrett Patterson,
George Lawhorn, David Grant,
Jason Davison, Wesley Overstreet
& Bill Shepherd

Van Drivers

Bill Shepherd

Bill Shepherd

John Dooley

John Dooley

Bill Shepherd

Clean Road
Workers

Barbara Catron

Joyce Zdenek

Wayne Lawhorn

Garrett Patterson

Barbara Catron

Offertory Prayer

Alan Hullette

Jay Faucher

Garrett Patterson

Pat Tibbs

Robbie Catron

Parking
Greeters

John Dooley

Tony Fisher & Jimmy Overstreet

Garrett Patterson &
Mike Martin

John Dooley

Tony Fisher &
Jimmy Overstreet

Worship
Time
Greeters

Stuart Byrd

Mike Martin

John Dooley

George & Cindy Lawhorn

Norris Fulton

Volunteers

September 2

September 9

September 16

September 23

September 30

Children and Youth Sunday School
Nursery: Birth-2 years
old

Jason & Alicia Davison

Judy Powell & Need Helper

Jason & Alicia Davison

Judy Powell & Need Helper

Judy Powell & Need Helper

Preschool: 3-5 years
old

Heather Price & Connie Morton

Heather Price & Connie Morton

Heather Price & Connie Morton

Heather Price & Connie Morton

Heather Price & Connie
Morton

K, 1st & 2nd Grade

Becki Robertson & Joyce Zdenek, or
Sandy McCormick & Cindy Meredith
(swap monthly)

Becki Robertson & Joyce Zdenek,
or Sandy McCormick & Cindy
Meredith (swap monthly)

Becki Robertson & Joyce Zdenek, or
Sandy McCormick & Cindy Meredith
(swap monthly)

3rd & 4th Grade

Dina Krantz, Margaret Sperrazza Dina Krantz, Margaret Sperrazza Dina Krantz, Margaret Sperrazza &
& Robbie Catron
& Robbie Catron
Robbie Catron

Youth Group (5th-12th
Grade)

Becki Robertson & Joyce Zdenek,
Becki Robertson & Joyce
or Sandy McCormick & Cindy
Zdenek, or Sandy McCormick &
Meredith (swap monthly)
Cindy Meredith (swap monthly)

Dina Krantz, Margaret
Sperrazza & Robbie Catron

Dina Krantz, Margaret
Sperrazza & Robbie Catron

Kevin Focht & Need 2 Helpers

Children's Church
Nursery: Birth-2 years
old

Melody Dooley & Delaney Smith,
or Jordan Overstreet & Zana
Smith (swap monthly)

Jenny Krantz & Need Helper

Kim Tolley & Janet Linger

Pam Sheppard & Need Helper

Pam Sheppard & Need
Helper

Preschool: 3-5 years
old

Brandy & Tommy Botteicher

Jeri & Bob Plott

Becki Robertson &
Joyce Zdenek

Jason & Alicia Davison

Jason & Alicia Davison

K through 4th Grade

Traci Jefferson & Need Helper

Sue Saunders & Becky Lugar

Margaret Sperrazza &
Robbie Catron

Dina Krantz & Need Helper

Dina Krantz & Need Helper

Dina Krantz & Sandy
McCormick

Dina Krantz & Sandy
McCormick

Wednesday Evening Service
Birth-4th Grade
Youth Group (5th-12th
Grade)

Traci Jefferson & Need Helper

Becki Robertson &
Joyce Zdenek

Barry & Sue Saunders

Kevin Focht & Need 2 Helpers

Fried Chicken, Potato Salad, Green Beans, Roll,
Dessert, Coffee, Tea, Lemonade

Adult: $8

Child: $4
Carryout Available

All proceeds will be used for maintenance and
improvement of the Thaxton Community Center

Thaxton Baptist Church

Thaxton Baptist Church
1067 Penicks Mill Road
P.O. Box 32
Thaxton, VA 24174
1067 Penicks Mill Road
tinawainscott@thaxtonbaptist.org
Thaxton, VA 24174
tbcsecretary@verizon.net

Jane Atkins
Runk & Pratt Nursing Home
208 Gristmill Drive in Forest
434-385-0297


Jean Holland
1395 Union Church Road in Thaxton
586-1460


Betty Jo Turpin
c/o Gwen Melton
132 Churchill Dr., Lynchburg 24502


 Ouida Witt
Bedford County Nursing Home
Room 202A
1229 County Farm Road, Bedford
586-7658

