
 

 

 

Have the Biblical offerings ever been 

greater at Thaxton? In the month coming 

up we have Sunday School Teacher  

Lunch and Learn, Deacon Training,  

Apollos 2.0, and Parenting classes. Not  

to mention Sunday school at 9:30 every 

week, and Bible Study every Wednesday 

at 6:30. To which of these resources are 

you availing yourselves? If you say none, 

consider joining in on just one. If you are 

attending one or more…fantastic. Would 

you invite someone specifically, and make 

an appointment to meet them there? No 

one likes doing things alone, so see who 

you can get to come with you. As those  

of you that were in service on July 17th 

know, our Haiti team had a very  

successful trip recently. Although the  

pictures and display were important, did  

 

 
you notice the emotion in each person 

who went? There were heart changes in 

them. God cracked hearts, and you saw 

the result. It wasn’t about getting all 

charged up in some  

fleeting mountain-top experience. The trip 

was a chance to grow closer to God by 

seeing God’s people as He does all of us.  

Helpless. Helpless and without hope,  

except for Jesus. My personal experience 

in Haiti was, I believe, a chance for God to 

show me how much He aches for our 

struggle; how much He wants for us to 

turn to Him, and how much we’re just fine 

starving and barely getting by;  

malnourished but living. God used the  

experience in Haiti to show me that we are 

Haiti. We are not feeding on His Word, 

filled with the life-giving nourishment only 

It can bring. We scrap, and fight for tidbits,  

 

 

 
and mismanage anything we obtain. We 

have the wealth of God at our fingertips,  

the peace of heaven, the joy of being 

known right here in front of us, and yet we 

squander it; throw it away. I’m not  

preaching to you. I’m confessing to you. I 

need more of Jesus in me. I need to do all 

things that He commanded. One of those 

is to make disciples of every nation. Will 

you join us next June in obedience to His 

command? Mark June 9-17, 2017 as  

taken on your calendar. Come walk more 

closely with the only One who saves. Love 

in a manner he loves. Give yourself to the 

Great Commission. You won’t be alone.  

 

Pastor Mark  

Since ‘64  
 



 

 

  

From the OUTLET, 

      The month of July has been a busy one in the 
Youth Department.  Our Scripture focus for the month 
of July was the book of Romans. The youth looked at 
what it takes to know, embrace, live, and share the 
gospel message. We continued our summer series of 
competitions by introducing some new ways for teams 
to accumulate points. Points are awarded every 
Wednesday night during youth group. Teams can earn 
points by wearing team colors, bringing friends, memo-
rizing the books of the Bible in order, and winning silly 
games to name but a few. When summer is over the 
winning team gets a dinner with Pastor Ed at a place 
of their choosing.  

We also spent a week at MFUGE in Nashville, 
Tennessee.  17 youth attended the camp and all were 
changed. They shared God’s love in nursing homes, 

parks, homeless ministries, community centers, and gar-
dens. Please be sure ask a youth or a chaperone what 
they did in Nashville, their answer might surprise you. I 
would like to give a special thank you to Irene Nickols 
and Pam Sheppard for chaperoning this trip.  

On the evening of August 12, the youth and the 
children are having a combined bonfire at the funny 
farm. This event will serve as an end of summer cele-
bration as well as a moving up ceremony for those in 
the children’s department that are entering sixth grade. 
The youth will welcome their new members in a special 
way, and the children will be able to see what they 
have to look forward to when it is their turn to move 
up. All youth, children, and parents are invited.   

 

In His service, 

Pastor Ed 
 



 

 

 

Notes from Pastor Johnny 

Let me introduce myself, for those whom 

may not know me very well. 

I am a native of North Carolina, born in Win-

ston Salem.  At the age of 10, I moved here 

with my father and mother and little brother.  

Dad was the Pastor here at TBC from June 

1970 through June 1978.  TBC has always 

had a place in my family’s heart.  We love the 

people here.  I accepted Jesus Christ as my 

Lord and Savior in this church, and was bap-

tized in the old sanctuary.  I grew up with 

many of you, who are leaders at TBC.  So 

there is a history. 

Today, I sit here typing my first newsletter ar-

ticle and want to thank you once again, for 

all the love and support that Kathy, Melody, 

and I have received in our first week.  As 

many of you know, moving is a job within it-

self, especially when you are moving from a 

place you have lived 16+ years.  Thank you 

for the food, the pounding, the helpers on 

moving day, and to TBC for taking us in and 

making sure that we are okay.  We are ex-

tremely blessed to be here with a family of 

believers that are ready to see what God is 

about to do in our lives. 

In my role here at TBC, I am going to be 

working hard to lead our worship in an excit-

ing, uplifting way as we join together to give 

our best back to the Master.  Worship is an 

expression of our love and gratitude to God, 

our Father.  It is our offering of Praise, Pray-

er, and Purpose.  Let us come together each 

week and know that we are a family joined 

together by God for the purpose of bringing 

glory and honor to the One who was, and is, 

and is to come.  The One true God who will 

never change, but has the miraculous power 

to change us from the inside out if we only 

trust Him. 

I also will be working on Assimilation.  That 

is finding the correct path from First Time 

Guest to Long Time Members.  Connections 

and Outreach/Evangelism/Serving are also a 

priority and important portion of my position 

here a TBC.  I will be observing what we do, 

and implementing new ideas and ways to 

GROW our body by meeting the needs spirit-

ually, emotionally, mentally, and physically.  

Our working together will bring about a 

healthy family, committed to God,  each oth-

er, and our surrounding community, state, 

nation, and world, bringing the Gospel and 

the love of Jesus wherever we go. 

If you love to sing, please come and join our 

choir.  It will be an enjoyable time of learning 

new music and preparing to share and lead 

on Sundays. 

Praise Team, we need to figure out a time to 

meet other than Sunday mornings prior to 

Sunday  School.  This will allow us to learn 

new music.  It also will take away that feeling 

of pressure and stress.  It will allow us to re-

ally be prepared and on the same page, re-

laxed and truly free to lead in worship.  

Please be praying about and thinking of a 

good time for us to meet.   Also if there are 

those that want to join our team, the more 

the merrier.  We can never have enough mu-

sicians.  With our crazy schedules, we al-

ways need those willing to step in and help 

us bring our best on Sunday mornings.   

I can go on, but will stop here for now.  See 

your next time. 

Pastor Johnny Gupton 

Worship and Connections Pastor  



 

 

August 7 @ 8 AM 

 

All men are invited to a prayer 
breakfast in the Café at TBC.  It’s a 
free, hot breakfast with fellowship 
and prayer leading up to Sunday 

School.    

 Young At Heart Potluck Luncheon 
        Tuesday, August 2 at Noon 
 

 
 

 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
        Sunday, August 7 at 8 am     
  
 
 
 Deacons Meeting 
       Monday, August 8 at 7 pm 
 
 
 
 Deacon Training         
       Saturday, August 20, Noon-6 pm   
  
      
 
 Church Council Meeting 
       Monday, August 22 at 7 pm  
 
 
**Parenting Class 6:30 pm on  
    Aug. 24, 31 and Sept. 7 
 
 

 

Men’s 

 

If you are “young at heart”, you are invited to join 

us for a monthly luncheon on the first Tuesday 

of each month.   Bring a dish, meet in the Café 

at TBC at noon and enjoy the great food, fun 

and fellowship! 

August 2 at Noon 

 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS  
TEAM SCHEDULE 

 
Aug. 7     Bill Shepherd & Greg Wood 

Aug. 14   Randy & Dina Krantz  

Aug. 21   John & Melody Dooley 

Aug. 28   Robbie Catron 

Sept. 4     Dennis & Shelby Overstreet 

Sept. 11   Alan & Krystal Hullette 

Sept. 18   Traci Jefferson &  

 Anna Laura  Simpson 

Sept. 25   Barry & Sue Saunders 

Oct. 2      Bill Shepherd & Greg Wood 

Oct. 9      Randy & Dina Krantz 

Oct. 16    John & Melody Dooley 

Oct. 23    Robbie Catron 

Oct. 30    Dennis & Shelby Overstreet 

 

 

 
              
 



 

 

Journey Into Missions      
                                            by Don Slusher 
 

The Story of Juan Continues: 

     In my last article I told you about our new friend 

Juan and his New Years Day conversion experience. 

Just as a short recap, we had witnessed Juan on his 

knees crying out to God for salvation and shedding an 

abundance of tears. This experience came after a night 

of too much New Years celebration and drinking so the 

doubts began creeping into our minds as to whether or 

not Juan had a true change of heart or whether the ex-

cesses of the night before were doing all the talking. 

Thoughts were coming like “do not judge lest we be 

judged” and in opposition, “ you will know them by 

their works”. My thoughts finally settled on the latter 

so over the next couple of weeks, I watched Juan for 

signs of conversion. 

     Over the next couple of days Juan would show up 

at the work site and work right along beside us as we 

laid block to build the walls of the new worship and 

training center there in the neighborhood of Iquitos, 

Peru where Juan lived. He even assisted our ladies that 

were on the team prepare for bible school for the 

youngsters in the neighborhood. One day I looked up 

from my work and there was Juan, dressed in a clowns 

outfit complete with a wig and a big red nose as he 

came to bible school to entertain the children. When 

the next Sunday came he was right there worshiping  

 

 

right along beside us.  He was exhibiting all the right  

signs that would tell us that he had experienced a true 

conversion.  He asked for permission to come to our  

hotel and share in our nightly devotions that we held at 

the end of each day. Soon he began to bring friends of 

his so that they could hear what we had to say as dif-

ferent team members would take turns sharing their 

thoughts and teachings from God’s word. If I remem-

ber correctly he was either invited or he asked to come 

to dinner with us in one of the many restaurants where 

we would have our evening meals. Juan fit right in 

with us and we became more comfortable having him 

and his friends around. After a few days he pulled me 

aside after we had finished our evening devotion and 

asked if I would give him enough money so that he 

could have cab fare to take him and his friends back to 

their home. The request seemed reasonable so I gladly 

gave him the small amount that he would need to pay 

for their way home. That was the first request. Then 

there seemed to be a rash of medical needs within ei-

ther Juan’s or one of his friend’s families. Unless one 

of the other team members gave them money unknown 

to me all these request were denied. In a few days it 

was time to return to the states and once again if I re-

member correctly, Juan accompanied us to the airport. 

I don’t recall that he made any request from us other 

than the usual need for cab fare so we left with a sense 

of accomplishment for the work that we had completed 

and with a story to tell about the salvation of Juan. 

   A few months later, we returned to Iquitos with an-

other team to continue our work. One of the first  

questions on everyone’s mind was “how is Juan  

 

 

doing”? The missionary kind of hung his head and  

told us of how Juan had disappointed him. If seems 

that after we left and other teams came to continue the 

work that Juan had become more demanding that he 

needed funds to do his “ministry”. He was showing up 

at the team meetings with financial request but with no 

evidence that he was using it for any of the needs that 

he was mentioning. He became a drain on the teams in 

that some of the team members were feeling sorry for 

him and giving him money. After having already fund-

ing their own way there and many of these team mem-

bers being first timers not having experienced the pleas 

of the needs of the folks whether legitimate or not, 

Juan’s actions began to disturb and hinder the teams 

from doing what they were sent there to do. It was not 

that we lacked compassion for the nationals but as 

team leaders, we always relied upon the local mission-

ary or pastors to advise us as to legitimate needs and 

have them, with our help address the need. The ques-

tion once again was Juan’s conversion real? No way to 

know and not for us to judge. There was definitely not 

proper follow up to help Juan in his Christian walk and 

understanding. My prayer is that I will see Juan again 

as we walk the streets of Gold or are sitting together at 

the supper of the Lamb sharing memories of that spe-

cial New Years Day so long ago. 

 

 

Next month …...................  

        Shaman Seeking Pokemons 

 

 



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1   6:30 pm Lynchburg 

Hillcats v. Potomac Na-
tionals 

(meet at church by 5:30 pm if 
you want to ride church van 
limited seating) 

 2    Noon  
Young at Heart Pot-
luck Luncheon 
 

3    6:15 Youth Group 

6:30 Bible Study, Apol-
los & TBC Kids 
7:30 Choir Practice 

4  

      

5  6     10 am Kristin’s 

Memorial at TBC Chil-

dren’s Worship Center 

 7  8 AM Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast 
 

 

8   

7 PM Deacons  
Mtg. 
 

9   

 
 

10  6:15 Youth Group 

6:30 Bible Study, Apol-
los & TBC Kids 
7:30 Choir Practice 

11 

 
 

12 
  

13   

14 15  
 

16 

 
7 pm Community 
Center Mtg. 

17  
6:15 Youth Group 

6:30 Adult Bible Study, 

Apollos & TBC Kids   

7:30 Choir Practice 

18 
 

 

19 

  

20 
12-6 Deacon 
Training 

21 22  
7 pm Church 
Council Mtg. 

23 24  6:15 Youth Group 

6:30 Adult Bible Study, 
Parenting Class & TBC 
Kids 

7:30 Choir Practice 

25 
 

 

  

26 
 
 

27  

28 29  

 

30 

 
 

 

31  6:15 Youth Group 
6:30 Adult Bible Study, 
Parenting Class & TBC 
Kids 

7:30 Choir Practice 

 
 

  

       

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 2: Sarah Catron, Barbara Kirk-

wood & 

Betty Jones  

3: Connie Bobbitt 

4: Sherry Catron & Martha Over-

street,  

5: Nathan Clellen 

8: David Norcross & Clarence 

Catron (1937) 

13: Connie Dinwiddie & Casey 

Carr 

15: Carol Patterson 

18: Deric Burnette & Taylor Har-

mony 

19: Steve Grant  

21: Diana Salyer & Jamie Garten 

22: Cayla Crouch 

23: Marion Trent 

24: Sharon Hamilton & Kara 

Botteicher   

25: Noah Jones 

26: David Garner 

29: Carolyn Overstreet, David 

Stevens & Jimmy Garten 

31: Sara Hayes, Dorothy Whorley 

& Gail Wilcher  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6: Charles & Joyce Roaten  

11: Dennis & Shelby Over-

street 

13: Tony & Sharon McKinney 

14:  Clifton "Buck" and Miner-

va T. Krantz 

 



 

 

August 7 August 14 August 21 August 28 

S.S. 

Greeters 
David & Faye Grant Bob & Jeri Plott Bill Shepherd &  Rich Michealsen 

Ushers and  

Greeters 

Betty Jones, Jake Catron,  Rich  

Michealsen, Tucker Grant, Greg Wood, J.D. 
Smith, Mike Martin & Stewart Grant  

Brenda Smith, Christina Smith,  Dack 
McKinney, Matt Saunders, Norris Fulton, 

Chuck Wheeler, Jimmy Overstreet & Jimmy 
Cundiff 

 
David Norcross, Teresa Norcross,  David 

Grant, Stewart Grant, David Grant, Tucker 
Grant, Will Grant &  Mike Martin  

 

Jimmy Cundiff, Betty Jones, Rich Mi-
chealsen, Jake Catron, Chuck 

Wheeler, John Dooley, Wesley Over-
street & Scott Smith 

 Van Drivers Bill Shepherd Bill Shepherd John Dooley John Dooley 

Clean Road  

Worker 
Barbara Catron Jane Grant Teresa Norcross Ralph Patterson 

Deacon in 

Prayer 
Chuck Wheeler Robbie Catron Randy Krantz E.L. McGuire 

Infant,/ 

Walker/  

Preschool 

Workers  

Infants    
Allen Hayes & Anna Carrico 

Walkers/Preschool  
Jenny Krantz & Nancy Yates 

 

Infants   
Emily Stevens & Kelly Harmony 

Walkers/Preschool   
Jessica Gonzalez & Angelina Smith 

 

Infants   
Kim Tolley & Janet Linger 

Walkers/Preschool 
Judy Danby & Becki Robertson 

 

Infants   
Pam Sheppard & Barbara Bauer 

Walkers/Preschool   
Tommy & Brandy Botteicher 

 

Children’s 

Worship 

Ed Nickols, Traci Jefferson & 
Dina Krantz 

Ed Nickols, Niki Garten &  
Becky Lugar 

Traci Jefferson, Margaret  
Sperrazza & Robbie Catron  

Ed Nickols, Traci Jefferson & Norris 
Fulton 

Parking  

Greeters 
Ralph Patterson & Mike Martin Dack McKinney & John Dooley Tony Fisher & Jimmy Overstreet Ralph Patterson & Mike Martin 

Worship Time Greeter Ralph Patterson John Dooley Mike Martin Rich Michealsen 
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The Parenting Class 

Join us for three weeks (an hour each) as 

we explore “The Things You Always Thought 

You Knew about Parenting”  

During the sessions we’ll learn how to:  

Get our children to apologize, and mean it  

Create heart change not just behavior change  

Discipline in a way that creates desire for change  

We all parent based (at least to some extent) 

on how we were parented, or what we’ve 

read, or what we’ve seen done by others.  

Come learn about the latest research, par-

enting methods, and help there is out there.  

 

Mark Giganti has been a parent to two col-

lege-aged children, is trained in family thera-

py and counseling, and has worked in the 

field for over a decade.  

Entertaining and challenging, the course is 

guaranteed to equip you in ways you never 

imagined.  

Wednesdays at 6:30 pm 

Aug. 24, 31 & Sept. 7 

 

 

Sat., Sept. 10 @ 11 am 

Church Picnic 

 @ Falling Creek Park 

(reserved shelter) 

 

Sat., Sept. 24  

Fall Fest 

 @ Catron’s Farm 

(rain date 10/15) 

 

Sat., Sept. Oct. 29  

Trunk or Treat 

@ TBC 


