This month I turn 40. This means I’ve passed the
midpoint of an average American lifespan. I’d like
to share my perspective on this seemingly
important milestone in my life and hope that you
too may gain some perspective on what life you
have lived as well as what life you may yet hope
to live.
From a young age I often stopped to look down
the years of my life “that may be”. I would stop
myself and ask what was the end of what I was
doing. I would look towards the end concerning
my studies, girls I was dating, jobs I worked, time
I spent with my children, and a number of other
things.

Stopping has often had me agreeing with the
preacher of Ecclesiastes when he writes:
Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity.
What does man gain by all the toil
at which he toils under the sun?
A generation goes, and a generation
comes,
but the earth remains forever.
I realized very young that I could plan and work
hard and strive to achieve one type of greatness
or another and all my planning and striving could
be undone with one small thing that lay out of my
control. I also could, like many, strive and work
my whole life for something worthless and upon
looking back regret how I spent the life that was
given to me.

The preacher tries everything the world has to
offer and comes to this conclusion:
Here is the end of the matter;
all has been heard.
Fear God and keep his commandments,
for this is the whole duty of man.

The author of Proverbs 16 seems to agree with
him as he writes the following things:
Better a little with righteousness
than much gain with injustice.

Gray hair is a crown of splendor;
it is attained in the way of
righteousness.
As I look down the years of my life “that may be” I
consider not just their end, but what lies beyond
the end. You see, my goal is not merely long life
and happiness. It is not even eternal life and
eternal joy. My goal is so far beyond those things,
because of God’s plan and God’s power that has
been given me through His Spirit. My goal is
eternal life and eternal joy for everyone around
me who will unite with God through Jesus Christ.
My goal is to die to myself to benefit others so
that my life might bring others to unity with God.
My goal is to love so they might know the One
who is Love.

My goal for whatever years that are yet to come, is that
I might spend them in fellowship with God. United to
Him in love so that others will unite to God (John 17). I
want to live just as my Lord, focusing on uniting others
to God.
I know that when others know God and His love and
power, they too will make their life’s goal to unite others
with God through Jesus Christ. So just as Christ gave
His life, so can I and just as his death brought many so
my life can participate in the death of Christ. Paul says
it this way in Romans 12 and 2 Cor 5:
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual worship.
He died for all, that those who live might no
longer live for themselves but for him who
for their sake died and was raised.
For many turning 40 may serve as a midlife crisis, or a
chance to see the glass half empty. But for me to live is
Christ and to die is gain. I look forward to whatever life
God grants and know that I may plan my path, but He
directs my steps.
Love in Christ,
Pastor Ethan Strickler

Over the past year our church has been introduced to a number of missionaries both in
person and through videos sent to us. Each of these have asked us to partner with them
through prayer. A couple who has visited are in need of additional financial support.
The majority of these missionaries we already support through our cooperative giving through
the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC). Three of these missionaries are currently in other
countries serving through the International Mission Board (IMB). Others are on their way to a
foreign location and are busy raising support from local churches like ours.
I want to quickly remind us of who we’ve met this past year and how we can be praying for
them.
IMB Partners:
Charley - Central Asia
Charley is serving in sensitive parts of the world where people are known to be hostile to the
Gospel and believers. She is a single young believer seeking to live her faith out in Love by
spreading the good news about Jesus to people who do not always want to hear it. Pray for
her boldness, effectiveness and safety as she and other believers seek to make disciples of
Jesus.
Sargents - Japan
Matt & Misty consider this area of Virginia their home base. They call Eagle Eyrie home when
back in the states, but the rest of their life is lived in a suburb of Tokyo. Matt helps oversee
the coordination of support for all our IMB missionaries in Japan. They have three children,
Joanna, Lily, & Eli. They also work in a local church near their home and seek to disciple
friends and neighbors towards following Christ. Pray for their family as they serve in Japan.

Maroneys - Croatia
Eric & Julie have served through the IMB for 23 years in Croatia. Eric and Julie met in
Richmond Virginia and are both life-long travelers making wherever they are at the time
home. They currently live in Zagreb and are helping a church plant there and running a
radio ministry reaching the Croatian people for Christ. Pray for fruit and encouragement
in their work. God will do mighty things when we pray.
Independent Partners:
DSM International
Don Shire has help begin many ministries to bring the love of Christ to widows and
orphans throughout the world. He currently is helping support many homes and
ministries in India and Haiti. Pray for stability and safety in Haiti. Pray for God to supply
all the needs of these ministries and to continue to direct and give wisdom to Don and
his team.
Waltons - South Korea - Army Garrison
Jeff & Candace have been called to bring the hope of Christ to our military personnel
through a Cadence International Hospitality House. They seek to love and disciple men
and women in our military through the gift of hospitality. They continue to raise support
and are around 68% of the way. They are hoping to be sent to South Korea by this
June. Pray for God’s provision and their three children, Kirk, Eli, & Joshua as they all
adapt to the new environment and new responsibilities.
Watkins - Thailand
Nathan & Jackie Watkins have been called to go to Thailand to help plant churches and
teach national pastors the Word. They are currently raising prayer and financial support
and continuing education to prepare them for Thailand. They are going through the
Association of Baptists for World Evangelism (ABWE) and will be working with a team in
Thailand. They have four children, Nathan, Tyler, Hannah, & Ezra. Pray for them as
they raise support and prepare.

6: E.L. & Karen McGuire
13: Cliff Overstreet & Jay Faucher
20: Bill Shepherd & Virginia Shepherd
27: Alan & Krystal Hullette

6: Traci Jefferson
13: Barry & Sue Saunders
20: Becki Robertson & Joyce Zdenek
27: E.L. & Karen McGuire

All men are invited to a prayer breakfast on the
3: Cliff Overstreet & Jay Faucher
10: Bill Shepherd & Virginia Shepherd
17: Alan & Krystal Hullette
24: Traci Jefferson

first Sunday of every month in the TBC Café. It’s a
free, hot breakfast with fellowship and prayer
leading up to Sunday School.

Offerings $24,145.85$

1
1: Cindy
Lawhorn
2: Jay Faucher
4: David Wilcher
5: Pastor Ethan
Debra Ellis
9: Kathy
Saunders
13: Suzy Gore
Kim Buckley
20: Becki
Robertson
24: Beth
Lawrence
Jessica Brunk

6

8:00 am
Men’s Prayer
Breakfast

13

7

14
6:30 pm
Deacons
Meeting

20

21

6:30 pm
GriefShare

6:30 pm
Adult Bible
Youth Bible Study
Kids Club
7:30 pm Choir Practice

8

9

6:30 pm
GriefShare

5:00 pm Dinner
6:30 pm
Adult Bible
Youth Bible Study
Kids Club
7:30 pm Choir Practice

15

16

7:00 Thaxton
Com. Ctr. Mtg.

5:00 pm Dinner
6:30 pm
Adult Bible
Youth Bible Study
Kids Club
7:30 pm Choir Practice

22

23

6:30 pm
GriefShare

6:30 pm
GriefShare

None

27

28

2 5:00 pm Dinner

5:00 pm Dinner
6:30 pm
Adult Bible
Youth Bible Study
Kids Club
7:30 pm Choir Practice

3

4
6-8 pm
Youth Watch
Party

10

Noon

11

Young At Heart
Potluck Luncheon

5 8am-5pm

DCJS Training
(building in use)

12

9-11 am
Women’s Ministry
Youth Bowling & Supper

17

18

19

6-8 pm
Youth Watch

24

25

26

Family
Movie
Night

Volunteers

February 6

February 13

February 20

February 27

Linda Frost

Bill Shepherd

Melody Dooley

Virginia Shepherd

Linda Frost,
Mike Martin,
Chuck Wheeler,
Betty Jones,
June Cundiff,
Jimmy Robertson,
Jay Faucher &
John Brunk

John Dooley,
Melody Dooley,
Wesley Overstreet,
Scott Smith,
Bill Shepherd,
Jimmy Overstreet,
David Turner,
George Lawhorn &
Matthew Bean

June Cundiff,
Jimmy Robertson,
Jay Faucher,
John Brunk,
Linda Frost,
Mike Martin,
Chuck Wheeler &
Betty Jones

Bill Shepherd,
Jimmy Overstreet,
David Turner,
George Lawhorn,
John Dooley,
Melody Dooley,
Wesley Overstreet,
Scott Smith &
Matthew Bean

Bill Shepherd

Bill Shepherd

John Dooley

John Dooley

Joyce Zdenek

George Lawhorn

Barbara Catron

Joyce Zdenek

John Dooley

Stuart Byrd

Jimmy Overstreet

Cindy Lawhorn

Nursery—9:15 AM
1st Sunday

2nd Sunday

3rd & 5th Sunday

4th Sunday

Volunteer 1

Betty Jones

Kristin Waskey

Donnia Woods

Debbie Carrico

Volunteer 2

Debbie Squitieri

Kate Waskey

Joyce Zdenek

Linda Frost

Nursery—10:15 AM
1st Sunday

2nd Sunday

3rd & 5th Sunday

4th Sunday

Volunteer 1

Melody Dooley

Kim Tolley

Janet Linger

Debbie Carrico

Volunteer 2

Jordan Overstreet

Dana Grant

Jacqueline Sperrazza

Linda Frost

3's & 4's Children's Church—10:15 AM
1st Sunday

2nd Sunday

3rd & 5th Sunday

4th Sunday

Volunteer 1

Donnia Woods & Joyce Zdenek

Jacqueline Sperrazza

Becki Robertson

Finn Strickler

Volunteer 2

Matthew Bean

Kat Strickler

Barbara Bauer

Volunteer needed

Thaxton Baptist Church

Thaxton
BaptistMill
Church
1067 Penicks
Road
P.O.
Box 32VA 24174
Thaxton,
1067
Penicks Mill Road
tinawainscott@thaxtonbaptist.org
Thaxton, VA 24174
tbcsecretary@verizon.net

Monthly meeting on Saturday, Feb. 12



9-11 am in the TBC Café
2nd Annual Women’s Conference



April 30, 2022 8:30-3:00
$40 w/lunch; $30 w/o lunch
Scholarships available upon request
Register by April 15


The ladies are planning a fall retreat

October 6-9 to Lancaster County, PA.

Faye Grant
2037 Penicks Mill Road
Thaxton, VA 24174
586-0446
Phyllis Truxell
1068 Taylor Mountain Road
Thaxton, VA 24174
540-875-6766
Jean Holland
1395 Union Church Road
Thaxton, VA 24174
586-1460
Dack & Judy McKinney
1548 Newton Circle
Bedford, VA 24523
Judy 540-875-5084

Space is Limited. Reserve your spot

with a $200 deposit. Checks should be made out
to Megan Bean.

Betty Jo Turpin
833 Minors Branch Road
Monroe, VA 24574

