What is a Church?
The answer to this question will define what we do, how we
do it, what we prioritize, what we do not do, how we
organize, how we spend money, and so many other
aspects of our church. This question is foundational for us
to answer if we are going to be united as a church and
head in the same direction. This question will bring into
focus the very meaning of our existence as a group of
people.
We all have our own ideas and expectations of what a
church is based on experience and need. All of those have
us pulling or pushing the church in different directions and
will lead to us or others getting hurt when we inevitably
push the church right over another member to get our idea
based on our expectation or need.
James the brother of Jesus says it this way, What causes
quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this,
that your passions are at war within you? A passion is a
desire or need that controls us and allows us to harm
ourselves or others to meet that need or desire. In any
group of people numbering more than 1 (thus a group) it
does not take much time to see this work out where one
harms another. (just check any marriage)
Our constitution describes the mission of Thaxton Baptist
Church this way:
Our Mission is to be a God-centered, Bible-directed,
people-focused, caring and loving body of baptized
believers in Jesus Christ. We are led by the Holy Spirit
in worshiping, serving, sharing Christ, teaching the
Bible and equipping believers to carry out the Great
commission in our community and throughout the
world.
So, I return to the question, What is a Church? I offer this
simple definition: A church is a group of baptized people
dedicated to love God through obedience to the
commands of Jesus Christ and the direction of the
Holy Spirit.

If you feel that you don’t need discipleship then you must
already be making disciples and helping others become
like Jesus. If not I invite you to seek out discipleship from a
leader in the church who God has given you for this
purpose. If you refuse to get equipped by the leaders God
gave you, don’t think that He will hold you blameless for
not being able to make disciples.
Jesus told us the greatest commandment is to “Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind.” and the second is to “Love your
neighbor as yourself.” Or love your neighbor as part of
yourself.
To help us obey this commandment Jesus gave us the
church as an organization whose whole purpose is to help
people do both of these. He placed us in a body of
believers where we consider other members as part of
ourselves and we as part of everyone else, so that we
would love others as part of ourselves. The collective goal
of the many is to Love God as Jesus Loves God.
Paul writes the church a letter and says that God gave you
all leaders (apostles, prophets, evangelists, the shepherds
and teachers) to equip believers for the work of
ministry, so you will build up the body of Christ, so
that all will reach the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God. When we build up the
body all will mature to be like Christ. When each part is
working properly, it makes the body grow so that it builds
itself up in love. (Eph 4:11-16) All of this can be summed
up with one word: discipleship. The goal of all believers
should be to make copies of Jesus and Jesus gave you
leaders to equip you to make disciples.
We begin our obedience through baptism, then we submit
to discipleship (equipping) so that we can be part of the
body and build up others to be like Christ and obey His
commandments. I will be sharing the Great Commission in
a couple of sermons this month to unite us on the meaning
of each part of it.

I leave you with this simple illustration of the church. You
and I are the gray dots and Jesus is the black cross in the
center. The church is a group of people all headed to
become more like Christ by obeying His commandments
and listening to the Holy Spirit. We all should be helping
each other, and others do the same. We wave and call out
to each other across our differences of experience, our
different needs and opinions. We lock arms and we say to
each other “He’s over here! Come let’s go together to
follow Jesus and be like Him.”

Shannon is the devoted follower of Christ that works through Faith English Ministries. She and her family live
in an undisclosed Asian country, known for mistreating Christians. They started reaching out to their neighbors
through English tutoring, secret meetings, and neighborhood outreaches. She has formed an amazing
relationship with Megan Bean, who also works through Faith English Ministries, and will be coming to visit and
stay with the Bean’s this August. Please join us in welcoming Shannon and her son David into our
community. This is a wonderful opportunity for us to know, grow and fellowship with Christians from other cultures.
Below is a brief testimony by Shannon.

My name is Shannon. I'm the wife of a teaching elder of our little family church. We have a thirteen-year-old son, David. I wrote an article named "Little
Neighbors, Little Things" as my testimony for these 13 years during which I developed "Little Neighbors Community Service" and how sister Megan and I
worked together to form FEM. At the end of the article, my hope was my life could be like the Psalmist said in Psalms: “That person is like a tree planted by
streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither— whatever they do prospers.” (Psalms 1:3 NIV) However, China now is not a
place with streams of water but a desert, especially after Covid. I am worried that my life will get weary and my son's life will not be well nurtured. We want
to go to the U.S. to be strengthened. Plus, I know I can do many things for FEM while keeping English reading volunteer program online with Chinese kids and
families. I can share my story and China's spiritual need to churches in the U.S. by traveling together with sister Megan or working online (emails, phones,
wechat, etc). I can help let American people know the whole picture of God’s plan that "all nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts
have been revealed.” (Rev. 15:1) I'm skilled at communications and I like associating with people. With a deep love and understanding of both Chinese
culture and American culture, I can do things as bridges to connect both sides. I can give free Chinese lessons for local families (kids) or China culture
seminars as a way to serve local communities. There might be many other things that I can do. I know this is a land that can recognize and accept a humble,
thanksgiving and diligent heart. I want to serve people on this land with all of my heart and my soul. Thank you!

7: Cliff Overstreet & Jay Faucher
14: Bill & Virginia Shepherd
21: Alan & Krystal Hullette
28: Traci Jefferson

4: Becki Robertson & Joyce Zdenek
11: E.L. & Karen McGuire
18: Cliff Overstreet & Jay Faucher
25: Bill & Virginia Shepherd

All men are invited to a prayer breakfast on the
2: Alan & Krystal Hullette
9: Traci Jefferson
16: Becki Robertson & Joyce Zdenek
23: E.L. & Karen McGuire
30: Cliff Overstreet & Jay Faucher

first Sunday of every month in the TBC Café.
It’s a free, hot breakfast with fellowship and prayer
leading up to Sunday School.

Offerings $17,202.28
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Catron
11: Bobbi
Davenport
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Kasey Carr
18: Ann Priddy
19: Steve Grant
22: Cayla Crouch
23: Marion Trent
24: Kara
Botteicher
31: Gail Wilcher
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GriefShare
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2: Richard &
Janet Linger
6: Charles &
Joyce Roaten
14: Clifton "Buck"
and Minerva T.
Krantz (1971)
29: Randy & Dina
Krantz

10:30 am
Promotion
Sunday
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4:00 pm
Sunday School Picnic
@ the Thaxton
Community Center

Beginning in August, Prayer Meeting in Conference Room
(next to Pastor’s Office):
1st Sunday All Men (after Prayer Breakfast) - 8:45 - 9:15 am

6:30-8:00pm
GriefShare

2nd Sunday Women Leaders & Teachers - 8:30 - 9:15 am
3rd Sunday Male Spiritual Leaders - 8:00 - 9:15 am
4th Sunday All Women - 8:45 - 9:15 am

Nursery—9:15 AM
1st Sunday

2nd Sunday

3rd & 5th Sunday

4th Sunday

Volunteer 1

Betty Jones

Kristin Waskey

Donnia Woods

Debbie Carrico

Volunteer 2

Debbie Squitieri

Kate Waskey

Joyce Zdenek

Linda Frost

Nursery—10:15 AM
1st Sunday

2nd Sunday

3rd & 5th Sunday

4th Sunday

Volunteer 1

Melody Dooley

Kim Tolley

Janet Linger

Debbie Carrico

Volunteer 2

Jordan Overstreet

Dana Grant

Jacqueline Sperrazza

Linda Frost

3's & 4's Children's Church—10:15 AM
1st Sunday

2nd Sunday

3rd & 5th Sunday

4th Sunday

Volunteer 1

Donnia Woods & Joyce Zdenek

Jacqueline Sperrazza

Becki Robertson

Finn Strickler

Volunteer 2

Matthew Bean

Kat Strickler

Barbara Bauer

Volunteer needed

Thaxton Baptist Church

Thaxton
BaptistMill
Church
1067 Penicks
Road
P.O.
Box 32VA 24174
Thaxton,
1067
Penicks Mill Road
tinawainscott@thaxtonbaptist.org
Thaxton, VA 24174
tbcsecretary@verizon.net

Monthly meeting on Saturday,
August 13, 9-11 am
All women are welcome. We will be discussing
things we will be doing for the rest of the year.

Julie Manck
1674 Cobbs Mountain Road
Bedford, VA 24523
540-816-0842

Faye Grant
2037 Penicks Mill Road
Bedford, VA 24523
586-0446

The ladies are planning a fall retreat
October 6-9
To Lancaster County, PA
Space is Limited so reserve your spot soon
with a $200 deposit
All checks should be made out to
Megan Bean.

Phyllis Truxell
Bedford County Nursing Home
1229 County Farm Road, Room 119A
Bedford, VA 24523

Gloria Sloss
1237 Meadow Spring Road
Bedford, VA 24523
586-1757

Betty Jo Turpin
833 Minors Branch Road
Monroe, VA 24574

