
 

 

 

It’s been a busy and unsettling two weeks, hasn’t it? No 

matter if you’ve been here for 60 years or 60 seconds at 

TBC, the recent events would shake you. They have me. 

I can categorically say that I love The Lord Jesus Christ. 

He is the head of the church. He is the great Shepherd. 

Called as an under-shepherd, and affirmed by TBC, 

we’ve (you and I) entered into the same type of 

marriage covenant as Paul explains in Ephesians 5:21-

33. As Jesus loves the church, I too (in my greatest 

effort) love like He did. I can never exhibit the perfect 

love of the Savior and King, but there is a bond none 

the less. 

 

Those who have taken the time to come visit, or have 

invited Beth and I to participate in their family activities, 

or share a meal are so precious to us. Those who have 

gone the extra mile to call and write loving words of 

encouragement to me have been heaven-sent. We 

both appreciate and love you so much. In contrast, 

those people that have taken such a negative stand 

against me (and by proxy - us) are so hurtful in our 

church environment.… both personally and corporately. 

 

Until our Special Call Business Meeting on July 22nd 

after service - I don’t think most of you knew what was  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

going on behind the scenes.  Now when I say behind  

the scenes, I don’t mean that anything was hidden from 

you….I just didn’t want to add any fuel to the negativity 

that was directed at me. I shouldered a lot. You heard 

just a portion of the venom in our meeting. The sources 

of this type of talk and divisive behavior are known to 

some, and now to more…but I’m afraid there is more to 

come. Scripture tells us that devise behavior can be 

the undoing of a body. It won’t go on at this intensity 

for long, but our examination of ourselves has to be 

complete. 

 

Unless we are aware of the toxic talk and behavior, how 

can we recognize it, neutralize it, and help to repair it? 

A little leaven leavens the whole dough. A little cancer 

can become fatal when it is allowed to metastasize. If 

you were here for Heritage Sunday you heard me 

explain that very process of the spread of the disease.  

 

 

This examination and unveiling of those that have been  

allowed to run roughshod over TBC is not a 

comfortable process by any means. But when a family 

has members that are acting out, not until the behavior 

is examined, known by all, and no longer tolerated, can 

healing begin. 

 

Healing. That’s what the Gospel offers all of us - and 

that is precisely the point of what The Lord outlines for 

us in Matthew 18:15-18. The goal of this entire process 

is the restoration and reparation to a truly intimate 

relationship between the body, the body and the 

undershepherd, and the body and the Great Shepherd. 

 

Won’t you come on this healing journey with all of your 

brothers and sisters? I promise to continue to lead you 

in the way of The Master. 

 

His Servant, and yours, 

Pastor Mark 

since ‘64 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Thaxton Baptist Church Family, 
There are exciting things happening with our Youth 
Group as we enter the later half of the summer. On 
Wednesday July 18th, our youth took to the fields of 
the Thaxton Community Center for games, fellowship, a 
bonfire, cookout, and a God honoring lesson. During an 
exercise, Pastor Justin assigned each of the teens a weakness, for example not being 
able to use their hands or not being able to see. The teens were not told the assigned 
weaknesses of the other students, but were all assigned the same task of collecting 
wood and building the bonfire. The first few minutes revolved around our students 
trying to do things on their own.  Students were colliding with doors, and some were 
crawling on their hands and knees. After frustration set in, students were ready to quit 
because they couldn’t complete the task on their own. It seemed as though, from their 
perspective, the mission was too difficult to accomplish.   The teens realized that they 
needed each other to complete the task. One student that wasn’t able to see was 
guided by another student that could. Another student that couldn’t walk was aided by 
a student that could. The purpose of the activity was to show that we must rely on each 
other in times of need. Galatians 6:2 states, “Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill 
the law of Christ.” The Apostle Paul commissions believers to share the load with other 
Christians and to step up where there are “needs”. 
Thaxton Baptist Church is heading into a difficult season of transition. The Lord is calling 
Pastor Justin and Abigail Waples to serve elsewhere in Christ’s Kingdom. While we 
celebrate their calling and new position, there is a deep sadness to see them go. 
Change is never easy, and our youth need love, stability, and encouragement. Our 
church family must “step up” to support and help shoulder the needs of the ministry. 
You may be feeling like one of the teens during the activity, and the goals/tasks seem 
difficult/unattainable. It is times like these where a decision must be made to band 
together under the unity of Christ or fall divided and separated. We all have 
weaknesses, but if we band together as a body should, there is no hill or obstacle that 
can stand in our way. We should not rest until the gospel is heard by every man, 
woman, and child in the Thaxton/Bedford area to the ends of the earth! Where is God 
calling you to serve or “step up”? Join me in planting the flag of Zion here in Thaxton so 
that we may all be shinning beacons of Christ to a lost and broken world! 
 
In Christ,  Kevin Focht 

Dear TBC Family, 
I am genuinely overwhelmed with deep gratitude as I write this letter to you. The past 20 
months have flown by, and I have thoroughly enjoyed my time here serving the children, 
youth, and the congregation at large. I have nothing but love in my heart for all of you. 
My experience here has been one that I will keep with me forever, truly. It's not easy 
parting or saying “goodbye”. 
 
I can't make this letter all about me. Because of your faithful support, the youth and 
children’s program has maintained health and vibrancy, and has succeeded at meeting 
the need of many. Sunday School has flourished, and TBC has continued to be fun and 
meaningful. The youth programming of TBC has been relevant and thought-provoking 
for both the students and their friends.  
 
You all are a special group of people with so many assets. This church has stood the 
test of time, and yet stands as a testimony of what God can do when we answer the call 
to lead and serve.  
 
I encourage you to keep pouring into the youth and children programs both financially 
and by offering your time as a volunteer. Now more than ever, the next generation of the 
church needs to see and feel the love you have for them. I know the church at large 
adores them, and I trust that you all will keep showing them that love. Our youth and 
children are not simply the future of the church - they are the current church. They add 
so much to the total church atmosphere, even when they feel as if they may go 
unnoticed. Cherish them, keep supporting them, and pray for them as they navigate 
through one of the most challenging times of life. 
 
Youth and children, thank you so much for welcoming me and Abigail into your lives, and 
making us feel as if we've been here forever. I love you all so much! I see you all as 
family. I have enjoyed being able to support you all outside of church, and I have loved 
working with you all. Stay encouraged as you approach the Fall semester! I'm here 
cheering you on, always. If I can do anything to help you in your academic, 
extracurricular, and spiritual lives, I will! I'm always available to listen and I will forever be 
praying for you.  
 
God bless you, 
Pastor Justin Waples 



 

 

 

All men are invited 
to a prayer 
breakfast on the 
first Sunday of 
every month in the 

TBC Café.  It’s a free, hot breakfast with 
fellowship and prayer leading up to Sunday 
School.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
       Sunday, August 5@ 8:00 am  

 
Members Business Meeting  
       Sunday, August 5@ 5:30 pm 

 
You  ng at Heart Potluck Luncheon 
       Tuesday, August 7 @ Noon 

 
Deacons Meeting 
       Monday, August 13 @ 6:30 pm 

 

Children of the World  
International Children’s Choir  
      Wednesday, August 29 @ 6:30 pm 

 
              
 
 

 

If you are “young at heart”, you are  

invited to join us for a monthly  

potluck luncheon on the first   

Tuesday of each month.  Bring a dish, 

meet in the TBC Café at noon and enjoy 

the great food, fun and fellowship! 

August 5:  John & Melody Dooley 

August 12:  Dennis & Shelby Overstreet 

August 19:  Alan & Krystal Hullette 

August 26:  Traci Jefferson &  

                     Anna Laura Burcham 

 

September 2:  Barry & Sue Saunders 

September 9:  Becki Robertson &  

                         Joyce Zdenek 

September 16:  David & Faye Grant 

September 23:  Mike & Vicki Martin 

September 30:  Carl Saunders  

 

October 7:  E.L. & Karen McGuire 

October 14:  Cliff Overstreet & Jay Faucher 

October 21:  Bill Shepherd &  

                      Virginia Shepherd 

October 28:  John & Melody Dooley 

 

November 4:  Dennis & Shelby Overstreet 

November 11:  Alan & Krystal Hullette 

November 18:  Traci Jefferson &  

                          Anna Laura Burcham 

November 25:  Barry & Sue Saunders June offerings $21,620.30 



 

 

                                             

 
 
  
    

 I have one last story to share with the reader as we 
complete the articles on our work in New Orleans and 
working with Samaritans Purse. We had been assigned to 
a home in an older neighborhood which had flood damage. 
The water mark inside the house showed that the water 
had been about four feet deep. There was a distinct line 
along the walls showing how high the water had gotten. 
Along the line and below was a lot of mold, mildew and 
discoloration from unknown substances. The owners of the 
house had left the home as the flood waters invaded the 
property and subsequently moved to Florida to live with 
relatives. They had not returned to check on the damage. 
We were there in April but the Katrina at hit in September 
of the previous year. The house had been virtually 
untouched for the last seven months or so. As usual, we 
had to force the front door open because of the objects 
that had floated to the back of the door as the water 
receded. After we entered the house we soon found that 
the residents of this home had escaped with very little of 
their possessions. The closets were full of ruined clothing 
and the cabinets were stocked with spoiled or outdated 
food. We also found a water damaged computer and lots 
of books including photo albums, all ruined and 
unrecoverable. The books were more of a technical nature 
similar to text books so whether the residents were 
students or teachers was hard to tell. Then we found the  
 

 
Bible. It was waterlogged and as was everything else 
damaged and covered with mold. We began to find bible 
verses written over the tops of the doors and along the 
wood work beside the doors. We began to realize that the 
occupants of this house were devoted christians so this 
project began to take on a very special purpose. 
     
  Our job was to removed anything that was damaged. A 
couple of us started at the rear of the house. We cleared a 
path around the house where we could take load after load 
of material in wheelbarrows to the front where we then 
piled it in the edge of the street. Sanitation workers for the 
City of New Orleans would then use a clamshell bucket to 
pick up the debris and take it to a special area where 
household after household of memories were disposed. 
      
  We began to remove the sheetrock from the walls. A cut 
was made in the sheetrock just above the waterline then 
the damaged or lower portion was removed. All the kitchen 
cabinets were removed, both the lower and upper. All the 
appliances were taken out including a refrigerator that was 
still filled with food from seven months earlier. Fortunately 
the respirators that we were using had such good filters 
that we were not able to smell the stench of the rotted 
food. There was so much to do that the job took us two 
days to complete. Finally, only the bare studs of the house 
were left. All the flooring and carpeting was also removed 
so only the subfloor was left. We cleaned the house as 
best we could but the mold and mildew was still present. 
Another team would be coming in after us to use strong 
detergent to remove and kill the mold and mildew. After  
 

 
them would be a reconstruction team that would put in new 
sheet rock, flooring and kitchen. They would do everything 
to make the house habitable again at no cost to the home 
owner. 
   
   The owners of the home had requested that they could 
come by to look at the work that we completed. Knowing 
the history of how the family who lived there had been so 
impacted by the damage that they had not visited the 
property since the storm we were a little uneasy as to what 
their reaction might be at seeing their home stripped bare 
of their possessions including the floors and walls. 
Samaritans Purse sent one of their chaplains to the home 
to assist us when the residents arrived. I can’t imagine how 
they felt when they saw the mountain of refuse in the street 
and knowing that the things that were then refuse were 
once prized possessions. But, they graciously greeted us 
and thanked us profusely for the work that we had done. 
They walked throughout the gutted house and spoke of 
days gone by. We all then gathered in what was the living 
room of the house, held hands and prayed together. We 
left there somewhat relieved at the reaction of the family. I 
have oftener wondered what might have become of the 
house and the family who lived there. Hopefully, the house 
repairs went well and the family is thriving. I am sure that 
they replaced the bible because we gave them one 
supplied by Samaritans Purse. 
      

By Don Slusher  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some questions that most often surface when 
people are encouraged and challenged to engage their 
actual neighbors by making a map like the one above listing 
out their 8 closest neighbors:  

 

1. Is what Jesus teaches in the command to “love your 
neighbor” much bigger than just loving our literal neighbors? Clearly, the 
relationships that we have with our coworkers, the parents on our kids’ sports teams, 
and people that we encounter on the other side of the world are in fact "neighboring 
relationships." However, that doesn’t somehow make the person who lives across the 
street less of a neighbor. Often we live as if this is the case. Most of us have good 
intentions about reaching out to others, but we often lack a clear process to do so. A 
singular focus on literal neighboring gives us a clear goal and a unified vision.  

 

2. Why do I need to make a map of my 8 closest neighbors?  

Because it really works! Making a map with the names of your eight closest neighbors 
is a very simple task that encourages us to take the next small step with those who live 
around you. For most, the next step is to learn all of the names of their immediate 
neighbors. When this happens, relationships often evolve organically. If churches are 
successful in getting believers to learn and use the names of their neighbors, the 
outcomes will be powerful and long lasting. This map creates a mini-parish for 
everyone in our church and has proven to be a powerful visual that helps people move 
beyond good intentions towards action.  

 

3. Is this actually going to help people come to know 

Jesus?  

Yes! Most believers lack significant relationships with people 
who do not know God. Neighboring is the antidote for the 
“Christian bubble.” Especially when it’s done with the right 
posture. We share what we love and are passionate about 
with our friends. When believers form real relationships with 
the people who live near them, conversations about God 
and Jesus often follow. Along the way, it’s important to 
remember that people who don’t yet know God are not 
potential projects, they are potential friends. There is a big 
difference between the two!  

 

4. How can I possibly add one more task in my life? 
This isn’t a task that is going to compete with the activities of 
your life. In fact, practicing the art of neighboring will actually 
enhance what you’re already doing. As the networks and 
social circles of the church expands, so too will the reach of 

our church. If you are successful in getting one another to be intentional with their 
neighbors, it will create a framework that will bring life to everything else that you are 
doing.  

 

5. I don’t live in a single-family suburban home… will this work in my setting? 
Yes! The beauty of neighboring is that it works for everyone, because everyone has 
neighbors. Literal neighboring works in farming communities just as well as in the city. 
Yes, the dynamics are different for the person living in an apartment building versus 
the family that is living on a 5 acre piece of property. But, no matter where you live, 
people need to be reached out to and learn more about Jesus Christ!  

 

Keep up the good work and keep sharing your faith as we reach out to Bedford 
County, 

Pastor Justin Waples 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2: Barbara  
Kirkwood &  
Betty Jones  
3: Connie Bobbitt 
& Jeri Gormus 
4: Sherry Catron & 
Martha Overstreet  
9: Clarence Catron  
13: Connie Dinwid-
die & Casey Carr 
15: Carol  
Patterson 
18: Ann Priddy 
19: Steve Grant  
22: Cayla Crouch 
23: Marion Trent 
24: Kara Botteicher   
29: David Stevens  
31: Gail Wilcher  
  
 
 
 
6: Charles &  
Joyce Roaten  
11: Dennis &  
Shelby Overstreet 
14: Clifton "Buck" 
and Minerva T. 
Krantz (1971) 

16: Robbie &  
Beth Catron 

  1  

 
6:30 Apollos 1.75 

6:30 Children &  
Youth Bible Study   

2  3 4 
  
  

5  
 

6   7 8 
 
6:30 Apollos 1.75 

6:30 Children &  
Youth Bible Study  

9
 

 

10 
  

11 
 

  
     
  

12 13 

 

14 

 

 

 

15 
 

6:30 Apollos 1.75 

6:30 Children &  
Youth Bible Study  

16 17    18   
  

19 

 

 

20  
 

 

21  
Thaxton Community 
Center Council 
Meeting 7:00 @ the 
Community Center 

22 
 

6:30 Apollos 1.75 

6:30 Children &  
Youth Bible Study   

23 
  
 

 

24 
  

25   
  

26 27 28 29 30 31 
 

  

       

Every Sunday: 

 9:00 am Prayer Meeting in Pastor’s Office 

 9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship Service 



 

 

Volunteers August 5 August 12 August 19 August 26 

Sunday School 
Greeters 

David & Faye Grant 
Bill Shepherd & 

Virginia Shepherd 
John & Melody Dooley 

Garrett Patterson   
Vicki Martin 

Ushers  
& 

Greeters 

Bill Weir, George Lawhorn, David Grant, 
Betty Jones, Jason Davison,  

Jimmy Overstreet, Mike Martin &  
Bill Shepherd 

Ron McCormick, Carl Saunders,  
John Dooley, Garrett Patterson,   
Bill Shepherd, Chuck Wheeler,  
Jimmy Cundiff & June Cundiff 

George Lawhorn, Bill Weir, Ron McCormick, 
June Cundiff, Scott Smith, David Grant, 

Norris Fulton & Jason Davison 

Jimmy Cundiff, David Turner,  
Betty Jones, Mike Martin, Norris Fulton, 

John Dooley, Wesley Overstreet &  
Scott Smith 

Van Drivers Bill Shepherd Bill Shepherd John Dooley  John Dooley 

Clean Road 
Workers 

Barbara Catron Joyce Zdenek Wayne Lawhorn Garrett Patterson 

Offertory Prayer Bill Shepherd Sandy McCormick Ron McCormick Martha Overstreet 

Parking 
Greeters 

Garrett Patterson &  
Mike Martin 

John Dooley Tony Fisher & Jimmy Overstreet 
Garrett Patterson &  

Mike Martin 

Worship Time 
Greeters 

David Turner Vicki Martin Garrett Patterson Jimmy Overstreet 

     



 

 

 

Children and Youth Sunday School 

Jason & Alicia Davison Judy Powell & Need Helper Jason & Alicia Davison Judy Powell & Need Helper   

Heather Price & Connie Morton Heather Price & Connie Morton Heather Price & Connie Morton Heather Price & Connie Morton   

Becki Robertson & Joyce Zdenek, or 
Sandy McCormick & Cindy Meredith 

(swap monthly) 

Becki Robertson & Joyce Zdenek, or 
Sandy McCormick & Cindy Meredith 

(swap monthly) 

Becki Robertson & Joyce Zdenek, or 
Sandy McCormick & Cindy Meredith 

(swap monthly) 

Becki Robertson & Joyce Zdenek, 
or Sandy McCormick & Cindy 

Meredith (swap monthly) 
  

Dina Krantz, Margaret Sperrazza & 
Robbie Catron  

Dina Krantz, Margaret Sperrazza & 
Robbie Catron  

Dina Krantz, Margaret Sperrazza & 
Robbie Catron  

Dina Krantz, Margaret Sperrazza 
& Robbie Catron  

  

Kevin Focht & Need 2 Helpers 

Children's Church 

Melody Dooley & Delaney Smith, or 
Jordan Overstreet & Zana Smith 

(swap monthly) 
Jenny Krantz & Need Helper Kim Tolley & Janet Linger Pam Sheppard & Need Helper   

Brandy & Tommy Botteicher Jeri & Bob Plott 
Becki Robertson &  

Joyce Zdenek 
Jason & Alicia Davison   

Traci Jefferson & Need Helper Sue Saunders & Becky Lugar 
Margaret Sperrazza &  

Robbie Catron 
Dina Krantz & Need Helper   

                                       Wednesday Evening Service 

Traci Jefferson & Need 2 Helpers 
Becki Robertson &  

Joyce Zdenek 
Barry & Sue Saunders Dina Krantz & Sandy McCormick  

Children of the 

World 

Kevin Focht & Need 2 Helpers 
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 Jane Atkins 

Runk & Pratt Nursing Home  

208 Gristmill Drive in Forest 

434-385-0297 

 
 

 Jean Holland 

1395 Union Church Road in Thaxton 

586-1460 

 

 
 Betty Jo Turpin 

c/o Gwen Melton  

132 Churchill Dr., Lynchburg 24502 

 

 
 Ouida Witt 

Bedford County Nursing Home 

Room 202A 

1229 County Farm Road, Bedford 

586-7658 

 


