
 

Pastor’s Passage 

As I write this, the Haiti team is on the 

precipice of our International outreach. Je-

sus said to minister right where you are, 

near by, and far away. This is the far away 

part, and yet it is near. You see, we’ll all be 

ministering to one another as we minister 

to those we are going to visit. A wise man 

once said, “He who teaches learns twice”. 

If you want to enhance your understanding 

of the Gospel, teach it to someone else. If 

you want to get in touch with humanity, 

reach out to more humans. I encourage 

you to build yourselves into olympic-sized 

prayers, by praying for your brothers and 

sisters who are enjoining the journey of 

sharing the Gospel in Haiti. Time for true 

confessions: I am an eternal optimist. I can 

see the greatest potential in things that 

others don’t. My belief is that with just  

 

a little fanning of the embers, before too 

long a roaring fire will be in full view. And 

everything and EVERYONE has embers. 

Sometimes that optimism causes me to 

push the envelope before people are 

ready. I think they’re ready, but they don’t 

see what I see in them…yet. Such was the 

case with the Red-Blue-Yellow team initia-

tive in January. We bit off some great BIG 

plans, and without immediate success on 

some long-range goals, the momentum 

dropped, the visibility decreased, and the 

enthusiasm (where it existed) waned. 

That’s on me, not any of you. I believe that 

most of you believe in the power of out-

reach, being good stewards of what God 

has blessed us with, and helping each oth-

er within the body at all times. Where 

things went awry, is that we (the leader-

ship in general…and me in particular) did-

n’t build in an opportunity for short range 

success so you could see the progress 

 

 toward the long range goal of developing 

the three things I mentioned earlier that I 

think you believe in. In an effort to begin 

again, the Red team (our inward outreach 

team) is going to get the ball rolling with 

something that all teams can participate in, 

but that they will run with. If that all sounds 

rather nebulous and mysterious, it is…and 

it’s intended to wet your appetite. Please 

incline an ear toward the pulpit in the 

month of July as we unveil a plan to wel-

come you into intentional prayer in the life 

of our church. Mark your calendars for July 

31st at 8:45AM for a very special event. 

More will be revealed during the month re-

garding the specifics. Just plan to be here 

at 8:45AM on July 31st. Many Hugs and  

 

Much Blessing to you all, my brothers and 

sisters.  

Pastor Mark since ‘64  



  

From the OUTLET 
 

The month of June was ushered in with a volley of Graduates. We 

at Thaxton Baptist Church recognized their accomplishments and all 

were gifted with a copy of Mike Yaconelli’s book “Messy Spirituality.” 

We wish all the graduates great success in their future endeavors 

and pray for God’s continued influence in their lives. The youth were 

active in this year’s VBS and their involvement is much appreciated. 

On the 17
th
 we had our second Bonfire at the Funny Farm and the 

weather all but did us in. The turnout was small but the fun and food 

were not.  Our next Bonfire at the Funny Farm is scheduled for the 

12
th
 of August and will be a rain or shine event as the children’s de-

partment will be invited. On that night the rising 6
th
 graders will be 

welcomed into the Youth Outlet and the children’s department will 

get to be a part of the fun. At the writing of this article, we have ten 

youth signed up and ready to go to KingsFest on June 23
rd

. This 

one day trip includes rides food and a concert at King’s Dominion. 

Please continue to pray for the sixteen youth God is sending to 

Nashville July 18
th
 through the 23

rd
. The students will be stretched in 

uncomfortable ways as to serve our Lord and Savior through a vari-

ety of mission tracks.     

The Youth Ministry Team 

  

 

The Children’s Department, 
 

June began in the dark in the Children’s Department. No, we did not 

forget to pay the electric bill, we went cave exploring. VBS 2016 was 

five nights of fun and learning. The children sang, danced, played 

games, and learned about some of the things Jesus gives them, all 

in an exciting Cave Quest theme. The decorations were outrageous, 

the food was scrumptious, and the leaders were fabulous. The chil-

dren found out that that; Jesus gives us HOPE, Jesus gives us 

COURAGE, Jesus gives us DIRECTION, Jesus gives us 

STRENGTH, but best of all Jesu gives us LOVE. What a wonderful 

lesson for not only the children but for the adults as well. Miss Jessi-

ca, Miss Angelina and Pastor Ed would like to thank the individuals 

without whom this event could have never happened. We had over 

sixty children (many of them new faces) join us and there were al-

most as many volunteers. Thank you to all the volunteers and may 

God bless you as richly as you blessed the children’s departments. 

We will be wrapping up our cave quest in with a trip to Dixie Caverns. 

On the Saturday the 9
th 

of July we will need parent volunteers to as-

sist us on our spelunking adventure. Please see Pastor Ed about de-

tails. PS. The children’s department will be invited to our next bonfire 

at the Funny Farm on August 12
th
 as we welcome the rising 6

th
 grad-

ers to the Youth Outlet.    



July 3 @ 8 AM 

 

All men are invited to a prayer 
breakfast in the Café at TBC.  It’s a 
free, hot breakfast with fellowship 
and prayer leading up to Sunday 

School.    

 
 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
       Sunday, July 3 at 8 am     
  
 
 Young At Heart Potluck Luncheon 
        Tuesday, July 5 at Noon 
 
 
 Deacons Meeting 
       Monday, July 11 at 7 pm 
 
 
 Church Council Meeting 
       Monday, July 25 at 7 pm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
               

 

Men’s 

 

If you are “young at heart”, you are invited to join 

us for a monthly luncheon on the first Tuesday 

of each month.   Bring a dish, meet in the Café 

at TBC at noon and enjoy the great food, great 

fun and great fellowship! 

July 5 at Noon 

 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS  
TEAM SCHEDULE 

 
July 3 David & Faye Grant 

July 10 Mike & Vicki Martin    

July 17 E.L. & Karen McGuire 

July 24 Gail Wilcher 

July 31    Cliff Overstreet & Dack McKin-

ney 

Aug. 7     Bill Shepherd & Greg Wood 

Aug. 14   Randy & Dina Krantz  

Aug. 21   John & Melody Dooley 

Aug. 28   Robbie Catron 

Sept. 4     Dennis & Shelby Overstreet 

Sept. 11   Alan & Krystal Hullette 

Sept. 18   Traci Jefferson &  

 Anna Laura  Simpson 

Sept. 25   Barry & Sue Saunders 

 

 



 

 
being laid and we settled into a comfortable work pace, that is until Juan came 

along. I was bent over the blocks that I was laying when I heard someone holler. I 

looked up and saw a young man about twenty years old looking over a wall and 

calling to us. My spanish language skills being limited, I had no idea what he was 

saying so I thought that he was just being friendly . I waved at him and went back 

to work. But, he kept on hollering at us so I motioned for him to come across the 

fence and to come over to where we were. He seemed disturbed about something. 

As he got close we could smell alcohol on his breath and we soon realized that he 

had no doubt partied most of the night before. He was babbling rapidly about 

something so I began to question him. I asked, do you want money? “No” he 

shook his head. Do you want work? No again. Do you want food? Once again no 

to that question and others that I asked. He seemed to become more insistent and 

soon tears came to his eyes. Then I asked the question that he was waiting for. 

“Do you want Jesus”? His answer was “si, (yes) I want Jesus”. Wow, four thou-

sand miles for home, deep in the Amazon jungle, on New Years Day, God sent  us 

a heart broken young man seeking him. What to do? Given the language barrier 

we looked around for the local pastor or our missionary  to speak with him but 

they were off somewhere. So, our whole team gathered around Juan and prayed 

for and with him. He knelt on the ground with tears flowing. Soon, the pastor 

showed up and he talked with Juan and counseled him. Our team went back to 

work praising God that we had made the decision to work that day instead observ-

ing the holiday  and taking the day off. After awhile thoughts began to come to 

me. Was this just a confession of sin driven by a stupor brought on by a night of 

drinking? Did Juan really know what he was doing when he asked God for for-

giveness? Time would tell as we would be able to observe Juan over the next few 

days of our stay and the subsequent trips back to Iquitos to work on all the various 

projects around the city. 

Next month …................... The Story of Juan Continues 

JOURNEY INTO MISSIONS   By Don Slusher 

Construction Begins: 

   It was New Years Day and most of the residents of Iquitos were still in bed after a 

long night of celebrating and for many a long night of drinking. Our team however, 

was well rested and eager to start working on the project. We had left the cold January 

weather back home to come to the hot humid jungle to work so taking a holiday was 

not on the radar. From my previous monthly article I had stated that Iquitos was isolat-

ed and that there were no roads serving the city from the outside world. The city itself 

and the surrounding area is rather large so transportation is still needed. There were 

regular bus routes and some cars and trucks but the main form of transportation was 

by three wheeled motorcycles. The front of the machine looked like a regular motor-

cycle but the back of it had two wheels separated by a bench type seat that sat on top 

of the axle. Two adults could comfortably ride on this seat and in a crisis a third per-

son might be able to squeeze in. Over the bench seat was a surrey shaped top to pro-

vide shade and give some comfort from the amazonian sun. The motorcycles were se-

verely underpowered so they would strain to pick up speed whenever two large adults 

were the passengers. These vehicles would be our main transportation over the next 

two weeks as we shuttled between our hotel and the job site about four miles away. 

We were told that there was an estimated fifteen thousand of these “taxis” in Iquitos 

and the owners were licensed by the government to carry passengers.  Fortunately, 

even though it was New Years Day there were still plenty of the taxis out looking for 

paying customers so the whole team was soon on its way to the job site. 

     The work that we were to do was to build a church, pastors home and a conference 

center for pastor training. This would be a rather large project and would require mul-

tiple teams to complete it. Some of the construction had already been started so it did-

n't take long to figure out where we should begin our work. There were some of the 

local church members who showed up to help along with our missionary and the pas-

tor of this church. In a few minutes we had a plan made for the work, mortar mixed, 

string line stretched, and dedication and safety prayers said.  Soon blocks were  

 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     
 

 

  

 
 

      1   2  

     

3  

 8 AM Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
 

 

4  

 

 

 

5  
Young at Heart 
Potluck Lunch-
eon 

6   6:15 Youth Group 

6:30 Bible Study & TBC 
Kids 
7:30 Choir Practice 

7  

 
 

8   
  

9    

10 11 

 
7 PM Deacons  
Mtg. 

12 13 6:15 Youth Group 

6:30 Adult Bible Study & 

TBC Kids   

7:30 Choir Practice 

 

14 
 

 

15  

  

16 

17  

  

18 19 
 

20 6:15 Youth Group 

6:30 Adult Bible Study 
& TBC Kids 

7:30 Choir Practice 

21 
 

 

  

22  
 
 

23 

24  25 
7 pm Church 
Council Mtg. 

26 
 
 

27 6:15 Youth Group 
6:30 Adult Bible Study 
& TBC Kids 

7:30 Choir Practice 

28 

 
 

29  30 

31       

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
1: Mary Maxey & Jeri Plott  

7: Jerry Bolen & Greg Wood 

8: Debbie Carrico, Brandy 

Botteicher  

10: Cheryl Stevens & Cynthia 

Hedrick 

11: Whitney McIlhany  

12: Christina Overstreet  

13: Minerva Krantz & Ryan 

Tolley  

14: Glenn Bauer & Mary Miche-

alsen 

15: Judy Danby 

16: Brad Stevens   

17: David Salyer & McKenzie 

Tibbs  

18: June Cundiff, Brent Grant  

& Tony McKinney  

19: Berry Overstreet & Christina 

Smith  

22: Jean Holland, Bonnie 

Moncada, 

Randy Holland, Tom Botteicher 

& Megan Norcross  

23: Hannah Davis & 

25: Staci Thompson 

26: Joyce Roaten 

29: Jane Grant & Virginia Shep-

herd  

  
  

 

 

 

 

9:  George & Cindy 

Lawhorn 

14: Stuart & Susan 

Byrd 

17: David & Faye 

Grant  

26: Barry & Sue Saun-

ders 

 



July 3 July 10 July 17 July 24 July 31 

S.S. 

Greeters 
David & Faye Grant Bob & Jeri Plott Bill Shepherd &  John & Melody Dooley Rich Michealsen 

Ushers and  

Greeters 

Betty Jones, Jake Catron,  Rich  

Michealsen, Tucker Grant, Greg 
Wood, J.D. Smith, Mike Martin & 

Stewart Grant  

Brenda Smith, Christina Smith,  
Dack McKinney, Matt Saunders, 
Norris Fulton, Chuck Wheeler, 

Jimmy Overstreet & Jimmy Cun-
diff 

 
David Norcross, Teresa Norcross,  

David Grant, Stewart Grant, David 
Grant, Tucker Grant, Will Grant &  

Mike Martin  
 

Jimmy Cundiff, Betty Jones, Rich 
Michealsen, Jake Catron, Chuck 
Wheeler, John Dooley, Wesley 

Overstreet & Scott Smith 

Brenda Smith, Christina Smith,  
Dack McKinney, Matt Saunders, 
Norris Fulton, Chuck Wheeler, 

Jimmy Overstreet & Jimmy Cundiff 

 Van Drivers Bill Shepherd Bill Shepherd John Dooley John Dooley Bill Shepherd 

Clean Road  

Worker 
Ralph Patterson William McKinney Mike & Christy Leftwich Joyce Zdenek Wayne Lawhorn  

Deacon in 

Prayer 
Ralph Patterson Carl Saunders Charles Sheppard Anna Laura Simpson J.D. Smith 

Infant,/ 

Walker/  

Preschool 

Workers  

Infants    
Allen Hayes & Anna Carrico 

Walkers/Preschool  
Jenny Krantz & Nancy Yates 

 

Infants   
Emily Stevens & Kelly Harmony 

Walkers/Preschool   
Jessica Gonzalez & Angelina 

Smith 
 

Infants   
Kim Tolley & Janet Linger 

Walkers/Preschool 
Judy Danby & Becki Robertson 

 

Infants   
Pam Sheppard & Barbara Bauer 

Walkers/Preschool   
Tommy & Brandy Botteicher 

 

Infants 
Allen Hayes & Anna Carrico 

Walkers/Preschool 
Judy Danby & Becki Robertson 

Children’s 

Worship 

Ed Nickols, Traci Jefferson & 
Dina Krantz 

Ed Nickols, Niki Garten &  
Becky Lugar 

Traci Jefferson, Margaret  
Sperrazza & Robbie Catron  

Ed Nickols, Traci Jefferson & Norris 
Fulton 

Family Worship Day 

Parking  

Greeters 
Dack McKinney & John Dooley Tony Fisher & Jimmy Overstreet Ralph Patterson & Mike Martin Dack McKinney & John Dooley Tony Fisher & Jimmy Overstreet 

Worship Time Greeter David Grant Norris Fulton Dack McKinney Jimmy Overstreet Stuart Byrd 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates to remember 

Oct. 29 
         

       Sept. 24 
 

 

 

    Rain date 10/15 
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The Parenting Class 

Join us for three weeks (an hour each) as 

we explore “The Things You Always Thought 

You Knew about Parenting”  

During the sessions we’ll learn how to:  

Get our children to apologize, and mean it  

Create heart change not just behavior change  

Discipline in a way that creates desire for change  

We all parent based (at least to some extent) 

on how we were parented, or what we’ve 

read, or what we’ve seen done by others.  

Come learn about the latest research, par-

enting methods, and help there is out there.  

 

Mark Giganti has been a parent to two col-

lege-aged children, is trained in family thera-

py and counseling, and has worked in the 

field for over a decade.  

Entertaining and challenging, the course is 

guaranteed to equip you in ways you never 

imagined.  

Bible Study, Youth 

Group & Children in 

Action 

Remember, this summer 

Wednesday night Bible Study, 

Youth Group and Children in 

Action will continue as usual. 

Times for adult Bible Study and 

Children in Action are  

6:30 – 7:30 and Youth Group is 

from 6:15 – 7:45. Come and expe-

rience the fellowship and fun of 

a Wednesday night at Thaxton 

Baptist.  Watch the bulletin for 

dates and menus of Wednesday 

evening dinners. 


