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The Reformation Celebration Block Party was held on Saturday September 9th from 4:30 to 9 pm.  The Theme was 

500 Years of Grace.  We received permits to block off part of Gilmore Avenue in front of the church from noon to 10 

pm. We therefore used parts of the street, the front lawn and the parking lot area to set up the activities.  We had a 

Welcome Tent, various carnival games, a bounce castle, face painting, balloon animals, carnival food (snow cones, 

cotton candy, popcorn), a dunk tank, a stage for Entertainment, a food service area and Stations for our Reformation 
Walk in these areas.  Inside the church we had a photo booth with a castle background in the sanctuary and three 

Escape Rooms (2 adult rooms and 1 children’s room) in the basement. We had permission to use the parking lot at 

Douglas Mennonite Church and used 2 pedicabs and various parking guards to transport visitors between locations. 

The Reformation Walk was purchased from Concordia Publishing House and consisted of 10 stations teaching about 

various aspects of the Reformation along with an activity. Each station had 1 or 2 actors dressed in costume reading 

a short speech.  The visitors had a map of the walk and our site plan. After visiting each site visitors received a sticker 

for their map. For example, at the Printer’s Shop the visitors learned that Luther was a prolific writer, he translated 

the bible, the printing press aided distribution of his writings and the meaning of Luther’s Seal. 

 Luther’s Birth Place – Dunk Tank – learned about God’s grace through Baptism 

 School House - German Lesson – learned about importance of education God’s grace vs law 

 Indulgence Sales – Frisbee Golf – learned how God’s grace is free 

 Wittenberg Café – Pretzel Making – learned the Pretzel is a symbol of prayer and humility 

 Castle Church – Plinko – learned some of the teachings debated during the Reformation 

 Wartburg Castle – Bounce House – learned about the secret protection of Luther and Bible into German 

 Fish Merchant – Fish Pond – learned about value of marriage and family 

 Luther’s House – Q & A Tables – learned about hospitality of the Luthers and family life 

 Music Class – Recorder Lessons – learned about the Reformation’s influence on music 

 Printer’s Shop – Luther Seal Crafts – learned about the impact of the printing press and free speech 

On the stage outside we had entertainment between 5 and 7 pm from two groups playing two 20 minutes sets each; 

the Praise Band and a cello/piano duet. We also held an 8-person pie eating contest.  In the basement visitors signed 

up to decode clues and unlock the pieces to a handcrafted wooden puzzle to Escape the room within 15 minutes and 

17 seconds, in the process learning more about Martin Luther and the Reformation.  “You shall know the truth, and 

the truth shall set you free.” We had a coffee station, displays of church activities, upcoming events, and our mission 

trips.  Inside the sanctuary we had a 45-minute Illusionist presentation around 7:30 pm. The evening ended with a 

20-minute fireworks display set off in Tranquility Park (permits finally being approved the day before). 

We used three forms of advertising for this event to get the message out; traditional media, mainstream media and 

social media.  Traditional Media; to the Central District, Winnipeg Lutheran Churches, 27 local churches of various 

denominations, and one hundred other organization’s emails we had obtained (letter, posters and bulletin inserts).  

Hand delivered letters (immediate neighbours re road closure and event) and over 1000 postcards into our 

community, posters at various community locations, contacted our local politicians (Jeff Browaty, Cathy Cox, Ron 

Schuler). Mainstream Media; through CHVN with 15-30 second spots and postings on local community event pages 

(Winnipeg charity events, tourism Winnipeg, Interlake Today, CTV community calendar). We are working on a follow 

up article in the Herald and will promote our Luther Movie Night on September 23rd.  Social Media; advertised on 

Facebook (Church, NK Community, Valley Gardens).  

We had an original budget of around $4000 and we think the entire event cost about that.  We received a grant of 

$1500 from the Central District of LCC, $500 from the Red River Circuit, $500 from members for some food and 

advertising, some barricades, some games, and tents and tables from Children’s Rehabilitation Foundation.   



The most wonderful contribution came from our members using their gifts and talents to make this event the success 

it was.  The planning committee met almost every other week in the summer (and many times throughout the Spring 

to make all the arrangements). We had about 20 people as Reformation Actors, and at least 95 other individuals 

helping with the activities, food, set up, fireworks, games, parking etc., including some fine imports, Pastor Beinert, 

Pastor Ward, David Friesen and Gord Gilbey.  Additionally, some members donated baked goods.  We are not positive 

of the turnout (upwards of 400), but we served over 350 brats/hotdogs and at least 120 servings each of coleslaw 

and mac and cheese. We received positive feedback from the community that evening, and the following week via an 

anonymous thank you card in the mailbox, a phone call saying it was “a gracious, kind and excellent event”,  from our 

MLA Cathy Cox and on Facebook. 

I’m not going to say it, but you should be proud of your Church.  The Body of Christ is alive and well in North Kildonan! 


