
 

 

 Pain and Suffering is but a symptom of the real problem. The 
real problem is that our world currently exists far from God 
and the abundant riches of His Kingdom.  All of creation is in 
a type of poverty. A poverty of lacking God’s good rule and 
resources. Our world is currently under rulers who are not 
like God and we all experience the resulting pain and 
suffering (John 14:30, Romans 8:20-22).  
 
God’s plan was never to leave us or any of His creation far 
from Him and His resources. No, God’s plan has always been 
to give us and all of creation exactly what we all need. For 
humanity we need to be connected to God, who gives us life 
and the abundant riches of His Kingdom (John 10:10, 17:1-3). 
The rest of creation it is waiting on US. It is waiting for us to 
be connected to God and have access to His abundant riches 
and regain the dominion God planned for us from the 
beginning. (Gen 1:16)  

Romans 8:19-21 says: For the creation waits with eager 
longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For the 
creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation 
itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 

 

Jesus brought the Kingdom of God near through his life & 
death and we still love to read how the symptoms of pain 
and suffering were fixed through His miracles. Those 
miracles often give us hope. Sometimes we cling to them as 
the answer and pray for a miracle to ease our pain and 
suffering. However, miracles are not our hope. They are only 
the byproduct of being close to the real hope. The real Hope 
is God and relationship to Him is the solution.  By being 
reconnected to the Father through Jesus, The Kingdom is 
near.  
 
Jesus told His disciples to preach the same message, “the 
kingdom of God is near, repent and believe the good news” 
and they too saw the pain and suffering removed as they 
brought the kingdom of God near. They believed and did 
even greater works (John 14:11-14). The miracles were not just 
the proof that the message was real, they were the message 
visible, “See how near the Kingdom of God is.”  

You do not cure disease by treating the symptoms and 
ignoring the underlying causes. Yet we walk around having 
suffered a Spiritual decapitation and say, “I’ll be ok, I just 
need something for the pain,” We pray and ask for the pain 
and suffering to go away.  We want the resources of the 
Kingdom without the Kingdom.  The suffering and pain is 
there to tell each of us we need our Head back on and we 
need that relationship to the Head to be healed.  
 
“Pastor!” you say, “none of this is giving me much comfort in 
my pain and suffering. Because my suffering is very real and 
very present, and I don’t like it.” I hear you. I too am a human 
living in the same world you are. I know your sorrows and 
pain and weep and pray for you. But we will NEVER find 
lasting comfort in comfort.  
 
Comfort will never be the solution to pain and suffering in 
our world, it is a trick, a lie, a trap. The deceiver wants to 
offer you the warm bowl of comfort if you will sell your 
birthright of inheritance and dominion. Then once sold He 
will and kill and destroy you so you can never rise to reclaim 
the dominion that is yours. The dominion in God’s Kingdom 
that will fix all that is broken and is only yours when you are 
connected to the Head, Christ.   
 
My comfort now comes through hope. Hope that there is a 
reason for all the pain. Hope God is the solution. Hope God 
will one day put all things right. Hope I can be part of the 
solution through Jesus Christ now and that one day God will 
raise me up with Jesus Christ to reign in His image and 
likeness so all of creation will be set free from its bondage 
to corruption and obtain freedom through Jesus.  
 
As we draw near to the Kingdom, pain and suffering have a 
purpose and we are given help. They are not removed, but 
they get easier to bear. This is how James the brother of 
Jesus can write, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and 
sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you 
know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 
Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature 
and complete, not lacking anything.” This is how in the book 
of Acts the apostles rejoiced that they were counted worthy 
to suffer for Christ.  This is how Paul can write,   

“we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, 
and character produces hope, and hope does not put us 
to shame, because God's love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 

Sufferings are given purpose through our faith and eased 
through the Spirit of God. (John 14:16, 26; 2 Cor 1:4)  

 
Miracles (which are only the natural consequence of 
connection to God) happen as we do the will of the Father 
and ask things in the name of our Savior Jesus. He has all 
authority and power in heaven and on earth and will use all 
things for good. He will use pain to mature you and make you 
to be like Him. He will use your previous suffering to help 
others through suffering so you can comfort them and point 
them to the Solution. Suffering in this world should be met 
with comfort from us as the people of God. We should obey 
the commands of God and care for others.  But comfort 
should never be our final goal, God is.  God is gracious to use 
suffering now to draw us to Him, to be like Him and to enjoy 
the abundant riches of His Kingdom.  
 

Romans 8:18, 26-29, 32, 35, 38 
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us . . 
. Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not 
know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself 
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he 
who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the 
will of God. And we know that for those who love God all 
things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose. . . to be conformed to the image of 
his Son.  He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up 
for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all 
things? Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? I am sure that [nothing] in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



 

 

   

 

Why is Missions Important for our Church? 
 

Most believers would agree that missions is important for a healthy church.  But why is it important for Thaxton Baptist Church to support local, 

regional, and international missions?  First and foremost, missions is the direct outpouring of what Christ accomplished on the cross!  Christ leads 

us by example- His submission to God’s plan: His love for all people, including those He grew up around (John 4, Luke 7) and “foreigners” (Matthew 

15, Luke 17); His ultimate sacrifice for the entire world (1 John 2:2 He himself is the sacrifice that atones for our sins—and not only our sins but the 

sins of all the world.)  As the body of Christ, missions allows us the PRIVILEGE of partnering with God to present God’s gift to the entire 

world.  Second, participating in missions is a command given not only in each of the four gospels by Jesus directly, but going and loving is 

commanded in other parts of Scripture.  (Acts 13, Romans 10, 1 Chronicles 16, Psalm 93).  When we, as a body, participate in local, regional, and 

international missions we are FOLLOWING the Lord’s COMMAND.  Lastly, and most practically, missions allows us as a body to fellowship, edify, and 

encourage one another.  Hebrews 10:24-25 (ESV) says, “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to 

meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”  Jesus is returning to 

establish His kingdom…soon.  Serving together not only strengthens our personal faith, but it strengthens us as a body, as well as our community, 

region, and world so that we can TOGETHER “with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 15:6 ESV). 
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 Nursery—9:15 AM   

 ϭƐƚ�^ƵŶĚĂǇ ϮŶĚ�^ƵŶĚĂǇ ϯƌĚ�Θ�ϱƚŚ�^ƵŶĚĂǇ ϰƚŚ�^ƵŶĚĂǇ 

sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌ�ϭ  �ĞƩǇ�:ŽŶĞƐ <ƌŝƐƟŶ�tĂƐŬĞǇ �ŽŶŶŝĂ�tŽŽĚƐ �ĞďďŝĞ��ĂƌƌŝĐŽ 

sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌ�Ϯ  �ĞďďŝĞ�^ƋƵŝƟĞƌŝ  <ĂƚĞ�tĂƐŬĞǇ :ŽǇĐĞ��ĚĞŶĞŬ >ŝŶĚĂ�&ƌŽƐƚ 

     

     

 Nursery—10:15 AM    

 ϭƐƚ�^ƵŶĚĂǇ ϮŶĚ�^ƵŶĚĂǇ ϯƌĚ�Θ�ϱƚŚ�^ƵŶĚĂǇ ϰƚŚ�^ƵŶĚĂǇ 

sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌ�ϭ  DĞůŽĚǇ��ŽŽůĞǇ <ŝŵ�dŽůůĞǇ :ĂŶĞƚ�>ŝŶŐĞƌ �ĞďďŝĞ��ĂƌƌŝĐŽ 

sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌ�Ϯ  :ŽƌĚĂŶ�KǀĞƌƐƚƌĞĞƚ �ĂŶĂ�'ƌĂŶƚ :ĂĐƋƵĞůŝŶĞ�^ƉĞƌƌĂǌǌĂ >ŝŶĚĂ�&ƌŽƐƚ 

     

     

 3's & 4's Children's Church—10:15 AM  
 ϭƐƚ�^ƵŶĚĂǇ ϮŶĚ�^ƵŶĚĂǇ ϯƌĚ�Θ�ϱƚŚ�^ƵŶĚĂǇ ϰƚŚ�^ƵŶĚĂǇ 

sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌ�ϭ  �ŽŶŶŝĂ�tŽŽĚƐ�Θ�:ŽǇĐĞ��ĚĞŶĞŬ :ĂĐƋƵĞůŝŶĞ�^ƉĞƌƌĂǌǌĂ �ĞĐŬŝ�ZŽďĞƌƚƐŽŶ &ŝŶŶ�^ƚƌŝĐŬůĞƌ 

sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌ�Ϯ  DĂƩŚĞǁ��ĞĂŶ <Ăƚ�^ƚƌŝĐŬůĞƌ �ĂƌďĂƌĂ��ĂƵĞƌ sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ 
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