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The drive to Pelican 

Narrows was a wet one.  

The team arrived safe and 

sound and squished.  We 

rented a twelve-passenger 

van for 9 of the team 

members – and ALL their 

personal stuff!  Who knew 

they would all bring queen 

size, double high, air 

mattresses! We had to 

take out a middle seat and 

in it’s place put all of the personal stuff that we didn’t want to get wet in the 

trailer. My small trailer, which was a wedding present from my father-in-law 35 

years ago, was reserved for all the coolers (full of food), the massive craft tote, 

and the game bin. Needless to say, the nine 

team members were very squished.  But that’s 

okay because this team likes to play sardines. 

Ever play sardines?  Great when you are a kid 

and little. Challenging when you are an adult 

and less flexible. The team arrived safe and 

sound Saturday evening. 

Destination? Pelican Narrows Sask. (About an hour and a half west of Flin Flon) 

We stayed and set up VBS in a 

beautiful elementary school. What a 

nice facility!  We met and ate in the 

teacher’s lounge which had six large 

leather couches and a nice kitchen.   

We slept in empty classrooms 

(everything had been moved into 

the hallways to clean and wax the 

floors). One room for the girls, one 
Road into Pelican Narrows - Beautiful 
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room for the guys, one room for the young married couple, another for the older 

married couples.  Tons of room compared to our accommodations in Sachigo 

Lake.  The girls had huge double air mattresses and even a hammock.   There 

were some minor drawbacks with the accommodations.  We had a guy and gal 

washroom in the hall, nice and close, but the sinks didn’t work.  There were 

showers by the gym.  The sinks didn’t work in there either and there was no hot 

water as the boiler was not working in the school.  We boiled water to wash. 

However, we were given keys to the high school next door.  The showers worked 

there. Really well. Only hot hot water!   

Of course, a mission trip wouldn’t be complete without an 

animal rescue.  At the entrance of the school there was a 

sparrow’s nest up in the rafter.  A couple of young boys 

decided to throw rocks at the nest to 

knock it down.  They did.  We found 

the nest with a wounded baby in it.  

It became part of our devotions 

while we figured out how to get it 

back up in the rafters for the mom to feed.  We did.  

Hopefully it will survive.  And of course, there was a puppy 

or two that showed up.  Everyone wanted to take it home.  

We started off our VBS with a rousing prayer by our team leader this year, Alex.  

The kids were waiting impatiently outside the locked 

doors and Alex figured we needed to start off with a 

quick prayer (first day never quite fully prepared).  

Great idea.  By the way, we had just found out an hour 

earlier that there were a couple of other kid’s 

activities going on in the community:  a hunting and 

wilderness camp, a family camp 20 minutes by boat 

across the lake, square dancing competition which 

took a number of kids to another reserve, and a 

traveling evangelist from Children’s Evangelical 

Fellowship of Canada was in town.  Naturally we were 
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a little bit disappointed when we heard there were other kids activities planned 

for the week that we were here.  De Ja Vue?  This sounds like our Sachigo Lake 

trip? So Alex, bless her heart, prayed in her pray that the other kids activities 

wouldn’t be too fun and that the kids would want to come to ours instead.  We all 

thought it was kind of weird, but we all knew what Alex really meant to say.  

Anyway, later in the day after our VBS most of our team headed down to the dock 

to see if any kids were swimming. Down by the water they passed a building 

called the Haven where, unbeknown to us, another kids activity was taking place 

between 4 and 5 pm.  It was the Children’s Evangelistic Fellowship of Canada 

missionary who was teaching a group of children.  However when our team in 

their purple Peace T shirts walked by the Haven, a number of the kids who had 

come to our VBS earlier recognized our group and began to follow us. They left 

the missionary with no kids to teach.  Ooops.  What can we say, “I guess God 

answered Alex’s prayer.”  

With all the other activities 

going on that week, we did 

good to get an average of 

50 children a day, and a 

total of 113 different 

children over the week.  

The next day was super hot, so all the kids were down by the dock swimming 

between 4 and 5. The CEFC missionary had no kids to teach so he was sitting ‘on 

the dock of the bay’ , more like the tailgate of his pick up, watching the kids play 

and visiting with a local man. I had a chat with him and explained that the kids 

always swim at this time of day.  He was happy that we were here to teach the 

kids and he was quit content to talk to the odd adult he ran into on the street.  He 

was concentrating his efforts at a neighbouring community in the mornings 

anyway.  He was kind of surprised that we were staying in the Pelican Narrow’s 

community.  Oh oh? What did that mean?  We found out later that visitors to the 

community generally stay outside of the community for safety reasons. 
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Our usual day of VBS had kids showing up 

early. Some as early as noon.  They played 

with chalk or David had them cleaning the 

cement. We opened the doors at 1 PM.  The 

children trickled in.  Soon they were coloring 

inside or coloring with chalk outside. Then we 

let them all into the gym where we sang with 

them, taught a key simple Bible verse, had an 

object lesson, acted out a Bible story, and 

prayed with them.  The theme of this year’s 

VBS was FLY which stood for “Forever Loving 

You.”  We chose to teach the children the old 

Gospel song “I’ll Fly 

Away”.  They loved it! 

And sang it and 

clapped with 

enthusiasm every day. PB is good with the old gospel 

songs because they were a favorite at the nursing homes 

he had sang at for many years.  And we asked Ian to 

bring along his ‘circle guitar’, as some of the kids called 

it, his banjo.  That was a hoot. The kids loved the 

instruments. We also taught the kids a singing grace “Put Your Hands Together”.  

It was so nice to hear them pray 

the Lord’s Prayer every day.  
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This year we had our own nurse Jill with us.  Katie was feeling under the weather 

and was showing signs of a possible infection.  After many phone calls we 

managed to see the resident nurse at the medical center.  She is also a pilot! She 

works ER in Prince Albert and flies her own plane to work in Pelican Narrows.  And 

she’s only 27!  Interesting people up north! 

While Katie was getting attention at the medical center, Rob, Annegret, and PB 

went to visit an elderly gentleman who was having difficulty breathing for the last 

couple of days.  He was the uncle of Edward who remembered the team from last 

year as he worked security at the school.  He was layed off this year, but he would 

come and spend some time visiting and joking with the team.  He asked us to 

come and pray for his uncle Eli.  We did.  And we sang some gospel songs for him 

as well.  Eli was 81 years old and blind.  He appreciated our visit and Edward 

reported to us the next day that Eli was feeling much better and breathing well. 

Interesting People 

A little more on Edward.  Edward is a very nice friendly 

man and a real joker.  He took a real liking to Alex.  It was 

pretty obvious to all of us. Edward, however was married. 

And as he put it, to a cougar (a woman ten years older 

than him).  She worked as a security guard at the local 

jail.  He loved complimenting Alex. First her cooking, then 

her playing piano, her 

singing, her hair, and her 

smile.  We all had a lit bit 

of fun with it.  It was 

cute, and no harm done.  Here was a man who 

had been touched by the ministry of LAMP teams 

over the years and he came by often because the 

message of Jesus made him feel valued and 

loved.  

For day 2 we had a wonderful snack for the kids.  

Macaroni and cheese with veggies and leftover 
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hot dogs mixed in.  It was a meal. The kids loved it and devoured it. 

Unfortunately, some of the snack got dropped outside and a pack of about six 

dogs showed up.  The kids started feeding some to the dogs and a dog fight broke 

out.  Enough of that!  Snack was to be eaten inside only from now on. 

While our VBS was going on, the “green 

team” was tiding up the grounds.  The 

green team are younger members of the 

community, youth, that are hired to cut 

grass, paint, and pick up trash, etc.  We all 

think that is a super idea, but we also think 

they could use better guidance.  If 

something breaks, they quit.  If they run 

out of paint, they stop. If it’s too hot, they 

chill.  So, they probably just chilled more than they worked. Different. No worries. 

David took it upon himself to give them some guidance. He taught them how to 

cut long grass without the mower stalling, and he taught them how to clean paint 

rollers so they could reuse them. We also invited them inside for snack and 

closing.  We try our best to connect with whomever God places in our path. 

Invite, invite, invite.  Leave the rest up to God.  We want everyone to know that 

they are valued and loved. And if they 

want to hear or learn more, they are 

welcomed to.  One day a group of 

around six teenage girls joined us and 

we invited them back to play volleyball 

that evening.  They didn’t show up.  No 

harm done as we couldn’t find a ball.  

Instead we spent the evening in the gym 

preparing crafts for the next day and 

playing ‘name that 80’s tune’. 
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Ashley the security guard.  Ashley was the young man who 

was on security guard duty during the evenings.  He visited 

often with our group. He had a tragic story to tell, including 

the death of younger brother when he (Ashley) was 12.  For 

years he blamed himself and got into drugs, alcohol, 

relationship troubles. But Ashley was turning his life around. 

He was doing well. He had a job, for the time being, a child 

in Prince Albert to visit, and he was also a wonderful singer/guitar player.  Ashley 

was expecting to be laid off soon.  We fed Ashley a few evenings and visited with 

him. And gave him a quilt for the winter. It seemed many of the jobs in Pelican 

Narrows had to do with security. 

Rose the elder.  One day during a walk, some of the team met a very nice woman 

named Rose.  She was an elder in the community.  She took people to other 

reserves for Christian woman meetings and support.  She was a Roman Catholic 

and a residential school survivor. But she said she had a positive experience in the 

residential school she attended for two years.  She showed great concern for her 

community and was trying to make a difference. A very, very encouraging 

woman.  Another of our contacts in the community was a very nice woman 

named Eva.  She helped with local arrangements at the school and was available if 

we needed anything.   

Derek – a fifteen year old going on twenty.  

Derek was a local helper.  He faithfully brought 

his siblings to VBS and then stayed and helped 

out with childcare, crafts, and snacks.  He really 

bonded with our ‘cubs’ (younger team members, 

Megan, Katie, Luke, and Emma).  Our team was 

so moved by this young man’s maturity. We 

invited him for supper one evening and gave him a T-shirt.  Needless to say, a 

number of team members wished for him different circumstances and 

opportunities where he could flourish.  You could see he wanted to flourish. Who 

knows maybe they will come for him in the future.  God has a plan for him that is 

for sure.  We prayed, and still pray, for Derek. 
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Blessings of the Pelican Narrows 2018 Trip 

Team Building – Put a dozen people together of 

different ages, from different walks of life, at different 

circumstances in their life, lock them up in an 

elementary school with just enough food to survive a 

week, and what do you get?  A reality TV show.  Close.  

You get an exercise in how to get along.  Every team 

member expressed how well the whole team got along 

with each other.  As a pastor I can tell you that too 

often I hear and have to deal with relationships falling 

apart.  It is so refreshing to witness people bonding and 

becoming close and sharing and caring.  God’s Holy Spirit was evident in the lives 

of the team members.   

The days started with David Friesen’s four cups of coffee.  

David was up early every day making pots of coffee. He set the 

pace busily making his signature bacon, and constantly 

cleaning up.  I’ll give you an example.  The play structure at the 

school was flooded at the bottom of the slides.  David took it 

upon himself to fill in the massive whole with gravel and sand.  

As he worked on fixing that, a skid steer operator working at a 

sight next door saw him and offered to bring a load of sand.  

How nice. David took team members on adventures like 4X4ing up bad and 

washout roads.  He took us on a Pelican 

Narrow safari – to the dump--where we 

got to see a dozen black bears up close 

and personal.  What a sight!  And late at 

night he played games like sardines.  

David presented Bibles to the few adults 

that came for our VBS and the cleaning 

ladies at the school.  Who knew the Holy 

Spirit was in the coffee!  He even picked 
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up the guitar and jammed with the circle guitar and PB. David provided us with 

endless enthusiasm.  What a great example. 

Members of the team each had to prepare and lead a 

group devotion. Some of the devotions were so timely 

and meaningful.  One was based on the story of the 

Prodigal Son which was one of the Bible Lessons.  One 

was on compassion and how we struggle with 

showing it.  The devotions were so good and the 

discussion that often ensued.  They showed the 

spiritual growth that was taking place in the lives of 

the team members. A joy to witness. 

Some other highlights of the trip: Swimming with the 

children at the dock, PB took the boys fishing for a couple of 

hours.  Yes, they each caught a fish, and a tree! Playing 

sardines in the dark in a 

huge school, Singing 

Gospel songs. Sharing 

some very good meals, 

coping with deflating 

air mattresses, Ann and 

Norm brought a bunch of quality small 

children’s books to leave in the school library. 

Gord Gilbey from LAMP stopped by for a visit. 
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The purpose of Vacation Bible School in the North   

Why go to all the trouble and all 

the effort and all the expense to 

spend a few days in a community 

in a remote location with people 

who we are not even sure will 

benefit from our time with them?  

Here is what we have.  We have 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ:  The 

faith building, life saving, good 

news of Jesus.  How will they 

know and believe unless 

someone tell them? (Romans 10:14-17)  So what we do is share the message by 

which all people will be saved. Its a matter of eternal consequences.  The other 

precious gift God has given us to share is our time.  Our time is not our own, it 

belongs to God and He would have us use it to love others.  And what better way 

to love others than to share the good news of eternal 

life with them.  And that takes time.  Think about what 

says “you are valuable” to you.  When someone wants 

to spend time with you.  If you want to communicate to 

people that they are valuable to you, you spend time 

with them.  This was the goal of our mission trip.  With a 

large team, we were able to 

spend some one on one or 

small group time with the 

children.  This was seen especially during crafts where 

Katie, Megan, Ian, Lea, Shaunna, and Alex helped the 

children make a God rule book.  Ann, Norm, Shaunna, 

Rob, Annegret, Jill and Emma would color with the 

children. Luke playing parachute with a number of the 

boys, David chalking, Jody and Emma playing games 

and skipping rope with some of the boys and girls, PB 
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building various paper air planes with some of the 

kids, Ian showing the kids his banjo.   Annegret and 

Rob and Jill serving the kids snacks and visiting with 

them. Was that a popular 

place!  Individual time 

was spent with the 

children to listen to their 

stories and tell them that God is FOREVER LOVING 

YOU.  The God who created them. The God who sent 

His Son to save them. And the God who gives His Holy 

Spirit to all who put their trust in Him.  This picture  

sums up our trip, making connections and building 

trust! 

And while we were busy doing all this, . . . .God was building in us a greater love 

for each other, . . . . . .a TEAM of His disciples!  You see, when you are busy doing 

what God calls you to do, God is busy working not only through you but in you. 

These members are now close, and its not because of sardines – Thank You God! 


