
Pastor’s Passage 
“What’s been going on at TBC in the past month that I want to talk about”? This 

question is where I begin my composition each month. Then I ask, “What do I need 

to let everyone know about what’s coming up at TBC”? An interesting look out of 

the windshield and rear-view mirror of our church…. Rear View: We’ve had VBS 

Training for leaders of the upcoming VBS week in June, the Deacons spent a Sat-

urday diving into scripture, practicing the delivery of the Gospel, and rehearsing 

their roles in our two different styles of Communion. The Search committee for our 

Pastor of Music and Assimilation has entered their final interview stage. The Search 

Committee for our Youth and Children’s Pastor has just begun their process. Five 

people went through our Membership process, and were accepted as members of 

TBC by the entire congregation. Apollos training continues on Wed night parallel to 

Wed night Bible Study, and our Haiti Mission Team has had a number of fundrais-

ers to help get them closer to their June Sojourn to the island. Personnel reviews of 

the staff have begun (an annual event….more on that later). Windshield: We have 

another Baptism this month, Baby Dedication on Mother’s Day, An Ordination, A 

Youth Dinner-show and Auction, And more folks going through our membership 

process that want to covenant with TBC as members of the body. Toward the end 

of the month we’re going to be doing the “full gear-up” to VBS which begins with a 

Fun Fair on June 4th. Put this on your calendars…it’s an all-hands-on-deck event 

where we welcome the community to come have fun and sign their kids up for VBS 

(and we invite them to church) the following day. While you have your  

 

 

 

calendars out: Saturday Sept 10th is set to be our Church Picnic Day - a family fun 

day in a Park with food, games, and probably a pie in the face for Pastor Mark. :) 

Another day to mark down, our Annual Fall Festival at Catron’s Farm on Saturday, 

September 24th (Rain date Oct 15th at the Church) We have had close to a year to 

get to know one another. I have truly enjoyed the folks who have met me half-way 

in reaching out to break the ice, but there are a number of you that I haven’t spent 

any quality time with, and I can only imagine it’s for one of two reasons: Maybe 

you’re not interested at this time, or maybe some of you just haven't found the op-

portunity. I can’t do anything about the first, but the second I can. Let me remind 

you of a few opportunities we have to connect. They are: Dinner with the Giganti’s, 

after church on Sundays, any day during the week that I’m not already meeting 

with another person, couple, or team, at events we host, on committees, by volun-

teering to work with me on a project, by taking a mission trip together, by signing 

up for my weekly Download, by Emailing me to “Chat”, by calling to talk, texting to 

talk, calling or texting to set up some time together, by inviting me to lunch, by invit-

ing me to your home, by becoming a deacon…and for of you newer attendees - 

coming to Lunch with Mark. I’m hoping you’ll simply meet me half-way in any of 

those places so we can connect. Standing in the back of the sanctuary on Sunday 

to shake your hand (although nice) won’t connect us. Spending just a little quality 

time will. For those of you who haven’t met me half-way yet…will you? I’d really like 

to get to know you.  

In Christ  

Pastor Mark  

Since ‘64  

 



  

TBC STUDENTS  

From the OUTLET 

Happy May to everyone and welcome to spring. The month of 

April ushered in our first bon fire of the year at the Nickols Funny 

Farm. While the turn-out was light the food and fun were off the hook. 

We started the night by watching “A Shocking Message” by Paul 

Washer and then it was on to the three F’s of the evening Food, Fun, and 

Fire. As the youth played a lengthy game of Manhunt. The adults chat-

ted as they sat around the fire. Our Next bon fire is scheduled for June 

17th from 7:00 to 11:00. 

Our big event for the month of May is the Youth Dinner Show 

and Auction on the 21st. Mark your calendars as you will not want to 

miss the fun of a country western themed BBQ and show. There will be 

a silent auction as well as a live auction. The entertainment for the 

evening will be a good old fashioned talent show. There are opened slots 

for the congregation to come and display a talent. Don’t be bashful come 

dressed in your best country western duds and join the fun. See Ed 

Nickols, Irene Nickols, or a youth for tickets or to reserve your spot in 

the talent show.  

Anyone who has a graduate (High School, Tech School, College, or 

other) this year please see Ed Nickols to discuss the details. We will be 

recognizing their accomplishments on June 5th during the worship ser-

vice. All names need to be in by May 22nd. 

 

TBC Kids 

From The Children’s Department  

After a busy start to the year, things in the children’s depart-

ment slowed down a little in the month of April. On Wednes-

day nights they are continuing their study of both state side 

and foreign missionaries in the Children in Action club. At 

the writing of this article the children are preparing to provide 

special music on Mother’s Day.  

Sunday mornings have seen the introduction of a new cur-

riculum that takes the children through Bible lessons with an 

Amusement Park theme. They are learning biblical truths in 

a fun a refreshing new way. In children’s worship time they 

are working on perseverance and a few other added good-

ies including Magic with a Message from Alan Hullette. Re-

member VBS is just around the corner, Kick-off day is June 

4th and VBS runs from the 5th through the 9th. We need many 

volunteer to make this happen, so please consider the gift of 

your time. The rewards are innumerable.  



POTLUCK   
LUNCHEON 

Tuesday, May 3 @ 
Noon 

 
Join the Young At Heart for a potluck 

luncheon in the Café.  If you are 
“young at heart”, bring a dish and 

come enjoy great food, fun and fel-
lowship!   

 

 

May 1 @  8 AM 

 
All men are invited for a prayer 

breakfast in the Café at TBC.  It’s a 
free, hot breakfast, fellowship and 

prayer leading up to Sunday School.    

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS  
TEAM SCHEDULE 

 

May 1 Randy & Dina Krantz 

May 8 John & Melody Dooley 

May 15 Robbie Catron 

May 22 Dennis & Shelby Overstreet 

May 29 Alan & Krystal Hullette 

June 5 Traci Jefferson & Anna Laura  

 Simpson 

June 12   Barry & Sue Saunders 

June 19 Ed & Irene Nickols 

June 26 Becki Robertson & Joyce Zdenek 

July 3 David & Faye Grant 

July 10 Mike & Vicki Martin    

July 17 E.L. & Karen McGuire 

July 24 Gail Wilcher 

July 31    Cliff Overstreet & Dack McKinney 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
       Sunday, May 1 @ 8 AM 
 
 Young At Heart  
     Potluck Luncheon 
       Tuesday, May 3 @ Noon 
 
 Deacons Meeting 
       Monday, May 9 at 7 PM 
 
 Youth Dinner Show & Auction 
       Saturday, May 21, 6-8:30 PM 
 
 Church Council Meeting 
       Monday, May 23 @ 7 pm 
 
 
  
      
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Men’s 



on a more positive note, I did get to experience this special trip. God blessed all of 

us to a particularly wonderful time which I am sure none of us will ever forget. I 

only wish that everyone of you who are reading this article could have been with 

us. I sincerely hope that each of you, if at all possible would make a trip into the 

mission field at one point if you have not already done so. And even if you have 

gone before that you will not stop with just one trip but make multiple trips. Not 

every trip will be like our experience in Chota but every trip will have moments 

and special blessings that will be seared into your minds. If you can't go yourself, 

send someone. If you can't send someone, pray for or encourage those who go. 

For how long are we supposed to do this? As a friend of mine says, “until the 

whole world knows.” 

 

                                       

JOURNEY INTO MISSIONS         By Don Slusher 

Wrapping Up Our Visit to Chota 

     I sit here writing this months article with much the same feelings that I had the day 

that our bus left Chota, Peru to begin our long journey home. As a team we had just 

enjoyed the better part of two weeks with our new friends in Chota. I felt a great deal 

of satisfaction with the accomplishments of this team. By every measure the trip had 

been a success. A building was started for the conference center and pastor training 

facility; the entire team became a family of hard workers and had of attitude of what 

can I do to help; our interaction with the locals was wonderful as we explored for and 

found common bonds within our different cultures; under the leadership of Don Shire 

we had opportunity to evangelize and see people won to the Lord; old friendships 

were renewed with some of the folks that I had worked with in the past; and, we got to 

see some more of the wondrous creation that I God made for us. Yet, with this feeling 

of success, there was a feeling of sadness that our time in Chota was over. I came to 

love the warmth of the sun as it's rays penetrated the cool mountain air and baked deep 

into aching muscles. I appreciated taking deep breaths of the same air and standing in 

admiration of the mountain ranges that surrounded our valley. Everyday was looked 

forward to knowing that while there was hard work to do, the work was stress free and 

enjoyable  as both our experienced and inexperienced workers joked and yet had deep 

discussions between each other. Now, that time was over. A celebration went on the 

night before in which a wonderful meal was served, thank yous were exchanged and 

tears were shed. 

     The engine of our bus came to life and we began our journey through the winding 

streets of Chota out into the countryside. In a short while we began our ascent into the 

higher mountains and began thinking about the narrow cliff hugging roads that we had 

to travel. Yet my sadness at leaving kept tugging at my heart. I guess I knew deep 

down that this would be my last time to see Chota and to a lesser extent my feelings 

were that I probably would not get to work with my good friend and missionary Jose' 

David Acosta ever again or to never again experience one of my favorite countries, 

Peru. So far that has proven to be true thus my feeling of sadness as I write this.  

Lady selling fresh produce 
probably from her own  

garden. 

Not an uncommon site as this young man 

plows his fields with a yoke of oxen. 

Very few farm tractors were to be seen 

because of the steep terrain. 

Pack train bringing the farm products 
to town. There were about fifteen 
horses fully loaded with sacks of 

really nice potatoes. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1   8 AM Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast 

2  3  Noon—Young 
At Heart Potluck 
Luncheon- 

 
 

 4   5:30 Dinner 
6:30 Adult Bible Study, 
Youth Group & TBC 
Kids 

7:30 Choir Practice 

5   
     

6    

 

7  
 

 

8    
 

 

 

 

9    
 

7 PM Deacons  
Mtg. 

10 

   

11 5:30 Dinner 

6:30 Bible Study, 
Youth Group & TBC 

Kids 

7:30 Choir Practice 

12 
 

 
 

13 
  

14 

 
 

15   16 

 
 

17  18  5:30 Dinner 
6:30 Adult Bible Study, 

Youth Group & TBC 

Kids 

7:30 Choir Practice 

19  
 

 

 20   21 
6-8:30 PM  

Dinner Show & 
Auction—Youth 
Fundraiser 

22 23 

 
7 pm Church 
Council Mtg. 

 24  
 
 

25 
5:30 Dinner 
6:30 Adult Bible Study, 
Youth Group & TBC 
Kids 

7:30 Choir Practice 

26 
 

 

  

27 

 
 

28 

29   30 

 

31 

 
 

 

   
 

  

       

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
1: J.D. Smith  

4: Debbie McKinney & Shane 

Danby  

7: Jimmy Overstreet & Libby 

Chapman  

12: Frances Bobbitt, Mary John-

son & Mildred Adkins 

13: Haylee Wood 

16: Amanda Overstreet,  

19: Karen Russell 

20: Carol Martin, Connie Morton, 

Cheryl Harris, Shelby Overstreet 

& Tony Fisher  

22: Donna Clayton 

24: Robbie Catron 

25: Bessie Lam, Bill Holland &    

Becky Carrico Wiseman  

27: Sheryl Hayes  

28: Teresa Hatcher & Donna 

Smith 

29: Bonnie Arnold  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2: Mick & Maryanne Over-

street 

10: Don & Kim Tolley 

21: Jim & Connie Morton 

26: Carl & Kathy Saunders 

29: Richard & Patty Turpin 

31: Donnie & Nancy Slusher  

  

 

 



May 1 May 8 May 15 May 22 May 29 

S.S. 

Greeters David & Faye Grant Bob & Jeri Plott 
Bill Shepherd & V 

Virginia Shepherd 

Gail Wilcher &  

Cindy Lawhorn 

Ward Chapman & 

 Libby Chapman 

Ushers 
and  

Greeters 

Betty Jones, Jake Catron, Da-
vid Norcross, Teresa Nor-

cross, Greg Wood, J.D. 
Smith, Mike Martin & Stewart 

Grant  

Brenda Smith, Christina 
Smith,  Dack McKinney, Matt 

Saunders, Norris Fulton, 
Chuck Wheeler, Jimmy Over-

street & Jimmy Cundiff 

 
David Norcross, Teresa Nor-
cross,  David Grant, Stewart 
Grant, David Grant, Tucker 
Grant, Will Grant &  Mike 

Martin  

Jimmy Cundiff, Betty Jones,  
J.D. Smith, Jake Catron, 

Chuck Wheeler, John Dooley, 
Wesley Overstreet & Scott 

Smith 

Brenda Smith, Christina 
Smith,  Dack McKinney, Matt 

Saunders, Norris Fulton, 
Chuck Wheeler,  Ward Chap-

man & Libby Chapman 

 Van Drivers Bill Shepherd Bill Shepherd John Dooley John Dooley Bill Shepherd 

Clean Road  
Worker Teresa Norcross Ralph Patterson William McKinney Mike & Christy Leftwich Joyce Zdenek 

Deacon in 
Prayer Anna Laura Simpson J.D. Smith Chuck Wheeler E.L. McGuire Randy Krantz 

Infant,/ 

Walker/  

Preschool 
Workers  

Infants:    

Allan Hayes & Anna Carrico 

Walkers/Preschool:  

Jenny Krantz & Nancy Yates 

 

Infants:    

Emily Stevens & Kelly Harmo-
ny 

Walkers/Preschool:   

Jessica Gonzalez & Angelina 
Smith 

 

Infants:   

Kim Tolley & Janet Linger 

Walkers/Preschool:   

Judy Danby & Becki Robert-

son 

 

Infants:   

Pam Sheppard & Barbara 

Bauer 

Walkers/Preschool:   

Tommy & Brandy Botteicher 

 

Infants:    

Allan Hayes & Anna Carrico 

Walkers/Preschool:   

Judy Danby & Becki Robert-

son 

Children’s 
Worship 

Ed Nickols, Traci Jefferson & 

Dina Krantz 

Ed Nickols, Niki Garten &  

Becky Lugar 

Traci Jefferson, Margaret 

Sperrazza & Robbie Catron  

Ed Nickols, Traci Jefferson & 

Norris Fulton 

Family Worship Day 

(ages K-5 worship with par-

ents) 

Parking  

Greeters 
Ed Nickols 

Dack McKinney &  

John Dooley 

Tony Fisher &  

Jimmy Overstreet 

Ralph Patterson &  

Mike Martin 
Ed Nickols 

Worship Time Greeter Dack McKinney Norris Fulton Ralph Patterson Jimmy Overstreet Stuart Byrd 



 

  

 

Happy Mother’s Day! 
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Cave Quest 
I know it is hard to believe, 

but it is almost time for VBS. This 

year’s theme is Cave Quest. The 

children will take an exciting, fun 

filled, week long journey in to the 

dark recesses of the caves to have 

an encounter with the one true 

God. The dates for this year’s ex-

travaganza are: VBS kick-off June 

4th, VBS opening night June 5th, 

and VBS closing night June 9th. 

The Co-Directors for this event 

are Angelina Smith and Jessica 

Gonzalez.  

If you would like to volun-

teer, please call Ed Nickols at 540-

875-8295. 

    

Saturday, May 21, 2016                           

            6:00 – 8:30pm 
Put on your cowboy boots and join us for a good 

old country and western barbeque dinner 

served by our youth.   

Lasso up some fabulous buys in our silent auction. 

You can bid on a variety of items donated by 

local businesses and folks.   

Enjoy the talent show as the youth and our church 

family kick up their heels to entertain you with 

drama and music.  

Fill your belly with some scrumptious desserts 

created with love by our youth and sold in a 

live auction.   

 Be ready for some hilarious surprises all in an ef-

fort to raise funds to send our youth on a 

mission trip to Nashville, TN.          

Buy your tickets in advance from any Thaxton 
Baptist Church Youth or by calling Ed Nickols 
(540) 875-8295 or Irene Nickols (540) 875-
8265.  Tickets are $10 for adults and  

$5 for children 10 and under.  
 

 

 


