
 

 

 
Can you believe it? We’re staring down the 
final 1/4 of the year. Every time October rolls 
around I ask the same question: Where did this 
last year get to? Wasn’t it JUST January? How 
the passing of years picks up speed is a 
phenomena that I’ll never understand.  

 
But you know what? The question that rears it’s 
head every year around this time is a good one 
for reflection. At what point did this year get 
away from us? What did we set out to do, and 
complete or leave unfinished? How am I doing 
in my personal goals when I consider the 
family/church/work goals that 2018 ushered in, 
and is soon to usher out? It’s not over yet, but 
the year is waning. If we intend to finish what 
we started, then we better get to it, right?  

 
This month’s Fall Fest not only saw over 600 
registered guests, but 15 Liberty University 
Students in Evangelism joining us plus a score 
of TBC members manning all the booths, doing 
set-up and teardown. We added a prayer tent 
this year. Not only did we pray for folks, but we 
gave out more than 100 Bibles to children and 
adults alike. It was fantastic! Thank you for all 
of the dedicated workers, prayers, and bakers 
(Cake walk).  

 
Speaking of the LU students: We are going to 
be joined by 15 more students on Thursday,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

October 11th at 5:30 to do neighborhood 
evangelism. We’re going to share the Gospel, 
and invite the community to attend our  
Trunk-or-Treat celebration on Saturday, 
October 27th from 5-7PM. We will also have a 
prayer tent added at this event. Regarding the 
LU involvement - if we want to have continued 
help from and partnering with such a vibrant 
group, we need to make sure we have 
involvement. They are partnering with us, not 
doing this for us. I can’t wait to see how many 
of you come and catch a bit of their excitement. 
It is truly contagious!  

 
Make sure you are connecting with our interns, 
helpers, and resident visitors at every 
opportunity, TBC. These young folks are away 
from home so they have a need to find a new 
church home, a supportive community….a 
good meal. :) Don’t be shy about inviting a few 
of them out or over, to enjoy “home time” with  

 
people that care about their brothers and 
sisters in the faith.  

 
Contact has also been made with LU for more 
music practicum students and interns. The 
possibilities are here for the taking: LU wants to 
get involved, and we want to give them the 
partnership opportunity. Amen? The PCHE 
(homeschoolers) are well into their school year 
and are thrilled for our open desire to serve 
them. Let’s all look for more opportunities to 
have these young families feel welcomed and 
loved.  

 
All the wonderful activity at TBC is just the tip of 
the iceberg. As we all strengthen our ability to 
share the Gospel, let’s focus on what matters: 
The making of disciples of all nations to the 
glory of Jesus Christ! Everything else takes a 
back seat when you focus on The Way, The 
Truth, and The Life.  

 
All for The King,  

 
Pastor Mark  
since ‘64  



 

 

TBC Family,  

 

I pray that you are having a spectacular fall season thus far. The youth group  

continues their study of the “Heroes of the Faith”. Even though the students may 

have grown up in the church hearing the stories of Moses, Joseph, Samson, Noah, 

and other Biblical figures, the students are able to approach the stories with a fresh 

perspective. They may have found in their previous studies that these  

Biblical heroes were relatable in nature. These deeply flawed people were still used 

by God despite their deep rooted issues and challenges in life. My prayer is that the 

students will humbly submit to being used by God in their families, schools, commu-

nities, and in every other facet of life despite their own personal flaws.  

 

Where we were  

Over the past two months the students have had the opportunity to explore the life of 

Samson and Joseph. In September, the teenagers took an in depth look at  

Joseph in Genesis. Here was a man that was given the ability to interpret dreams by 

the LORD. This obscure gift was viewed with skepticism, envy, and bitterness by Jo-

seph’s brothers. Joseph did not know at the time, but God had given him that gift for 

a specific purpose. That purpose was to save many from the famine that would come 

in the future. Joseph was deeply blessed with gifts, and he used those gifts to serve 

faithfully both his master and the LORD. Everywhere Joseph went he succeeded. As 

a slave, as a prisoner, and as the second-in-command over all of Egypt, Joseph 

thrived. Consider how you can use your gifts to serve God today!  

 

Joseph was met with the difficult challenge of betrayal, false accusations, and  

slavery. Have you ever been accused of something you didn’t do? Were you  

betrayed by someone you thought you could trust? Our students have found that  

 

they could relate to some degree to Joseph’s story as we have all been faced with 

hardship in life. Joseph came to two overwhelming conclusions. The first being that 

God sometimes uses the wickedness of others to accomplish the greater good. For 

example, Joseph’s ability to interpret dreams landed him a position in Pharaoh’s 

court. From that position, Joseph was able to save many from the coming famine. 

Had Joseph’s brothers not sold him into slavery, Joseph would have not been in the 

position to save many from the famine. Lastly, Joseph made the decision to forgive 

his brothers despite their wicked deeds. His brothers deserved worse, but Joseph 

showed them grace. For all those in Christ, we have received grace that we didn’t 

earn. It is with that same grace that we forgive those that have wronged us.  

 

Where we are headed  

I am pleased to announce that over the month of October the students will be  

looking at the life of Moses. Did you know that Moses murdered a man in Egypt out 

of rage? Did you know that many biblical scholars believe that Moses had a speech 

impediment? Moses was far from perfect, but God continued to use this stubborn 

man according to His glory. It is my prayer that students will feel called to share the 

truth of Jesus Christ to their friends, family, and neighbors. Moses went back into 

Egypt to set his people free from the bondage and slavery there. Will you go into 

your communities to set people free from the bondage of sin with the gospel of  

Jesus Christ? Where is your own personal Egypt? Is it school? Is it work? Is it your 

own family? Whatever your “Egypt” may be, let us break chains of bondage  

together as we proclaim Christ to a fallen broken world! Who is with me!?  

 

In Christ,  

Kevin Focht, Pastoral Intern  



 

 

 

All men are invited to a prayer breakfast 
on the first Sunday of every month in 
the TBC Café.  It’s a free, hot breakfast 
with fellowship and prayer leading up to 
Sunday School.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
Young at Heart Potluck Luncheon 
       Tuesday, Oct. 2 @ Noon 

 
Men’s Fellowship Outreach  
       Friday, Oct. 5 @ 5:30 pm 

 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
       Sunday, Oct. 7 @ 8:00 am  

 
Deacons Meeting 
       Monday, Oct. 8 @ 6:30 pm 

 

Mugs & Muffins Painting  
       Saturday, Oct. 13 @ 9:00 am 

 

***Pastor Appreciation Day—October 14 
 

Thaxton Community Center Council Mtg.  
       Tuesday, Oct. 16, 5-7 pm  
 
Trunk or Treat  
       Saturday, Oct. 27, 5-7 pm  

 

 

 

 

If you are “young at heart”, you are  

invited to join us for a monthly  

potluck luncheon on the first   

Tuesday of each month.  Bring a dish, 

meet in the TBC Café at noon and enjoy 

great food, fun and fellowship! 

 

October 7:  E.L. & Karen McGuire 

October 14: Cliff Overstreet & Jay Faucher 

October 21: Bill & Virginia Shepherd 

October 28: John & Melody Dooley 

 
November 4: Dennis & Shelby Overstreet 

November 11: Alan & Krystal Hullette  

November 18: Barry & Sue Saunders 

November 25: Becki Robertson &  

           Joyce Zdenek 

 
December 2: David & Faye Grant 

December 9: Mike & Vicki Martin 

December 16: Carl Saunders 

December 23: E.L. & Karen McGuire 

December 30: Cliff Overstreet & Jay Faucher 

 

 

 

 

 
Offerings $22,080.25 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      On April 16, 2011 the sky grew dark over Bertie 
County North Carolina. Bertie County is considered to 
be the poorest county in North Carolina. The black 
clouds began to produce lots of wind, lightening, 
thunder and hail. Soon some of the clouds began to 
turn slowly. In a short time the speed of the swirling 
clouds increased and tornadoes were spawned. The 
county is flat, peanut growing land so the half mile 
wide tornado, with estimated 160 mile per hour winds, 
had very little resistance as it began to dance across 
the county. There were a few patches of trees that were 
soon uprooted but more importantly there were homes 
and businesses in the way. An estimated forty homes 
were severely damaged and sixty seven others were 
completely destroyed. Eleven people lost their lives 
and countless others were injured. On one corner lot 
formed by the intersection of two rural country roads 
an elderly gentleman was left homeless as he watched 
his home disintegrate around him. A short distance 
down the road from him stood a mobile home where 
his daughter and her husband lived along with another 
family member. The tornado picked up the mobile 
home and tossed it into a brushy area at the back of the 
property. The daughter was thrown from the mobile 
home into the yard but her husband and the other 
family member were killed. 

 

 

 

      Soon after the storm many folks and helping 
agencies moved in and began to help the people made  

homeless by the tornado or to help repair the damage. 
One of these agencies was Samaritan’s Purse who we 
had worked with just a few months before in New 
Orleans. One of the local residents testified that 
Samaritan’s purse was on site with equipment and 
volunteers before he could even get out to help his 
neighbors. Some of us from Thaxton Baptist 
volunteered to go see what we could do to help. So, in 
the fall of 2011 we traveled to Bertie County and 
checked into the Samaritan’s Purse headquarters at 
Askewville Baptist Church in Askewville, North 
Carolina. As usual everything was completely and 
well organized so all we had to do was set up our own 
individual living space and prepare to start our week 
of work. Askewville Baptist Church allowed us to set 
up sleeping spaces in their Sunday School rooms. 
When the church added on a fellowship hall they 
installed showers in each of the restrooms for such a 
time as this. We had our meals in the fellowship hall 
with different neighborhood churches taking turns 
supplying the food and cooking it for all the 
volunteers. Those eastern North Carolina folks sure 
knew how to cook. After the evening meal we would 
have a time of devotions as well as a short time after 
breakfast. Each of us were assigned rotating chores to 
keep the place clean and operating properly. At the end 
of our week we were to have everything back in its 
place just exactly as we found it. 

     

      Our days were spent working on the continuing 
construction of brand new homes to replace the ones  

 

 

 

that were destroyed at no cost to the home owner.  

Samaritan’s Purse replaced nine of the sixty seven 
homes that were destroyed. We had the privilege of 
working on the two homes of the elderly gentleman 
and his daughter who I mentioned earlier in this 
article. We got to meet with both of them and hear 
their heartbreaking stories while at the same time 
share the joy with them as they witnessed their new 
homes being built. It seems that every cut that was 
made, every nail that was driven, or every shingle that 
was placed on the roof took on an expectation of 
perfection to help put some semblance of normal life 
back into the victims of the tornado. The spiritual 
aspects of our work was not overlooked. Our leader 
from Samaritan’s Purse said for us “to preach the 
gospel and if necessary use words”. In other words our 
actions of being there as volunteers spoke much more 
than a lot of us had the talents to speak verbally. There 
is a testimony on YouTube of one of the victims of the 
tornado who gave his life to Christ as a result of what 
Samaritan’s Purse did and said to him during the 
process of building him a new home. Others, 
including team members renewed their determination 
to live a life worthy of a child of God. Not only were 
new homes being built here on earth but new homes 
were being claimed in heaven which Jesus said that he 
was going to the Father and was going to prepare a 
place for the believer  so that we might live with him. 

     

      Folks, as I said in my last article, this is missions. I 
do not envy anyone who has never taken time to help 
a neighbor or a complete stranger when Christian 
action is required. 

By Don Slusher  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Folks, we’ve been talking about safety 

for a while now. We had active shooter 

training for places of worship in March 

and invited other churches to join us. 

One of the things we learned is “It can 

happen to you!” And “It can happen 

here!” 

 

We had one of our members that was 

present at the training in March was 

present at an actual “Active Shooter” in 

Wisconsin just recently! Thankfully, he 

wasn’t in the immediate area and was 

not injured, but he can attest to the fact 

that it can happen where YOU are!! He 

heard the shots and immediately 

dismissed them as something else. Then 

when screaming started it registered.  

 

 
 

Unfortunately, we have to train our  

brains that when we hear something  

that “could be a gun shot” to assume  

that it is until you’re sure it’s not!!  

 

Just this last week, in Troutville, there 

was a wreck where the police were 

chasing a subject, he got out and ran 

and broke into an apartment in a 

neighborhood where we have friends 

living. Thankfully there was no one at 

home and after a 12 hour standoff the 

police captured him.  

 

Folks, this is the world we live in today! 

We hope and pray that nothing ever 

happens here at our church, BUT the  

reality is it very well could! Everyone,  

 

 

 
 

keep your eyes and ears open and if you 

see or hear something that concerns you 

on the safety front, please let someone 

know! If you see a window or door open 

and unattended, let someone know! We 

all can be safety minded and work 

together to keep God’s church safe and 

secure! 

 

Thanks , 

 

Your Safety Team  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 6: Dana Grant 
10: Will Grant & 
Barbara Bauer 
12: Charles  
Sheppard 
13: Pastor Mark 
Giganti &  
Bryce Grant 
18: Gene Salyer 
22: Peggy McGuire 
25: Chuck Wheeler 
& Pamela  
Sheppard  
26: June Tyler 
27: Bob Zdenek 
28: Julie Manck  
30: Bradley 
Botteicher 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
4: E.L. &  
Karen McGuire  
14: Marvin &  
Mary Amos  
  

 

 
 
 

 

 

1  2  3 
5:30 Dinner 
6:30 Apollos 1.75 

6:30 Children &  
Youth Bible Study 
7:30 Choir Practice 
 

4  
 

 
 

5  
Men’s  
Fellowship 
Outreach 
Thunder Valley 
5:30 pm 

6   
 

  
     
  

7  8 
 

9  
 
 
 
  

10 
5:30 Dinner 
6:30 Apollos 1.75 

6:30 Children &  
Youth Bible Study  
7:30 Choir Practice 
 

11 12 13 

14 15 

  
 

 

16    
Thaxton  

Community  
Center Meeting 
@ TCC   7 PM 

17  
5:30 Dinner 
6:30 Apollos 1.75 

6:30 Children &  
Youth Bible Study   
7:30 Choir Practice 
  

18  
 

 
 
 

19 

  
20  
   
  

21 22 23 24 
5:30 Dinner 

6:30 Apollos 1.75 
6:30 Children &  
Youth Bible Study   
7:30 Choir Practice 

25 26 
 

27  

28 30 31 
 

No Bible Study 

   
Every Sunday: 

 9:00 AM Prayer Meeting in Pastor Mark’s Office 

 9:30 AM Sunday School 

10:30 AM Worship Service 



 

 

Volunteers 

Sunday 
School 

Greeters 
David & Faye Grant 

Bill Shepherd & 
Virginia Shepherd 

John & Melody Dooley 
Garrett Patterson   

David Turner 

Ushers  
& 

Greeters 

Bill Weir, George Lawhorn,  
David Grant, Betty Jones,  

Jason Davison,  
Jimmy Overstreet, Mike Martin &  

Bill Shepherd 

Ron McCormick, Carl Saunders,  
John Dooley, Garrett Patterson,   
Bill Shepherd, Chuck Wheeler,  
Jimmy Cundiff & June Cundiff 

George Lawhorn, Bill Weir,  

Ron McCormick, June Cundiff,  

Scott Smith, David Grant,  

Norris Fulton & Jason Davison 

Jimmy Cundiff, David Turner,  
Betty Jones, Mike Martin,  

Norris Fulton, John Dooley,  
Wesley Overstreet &  

Scott Smith 

Van Drivers Bill Shepherd Bill Shepherd John Dooley  John Dooley 

Clean Road 
Workers Barbara Catron Joyce Zdenek Wayne Lawhorn Garrett Patterson 

Offertory Prayer Kevin Focht Sharon Fisher Richard Linger Tony Fisher 

Parking 
Greeters 

Tony Fisher & Jimmy 
Overstreet 

Garrett Patterson &  
Mike Martin 

John Dooley 
Tony Fisher & Jimmy 

Overstreet 

Worship 
Time 

Greeters 
Vicki Martin Norris Fulton Garrett Patterson David Turner 

     



 

 

 

Children and Youth Sunday School 

Nursery: Birth-2 years 
old 

Jason & Alicia Davison Judy Powell & Need Helper Jason & Alicia Davison Judy Powell & Need Helper  

Preschool:  3-5 years 
old 

Heather Price & Connie Morton Heather Price & Connie Morton Heather Price & Connie Morton Heather Price & Connie Morton  

K, 1st & 2nd Grade 
Becki Robertson & Joyce Zdenek, or 

Sandy McCormick & Cindy Meredith (swap 
monthly) 

Becki Robertson & Joyce Zdenek, or Sandy 
McCormick & Cindy Meredith (swap 

monthly) 

Becki Robertson & Joyce Zdenek, or Sandy 
McCormick & Cindy Meredith (swap monthly) 

Becki Robertson & Joyce Zdenek, or Sandy 
McCormick & Cindy Meredith (swap monthly) 

 

3rd & 4th Grade 
Dina Krantz, Margaret Sperrazza & 

Robbie Catron  
Dina Krantz, Margaret Sperrazza & 

Robbie Catron  
Dina Krantz, Margaret Sperrazza & 

Robbie Catron  
Dina Krantz, Margaret Sperrazza & 

Robbie Catron  
 

Youth Group (5th-12th 
Grade) 

Kevin Focht & Need 2 Helpers 

Children's Church 

Nursery: Birth-2 years 
old 

Melody Dooley & Delaney Smith, or 
Jordan Overstreet & Zana Smith (swap 

monthly) 
Jenny Krantz & Need Helper Kim Tolley & Janet Linger Pam Sheppard & Need Helper  

Preschool:  3-5 years 
old 

Brandy & Tommy Botteicher Jeri & Bob Plott 
Becki Robertson &  

Joyce Zdenek 
Jason & Alicia Davison  

K through 4th Grade Traci Jefferson & Need Helper Sue Saunder s & Becky Lugar 
Margaret Sperrazza &  

Robbie Catron 
Dina Krantz & Need Helper  

                                       Wednesday Evening Service 

Birth-4th Grade Traci Jefferson & Need Helper 
Becki Robertson &  

Joyce Zdenek 
Barry & Sue Saunders Dina Krantz & Sandy McCormick  

Youth Group (5th-12th 
Grade) 

Kevin Focht & Need 2 Helpers   



 

 

 

Trunk or TreaT 
Come and eaT 
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 Men’s Fellowship Outreach 

Thunder Valley in Salem on Friday, Oct. 5 

 

 

 

 

All men are invited!  We will meet at the church at 

5:30 pm and take the church van.  There’s go karts, 

laser tag, mini-golf, arcade, thunder bowl, food and 

beverages—let’s go have some fun! 

*************************************************** 

 

    

 

Women’s Event: Mugs, Muffins & Painting 

Come join us on Saturday, October 13 at 9:00am for 

a light breakfast and a fall painting activity led by 

Amanda Morgan. We will paint a small canvas for fall 

and enjoy a time of fun, fellowship and prayer. Cost 

of materials is $10. Please sign up before October 10 

on the sheet in the Welcome Center, or Sue 

Saunders at 540-309-0382. All funds that are not 

used for supplies will be donated to the Children’s 

Ministry. 

 
 June Tyler 

2211 Moneta Road 
Bedford 

587-4137 

 
 Jane Atkins 

Runk & Pratt Nursing Home  
208 Gristmill Drive  

Forest 
434-385-0297 

 
 Jean Holland 

1395 Union Church Road  
Thaxton 

586-1460 

 
 Betty Jo Turpin 
c/o Gwen Melton  
132 Churchill Dr.  
Lynchburg 24502 

 


