
 

 

 

December always brings joy and along with it a 

certain busyness and anticipation of the holiday 

season before us. This year is no different. 

Hanging of the Greens will once again kick off 

TBC’s Christmas Celebration. All four Sundays 

this month bring different blessings. Our annual 

Cantada and Children’s Program are on tap as is 

a special Christmas Morning Celebration at 9:30

-10:30 instead of our regular time. Christmas 

Eve we will have our traditional candlelight ser-

vice at 5:30. There sure are ample opportunities 

provided to us to get into the Christmas spirit. 

You know, sometimes the opportunities are so 

vast and varied that we can get lost in them and 

miss the point of this all: Emmanuel, which 

means “God with us”. I know, I know, we do a 

good job of reminding you of the reason fro the 

season and all, but we don’t take a moment to 

pause and reflect on the enormity of it. I’m guilty 

as charged. Wrapped up (no pun) in all that’s go-

ing on around me, I keep Christ in the forefront  

 

 

of my thought….or do I? I’m convinced that I 

keep “my type of Christ” in the forefront; but not 

Jesus, The Christ, The Lord of all. My type of 

Christ is the one who came to save me, and ac-

cepts me as I am, and loves me. And that’s a 

huge task, so I figure that’s enough enormity 

right there. But it’s not. Pause for a moment. Pic-

ture this: The Father, The Son, and The Holy 

Spirit in perpetual eternity, in perfect relationship, 

being attended to by angels, perfect unity. Per-

fect. They decide to leave that perfection, unity, 

blessedness to come on a rescue mission, one 

with eternal consequences, one that effects you 

and I. That’s like getting out of the warmest of 

beds on the coldest of days to run barefoot in 

the snow for grass that will curse you for tram-

pling them. And then, if that wasn’t bad enough, 

they leave you cold and lonely because you will-

ingly got out of bed for them. Keep in mind that 

this was the only way the dead grass could live 

again - when they accepted what the Son (sun) 

would do to nourish them. Sacrifice on a cross, 

yes. But imagine the sacrifice of leaving the per-

fect place to come here; the emotional detach- 

 

 

ment, the fear, the aching for that perfect place.  

Ahhhhh, but that’s a reaction we would have be-

cause we have sin and are separated from a Ho-

ly God. Jesus never had the same emotional 

separation, the fear…. but I’m not sure about the 

aching. He plead with His Father in Gethsemane 

to let the cup pass, but that it was God’s will over 

Jesus’ will that was important. He ached for 

ease, wholeness, complete love…but He knew 

that He would have the entire world as His bride 

when He came and sacrificed Himself. And so 

He did. This season, when you’re freezing as 

you take out the trash cans, or chilled to the 

bone as you do your chores, or cold beyond be-

lief when you get out of your warm, toasty bed in 

the morning and step on that cold floor, pause 

just a moment. Remember Jesus entering this 

world, which we celebrate on December 25th, 

and thank Him. Give Him your praise, and then 

run across the cold floor to get to something 

warm. He did, and He took you with Him. Bless-

ings, brethren.  

Pastor Mark  

Since ‘64 



 

 

 From the OUTLET, 

As November draws to an end and the holiday season gets into full swing so goes my ten-

ure as the Youth and Children’s Pastor. The youth worked through the month of Novem-

ber collecting items that would be sent to seven local troops who are stationed in Qatar. 

Mrs. Jenny Krantz approached the youth about filling this need as a service project. The 

original goal was to provide a box for each of the soldiers. With the generosity and caring 

of our church family, the youth were able to fill two boxes for each soldier. The children 

and the youth, as well as some adults added personal notes and letters for the soldiers 

who will be spending this holiday season away from home. Thank you to everyone who 

supplied items or prayed over this project. 

As December rolls in, please welcome our new Youth and Children’s Pastor, Justin 

Waples. He has a great vision for the youth and for the children as they continue to grow 

in Christ. I have thoroughly enjoyed the time I have had with the youth and the many as-

pects of our ministry together. We have laughed together and cried together. We have 

worked and played together. The youth at Thaxton Baptist have helped me to grow and to 

receive God’s calling on my life more clearly. I pray that I did the same for them. I thank 

everyone from God on down for this great opportunity in my life.  

In His service, 
Pastor Ed     
 
 

Thaxton Youth Christmas Party 

Who:                  Grades 6-12
th
 

What:                 Youth Christmas Party! 
Where:               Pastor Justin & Mrs. Abigail's home!  
                           1797 Magnolia Drive, Bedford, VA 24523 
Why:                   To decorate cookies, play games, bon fire and hot  
                           cocoa! 
When:                December 10

th
, 2016 from 6-9pm 

Wear:                 Wear an ugly Christmas sweater! 
Contact:             Pastor Justin’s Cell Phone (434) 942-0163 - no  
                          RSVP needed
  
 

FROM THE CHILDREN, 

Well, as I’m sure you all are aware, the holiday season is upon us. The children are full of 

excitement and the adults around them are experiencing the joy that children bring this 

time of year. I’m not sure that children these days have visions of sugar plums but what-

ever it is, it is wonderful to behold. The children have taken a break from their Wednesday 

night Children in Action studies to prepare for their Christmas special. They are working 

hard to memorize lines and music. Their performance will take place on December 18th 

during morning worship. Remember to invite family, friends, and neighbors for this special 

event, and then invite them to return.   

As December begins, so does a new era in the life of Thaxton Baptist children. Justin 

Waples, has taken over the reins of the youth and children and is excited to get started. 

He has a great vision for the development of these programs and we are fortunate to have 

him on board. Please welcome him and his family when you see them.  

As I move on to God’s next plan for my family and me, I want to thank Him and my church 

family for the awesome opportunity of working with the children over this past year. They 

have given me great joy as well as great challenges. The children at Thaxton Baptist will 

always hold a special place in my heart. 

In His service, 
Pastor Ed 

 

 
Thaxton Children’s Christmas Party 
Who:                  Birth to 5

th
 Grade & Parents 

What:                 Children’s Christmas Party! 
Where:               Pastor Justin & Mrs. Abigail's home!  
                          1797 Magnolia Drive, Bedford, VA 24523 
Why:                  To decorate cookies, do crafts and play games! 
When:                December 10

th
, 2016 from 3-5pm 

Wear:                 Wear your favorite Christmas shirt! 
Contact:             Pastor Justin’s Cell Phone (434) 942-0163 - no RSVP  
                          needed 
  

tel:(434)%20942-0163
tel:(434)%20942-0163


 

 

 

6 Reasons Congregational 

Singing is Waning  

                                                                      by Them Rainer  

 

NOTES From Johnny:   As we continue to talk about 

Worship, I ran across this article. I believe that it speaks 

volumes when it comes to our Sunday mornings togeth-

er. Please read the following article, and if you have 

questions, come to me and we will get the answers you 

seek. Thank you. 

Here is the clear reality in many congregations: congre-

gational singing is waning in many churches. In some 

churches it seems to have disappeared altogether.  

I will try to discuss this reality from a dispassionate per-

spective, at least for the most part. I don’t consider my-

self the expert in this area, so I asked the guru of church 

worship, Mike Harland, to help me understand some of 

the technical decisions we make.  

Ultimately, though, this blog is my own, and I take full 

responsibility for its content. What then are the primary 

reasons fewer people are singing in church? Why has 

that act of worship before God become nominal in so 

many contexts? Here are six reasons:  

1. Some church members do not prepare themselves 
for worship. We come to judge, to check off an obliga-
tion, or to go through the motions of a habit. We have 
not prayed for God to do a work in us through the wor-
ship. If we do not have a song in our heart, we will not 
have a song in our mouths.  

2. We don’t know the songs. We sing the songs we 

know. That is obvious. But if we are introduced to a 

steady influx of new songs without sufficient time to 

learn them, we don’t participate. The best congregation-

al singing includes both familiar and the new, but the 

worship leaders teach the new songs until we know 

them and love them.  

3. The songs are not sung in a range where we can par-

ticipate. Many trained musicians have a wider range in 

which they can sing. Most of the rest of us don’t. If we 

are expected to sing in a range that is beyond our ability, 

we won’t try. Worship leaders make the decision, inten-

tionally or not, if they want to lead the congregation or 

perform for the audience.  

4. The lighting communicates performance rather than 

participation. We participate in singing when we can 

hear each other and see each other. If the lighting for 

the congregation is low, but it is bright for the platform, 

we are communicating that a performance is taking 

place. we thus fail to communicate that the worship by 

singing should include everyone present.  

5. The music is too loud to hear others in the congrega-

tion. There have been quite a few comments at this blog 

about the right decibel levels for music in a worship ser-

vice. The greater issue, however, is whether wee can 

hear others. If we hear the voices of others, we are en-

couraged to join in. If the music is so loud that we can 

only hear ourselves, most of us will freak out. We will 

then be silent.  

 

6. The worship leaders are not listening to the congrega-

tion. If worship leaders truly desire to lead the congrega-

tion in singing, they must be able to hear the congrega-

tion. Some can only hear the instrumentation and the 

platform voices from the monitors. Some even have ear 

monitors where they are truly blocking the voices of the 

congregation. Congregational singing becomes powerful 

when it is well led. It can only be well led if the worship 

leaders can hear those they are leading.  

Your own perspective about this issue may be one 

where you really don’t care if the congregation can be 

heard singing. But, If the desire is truly to lift all the voic-

es before God, some things will need to change.  

Thom Rainer  

 

 

Now, from my family to all our new family 

here at TBC, Merry Christmas to all, and 

praise GOD for the gift He has given us 

this year——YOU!  

Pastor Johnny  

 



 

 

December 4 @ 8 AM 

 

All men are invited to a prayer 
breakfast in the TBC Café.  It’s a free, 

hot breakfast with fellowship and 
prayer leading up to Sunday School.    

 Hanging of the Greens 

        Saturday, December 3 @ 6 pm 

         Refreshments to follow 

 

 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

       Sunday, December 4 at 8 am     

 

 Young At Heart Potluck Luncheon 

        Tuesday, December 6 at Noon 

 

 Church Council   

       Tuesday. December 6 @ 7 pm 

 

 Cantata 

        Sunday, December 11 @ 10:30 am 

 

 Deacons Meeting 

       Monday, December 12 at 7 pm 

 

 Members Business Meeting 

        Wednesday, December 14 @ 6 pm 

  

 Children’s Christmas Performance 

         Sunday, December 18 @ 10:30 am with  

          Church wide lunch to follow 

 

 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

        Saturday, December 24, 5:30-6:30 pm 

 

 Church in the Round 

        Sunday, December 25, 9:30-10:30 am 

 

 

 

If you are “young at heart”, you are invited to join 

us for a monthly luncheon on the first Tuesday 

of each month.   Bring a dish, meet in the Café 

at TBC at noon and enjoy the great food, fun 

and fellowship! 

December 6 @ Noon 

 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS  
TEAM SCHEDULE 

 

Dec. 4     Cliff Overstreet & Dack McKinney 

Dec. 11   Bill Shepherd & Greg Wood 

Dec. 18   Randy & Dina Krantz 

Dec. 25   John & Melody Dooley 

Jan.1     Mike & Vicki Martin 

Jan. 8    David & Teresa Norcross 

Jan. 15  Ralph & Carol Patterson 

Jan. 22  Bernice Leftwich & Judy Danby 

Jan. 29  Jimmy Cundiff & Carl Saunders 

Feb. 5    E.L. & Karen McGuire 

Feb. 12  Gail Wilcher 

Feb. 19  Cliff Overstreet & Dack McKinney 

Feb. 26  Bill Shepherd & Greg Wood 

October offerings $26,848.46 

We don’t have the final numbers for  

November in time for publication. 



 

 

Journey Into Missions      
                                            by Don Slusher 
   

Cuba, Not Quite What I Expected 

     I had already been told that there was a very active 

movement within the church in Cuba. I had no reason 

to doubt this movement because the information came 

from a reliable source, someone who had visited Cuba 

in the past and had been in some of their church ser-

vices. The people of Cuba having been oppressed un-

der a communist dictatorship since the late 1950’s and 

knowing that communist subscribe to atheism, I guess 

I was interested to see for myself this revival that was 

occurring. 

     We were met at the airport and taken into Havana in 

a fairly nice bus. Soon we were at the place where we 

would spend the next several days and would use as 

our home base. The place where we stayed was offices 

for the Methodist Church of Cuba. Within these offices 

was a group of guest rooms and a dining hall where we 

would sleep and eat our meals. The rooms were spar-

tan but very comfortable and the meals were really 

good. As we had experienced in all of our trips that we 

had made in the past we wanted to let our folks back 

home know that we had arrived safely and that every-

thing is okay. So, many of the members of the team 

headed to the computer room of the offices so that we 

could email our loved ones back home. Soon a bunch 

of emails had been typed and sent, or at least the com-

puter said that they had been sent. None of them ar-

rived back home. We soon learned that the internet is 

practically non existent in Cuba and to send an email 

was almost impossible. In my mind, there was a group 

of censors somewhere pouring over each of our emails 

trying to find some secret coded message that we were 

trying to get out to our CIA handlers back in the states. 

Oh my, how the mind works and how vivid the imagi-

nation becomes! I suspect though that the truth was 

that the Cuban government simply did not want a free 

exchange of ideas between the people of Cuba and the 

rest of the world. To bear this thought out, we met a 

building contractor after we had been there for a few 

days who asked us for the latest techniques in con-

struction because he could not get any information 

from any source, books, magazines, etc. and certainly 

not the internet. 

 

     Next to the church offices there was a rather large 

Methodist Church. In my mind, the body of the church 

would be meeting in dimly lite underground facilities 

but here it was, a large building complete with a cross 

and the typical shape just like at home. It seemed that 

the church building was in constant use and I don’t 

think many if any nights went by without some sort of 

service being conducted. In fact, one afternoon, a 

group of us were sitting in a small courtyard located in 

front of the office building when numerous large cars 

began arriving, driven by chauffeurs, pulled up in front 

of the church and began discharging their occupants. 

We found out that the church had regular weekly ser-

vices for diplomats from around the world and the 

folks that we were watching were indeed these diplo-

mats. 

     The church doors did not seem to ever close and we 

were always free to attend any service that we so de-

sired. Most of the time the church appeared to be filled 

to or near capacity. I recall our first visit during a ser-

vice in this church. As I looked around the large sanc-

tuary I noticed there were groups of young people 

gathered at five different places within the church. 

They all had their heads bowed and were praying. 

There was a group at each of the four corners of the 

sanctuary and a fifth group at the alter. The services 

were always lively, filled with music, interpretive 

dancing, praying and of course the spoken word. We 

had very little interpretation but it was not hard to un-

derstand what was going on so our enjoyment was not 

diminished as we participated with our fellow chris-

tians in the services. We were always asked to give tes-

timonies and to preach on occasion. As a friend of 

mine said, the people were told what time the service 

started but never what time the service was supposed 

to end so some of the services went on for quite 

awhile. And, some of the services, especially in small-

er churches did not begin until late in the evening. As 

our time in Cuba went on we had the opportunity to 

visit many churches in and around Havana. We are 

pleased to say that they were all very alive and well 

and free to preach the word of God. 
 

Next month: Cuba, the Bedford, Virginia 

Connection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
3: Sharon McKinney & 
Jerry Dooley 
5: Anna Carrico  
6: Charles Roaten 
8: E.L. McGuire & Elizabeth 
Thomas 
10: Joshua Overstreet 
11: Jackie Orange 
12: Patty Zimmerman 
13: Jim Hedrick 
15: Eli Stevens 
16: Ann Sandidge, Betty Jo Tur-
pin, Kelly Harmony & Tara Nick-
ols 
18: Kaitlin Wood 
19: April Harrison  
20: Becky Grant  
21: Jamie Garten, Brenda Smith 
& Dot Miller 
24: Angela Tibbs & Bill Shepherd 
27: Susan Garten 
28: Allison Saunders  
30: Dennis Overstreet 
31: Natalie McIlhany & Kelsey 
Plott 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 8: Chuck & Donna Wheeler 
10: David & Judy Danby 
20: Dack & Judy McKinney 
21: David & Marietta Salyer 
22: Bob & Joyce Zdenek  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 

1   
      

2  3  6 PM Hanging of the 

Greens w/refreshments 
following 

 4  8 AM Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast 

 
Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering Dec. 4-11 

5   

 

 

6 Noon  Young at 
Heart Potluck Lunch-
eon 

7 pm Church Council 
Meeting 

7 5:30 Wed. Night Dinner 

6:15 Youth Group 

6:30 Bible Study & TBC Kids 
7:30 Choir Practice 

 

8     

   
 

9  

  

10 2 pm Cantata 
Dress Rehearsal @ 
Bed. Co. Nursing 
Home 

 11  10:30 am 

          Cantata 

12 

 

7 PM Deacons  
Mtg. 

13 14 5:00 Wed. Night Dinner 

6:00 Members Business 
Meeting 

6:15 Youth Group 

6:30 Bible Study & TBC Kids   

7:30 Choir Practice 

15  16  17 

18 10:30 am Chil-
dren’s Christmas Per-
formance with church- 
wide lunch following 
service 

19 

 

    

20 

 
 

21  

NO WED.   
ACTIVIES  

22   
 

  

 

23  

    
24  
5:30-6:30 pm 
Candlelight Service 

25 9:30-10:30 am  

Church in the Round 

 

26 

 

 

27   
 
 

28 

NO WED.  
ACTIVITIES  

29 

 
 

30 

 

31 

       

December 



 

 

December 4 December 11 December 18 December 25 

S.S. 

Greeters 
David & Faye Grant Bob & Jeri Plott 

Bill Shepherd &  

Virginia Shepherd 
David Turner 

Ushers and  

Greeters 

David Grant, Betty Jones, Chuck 
Wheeler, Tucker Grant, Greg Wood, J.D. 

Smith, Mike Martin & Stewart Grant  

Brenda Smith, Christina Smith,  Dack 
McKinney, Matt Saunders, Norris Fulton, 
Chuck Wheeler, Jimmy Cundiff & David 

Turner 

 
David Norcross, Teresa Norcross,  David 

Grant, Stewart Grant, David Grant, Tucker 
Grant, Will Grant &  Mike Martin  

 

Jimmy Cundiff, David Turner, Betty 
Jones, David Norcross, Teresa Norcross, 
John Dooley, Wesley Overstreet & Scott 

Smith 

 Van Drivers Bill Shepherd Bill Shepherd John Dooley John Dooley 

Clean Road  

Worker Teresa Norcross Ralph Patterson William McKinney Joyce Zdenek 

Deacon in 

Prayer 
Ed  Nickols Dennis Overstreet Jimmy Overstreet Ralph Patterson 

Infant,/ 

Walker/  

Preschool 

Workers  

Infants    
Allen Hayes & Anna Carrico 

Walkers/Preschool  
Jenny Krantz & Nancy Yates 

 

Infants   
Emily Stevens & Kelly Harmony 

Walkers/Preschool   
Jessica Gonzalez & Angelina Smith 

 

Infants   
Kim Tolley & Janet Linger 

Walkers/Preschool 
Judy Danby & Becki Robertson 

 

Infants   
Pam Sheppard &  Barbara Bauer 

Walkers/Preschool   
Tommy & Brandy Botteicher 

Children’s 

Worship 

Ed Nickols, Traci Jefferson & 
Dina Krantz 

Ed Nickols, Niki Garten &  
Becky Lugar 

Traci Jefferson, Margaret  
Sperrazza & Robbie Catron  

Children worship  
with their parents 

Parking  

Greeters 
Ralph Patterson & Mike Martin Dack McKinney & John Dooley Tony Fisher & Jimmy Overstreet Ralph Patterson & Mike Martin 

Worship Time Greeter David Grant Stuart Byrd Mike Martin David Turner 
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Haiti  

Ever said, “I’m not going on a mission trip…that’s not for me”? 
Yeah, me too. And then I went. And it happened: Exactly what I 
thought might happen. I loved it. No, not the crowded airports, 
and the questionable sanitary habits that invaded my American 
sensibilities. No, not the “uncomfortable” nature of being a mi-
nority in a foreign place. And no, not the emotional hardship of 
giving myself to something that I would not see the results of. 

Changed your mind about it yet?  

I’ll tell you in a sentence what got me: Knowing I was being 
used by God to further His kingdom. It was like being pulled off 

the bench, and sent into the game; being the one who got to 
contribute to the team winning, just by showing up. Ahhhhh, to 

be in the mix…part of something so much bigger than me, that’s 
what did it. We began an intentional process last year in our 

Mission focus at TBC.  

We began the task of finding the organization that we are going 
to partner with on a long-term basis in Haiti. A group of us visit-

ed quite a few ministries and taught, played with, and some-
times just held children. We were overjoyed at the reception we 
got, and broken-hearted at the same time that we saw what liv-
ing in this part of the world was like. But what we saw, above 

everything else, was hope in the Lord that surpasses all worldly 
hope; and we participated in spreading it.  

This year we’ll again visit ministries, but we’re honing in on few-
er, and digging in more deeply with them. Within a few more 

years, we’ll settle in with one or two ministries as we deepen our 
relationship with the ones we choose.  

We want YOU to be a part of this life-giving ministry. If you’ve 
ever considered NOT going on a mission trip (yup, I said NOT) 
then you’re as good a candidate as I was. Come to an interest 
meeting on Sunday, December 11th, right after service, right in 
the Sanctuary. 15 minutes is all we’re asking. We’ll have every-
thing you need, every answer to every question, but mostly joy 
to share in helping you see if you’re called to “Go therefore” to 

the nation of Haiti. See you there!    

5:30-6:30 pm 

Saturday, Dec. 3 @ 6pm 

 
Christmas   

   Cantata        

Dec. 11 @ 10:30 

Dec. 18 @ 10:30 am with 

Church-wide lunch to fol-

low 

Refreshments to follow 


