
Pastor’s Passage 

The Groundhog didn’t see his shadow this winter, and neither 

did I …. as I dug out of my first winter storm in over 25 years! Is 

Spring here yet??? What I do see is the Pastor Search commit-

tees (and yes, that’s plural) working to find the people called to 

fill two critical roles at TBC. The first: Pastor of Music and As-

similation, and the second: Pastor of Children and Youth. Pre-

dictions are that by mid-year we could have one or both on 

board…and (whew) I know we’re all looking forward to it. 

Please pray for continued strength and wisdom for the mem-

bers of those teams. You have undoubtedly seen and/or heard 

that we are limiting the announcements made on Sunday morn-

ing from the pulpit. We are trying to keep the main thing the 

main thing: Christ, and the preaching of the Word. The deacons 

have decided to streamline our service toward that end, and I 

applaud and support their leadership in that direction. For this 

reason (fewer announcements) I want to remind you of the im-

port we all put on communication of new initiatives, ministry up-

dates, and time-sensitive dates of upcoming events.  

To better facilitate communication on critical issues, I direct you 

to your weekly bulletin, the announcements that roll on the  

 

screen for 20 minutes before service begins, our website,  
and the Business Meetings of TBC. These are at your finger-

tips, and mitigate the oftheard “Well, no one told me…”. You 

can find all of the information you need, when you need it. 

The resources are yours for the taking. Please avail your-

selves of them. As we approach Easter at the end of the 

month, I urge you to invite someone that doesn’t have a 

church home, or doesn’t visit it, to come spend some family 

time with us. The Living Lord’s Supper will be presented on 

Thursday, March 24th at 7:00 PM, and Easter Sunrise Ser-

vice at the Community Center at 7:00AM. In addition, we will 

celebrate our Traditional Easter Service at 10:30 on Easter 

Sunday Morning. These are great venues to extend invita-

tions to your friends and neighbors to come with you. Let’s 

continue to embrace the family communion, and educational 

opportunities offered at TBC, and look to ways to volunteer to 

assist in the many ministries that we are called to support. 

Where are you plugging in?  

Many blessings, my Brothers and Sisters.  

Pastor Mark, since ‘64  

 



  

TBC STUDENTS From the OUTLET 

From the Outlet 

Let me open this with a big thank you to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

He has done great things in the youth department and many of those were 

seen at the Sweetheart Dinner. The youth took the opportunity to serve, 

and showed the love of Christ in all that they did. They served a three 

course meal, including filling drinks to just over 100 people, entertained 

and then cleaned-up. All of this was accomplished with smiles that came 

from joyful hearts. With the help of too many people to mention the youth 

were able to raise over $1200 dollars towards our summer mission trip to 

Nashville, Tennessee. However, that is not all the youth did in the month of 

February. We had a blast at the annual Super Bowl party. There was food, 

games, and fun had by all. The game itself was pretty good but the compa-

ny at the party was incredible. Congratulations to all those Bronco fans out 

there. We now turn our focus to the upcoming events March 6 is the Silver 

Ring Thing. A one night presentation aimed at the teen culture and the 

need to maintain purity. During the week of spring break, we are taking a 

road trip to Kentucky to visit the Creation Museum. This will be a two 

night trip with a lot of bonding time for the youth, and great information 

on the biblical account of creation. Remember you are all invited to come 

and visit the youth whether it’s during Sunday school or Youth Group on 

Wednesdays. 

Thank you all for your prayer for our youth. 

The Youth Ministry Team. 

 

TBC Kids—Children’s Hallway 

Children’s News 

What a wonderful month in the children’s department. The children were 

given the opportunity to supply special music during adult worship and they 

knocked it out of the park. They performed two song for the congregation, 

Big House and I Gave My Heart to Jesus. They would like to thank every-

one for the opportunity and look forward to doing it again on Mother’s Day. 

They children will also be performing on Easter morning as they present the 

Easter message. In worship time the children have been looking at what it 

means to cooperate and why it is important for doing God’s work. Wednes-

day nights are filled with dinner and Children in Action. Through their 

Wednesday night studies, the children are learning about foreign and state 

side missions and missionaries. The children also went on an afternoon trip 

to McDonalds and then on to BounceAbout in the Lynchburg Mall. A fun 

time was had by all. Next outing will be on March 13 to Roanoke. Also 

keep listening for an announcement on a ladies tea for the young ladies in 

the children’s department. If you have not had the privilege to work with the 

children call Ed Nickols to find out what you are missing and where God 

can use you. 

Thanks for your continued prayer for our children, 

Children’s Ministry Team  
 



POTLUCK  LUNCHEON 
Thursday, March 3 @ Noon 

 
Join the Young At Heart for a potluck 

luncheon in the Café.  If you are 
“young at heart”, bring a dish and 

come enjoy great food, fun and fel-
lowship!   

 

 
March 6 

                    8 AM 
 
 

Join the Thax-
ton Baptist men for prayer breakfast 
in the Café.  It’s a free, hot break-
fast, fellowship and prayer leading 

up to Sunday School. The breakfast 
is open to all men.   

BUILDING RELATION-
SHIPS TEAM SCHEDULE 

 

Mar. 6    David & Teresa Norcross 

Mar. 13   Ralph & Carol Patterson 

Mar. 20 Bernice Leftwich & Judy Danby 

Mar. 27 Jimmy Cundiff & Carl Saunders 

Apr. 3 E.L. & Karen McGuire 

Apr. 10 Gail Wilcher 

Apr. 17 Cliff Overstreet & Dack McKinney 

Apr. 24 Bill Shepherd & Greg Wood 

Apr. 31 Randy & Dina Krantz 

May 1 John & Melody Dooley 

May 8 Robbie Catron 

May 15 Dennis & Shelby Overstreet 

May 22 Alan & Krystal Hullette 

        

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Young At Heart Potluck Lunch-

eon 
       Thursday, Mar. 3 @ Noon 
 
 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
       Sunday, Mar. 6 @ 8 AM 
 
 Deacons Meeting 
       Monday, Mar. 7 at 7 PM 
 
 Business Meeting 
       Wednesday, Mar. 9 at 6 pm 
 
 Living Lord’s Supper Program 
       Thursday, Mar. 24 at 7 pm 
 
 Church Council Meeting 
       Monday, Mar. 28 @ 7 pm      
  
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
               



 

gathered crowd. Don Shire continued to play his trumpet and we began to circu-

late through the crowd passing out the tracts and the bibles. Soon, some of our 

team began giving their testimony using our missionary, David Jose' Acosta, to in-

terpret. After the testimonies, David Jose' preached the message. At the time of in-

vitation all the team members were to disperse though out the crowd to receive 

and pray with anyone that desired to do so. Soon many people were coming for-

ward to receive Christ or to request prayer. We spent quite a bit of time working 

with our new Christian brothers trying to offer council as best we could due to the 

language barrier. All in all, a very successful evening. Lives were changed, people 

added to the rolls of the local church and in some cases interest was increased in 

what it meant to be a Christian. Our team also received a huge blessing just get-

ting to be a part of the evening. 

     Now, back to the police officer that I spoke of in the beginning of this article. 

As he got closer, I began to assume that he was there for some reason concerning 

our inopportune evangelistic meeting. Was it because we did not get permission or 

a permit? Were we in violation of some ordinance concerning passing out infor-

mation or the bibles? I knew that in a minute we would know whether he was 

there to arrest us or for some other reason. When he got to us he asked if we were 

the ones passing out the bibles in the park the night before. I thought, uh oh, here 

it comes. A time of persecution was upon us all. A chance to do some jail time for 

Christ. Our response was yes, we were the ones. He then asked, do you have some 

more of the bibles? We would like to have some for our officers. Not sure just 

how I felt at that time. Relief for sure but also a little, and I mean a very little dis-

appointment in that we were being denied an opportunity to suffer for the cause of 

Christ. Acts 5:41 speaks of the apostles “rejoicing because they had been counted 

worthy of suffering disgrace for the name”. But, we had extra bibles so the police 

officer was happy as were we, so we headed off to continue the work on our pro-

ject. 

 

 

Next month: Wrapping Up the Visit to Chota 

JOURNEY INTO MISSIONS           By Don Slusher 

  

Evangelizing In Chota 

     We were standing in front of our hotel waiting for our ride out to the job site. Look-

ing up the street we saw a police officer walking down the sidewalk toward us. I was 

thinking that he was just on one of his patrols but it seemed his attention was focused 

on us as he approached. I began to think about why he would be interested in any of 

us. After all, we were missionaries visiting his village and to my knowledge, none of 

us had violated any laws, unless, it could possibly have something to do with the night 

before. 

     Our visit to Chota happened to coincide with a week of celebration in the city. We 

were not sure of why the people were in such a festive mood or just what holiday they 

might be observing but there was a lot going on the time that we were there. There 

was a carnival atmosphere with games, food booths, stages for entertainers and some 

rides set up in the main city square. At the end of the week there was supposed to be a 

bull fight in the city arena. Fireworks and cherry bombs were being shot off at all 

times of day and night. Many times we were awakened by a boom that echoed through 

the streets in the wee hours of the morning. It seemed that people were coming into 

the city for the celebration so the streets were crowded. To us this made for a good op-

portunity to do some evangelizing. We spent a couple of evenings walking through the 

streets, enjoying the activities and the great food. We were also trying to scout out a 

location that we could use to present the gospel. It seemed that every available space 

was taken where the crowds were gathered. Someone discovered a city park that was 

about a block away from the main street that was being used for the main access to the 

celebration area. We tried to find someone who had the authority to give us permission 

to use this space but no one was found. So, we decided to go ahead and have our ser-

vice there. The plan was to set up loud speakers, have tracts to pass out as well as 

small new testament bibles written in Spanish. Our team leader, Don Shire would start 

the service by playing his trumpet through the loud speakers accompanied by a choir 

made up of our team and members of the local church. This should get the attention of 

anyone passing by. As these people gathered, others would hear the trumpet and see 

the 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1  

    

 
 

 

2   5:30 Dinner 

6:30 Bible Study & 
TBC Kids 

7:30 Choir Practice 
 

3     Noon—Young 
At Heart Potluck 
Luncheon 
  

4 
 

 

5  

 

 

6      8 AM Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast 

 

 

 

7   
 

 

7 PM Deacons 
Mtg. 

8  

   

 
 

9   5:00 Dinner 

5:30 Business Mtg. 

6:30 Bible Study, Youth 

Group & TBC Kids;     

7:30 Choir Practice 

10  
 

 
 

11  
 
  

12 

   
 

13 

 

14 

 

 
 

15 16  5:30 Dinner 
6:30 Adult Bible Study, 

Youth Group & TBC 

Kids 

7:30 Choir Practice 

17  
 

 

18 

  

19  

20  21 

 

 

22   
 

 

7 pm Community 
Center Mtg. 

23  5:30 Dinner 
6:30 Adult Bible Study, 
Youth Group & TBC 
Kids 

7:30 Choir Practice 

 24  

 
7 PM Living 
Lord’s Supper 
Program 

25 
 

 
 

26 

27  

 

28 

 
7 pm Church 
Council Mtg. 

29 

 
 

 

30 5:30 Dinner 
6:30 Adult Bible Study, 
Youth Group & TBC 
Kids 

7:30 Choir Practice 

31 

 
 

   

       

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
1: Albert Yates  

2: Margaret Sperrazza  

3: Terry Russell & Phyllis 

Truxell  

5: Jimmy Robertson, Jr. 

6: Barry Saunders & Stanley 

Strickland  

9: Junior Gardner  

10: Mary Lou Gardner  

12: Anita Overstreet & Mor-

gan Wood 

14: Johnny Hatcher  

16: Larry Moncada,  

17: Angelina Smith  

19: Kim Tolley  

20: Sonny Fulton, Delaney 

Smith & Pat Tibbs 

22: Sharon Thompson  

24: Elizabeth Craighead  

26: Mary Amos & Forest 

Wagner  

27: Dylon Hatcher 

28: Michael Leftwich & Patsy 

Overstreet  

29: Mark Ellis 

30: Zana Smith  

31: Mary Davis  

 

 

 

 

8: James & Frances King  

(Happy 65 years!)  

18: Berry & Helen Over-

street  

19: Charles & Pamela 

Sheppard 

 

 



March 6 March 13 March 20 March 27 

S.S. 

Greeters 
David & Faye Grant Bob & Jeri Plott Bill Shepherd & Virginia Shepherd 

Gail Wilcher &  

Cindy Lawhorn 

Ushers 

and  

Greeters 

Robbie Catron, Jake Catron, David 
Norcross, Teresa Norcross, Greg 
Wood, J.D. Smith, Mike Martin & 

Stewart Grant  

John Dooley, Scott Smith, Dack 
McKinney, Matt Saunders, Norris Ful-

ton, Chuck Wheeler, Jimmy Over-
street & Wesley Overstreet 

J.D. Smith, Greg Wood, David Nor-
cross, Teresa Norcross, Chuck 

Wheeler, John Dooley, Wesley Over-

street & Scott Smith 

Robbie Catron, Jake Catron, David 
Grant, Stewart Grant, David Grant, 

Tucker Grant, Will Grant &  Mike Mar-
tin  

 Van Driv-

ers 
Bill Shepherd Bill Shepherd John Dooley John Dooley 

Clean Road  

Worker 
Teresa Norcross Ralph Patterson William McKinney Mike & Christy Leftwich 

Deacon in 

Prayer 
Randy Krantz E.L. McGuire Ed Nickols Dennis Overstreet 

Infant, 

Walker/ 

Preschool 

Workers  

 

Infants:    

Allan Hayes & Anna Carrico 

Walkers/Preschool:  

Jenny Krantz & Nancy Yates 

 

Infants:    

Emily Stevens & Kelly Harmony 

Walkers/Preschool:   

Jessica Gonzalez & Angelina Smith 

 

Infants:   

Kim Tolley & Janet Linger 

Walkers/Preschool:   

Judy Danby & Becki Robertson 

 

Infants:   

Pam Sheppard & Barbara Bauer 

Walkers/Preschool:   

Tommy & Brandy Botteicher 

 

Children’s 

Worship 

Ed Nickols, Traci Jefferson & 

Dina Krantz 

Ed Nickols, Niki Garten &  

Becky Lugar 

Traci Jefferson, Margaret Sperrazza & 

Robbie Catron  
 

W/C Greeters 

Parking 
Ed Nickols 

Dack McKinney &  

John Dooley 

Tony Fisher &  

Jimmy Overstreet 

Ralph Patterson &  

Mike Martin 

Worship Time 

Greeter Dack McKinney Ralph Patterson Stuart Byrd Jimmy Overstreet 



 

  Join us for               

The Living Lord’s Supper Program at  

Thaxton Baptist Church Worship Center 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, March 24 @ 7 pm 
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Community Easter Sunrise 
Service 

Thaxton Baptist Church 
and Epworth United Meth-

odist Church 

March 27 at 7:00 am 

Thaxton Community Center 

 

Donuts and coffee after 
the service 

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering 

Each year, we honor the life and advocacy of Annie 

Walker Armstrong (1850-1938) when we give to the 

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering® for North American 

missions. As a tireless servant of God and a conta-

gious advocate and supporter of missions efforts 

throughout the world, Annie Armstrong led women to 

unite in missions endeavors that ultimately led to the 

formation of Woman’s Missionary Union, for which she 

served as the first corresponding secretary. Annie be-

lieved in and followed Christ with all her heart, but it 

was her hands that expressed that belief in tangible 

ways. She spent a great amount of time typing and 

handwriting letters in support of missions. Many of 

these letters were quite lengthy and all were filled with 

conviction that more could and should be done in our 

missions efforts. Annie also never hesitated to use her 

hands to reach out to hug a child or distribute food, 

clothing and the Word of God to those in need. Her 

hands held her own Bible as she studied to know how 

best to share Gods love with others. And, most im-

portant, Annie was a woman of prayer, folding her 

hands in prayer to intercede for the missionaries and 

for those they were helping discover Christ. Annie ral-

lied churches to give more, pray more and do more for 

reaching people for Christ. As modern-day missions 

advocates unite to continue that work today, we can be 

confident that her legacy will also be ours.  


