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Introduction to the Devotions—Sunday #1 
 

Matthew 6:21 says, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also.”  Knowing clearly that Christ is both the Savior of your soul and the 

Lord of your life gives you confidence and peace as you live and serve Him. In 

the next two weeks you will receive more messages about serving God 

through worship and personal devotions, and the importance of producing and 

the grace of giving. 
 

The truth that Jesus is the Savior of your soul is always the beginning point. 

God sent his only son to live on this planet for a short 33 years about 2,000 

years ago. His name was Jesus, who was born in Bethlehem of the Virgin 

Mary, moved to Egypt, returned with his parents later to a Galilean town call 

Nazareth where he worked as a carpenter. At age 30, he underwent a “Radical 

Stewardship Makeover.” He left the comfort of home and work and began his 

ministry that God designed to change the world. This ministry included 

trusting God without question, struggling with Satan, performing miracles for 

many people, and teaching his disciples. Three years later this ministry 

abruptly closed as he hung on a cross like a despised criminal and died. The 

Bible states that all people’s sin hung on the cross and died with him.  Three 

days later he rose from the dead. This resurrection proved his triumph over sin, 

death, and the devil. After forty days of teaching, he ascended into heaven to 

sit at the right hand of the Father. 
 

You might not usually think about a series of messages during the week. 

However, for the next two weeks—a total of fifteen days—you are invited to 

give serious thought through this series on “Radical Stewardship Makeover” 

and its importance for changing your life. Keep in mind that a radical 

stewardship makeover can only happen in YOUR life under the power and 

guidance of the Holy Spirit. Just like in other makeover programs, the power 

of change comes from the outside. This “Radical Stewardship Makeover” 

comes about as the Holy Spirit works through the Word and the Sacraments. 

In regular worship services you receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion 

and celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism.  Through the study of the Bible the 

Holy Spirit speaks through God’s Word to work at transforming your life.  
 

This devotional booklet is to help you study God’s Word about stewardship 

with the goal of helping you to experience a radical stewardship makeover in 

your faith life. This change should lead to action. The topics are of the 

devotions are: enthusiasm, proving your love, a reason for pride, eagerness to 

help, being ready, a generous rather than a grudging gift, sowing generously, 

making decisions of the heart, being a cheerful giver, the harvest of 

righteousness, being rich in every way, and giving thanksgiving to God. 
 

May God richly bless these Fifteen Days of Radical Stewardship Makeover! 



  

Week #1—Monday—Devotion 

Fifteen Days for a Radical Stewardship Makeover 

“Earnestness” 
 

Read: 2 Corinthians 8:16-17 
 

What excites you? A financial auditor tells the story of a man with an income 

under $5,000 who claimed he gave $624 to his church. “Sure, he was within 

the 20 percent limit,” the agent said, “but it looked mighty suspicious to me. 

So I dropped in on the guy and asked him about his return. I thought he would 

become nervous like most of them do, but not this guy.”  
 

“Have you a receipt from the church?” I asked, figuring that would make him 

squirm. “Sure,” he replied, I always drop them in the drawer.” And off he went 

to get his checks and receipts.  Well, he had me. One look and I knew he was 

on the level. I apologized for bothering him, explaining that I have to check on 

deductions that seem unusually high. As I was leaving he invited me to attend 

his church. “Thanks, I belong to a church myself.” “Excuse me,” he replied, 

“that possibility never occurred to me.” As I drove home, I kept wondering 

what he meant by that last remark. It wasn’t until Sunday morning when I put 

my usual dollar in the offering plate that it came to me. 
 

Giving to the Lord is exciting! And enthusiastic giving draws people to you, to 

your church, and to the Lord. In 2 Corinthians 8:16-17, Titus was very excited 

about coming to the Corinthians. The order of earnestness and enthusiasm is 

important. First God placed the earnestness to go to the Corinthians in his 

heart, then Paul and those with him encouraged Titus to go to the Corinthians 

to collect their offerings and he responded to their appeal welcoming it, and 

then the Holy Spirit placed in him a “greater earnestness” to be with the 

Corinthians. This “greater earnestness,” is enthusiasm in combination with 

intense focus. Titus HAD to go and be with the Corinthians—everything in his 

life, especially God and including himself, pushed him that way. 
 

When you give with earnestness to the Lord’s work, you proclaim Jesus not 

just the Savior of your soul, but the Lord of your life. You reap the benefits of 

what you do in witness. Whether people know how much you give is not as 

important as that attitude of earnestness. Others will see it and respond; this is 

a great way to witness your faith! 
 

Prayer: Lord God, bless me as I evaluate the attitude that I have toward 

giving to you. Help me to be filled with focused enthusiasm so that my giving 

will be a witness of my love toward you. In Jesus, who loved me first and was 

filled with earnestness, I pray, Amen. 

 

 

 



  

Week #1—Tuesday—Devotion 

Fifteen Days toward a Radical Stewardship Makeover 

“Proving your love” 
 

Read: 2 Corinthians 8:22 
 

At a church meeting, a very wealthy man rose to tell the rest of those present 

about his Christian faith. “I’m a millionaire,” he said, “and I attribute it all to 

the rich blessings of God in my life. I remember that turning point in my faith. 

I had just earned my first dollar, and I went to a church meeting that night. The 

speaker was a missionary who told about his work. I knew that I only had a 

dollar bill and had to either give it all to God’s work or nothing at all. So at 

that moment I decided to give my whole dollar to God. I believe that God 

blessed that decision, and that is why I am a rich man today.” He finished and 

there was an awed silence at his testimony as he moved toward his seat. As he 

sat down, a little old lady sitting in the same pew leaned over and said to him, 

“I dare you to do it again.”  
 

Paul is sending a third brother to go to Corinth. He already was sending Titus 

and the brother who was praised in all the churches for his service to the 

Gospel (v.18). Now he is adding another brother who is very special because 

of his activity for the church and who had great confidence in the Corinthian 

people. The Corinthian people were considered special in their collection of 

their donation. The big question that the Corinthian Christians faced was 

whether they would be eager to justify this brother’s confidence in them. 
 

Some people make a pledge or commitment to God each year concerning the 

need to support the preaching of the Gospel. As a church, you join with your 

fellow church members in giving support to the mission of the church locally, 

the nation, and the world. One senior tells the story of beginning to work for 

Ford 60+ years ago. Based on his salary, he made a pledge to give a 

percentage of his income to God’s work. As the year progressed, he realized 

that he would not meet this pledge. After prayer and consideration, he went to 

his local bank to talk with the banker. He explained his pledge and asked for a 

loan. After a moment, the banker looked hard at him, and then granted him the 

loan! He paid his pledge. The next year he paid off his loan and then increased 

his pledge to the Lord’s work. He justified the confidence placed in him. 
 

Consider what you are doing and whether you inspire confidence in other 

people by the commitment you make and the way you fulfill your 

commitment. May God guide you in your consideration of your commitment 

this year and the next! 
 

Prayer: Lord God, thank you for showing me that people have confidence in 

Christian giving. May I, by the power of the Holy Spirit, always be 

trustworthy in the commitment I make. In Jesus, whose promise of salvation 

was fulfilled for me, I pray, Amen.  



  

 

Week #1—Wednesday—Devotion 

Fifteen Days toward a Radical Stewardship Makeover 

“A reason for pride”        
 

Read: 2 Corinthians 9:2 
 

Preparation can lead to a God-pleasing pride. There was a knock on the door 

of the hut occupied by a missionary in Africa. Answering, the missionary 

found one of the native boys holding a large fish in his hands. The boy said, 

“Reverend, you taught us what tithing is, so here—I’ve brought you my tithe.” 

As the missionary gratefully took the fish, he questioned the young lad. “If this 

is your tithe, where are the other nine fish?” At this, the boy beamed and said, 

“Oh, they’re still back in the river. I’m going to catch them now.” 
 

The boy in this story had been prepared by the missionary to trust God. 

Therefore he put his tithe first, and would worry about the rest of his needs 

later. Paul had previously prepared both the Achaians and the Macedonians to 

be willing to give to the needs of the church in Jerusalem. The churches were 

moving along in their growth of giving. Preparation leads to the planning, and 

planning carried out leads to pride. 
 

Paul’s pride in the Corinthian church’s growth in giving affected others, 

especially the Macedonians, when the Macedonians heard about the 

Corinthian church’s work. (Note that the amount is not given, rather, an 

attitude such as “zeal” is listed as much more important.) The amount is really 

not important, but the attitude of the heart in response to faith is much more 

important. The Corinthian pride came from being included in Paul’s drive to 

raise funds for the Jerusalem church. The Corinthian people were part of a 

movement to make a difference in the strength of the church through their 

gifts. This inclusion gave them pride. Their pride rested neither in themselves 

nor in how much money they collected, rather, they understood the larger 

picture and that they had a place in that picture.  
 

When you think about the church, do you feel as if you are a part of the 

picture? You can be a participant in helping churches locally, in a wider sense, 

and in the world. Your willingness to commit to work for other ministries 

means that you are growing in vision and mission, and you are important as 

God has chosen this means as the way he will be successful! 
 

Prayer: Lord God, be with me as I consider the reason for my pride. May the 

preparation you work in me lead to planning. In carrying out the plan, help me 

understand my place in the church at large and be a willing participant in 

supporting it. May I have pride in what WE can accomplish. Bless my 

planning and commitment. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.  

 

 



  

 

Week #1—Thursday—Devotion 

Fifteen Days toward a Radical Stewardship Makeover 

“Being ready” 
 

Read: 2 Corinthians 9:4-5  
 

One Sunday morning a pastor encouraged his congregation to consider the 

potential of their church. He told them, “With God’s help we can see the day 

when this church will go from crawling to walking.” The people responded, 

“Let the church walk, Pastor. Let the church walk.” He continued, “And when 

the church begins to walk, next the church can begin to run.” And the people 

shouted, “Let the church run, Pastor. Let the church run!” The pastor 

continued, “And finally the church can move from running to flying. The 

church can fly! But, of course, that’s going to take lots of money for that to 

happen.” The congregation grew quiet and from the back someone mumbled, 

“Let the church crawl, Pastor. Let the church crawl.” The congregation noted 

above was not ready for the challenge. While what they said and shouted 

indicated that they wanted to accept the challenge, they were not ready to 

invest themselves in the process. They thought about all the money they would 

have to give to have the church walk, and then run, then fly, and this challenge 

overwhelmed them. They preferred to continue crawling. 
 

Cheerleaders encourage enthusiasm. Titus and the two brothers were to 

function as cheerleaders for the Corinthian people, encouraging them to fulfill 

the promises made when Paul received their promise a year before. Paul’s 

preparation of the Corinthian people was thorough and effective. Disturbances 

interfered with the preparation of the Corinthian gift. Verse 4 indicates that 

Paul did not want the church or the Corinthians to be ashamed that they had 

not completed the project. Thus he chose to send the three cheerleaders to 

encourage them to reach their goal. 
 

How easily one can become out of step with goals! Problems of life interfere, 

some caused by Satan and his demons, and these become obstacles to meeting 

goals and objectives. Working with those who have experienced success, and 

searching for the means to overcome, results in building bridges that 

demonstrate success. All of this is the work of the Holy Spirit in the church. 

Having guides to bring people back on course for meeting goals means that the 

goals are reachable. As you consider your life, are you on track with meeting 

the goals God has given to you? If you need cheerleaders, God has provided 

them for you in your church. 
 

Prayer: Lord God, thank you for those who function as cheerleaders. When 

we make commitments of any kind, may we be sure that we will reach them. 

When barriers interfere, help us by sending us those people who can guide us 

and encourage us to build bridges to success. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

 



  

Week #1—Friday—Devotion 

Fifteen Days toward a Radical Stewardship Makeover 

“A generous rather than a grudging gift” 
 

Read: 2 Corinthians 9:5 
 

So much of life is in preparation for the next step God has determined for his 

people. A person’s wild spending at one time, like that of the prodigal son, 

could lead to his being without money, recognizing his situation, repentance, 

and a new humility about what God has given to him. As you give gifts, if they 

are not given with a grudging attitude, they can become generous rather than 

grudging gifts. 

 

Paul wanted the Corinthians to experience success in Christian living by 

having the financial gift ready when the collectors came. However, time was 

wasting away. They had made a commitment the year before, but they were 

some distance from fulfilling it. If the gift would be ready in advance with the 

commitment met, then the people could enjoy it as a blessing. The Corinthians 

would give the financial gift to the Jerusalem Christians as a blessing for their 

fellow saints. The gift would be like a benediction spoken from one Christian 

church to another!  

 

Interfering with this blessing apparently was the desire to have more and more 

for themselves. If they reached their goal at the last minute, or if they were 

unable to gather the gift they had committed to, then Paul was certain they 

would experience giving the gift as one “grudgingly given.” They would not 

celebrate the gift. The real issue was selfishness, which is, wanting something 

now for oneself rather than caring for the needs and concerns of others in the 

near future. Paul had told them before in 1 Corinthians 16:2 that “there may be 

no gatherings when I come.” Everything was to be complete and ready.  

 

Too often self comes first and then later the work for the kingdom of God. The 

attitude Paul wanted to inspire in the Corinthians the Holy Spirit wants to 

inspire in you, that is, give now so that you can have completed your 

commitments ahead of time. Then you can sense the blessings that go with 

fulfilling that commitment rather experiencing a grudging attitude. Peace of 

mind replaces grumbling and unhappiness. God desires you to experience joy 

in your life; what you do now in anticipation of the future will make the 

difference. 

 

Prayer: Lord God, I do not always work your plan as you would want me to 

live it. Sometimes I let self be much more important than your plans for me, 

and then when I respond I do so with grumbling rather than gratefulness. Help 

me to work for you each day in the way that you want me to serve. In Jesus’ 

name I pray, Amen. 



  

Week #1—Saturday—Devotion 

Fifteen Days toward a Radical Stewardship Makeover 

“The Law of the Tithe” 
 

Read: Deuteronomy 14: 27-29  
 

How important is it to take care of your church workers? A large portion of 

what you give—as high as 80%--can go to covering the expenses of your 

workers. Are your workers THAT important?  Consider what a church would 

be like without workers. The work would have to be done by volunteers.  
 

Without a pastor, elders or others would have to preach, teach, administer the 

sacraments, and counsel in the forgiving and retaining of sins. Wait a minute! 

While some might be able to prepare a sermon, would it have good Law and 

Gospel definition? Would it be effective in reaching people with a message 

that would touch their hearts and lives? Perhaps, but preaching weekly would 

quickly wear thin. Teaching requires preparation. Again, much time goes into 

preparing a Bible study if it is going to be effective. Biblical counseling takes 

years of training and experience learning about listening and responding 

appropriately. If you are not trained, you can only give your opinion—and you 

could make horrible mistakes that would ruin lives through poor counseling. 
 

A church without a secretary requires volunteers to answer the phone, put 

together bulletins and newsletters, and take care of day-to-day activities. Who 

is there each day to open the doors and greet people?  What if there was no 

sounds system, no organ or piano, no music to lead the people. Some have said 

that music conveys up to 40% of the message and feeling about the point of 

the day’s worship.  A church building without a custodian becomes dirty. 

Again, people might volunteer, and some might do a great job, but others 

might not and this can cause conflict in a church. 
 

When you support your church, you support your staff. More importantly, you 

are simply doing what God directs. He encourages you to give 10% of your 

income to him and when you do so, the ministry of the church with paid staff 

continues without people having to think about it or volunteer to do what 

workers do. Instead, volunteers can serve the Lord elsewhere with their time 

and talent. 
 

Prayer: Lord God, thank you for touching the hearts of people so that they 

want to step forward and serve you and congregations in your kingdom as 

church workers. May I be one who not only encourages them but supports 

them in a way that pleases you. In the name of Jesus I pray, Amen. 

 

 

 

 



  

Week #2—Monday—Devotion 

Fifteen Days toward a Radical Stewardship Makeover 

“Sowing generously” 
 

Read: 2 Corinthians 9:6 
 

A man took a trip to another country. There he visited a farmer who worked 

2,500 acres. The man asked the farmer how he planted the seed. The farmer 

reached into a bin and pulled out an ear of corn. He proceeded to pop out the 

kernels one by one as he walked along, demonstrating the planting process. 

Was that all? No. Using the same principle, the farmer then showed the man a 

30 foot wide distributor and said, “We take that double tandem truck, fill it 

with certified seed, back it up to the distributor, open the slots, and pour in the 

seed.” He then went on and said, “If you’re ever going to be cheap, don’t be 

cheap with the seed.”  
 

Paul wanted the Corinthians to recognize the blessings that come with giving 

generously. As one commentator stated, “If every Christian giver knew what a 

shower of blessings he starts through his giving, he would be like the 

Macedonians [referred to in 8:4], begging to let him give.” Are you yet at the 

point of wanting to beg to give?  Perhaps not, but keep in mind that Christian 

giving is always sowing. In a sense, all Christians are like farmers, in the great 

business of sowing and reaping. At first sowing looks like throwing the seeds 

away, for one asks how such seeds can make such a difference in such a vast 

field. But Christian giving is always tied to harvesting. Giving is not just for 

the self, rather, God has designed a system for sowing and reaping. God has 

given believers the opportunity for good works and for giving. This sowing 

results in the blessing of the harvest.  
 

All that you have in your heart and your hands is from God in Christ Jesus. 

The seed is Christ himself, and when he is scattered and sown, oh, how he 

multiplies in the lives of many people! The blessings come in return so that 

that those who sow will not be poor but rich in these blessings. If God is to 

give much, then you are to want much. God will not pour 1,000 bushels of 

blessings into a receptacle designated for holding one. If you do not want the 

blessings, you destroy the generous arrangement God has designed for you so 

that you can receive rich harvests. Everything focuses in on the Triune God 

and not on what a person can get out of it or merit for work righteousness. God 

makes the seed, soil, sunshine, growth, ripening, and even the brain and the 

hand to place the seed in the soil and to bring the increase home. 
 

Prayer: Lord God, give me a proper perspective on sowing the name of Christ 

and the salvation of love that he has earned. May I give, or sow, not with the 

intent of getting some merit in return, but only because this is pleasing to you. 

May your seed sprout, grow, and produce so much that I can only honor and 

praise you for all the blessings you bestow in return. In the name of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ I pray, Amen. 



  

Week #2—Tuesday—Devotion 

Fifteen Days toward a Radical Stewardship Makeover 

“Making decisions of the heart” 
 

Read: 2 Corinthians 9:7  
 

After a pastor made an appeal in a church, a woman came to him and handed 

him a check for $50, asking at the same time if her gift was satisfactory. The 

pastor immediately responded, “If it represents you.” After a moment of soul-

searching, the woman asked for the check back. She returned a couple days 

later and handed the pastor a check for $5,000. She asked, “Is my gift 

satisfactory?” He responded, “If it represents you.” As before, after a few 

moments of hesitation the woman asked for her check back and left. Later in 

the week she came again with a check, this time for $50,000. This time she 

said, “After earnest, prayerful thought I have come to the conclusion that this 

gift does represent me, and I am happy to give it.”  
 

How much of the time, talent, and treasure that you give to God truly 

represents you and the relationship that you have with God in Christ Jesus? 

Some would say that the tithe, that is 10% of your income, is the minimum 

that pleases God. This was the Old Testament position. But to make this a rule 

is to make the tithe a law. You do not have to like a law; you simply have to 

live with it. Paul, however, stresses relationship. If you give with a sense of 

grief, for example, then you will be sorry for letting anything pass out of your 

hands. If you give from compulsion, then you are being forced to give and this 

takes away the freedom of choice.  
 

The feeling Paul emphasizes here is one of happiness of giving. Tied to this 

feeling of happiness is the desire, when God so provides, of giving more.  

Read Acts 2:44-45. 

That is why the question of tithing from gross or net income is inappropriate; 

this question tries to turn the opportunity for joy in giving into grief giving or 

giving under compulsion. Pure Gospel motivation builds upon the idea that 

gifts for the harvest yield real spiritual blessings in return. While the tithe can 

be a guideline, it should not be a law. Neither Jesus nor the apostles in any 

way enforced the Old Testament teaching of the tithe. 
 

God loves the cheerful giver. Cheerful here indicates someone who not just 

smiles when he or she gives, but is hilarious, lighthearted, joyous, and happy 

about giving! This person neither figures nor calculates, just celebrates giving. 
 

Prayer: Lord God, as you gave everything in the person of your son Jesus to 

take away my sins, and in his resurrection you have blessed me with an 

ongoing deepening relationship with him, so touch my heart so that I will be a 

cheerful giver. Keep me from counting or calculating, and instead may my joy 

be in giving to you. In the Savior’s name, Jesus, I pray, Amen. 



  

Week #2—Wednesday—Devotion 

Fifteen Days toward a Radical Stewardship Makeover 

“Being a cheerful giver” 
 

Read: 2 Corinthians 9:7 
 

 A story is told about a church in Thailand where all 400 members tithe 

and then give more. They receive a weekly wage of 40 stangs (less than 

20 cents) and their rice. Yet each member gives 4 stangs and more.  As 

a result, they can pay their own pastor and have sent 2 missionary 

families to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ into a community 

elsewhere which is cut off from the outside world. They specialize in 

helping those in unfortunate circumstances. This congregation is 

unique; for all the members are lepers! 

 

Because God loves first, a giver has the potential of becoming a 

cheerful giver. In fact, John 3:16 states, “For God so loved the world, 

that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life.” The word used in this text to describe 

“cheerful” goes beyond just a smile; it refers to hilarity. The hilarious 

giver experiences a lighthearted, joyous, and happy time. God’s love 

stimulates the desire to have this wonderful experience. Each time a 

cheerful giver gives, this is a moment for more than a smile, and while 

each person has serious moments, giving the offering could be a time of 

uproarious celebration. Even a smile at the time of the offering can 

bring a sense of this hilarity in Christ into one’s life. 

 

Prayer: Lord God, work on my heart so that I can smile and celebrate 

giving to you. May my life be filled with the pleasures of your blessing 

and love. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Week #2—Thursday—Devotion 

Fifteen Days toward a Radical Stewardship Makeover 

“The harvest of righteousness” 
 

Read: 2 Corinthians 9:10 
 

God supplies everything that you have in life. The story is told of a parishioner 

who accepted the responsibility of being the financial treasurer of his church. 

The man agreed on two conditions: no report would be due for a year, and no 

one would ask questions during the year. At the end of the year he made his 

report. He had paid off the church debt of $200,000, the redecorating the 

church; he had sent money to missions; and still had $5000 in the bank.  “How 

did you do all this?” asked the pastor, as shocked as the congregation. Quietly 

he answered. “As you know, I run the local grain elevator. I asked the farmers 

who were members of the church if I had their permission to use some of their 

profit for the church. They granted it. I set the profit that I used at 10% of the 

gross. I gave it to the church and they never missed it. God supplied all that 

they and the church needed.” 

 

Paul wanted the Corinthians to recognize that they had their possessions 

because God had given them. Thus he wrote that God provided seed to the 

sower and bread to the eater.  

 

Paul considered the planting of seed and harvesting of wheat for the bread as a 

process, that is, not just seed to be sowed but as seed that was already sowed 

and sprouting; and bread, not just wheat, but something ready to be eaten. The 

Corinthian people were giving, and Paul wanted to remind them that God 

would take care of them while they were giving. The return for their 

generosity in the gathering of their money for the people of Jerusalem would 

be their harvest of righteousness. The barrier to the harvest of righteousness is 

the unwillingness to be a cheerful giver. Just as the farmer delights in watching 

his crops in his fields grow to maturity, so the cheerful giver delights in 

watching congregational giving accumulate toward the goals that God has 

established for the congregation. Sowing more means harvesting more. As 

givers increase their giving, they can be sure that the harvest of righteousness 

increases their closeness with God in Christ Jesus. Jesus gave everything for 

the harvest of all souls, and Jesus’ model then moves people to dig deeper and 

give more purely for the joy of celebrating the increased harvest. 

 

Prayer: Lord God, I thank you for everything, for it all comes from you. As I 

grow in my willingness to give, may the harvest of righteousness and joy grow 

within me. Bless me in my service to you. In Jesus’ precious name I pray, 

Amen. 

 

 



  

Week #2—Friday—Devotion 

Fifteen Days toward a Radical Stewardship Makeover 

“Being rich in every way” 
 

Read: 2 Corinthians 9:11  
 

A national survey, conducted by scientists at the Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and 

Mental Health Association, found that over half of Americans feel at least 

moderate stress in their lives. The higher paid and educated workers 

experienced more persistent levels of stress. Those with greater incomes 

experienced more loss of sleep, missed meals, higher use of alcohol, and less 

exercise. Women suffer stress at a higher level then men. Seeking and 

gathering wealth can become a vicious deity inflicting high penalties. 

However, the truth is that God supplies EVERYTHING. God clothed Adam 

and Eve with skins and sacrificed animals for their sins. God has always and 

will always be faithful in providing for your needs one way or another, asking 

only that people love and trust him. 

 

As the Corinthian people were constantly being enriched in everything 

including righteousness because of God’s generosity, they were enjoying the 

fruit from the field of giving coming to maturity. The goal was so close they 

could almost touch it. They were so excited that they did not care how much 

they thought it might hurt them; they wanted their goal of their crop to come in 

and be finished. They were experiencing riches in the way God was unfolding 

everything seamlessly for them. The goal was not exclusively financial, rather, 

Paul indicates that the goal was to give God as much thanksgiving as possible. 

This giving of thanks was not by one, but by as many as they could gather to 

participate in raising the money for Jerusalem. The more involved in giving 

thanks to God through this thank-offering, the greater the gift would become. 

 

Since God gives you everything, who are you to not want to give thanks to 

him? He is so awesome, so unselfish, so caring to make sure that you are rich 

in every way. No matter what is going on in your life, God is working hard to 

give your more and more spiritual riches. Therefore, give God thanks for all 

that he has given to you. Rejoice in what you have, and anticipate what God 

will give you in the future. In the process of this, stay single-minded, focused 

on the goal of giving thanks to God as demonstrated in your worship of God 

through your offering to him of your time, talent and treasure. 

 

Prayer: Lord God, be with me as I rejoice in everything that you have given 

to me. Help me anticipate the harvest you have in mind. May I celebrate with 

my offerings, and encourage others to join with me in celebration. In Jesus’ 

wonderful name I pray, Amen. 

 

 



  

Week #2—Saturday—Devotion 

Fifteen Days toward a Radical Stewardship Makeover 

“Praising God for Obedience and Generosity” 
 

Read: 2 Corinthians 9:13 
 

Lawrence L. Durgin wrote, “Christian stewardship is the matching of gift for 

matchless gift: our life and its whole substance for the gift of perfect love. And 

though God’s Son and His precious death are matchless—in the strange 

economy of God our gift returned is made sufficient. My all for His all. 

Stewardship is your commitment: the asking of God to take you back unto 

Himself—all that you have and all that you are.”  
 

Your giving is an element of your witness. “If you cannot speak like angels, if 

you cannot preach like Paul,” so the hymn Hark the Voice of Jesus Crying 

goes, “you can tell the love of Jesus, you can say he died for all.” In verse 

three you find, “With your prayers and with your bounties, You can do what 

God demands, You can be like faithful Aaron, Holding up the prophet’s 

hands.”  While the author of verse three is unknown, the sentiment is clear: not 

only can you speak about Jesus with your words, but you can witness his 

power in your life through your prayers and the giving you return to him. 
 

Paul made sure the Corinthians knew that they would receive thanks for what 

they were doing. The thanks they would receive was not personal, rather, the 

thanks would be a glorification of God in a much higher way for what God has 

produced in them. God was testing the Corinthians to respond to him with the 

weight of their coins through Paul’s guidance. Then thanksgiving would be for 

two truths concerning the Corinthians. The first truth was their submissiveness 

or obedience in regard to the confession in regard to the gospel of Christ. The 

second truth for thanksgiving was their glorifying God in their single-minded 

generosity in sharing with them and others. What began as helping fellow 

Christians in Jerusalem evolved into Paul being so sure of so much that they 

could help others also! All of this thanksgiving demonstrated spiritual 

fellowship and communion between God’s people as God’s people give him 

glory. 
 

What is important right now is to begin considering what you will do 

tomorrow in worship. Will you give as you gave before, or will you give like 

the Corinthians, knowing that single-minded devotion can make a huge 

difference in the financial state of your church and its mission? Are you ready 

to change your attitude toward giving, so that you are filled with joy every 

time you give?  
 

Prayer: Lord God, your challenge is in front of me. Forgive the many times I 

have not given with the cheerfulness that you desire. Let your love in Christ 

motivate me. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 



  

Week #3—Sunday—Devotion 

Fifteen Days Toward a Radical Stewardship Makeover 

Thanks be to God! 
 

Read: 2 Corinthians 9:15  

 

As a preacher, I always like having the last word. I know you thought 

you were done with the fifteen days, but that does not happen until 

tomorrow. I have one last thought to share with you. 

 

I give thanks to God for you. You are a part of God’s gift of grace to all 

the church and its members. God has given his grace to you, riches for 

you, and blessings upon you. This gift of grace is not something you 

earn or can earn, even by your giving. This gift is not earned. To 

describe this gift is impossible; rather, this is a gift only to celebrate. 

How you celebrate it comes as the Holy Spirit works on your heart as 

you catch the vision of what joy you have as you fellowship with the 

saints and with God. This is a motivating gift for a life of stewardship, 

which is faith active in love.  

 

May God touch you deeply with anticipation in planting the seed, with 

delight in seeing the seed sprout and grow, and with satisfaction in the 

harvest. All of what you do is in him and for him. God bless you! 
 

 


