Wait for it, it’s coming.
Every year as we begin December we look towards
Christmas and all that it means. For some of us it is a day
or two off of work and time with our family. We love the
smells, the food, the tree, the presents, and all the
memories from Christmas past. Christmas feels, smells,
tastes and looks a lot like love to many of us. Christmas
is a day that only comes once a year and each year we
must wait for it.
The waiting is part of what makes it so special. The
waiting connects us with all those who longed for and
waited for the coming of Jesus the Christ. Daniel was one
who was waiting for this good King who would restore
Israel and her glory so that God would be glorified among
the nations. However God shared with him that His plan
was to do more than that. Through this King He would
“finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for
wickedness, bring in everlasting righteousness, seal up
vision and prophecy, and anoint the Most Holy Place.”
God’s plan involved one who looked like “the Son of Man”
to accomplish all this. Yet Daniel was told that the
nations and people were not ready yet. It would take
almost 500 more years of God working through faithful
people and corrupt foreign leaders for everything to be
ready. Paul wrote to the Jewish believers spread across
Galatia and explained this. He wrote, “But when the
fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son,
born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those
who were under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba!
Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a
son, then an heir through God.”
God’s gift of Jesus the Messiah was a gift that looked like
a human (Son of Man) and it was through Jesus that God
purchased our freedom from the law. Through Jesus God
gave us the gift of adoption into the family of God, and
through Jesus God has given us the gift of inheritance. If
we are in Christ through faith then we are adopted into
the Family of God and He has given us the Spirit of Christ
so we know God as Father. Notice He is only Father to

those who have the Spirit of his Son.
Some of these gifts we have already received, but some
we are still waiting on, but all are related. Paul writes to
the Ephesians, “In him you also, when you heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in
him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession
of it, to the praise of his glory.” This means the Spirit of
Christ is given to us now as a down payment of the
inheritance we will one day receive. So we are waiting on
the future gift.
I feel like a child waiting for Christmas presents sitting
under the tree. What is this inheritance? Why can’t we
have it now? Why do we have to wait? Why do I have to
go to bed, can’t we do it tonight? God answers these
questions for us. Our inheritance is a new world where
God and man will dwell together. This is why He gives us
His Spirit to dwell with us now as a down payment. In this
new world everything will be made new, including us. The
bejeweled city, New Jerusalem, will be our residence. The
river of life will issue from God’s throne. The healing tree
of life with twelve kinds of fruit will grow there. There will
be no night there, because the eternal light of the Lamb
will fill the new heaven and new earth and shine upon all
the heirs of God. (Revelation 21)
God has already answered our questions about the future
and His gifts to us, but like Daniel we must wait for God’s
timing. Everything is not ready yet, Christians, the Church,
the world, the spiritual world are all not yet ready. Like
children going to bed before Christmas we must wait for
Christmas morning, the stockings must be stuffed, more
presents wrapped or brought in, the food must be prepared,
much must happen for the day of the Lord to come.
We all have a part to play in getting ready. First we must get
ready and remain ready through the gifts He has already
given us in Christ. We must do our part and repent and live

Spirit filled lives of holiness and godliness as we wait for the
inheritance that is to come. We must continue to spread the
gospel to all people (every nation). God is working through
Jesus, and His church to get things ready to bring an end to
this age and to make the new age dawn.
Peter writes believers about this in 2 Peter 3 and says:
But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the
Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand
years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his
promise as some count slowness, but is patient
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but
that all should reach repentance. But the day of the
Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will
pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be
burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works
that are done on it will be exposed.
Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what
sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness
and godliness, waiting for and hastening the
coming of the day of God, because of which the
heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the
heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! But according
to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a
new earth in which righteousness dwells.
Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these,
be diligent to be found by him without spot or
blemish, and at peace. And count the patience of
our Lord as salvation.
The part of the gift I’m waiting for most is the new earth
where righteousness dwells. No more lies, no more sin,
no more selfishness, no more of my evil self or others
doing harm. It is our glorification that I look forward to the
most. I want to be made whole and able to be in God’s
presence without being judged and destroyed. I cannot
wait to share the same glory as Jesus Christ and to
partner with Him forever. We will get new incorruptible
bodies and will love just like Jesus loves. The day of the
Lord sounds a lot like Christmas day to me, a day and
presents worth waiting for. Even so come Lord Jesus,
Come!

The Missions committee is excited to announce that due to your contributions we were able to fill 6-8 stockings for American soldiers currently
stationed in South Korea. The soldiers will be blessed with socks, hats, Chapstick, candy, hand warmers, journals, pens, personal hygiene
products, toys, candles, ornaments, handmade cards and many other items. The Waltons are excited to be able to host a Christmas gathering to
encourage those serving our country, while at the same time sharing the gospel and God’s love. Let’s keep the Waltons and our military families
in our daily prayers, not only during the holidays but all through the coming new year.
2023 is quickly approaching and the Missions committee is working on planning future mission opportunities for our church family to be involved
in. We are looking for more members to join the committee. If you are interested in joining the Missions Committee, please contact Traci
Jefferson or Megan Beane. Anyone is welcome join us during regular monthly meetings, which are held on the 3rd Sunday of each month at 8:30
at the church. Hope to see you there!

4: E.L. & Karen McGuire
11: Cliff Overstreet
18: Bill & Virginia Shepherd
25: Alan & Krystal Hullette

Offerings $26,753.28
1: Traci Jefferson
8: Becki Robertson & Joyce Zdenek
15: E.L. & Karen McGuire
22: Cliff Overstreet
29: Bill & Virginia Shepherd

5: Alan & Krystal Hullette
12: Traci Jefferson
19: Becki Robertson & Joyce
Zdenek
26: E.L. & Karen McGuire

All men are invited to a prayer breakfast on the
first Sunday of every month in the TBC Café.
It’s a free, hot breakfast with fellowship and prayer
leading up to Sunday School.
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10: Joshua
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16: Betty Jo
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24: Bill
Shepherd
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5:00 pm Christmas Eve

8:00 am
Men’s Prayer
Breakfast

10:30 am
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6:30 pm Deacons
dinner at the Station

6:30 pm
Christmas Caroling
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**Members
Meeting after
worship

25

10:30 Worship
(no Sunday School)

5:00-6:30 Dinner
6:30 Kids Club
6:30 Adult Small Group
6:30 Youth Bible Study
7:30 Choir Practice

Noon
Young At Heart
Potluck Luncheon

2-4pm

Women’s Ministry
Luncheon at the
Blue Lady
Restaurant

(No Dinner)

Adult & Children
Christmas Concert
and Luncheon
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1: David &
Teresa Turner
8: Chuck &
Donna Wheeler
17: Ron &
Sandy
McCormick
24: Glenn &
Barbara Bauer
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Concert and
Candlelight Service

No Wednesday
Activities
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Nursery—9:15 AM
1st Sunday

2nd Sunday

3rd & 5th Sunday

4th Sunday

Volunteer 1

Betty Jones

Kristin Waskey

Norris Fulton

Debbie Carrico

Volunteer 2

Debbie Squitieri

Kate Waskey

Joyce Zdenek

Linda Frost

Nursery—10:15 AM
1st Sunday

2nd Sunday

3rd & 5th Sunday

4th Sunday

Volunteer 1

Melody Dooley

Kim Tolley

Janet Linger

Debbie Carrico

Volunteer 2

Jordan Overstreet

Dana Grant

Jacqueline Sperrazza

Linda Frost

3's & 4's Children's Church—10:15 AM
1st Sunday

2nd Sunday

3rd & 5th Sunday

4th Sunday

Volunteer 1

Norris Fulton & Joyce Zdenek

Jacqueline Sperrazza

Becki Robertson

Finn Strickler

Volunteer 2

Matthew Bean

Kat Strickler

Barbara Bauer

Volunteer needed

Dec. 10, 2-4 pm



Cost is $17.50 per person and sponsorships are
available by calling Becki or Cindy



Sign up in the Welcome Center



Bring your Secret Sister Gift and if you didn’t play
secret Sister, bring a $15 or less gift to exchange



Menu: Pork BBQ, Stuffed chicken with dressing
and gravy, mashed potatoes, green beans, garden
salad, roll, tea, dessert-choice of choc. Pic, pecan
pie or coconut pineapple cake

Thaxton Baptist Church



Thaxton
BaptistMill
Church
1067 Penicks
Road
P.O.
Box 32VA 24174
Thaxton,
1067
Penicks Mill Road
tinawainscott@thaxtonbaptist.org
Thaxton, VA 24174
tbcsecretary@verizon.net

Women’s Ministry Luncheon at Blue Lady Restaurant

Faye Grant
2037 Penicks Mill Road
Bedford, VA 24523
586-0446
Phyllis Truxell
Bedford County Nursing Home
1229 County Farm Road, Room 119A
Bedford, VA 24523
Julie Manck
1674 Cobbs Mountain Road
Bedford, VA 24523
540-586-5533
Gloria Sloss
1237 Meadow Spring Road
Bedford, VA 24523
586-1757
Joyce Krantz
608 3rd Street, Apt. A-12
Bedford, VA 24523
540-586-1736
Betty Jo Turpin
833 Minors Branch Road
Monroe, VA 24574

