
 

 

 

 

Happy New Year! Get ready for the New 

Year’s resolutions. If you haven’t made 

them, you’ll hear about others who have. 

What normally happens with resolutions? 

Yup, they last a few weeks (or even days) 

before we go back to what we were 

comfortable with before. Sad, but true.  

I used to own some businesses, and every 

year I’d take stock of them and see what 

was lacking, missing, or needed 

improving. The list was often pretty long. 

You know what I NEVER did? Try to 

improve everything in the first month. It 

was a sure recipe for disaster. I had seen 

it before. Someone identifies problems 

and decides that because the calendar 

moved one day, everything was going to 

change before the following day. Bad idea.  

 

 

What does this have to do with you? Why 

is the Pastor of your church using up 

space in the newsletter telling you this? In 

James, Chapter 1, we learn to consider it 

all joy when we fall into various trials. 

We’re told that the testing of our faith 

produces endurance. And then James 

says, “And let endurance have its perfect 

result, so that you may be perfect and 

complete, lacking in nothing.”  

Perfection is the goal and endurance is 

the continuation of our initial desire to 

reach for what will make us complete. We 

need to provide the inertia; the energy to 

get moving. But notice something - there 

is a continuation; a process of perfecting, 

not a single movement that includes 

everything. 

Brothers and sisters. I mentioned that in 

my former business life, I’d figure out what 

needed to be improved in my businesses.  

 

I’d then choose to implement a few 

changes at a time, or sometimes only one. 

I’m suggesting the same thing for you.  

Take stock of your current walk with Our 

Lord. See where you might need to 

improve your relationship. Do you need 

more time to chat with Him? Read His 

word? Learn what His written word 

means? Give sacrificially? Become a 

better servant? Sink into community 

through (meaningful) membership? Pray 

for others?  

Choose just one thing to change this first 

week, or month. See how you do. Then 

consider adding another improvement. 

Remember that with endurance you will be 

“lacking in nothing”. For if we have a 

deeper relationship with Christ, how can 

we be lacking at all?  

For the King.  

Pastor Mark  

Since ‘64  



 

 

 Youth Group Newsletter 
 

Hi, this is Pastor Justin Waples! Teenagers are at a very important stage of 
life. Between hormone changes, challenges at school, and questions of identity, 
there is a lot to sort through! With all this in mind, I am so excited about what 2017 
has to offer and am looking forward to a variety of resources for middle school and 
high school students in grades 6 through 12. These resources are: 
 
 Meeting together each Sunday morning and Wednesday evening as our youth 

group gathers for a time of Bible teaching, singing, games, prayer, 
accountability & fellowship. 

 Meeting together once a month as our youth group kicks back for a time of 
plain fun and fellowship, engaging in on and off-campus events such as 
bowling, laser tag, movie nights, and game nights. 

 Training members of our church to offer spiritual leadership and mentoring for 
the next generation of Christian leaders through 1 on 1 disciplining of the 
youth. 

 Retreating off-campus to study the Bible more intensively as a youth group. 
 Serving the community through service projects putting our faith into action. 
 
Thank you to all the parents that help make this youth ministry a priority in your 
student's life and as you commit at home to train them in the way they should go. 
I, as their Pastor, will join you in this journey! 
 
1.     I am committed to pray for you personally and for your students. Please let 
me know how I can be praying. 
2.     I am committed to hearing your advice and feedback so we can foster 
healthily relationships with the students and encourage them to love and follow 
after Christ. 
3.     I am committed to getting to know you and your families more and am 
prioritizing my time to pour into your lives as you also learn with us what it means 
to love and follow after Christ. 
 
Ephesians 1:16 says, “I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in 
my prayers.” -- Your prayers for these students is calling on God to come and 
surround them with His great love and mercy! I am looking forward to spending 
2017 with you all! 
God Bless! 
Pastor Justin Waples 
 

Children’s Newsletter 
 

Hi, this is Pastor Justin Waples! What a joy it has been over the past month to 
meet the parents and children at Thaxton Baptist Church! We enjoyed a great 
children's Christmas party and celebrated Christmas together at the Cantata and 
Children's musical! I am so excited about what 2017 has to offer and am looking 
forward to launching The Praise Factory children's curriculum on February 1st. We 
are able to provide this to our children at no cost to the church and it will echo the 
same lessons being taught in our adult Sunday School and Wednesday night 
classes! The name “Praise Factory” and the purpose behind it is derived from 
Psalm 100 and it is my hope and prayer that this curriculum might help children to 
be manufacturers of noisy joy unto the Lord (v.1), to sing (v.2), to know (v.3), and 
to worship Him with thanksgiving and praise (v.4), that the witness of His great 
faithfulness might continue through all generations (v.5). 
 
As we focus on the new year ahead, I wanted to share some words of advice and 
encouragement when teaching children and how to prepare them for a world that 
will be against them if they follow Jesus. 
  
1.     We need to become the best expositors, theologians and church historians of 
the gospel in our families. 
2.     We need to take them to Church so they always know worship with the body. 
3.     We need to take them to evening worship so they can see the most devoted 
of the body. 
4.     We need to teach them to love, trust, and follow Jesus now and forevermore; 
as children, teens and adults. 
5.     We need to teach them the heroes of the faith. 
6.     We need to teach them the Catechism (bible truths set to simplistic questions 
and answers). 
  
John 13:34-35 says, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all 
people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” -- We 
know how much time and hard work it takes to be at church after long and tiring 
days, but we are so thankful for your dedication to bring your family to church and 
could not do this ministry without you! 
 
God Bless! 
Pastor Justin Waples 



 

 

 

Notes from Johnny 
January brings a feeling of 

freshness.  It is a time to get 

a fresh start, leaving the 

mistakes of the past in the 

past, and moving forward, 

with a hope of a better 

tomorrow.  It is a time we set 

goals and see how long our 

new year’s resolutions last.  

Here at TBC, we will  

experience something new,  

starting the 15th.    

 

 

 

 

That Sunday evening, we 

will begin Sunday evening  

services, from 5:30 to 6:30.  

Plan to join us.  We will  

sing together, pray  

together, and hear God’s 

word together.  This will  

not be the same service of 

the morning!  It will be  

different, so come and  

experience it for yourself. 

 

Johnny 

 

 

 

 

 

P.S.  I pray that the New Year 

brings you joy as you  

connect with your TBC  

family and get involved in 

meaningful membership. 



 

 

 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
January 1 @ 8 AM 

 
 

All men are invited to a prayer 
breakfast in the TBC Café.  It’s a free, 

hot breakfast with fellowship and 
prayer leading up to Sunday School.    

 

 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

       Sunday, January 1 at 8 am     

 

 Young At Heart Potluck Luncheon 

        Tuesday, January 3 at Noon 

 

 Deacons Meeting 

       Monday, January 9 at 7 pm 

 

 Youth & Children Information and  

     Volunteer Meeting in the Chapel 

        Sunday, January 15, 4:00-5:15pm 

 

 Media & IT Relations Information and 

Volunteer Meeting 

        Sunday, January 22, after Worship 

 

 Church Council   

       Monday, January 23 @ 7 pm 

 

 

 

If you are “young at heart”, you are invited to join 

us for a monthly luncheon on the first Tuesday 

of each month.   Bring a dish, meet in the Café 

at TBC at noon and enjoy the great food, fun 

and fellowship! 

January 3 @ Noon 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS  
TEAM SCHEDULE 

 

Jan. 1   Mike & Vicki Martin 

Jan. 8   Ralph & Carol Patterson  

Jan. 15  Bernice Leftwich & Judy Danby 

Jan. 22  Jimmy Cundiff & Carl Saunders 

Jan. 29  E.L. & Karen McGuire 

Feb. 5  Gail Wilcher 

Feb. 12  Cliff Overstreet & Dack McKinney 

Feb. 19  Bill Shepherd & Greg Wood  

Feb. 26  Randy & Dina Krantz 

Mar. 5  John & Melody Dooley 

Mar. 12 Dennis & Shelby Overstreet 

Mar. 19 Alan & Krystal Hullette 

Mar. 26 Traci Jefferson & Anna Laura  

                                                  Simpson 

 

 

 
 
 
 

November offerings $36,384.22 

We don’t have the final numbers for  

December in time for publication. 

Potluck 

Luncheon 



 

 

Journey Into Missions      
                                            by Don Slusher 
  Cuba, The Bedford, Virginia Connection 

     Back in the 1970’s or possibly early 1980’s the  

pastor of Main Street Methodist in Bedford was a man 

by the name of Walter Whitehurst. He became a good 

friend and we got to spend time together discussing 

spiritual matters. It didn’t take long to discover that he 

was deeply concerned about the spiritual state of the 

souls of folks and was so much concerned that he had 

spent time in Chile as a missionary along with his 

wife, Betty and their children one of whom, David 

Whitehust, is a local attorney and is pastor of Word of 

Life church in Bedford. What I did not know was that 

Walter and Betty had also been missionaries to Cuba 

prior to the Cuban revolution which thrust Fidel Castro 

into power in the late 1950’s. After the revolution the 

US broke off all diplomatic relations with Cuba and 

established an embargo against any Cuban goods from 

entering our country. This move, along with other  

factors also led to the Cuban missile crises.            

Sometime after Reverend Whitehurst left Bedford he 

and his wife Betty became missions directors for the 

United Methodist Church. In 1993 Betty Whitehurst 

traveled to Cuba along with some other leaders from 

the Methodist Church to discuss re-establishing the  

relationship with the methodist church in Cuba in  

order to send volunteer teams there. The following 

year, she returned to Cuba to meet with jurisdictional  

coordinators and other staff members. At that meeting 

she was named coordinator for all missions teams 

 

going to Cuba, a position which she held for six years. 

During this time and in subsequent years, construction 

teams helped repair and build many of the churches, 

camps, and meeting facilities. In fact the place that we 

called home while in Cuba was constructed by some of 

the teams that volunteered to spend time working in 

Cuba. Remember, this was well before there were any 

diplomatic relationship with the US government so all 

the teams had to sort of “back door” their way into the 

country. The way that was done was to fly from the US 

to any country that still had diplomatic relations with 

the Cuban Government then purchase a ticket within 

that country to fly into Cuba. When we got to visit  

Cuba we could get a religious visa which then allowed 

us to fly on the charter flight out of Fort Lauderdale, 

Florida. 
 

     For those of you who have flown into foreign  

countries you know that most times the customs agent 

will stamp your passport with an entry stamp showing 

the date of your arrival and then stamp it again when 

you depart. I have enjoyed looking at my current and 

my old passports to reminisce about past trips as I look 

at the pages with all the stamps. So, I was very  

disappointed when the customs officer returned my 

passport without the cuban stamp at both the arrival 

and the departure. I asked our leader Don Shire about 

this and he said that the customs agent was actually 

doing us a favor by not stamping the passport. When 

anyone re-enters the US after having been abroad the  

US customs agent may check your passport to see 

where you have been. A Cuban stamp could raise  

eyebrows and possibly result in a delayed re-entry and  

 

 

maybe even interrogation by the TSA. With the lifting 

of travel restrictions it is exciting that now even more 

teams can freely go into Cuba. Hopefully, some of you 

will take up the challenge and be a member of one of 

these teams. 

 

 

       One of the large Methodist Churches in Havana 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Next month: Working With The  

                          Cuban People. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
1: Richard Turpin  
3: Irene Nickols  
4: Ed Overstreet &  
 Jeff Gaylord  
5: Dot Salyer & Carol Toms 
7: Al Sloss  
8: George Hamilton 
10: Jane Atkins  
12: Craig Oliver 
13: Kevin Reamey 
14: Brittany Krantz &  
Karen McGuire  
15: Erin Johnson &  
Stuart Byrd  
17: Linda Crunkleton 
18: Marie Overstreet  
21: Zack Harmony  
22: Morgan Tolley   
23: Jim King turns 87 
24: Matt Saunders &  
      Donna Johnson  
26: John Dooley, Jr.,  
      Vicki Martin &  
      Walter Clayton  
27: Leslie Ponder  
28: Casey Grant,  
      Emilie Saunders &   
      Coy Stevens 
30: Judy Monroe &  
      Connie Mathis 
31: Jay Saunders, Jeff Carter 
& Lachlan McIlhany 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No Anniversaries 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  8 AM Men’s 

Prayer Breakfast 
 2  3  Noon  Young at 

Heart Potluck Lunch-
eon 

 

 4   

5:30 Wed. Night Dinner 

6:15 Youth Group 

6:30 Bible Study & TBC Kids 
7:30 Choir Practice 

5   
      

6  7  

8     
 

 

 

 

9  

 
7 PM Deacons  
Mtg. 

10  11  
5:30 Wed. Night Dinner 

6:15 Youth Group 

6:30 Bible Study & TBC Kids 
7:30 Choir Practice 

12 

   
 

13 

  
14 

15 4:00-5:15pm 
Youth & Children 
Volunteer Mtg.  
5:30-6:30 pm 

Sunday Night  

Service 

16  
 

 

17 18  
5:30 Wed. Night Dinner 

6:15 Youth Group 

6:30 Bible Study & TBC Kids   

7:30 Choir Practice 

 

19 20 21  

22 After Worship, 
Media & IT Relations 
Info & Volunteer Mtg. 
5:30-6:30 pm 

Sunday Night  

Service 

23  
 
7 pm Church 
Council Meeting 

24  

 
 

25 
5:30 Wed. Night Dinner 

6:15 Youth Group 

6:30 Bible Study, Apollos & 
TBC Kids 
7:30 Choir Practice 

26 
   
 

  

27     28 

29 

 
5:30-6:30 pm 

Sunday Night  

Service 

30 

 

 

31 

  
 

  
 

  

       

January 



 

 

January 1 January 8 January 15 January 22 January 29 

S.S. 

Greeters 
David & Faye Grant Bob & Jeri Plott 

Bill Shepherd &  

Virginia Shepherd 
David Turner Vicki Martin 

Ushers and  

Greeters 

David Grant, Betty Jones, 
Chuck Wheeler, Tucker Grant, 
Greg Wood, J.D. Smith, Mike 

Martin & Stewart Grant  

Brenda Smith, Christina Smith,  
Dack McKinney, Matt Saunders, 
Norris Fulton, Chuck Wheeler,  
Jimmy Cundiff & David Turner 

 
John Dooley, Scott Smith, David 

Grant, Stewart Grant, David Grant,  
Tucker Grant, Will Grant &   

Mike Martin  

Jimmy Cundiff, David Turner, Betty 
Jones, Rich Michealsen, Mary  

Michealsen, John Dooley, Wesley 
Overstreet & Scott Smith 

Rich Michealsen, Mary  

Michealsen, Chuck Wheeler,  
Dack McKinney, Brenda Smith, 
Christina Smith,  J.D. Smith & 

Matt Saunders 

 Van Drivers Bill Shepherd Bill Shepherd John Dooley John Dooley Bill Shepherd 

Clean Road  

Worker 
Wayne Lawhorn Barbara Catron Jane Grant Ralph Patterson William McKinney 

Deacon in 

Prayer 
Jimmy Robertson Carl Saunders Bill Shepherd  Charles Sheppard Anna Laura Simpson 

Infant,/ 

Walker/  

Preschool 

Workers  

Infants    
Allen Hayes & Anna Carrico 

Walkers/Preschool  
Jenny Krantz & Nancy Yates 

 

Infants   
Emily Stevens & Kelly Harmony 

Walkers/Preschool   
Jessica Gonzalez & Angelina 

Smith 
 

Infants   
Kim Tolley & Janet Linger 

Walkers/Preschool 
Judy Danby & Becki Robertson 

 

Infants   
Pam Sheppard &  Barbara Bauer 

Walkers/Preschool   
Tommy & Brandy Botteicher 

Infants    
Allen Hayes & Anna Carrico 

Walkers/Preschool 
Judy Danby & Becki Robertson 

Children’s 

Worship 

Justin Waples, Traci Jeffer-
son & Dina Krantz 

Justin Waples, Niki Garten &  
Becky Lugar 

Traci Jefferson, Margaret  
Sperrazza & Robbie Catron  

Justin Waples, Traci Jefferson & 
Norris Fulton 

Children worship  
with their parents 

Parking  

Greeters 
Dack McKinney & John Tony Fisher & Jimmy Overstreet Ralph Patterson & Mike Martin Dack McKinney & John Dooley Tony Fisher & Jimmy Overstreet 

Worship Time Greeter Ralph Patterson  Rich Michealsen Dack McKinney George & Cindy Lawhorn Vicki Martin 
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Youth and Children Information and 

Volunteer Meeting 

January 15th from 4:00pm-5:15pm in 

the Chapel 
All Parents/Legal Guardians with children and  

students birth through 12th Grade, please join us for 

this informational meeting as Pastor Justin discusses 

volunteer opportunities and updates to our Youth and 

Children's Ministries! 

 

Pastor Justin will be discussing the following: 

- 2017 Year at a Glance Calendar 

- Children's Wing Restructuring (Curriculum,  

Classrooms and Child Protection Policy) 

- Youth Center Restructuring (Curriculum, Bible 

Study and Youth Center Updates) 

 

Please make it a priority to come to this meeting as a 

lot of critical and important information will be 

discussed and distributed. Childcare for children birth

-5th grade will be provided and students 6th-12th 

grade are welcome to join the meeting.  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

Media and IT Relations Information 

and Volunteer Meeting 

January 22nd after the Morning Service 

Outside 2nd Floor Media Suite near elevator 

 

Please join Pastor Justin to discuss the future 

of the Media and IT ministry.  

 

Couples Workshop 
 

Attention married couples: Our former interim 
pastor, Rev. Mark Beck is currently a couples 

therapist in Madison Heights, VA. His  
practice, Pairs Care, LLC is for and about 
marriage. Currently, Mark is enlisting three 

couples from Thaxton Baptist for a weekend 
workshop at the end of January in Fancy 

Gap, VA (about 2 hours from Bedford). The 
workshop is NOT marriage therapy. It's for 

couples who would like to grow closer, learn 
the science and the scripture behind strong 
relationships and simply enjoy a secluded 

mountain weekend getaway. It's a chance to 
sharpen your vision as a couple together with 

God. The workshop will run from Friday  
evening (6 pm), January 20 until Sunday  

afternoon (3 pm), January 22. You will enjoy a 
fully furnished private cabin just off the Blue 
Ridge Parkway which accommodates only 

four couples. The cost (includes all materials, 
food and lodging) is $399. Do something 

great for your relationship in 2017; join Mark 
and Debbie Beck for a great weekend. To 

sign up (or, if you'd like to learn more) contact 
Mark at 434-841-0538 or email him at 
 MarkBeck@PairsCare.com today.  

mailto:MarkBeck@PairsCare.com

