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Introduction 

Since its release in September 2017, the Every One His Witness workshop has been conducted in 

groups hundreds of times. Many congregations, circuits, and other groups of people have made 

good use of the Every One His Witness kit, which was designed for that very purpose. But what 

about the people who could not, for one reason or another, attend a workshop as part of a group? 

Is there a way for individuals to use materials that were designed for a group setting? 

This guide was created to help individuals make use of the Every One His Witness core module 

resources that were originally intended for use by groups. It is meant to increase the accessibility 

of the Every One His Witness resources for people who want to be more active, effective, and 

joyful witnesses of Jesus. 

This guide is a supplement to the Every One His Witness workbook, not a standalone resource. It 

is our hope that by using this guide in concert with the workbook and the workshop videos you 

will receive the full benefits of participating in the Every One His Witness core module 

workshop even though you are not able to do it in a group setting. 

While this guide is oriented toward helping people complete the workshop independently, you 

may find it beneficial (and fun!) to work with a partner (e.g., your spouse, a friend from church) 

especially when completing the exercises. 

 

How to Use this Self-Study Guide 

Acquire the Workbook 

In order to make use of this guide you will need a copy of the Every One His Witness workbook. 

To acquire the Every One His Witness workbook, contact Concordia Publishing House to place 

an order. You can call CPH at 1-800- 325-3040 and request item number 155236 or you can 

order it online using this link: https://www.cph.org/p-31876-every-one-his-witness-

workbook.aspx 

The workbook includes a quick guide for accessing the Every One His Witness website 

(www.EveryOneHisWitness.org ). You do not need access to the website to complete this self-

study. If you do access the website before completing this self-study, please do not start any of 

the Context Modules on the website before completing this workshop. 

Get Help 

If you need assistance with acquiring a workbook, registering on the Every One His Witness 

website, or any other issue relating to using this self-study guide, please email 

Support@EveryOneHisWitness.org for assistance. 

 

https://www.cph.org/p-31876-every-one-his-witness-workbook.aspx
https://www.cph.org/p-31876-every-one-his-witness-workbook.aspx
http://www.everyonehiswitness.org/
mailto:Support@EveryOneHisWitness.org
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Self-Study Guide Format 

The self-study guide is organized into six sections that correspond with the six sessions of the 

Every One His Witness workshop. Each section includes an overview of the session, instructions 

on using the video/videos for the session, and an individualized version of the exercise. 

Overview 

The Overview provides a summary of the session and references to the workbook to help with 

following along. 

 

Session Video 

Every session includes a video that addresses the topic of the session. The videos for sessions 

three through six also include segments of a case study that provides examples for the exercises. 

Simply play the video listed and follow along in your workbook. 

 

The videos are located on YouTube. You can access them through this link to a playlist that 

includes all seven videos: https://tinyurl.com/E1HW-Self-Study 

  

Exercise 

Each session includes an exercise to provide you with opportunities to reflect on what you are 

learning and to put it into practice. You’ll get the most out of the Every One His Witness 

workshop and you’ll be better equipped as a witness of Jesus if you take the time and make the 

effort to complete the exercises.  

Many of the exercise questions are reflective and don’t have a “right” or “wrong” answer. Others 

are answered by the materials in the workbook. If you are stumped by a question or if you want 

to check your answer to a question, excerpts from the workshop leader’s guide are included in 

the Appendix. If the excerpts don’t answer your question check in with someone else who is 

doing the self-study workshop or someone who has completed the in-person workshop. Of 

course, you can always email Support@EveryOneHisWitness.org for assistance. 

 

Ignore the exercises in the workbook. Instead, use the exercises in this self-study guide. 

 

Epilogue 

In addition to the six study sessions, there is a short epilogue to wrap up the workshop. The 

epilogue includes a video and a few pages of content in the workbook.  

The video for the epilogue can also be viewed as an introduction to the workshop. 

 

  

https://tinyurl.com/E1HW-Self-Study
mailto:Support@EveryOneHisWitness.org
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Session 1. Witnessing -What’s It All About? 

Overview 

The main idea of this session is drawn from Jesus’ encounter with the demon-possessed man in 

the Gerasenes (Mark 5:1-20). In this encounter, Jesus comes to the man in the midst of his 

hopeless situation. He shows that He “wants to have to do with” broken people by engaging this 

man in his brokenness, not avoiding and shunning him like the people of the community who 

couldn’t (or wouldn’t) deal with his brokenness. Jesus does deal with it. He delivers the man 

from his desperate circumstances and makes him whole.  

• What Jesus did for this man in person He continues to do through His Church.  

• We come to broken people who need Jesus as broken people who know the love, mercy, 

and grace of Jesus.  

• We do not come to them as “perfect” people who have it all together.  

• We do not approach them as superiors, but as people equally in need of Jesus. 

Session 1 begins on page 9 of the workbook. You may find it helpful to familiarize yourself 

with the symbols used throughout the workbook by looking over the symbols and their 

explanations on page 7 of the workbook. 

 

Session Video 

Watch the video for this session. It is labelled E1HW – Self Study – Session 1 and is 12:03 in 

length. 

If you’d like to get a better perspective of what the Every One His Witness resource is all about 

(or if you enjoy reading the end of a book before starting at the beginning), you may want to 

watch the video labelled E1HW – Self Study – Epilogue before watching the video for Session 

1. 

 

Exercise 1: Witnessing Is All About … 

Broken people. Can you relate? We all are broken in some way; everybody needs Jesus. Good 

news! Jesus still wants to have to do with, is present with, and delivers broken people. Unlike 

His encounter with the demon-possessed man in the Gerasenes, Jesus doesn’t come to broken 

people directly. Instead, Jesus comes to the broken people in our workplaces, communities, and 

families through us. 

Consider how you have responded to the different ways in which the people in your life are 

broken by answering questions A through D: 
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A. Check the boxes of the ways in which you’ve seen each of the following areas of 

brokenness impact the lives of people you know. Add other ways in which the area of 

brokenness has affected people you know. 

1) Broken Families  

 Divorce  Fatherless homes 

 Rebellious children 

 Other:    

 Other:    

 

2) Broken Spirits  

 Addiction  Alcohol abuse 

 Drug abuse 

 Other:    

 Other:    

 

3) Broken Bodies 

 Disease  Injury 

 Birth defects 

 Other:    

 Other:    

 

4) Broken Sexuality  

 Infidelity  Homosexuality 

 Gender confusion  Pornography 

 Other:    

 Other:    
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5) Broken Minds  

 Depression  Hopelessness 

 Anxiety  Purposelessness 

 Other:    

 Other:    

 

6) Broken Community 

 Poverty  Homelessness 

 Violence 

 Other:    

 Other:    

 

B. Choose one of the six areas of brokenness from above – especially one that has had 

significant impact in the lives of people you know. Using Jesus’ experience with the 

demon-possessed man in the Gerasenes as a guide, rate your willingness to respond to the 

brokenness you selected: 

 

 My willingness to … 

… actively seek broken people who need Jesus? 

 

1 2 3 4 5 

… have to do with people broken in this way? 

 

1 2 3 4 5 

… bring hope to people captive to this brokenness? 

 

1 2 3 4 5 

… care for the whole person for those who are 

experiencing this brokenness? 

 

1 2 3 4 5 

… tell these broken people what the Lord has done 

to heal their brokenness? 

1 2 3 4 5 

 

 

Not so willing → Very willing 
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C. There are many agencies and organizations that address the various forms of brokenness in 

our society. Why is it so important that the Church address the brokenness of our world? 

 

 

 

D. Why is it so important that you address the brokenness in the lives of the people you know 

who are broken and don’t know the Healer? 
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Session 2. You Are a Witness - What Does This Mean? 

Overview 

The focus of this session is on what motivates us to be active witnesses of Jesus. This is 

addressed by exploring what it means to be a witness, why we are called to be witnesses, and the 

things that get in the way of us being active witnesses. 

Whether in a group or in individual study, nobody takes this workshop starting with a blank 

slate. All of us have been influenced about witnessing in one way or another. Unfortunately, 

many people have been influenced by law-based evangelism programs and ideas (i.e., programs 

that tell you what you have to do to be a faithful witness or make you feel guilty for “not 

witnessing enough”). This session presents the biblical basis for witnessing and shows 

participants that evangelism is based in the Gospel, not the Law. 

The Law does have a role in our lives as Christ’s witnesses. Rather than treat the application of 

the Law theoretically, this session applies the Law to us in both the video instruction and the 

exercises. Of course, the Law does not get the final word. The Gospel shows us that, even though 

we are “unfit and unqualified” to be Christ’s witnesses, the Lord is pleased to make use of us to 

bring good news to people. Witnessing is not just good news for others, it is also good news for 

us. It brings us into God’s joy. 

Session 2 begins on page 33 of the workbook. 

 

Session Video 

Watch video for this session. It is labelled E1HW – Self Study – Session 2 and is 16:00 in 

length. 

 

Exercise 2: Reasons for Witnessing 

Are you feeling unfit and unqualified to be a witness? Good! That’s just where you need to be. If 

witnessing were reserved for people who were fit and qualified no one would be a witness of 

Jesus. All of us are sinners who do not and cannot be worthy of the high calling to be Christ’s 

witnesses. In His mercy and love, the Lord includes sinful, broken people (us) to bring the Good 

News of Jesus to the sinful, broken people in our world who are perishing. 

Reflect on your calling to be a witness of Jesus by answering questions A through D: 

 

A. C.F.W. Walther said that God uses people who are “unfit and unqualified” to bring the 

Good News of Jesus to people who are perishing.  
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1) In what ways are you “unfit and unqualified” to be a witness of Jesus? 

 

 

2) Why is it good news that you are “unfit and unqualified” to be Jesus’ witness? 

 

 

 

B. Some people see witnessing as a burdensome command of Jesus that demands our 

obedience. Others see witnessing as a joyful task through which Jesus calls us to join in His 

joy in bringing good news to broken people. 

 

1) In what ways have you seen witnessing as a burden?  

 

 

2) When have you experienced witnessing as a joyful task? 

 

 

 

C. When you talk with a person whom you don’t know very well, what do you usually end up 

talking about with him/her?  

 

1) Why do you end up talking about this subject? 

 

 

2) How has this subject kept you from talking to people about Jesus? 
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3) How has this subject been helpful in talking to people about Jesus? 

 

 

 

D. Martin Luther explained that when Jesus said “out of the abundance of the heart [a 

person’s] mouth speaks” (Luke 6:45) He was saying “What fills the heart overflows the 

mouth.” 

 

1) Based on your answer in Question C, what is filling your heart and overflowing 

through your mouth? 

 

 

2) When do the things that “overflow our mouths” become idols to us? 

 

 

3) How can we deal with the brokenness of idolatry that creeps into our lives? 
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Session 3. Vocation and Witnessing 

 

Overview 

In Session 3 we explore how God has put us in the places, at the times, and with the people to 

whom He desires us to witness. Witnessing is meant to be a natural part of our everyday lives 

with the people who are (or become) part of our lives. There is no need to create artificial 

relationships to be Christ’s witness. He has already given us (or will give us) the relationships 

with nonchurched people that are needed to be His witnesses. 

The technical term ‘vocation’ is introduced and explained in this session. The primary way in 

which Every One His Witness refers to vocation is with the phrase “everyday life.” This phrase 

emphasizes that witnessing is what we do as a normal part of our daily activities, not something 

separated from the things that we do day in and day out. 

As a part of our everyday life, witnessing is not scripted or forced. Witnessing in the context of 

our vocations does away with the all-too-common caricature of evangelism as knocking on the 

doors of strangers and making a scripted presentation and encourages people to embrace the 

natural way in which the Lord intends for us to be His witnesses. 

Vocational evangelism also reinforces the understanding that witnessing includes connecting 

people to a local congregation. Although we rarely want to start with inviting people to come to 

worship and we don’t want coming to church to be the focus of our witnessing, our individual 

efforts to bring the Word to the people in our everyday lives are complemented and completed 

when the people we witness to are regularly receiving the Means of Grace given at a local pulpit 

and altar (even if it is not at our congregation!). 

Session 3 begins on page 77 of the workbook. 

 

 

Session Video 

Watch the video for this session. It is labelled E1HW – Self Study – Session 3.  

This video includes an instructional portion and the first installment of the Case Study.  

The overall length of the video is 14:37. 

• The instructional portion of the video is about 11:15 in length.  

• The Case Study portion of the video is about 3:22 in length. 
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Case Study 

A Case Study that will be used through the rest of the workshop begins in this session. The Case 

Study is presented as an animation that is included in the session’s video after the instructional 

portion of the video.  

In this session, the Case Study introduces Amy Summers, who is the witness in the Case Study. 

After introducing Amy with a brief biography, the video captures how Amy would complete the 

Vocation and Witnessing Worksheet based on the people she knows from her vocations. The 

content of the case study is provided on pages 98 and 99 in the workbook. 

 

Exercise 3: Vocation and Witnessing 

Isn’t it amazing how God has put you in the place, at the time, and with the people He wants you 

to witness to? The Lord has crafted you and your vocations according to His plans and purposes 

– which especially include you being a witness of Jesus to the people in your everyday life. 

Use questions A and B below to explore how your vocations provide opportunities for you to be 

an active witness of Jesus through the relationships that are already a part of your life. 

A. Using the Vocation and Witnessing Worksheet on the following page (or on page 102 of the 

participant’s workbook), identify one to three nonchurched people in each of the four areas 

of your vocational life. 

 After completing the worksheet, answer the following questions: 

1) How did using vocational areas help you identify the nonchurched people whom you 

know? 

 

2) In which vocational area of your life was it easiest to list people? Why was it 

easiest? 

 

3) In which vocational area of your life was it most difficult to list people? What made 

it difficult? 

 

B. Our vocations are God’s callings in our lives. He has crafted the times, places, gifts, 

relationships, and other aspects of our lives as part of our vocations. In each vocational 

area of our lives, the Lord has called and equipped us to be His witnesses. 

1) How does recognizing that your vocations are God’s callings in your life impact 

your goals, decisions, and priorities? 
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2) What does it mean to you that the Lord has crafted you and your circumstances for 

you to be His witness in the contexts of your vocations (i.e., your everyday life)? 

 

Vocation and Witnessing Worksheet 

VOCATIONAL AREA NONCHURCHED PEOPLE I KNOW 

 

Family 

• Immediate family 

• Extended family 

• Family friends 

 

 

1.    

 

2.     

 

3.     

 

4.    

  

 

Occupation 

• Co-workers 

• Clients/customers 

• Fellow commuters 

• Associations 

• Suppliers 

 

 

1.    

 

2.     

 

3.     

 

4.    

  

 

Neighbor 

• Social contacts 

• Teammates/coaches 

• Community leaders 

• Neighborhood families 

 

 

1.    

 

2.     

 

3.     

 

4.    

  

 

Church 

• Visitors/guests 

• People being served 

• Members’ families and 

friends 

• Inactive members 

 

 

1.    

 

2.     

 

3.     

 

4.    
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Session 4. LASSIE – Listen and Ask 

Overview 

Session 4 shifts our focus from the “what” and “why” of witnessing to the “how to” of 

witnessing. The LASSIE approach to witnessing is introduced in this session and the first two 

elements of LASSIE (Listen and Ask) are explored in greater detail. Listen and Ask form a 

natural pair in the LASSIE approach and are treated as a unit in this session. Session 5 addresses 

Seek and Share as a pair. Session 6 discusses the pair Invite and Encourage. 

LASSIE is a practical application of our First Article gifts to witnessing. First Article gifts are 

the things that God has given to us are part of His creation. In Luther’s Small Catechism, the 

explanation of the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed identifies some of God’s First Article 

gifts: 

I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and 

soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care 

of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife 

and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all 

that I need to support this body and life. He defends me against all danger and guards 

and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and 

mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and 

praise, serve and obey Him. 

LASSIE is not a biblical model for witnessing, per se. While there are examples in the Bible that 

are drawn on, there are no passages in Scripture which set forth LASSIE as a way (let alone the 

way) to witness. Therefore, it should be noted that the LASSIE approach is the faithful use of our 

First Article gifts to share the Good News of Jesus with people. LASSIE is not the only way to 

witness. There are other faithful ways in which to do this work (e.g., the Dialog 

Evangelism/Evangelism Explosion calling approach). However, in this workshop we will focus 

on the LASSIE approach and use it for our exercises. 

It is important to understand that LASSIE is not a series of steps, but a framework for shaping an 

intentional conversation. Listen and Ask are addressed first because of the importance of 

understanding the other person rather than starting from assumptions or presuppositions. By 

listening to a person and asking questions that encourage her to share more, a witness can 

ascertain her world view, religious beliefs, knowledge of Jesus, life concerns, etc. to gain a way 

to effectively Seek and Share. 

In the LASSIE approach, witnessing begins with listening and relies on continued listening 

throughout the entire framework. 

Session 4 begins on page 105 of the workbook. 
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Session Video 

Watch the video for this session. It is labelled E1HW – Self Study – Session 4.  

This video includes an instructional portion and the second installment of the Case Study.  

The overall length of the video is 17:47. 

• The instructional portion of the video is about 14:45 in length.  

• The Case Study portion of the video is about 3:02 in length. 

 

Case Study 

As you watch the video of the conversation that Amy and Beth are having over coffee, imagine 

yourself in the role of Amy. You are having coffee with Beth, someone you met in the mom’s 

group you’ve been attending. You don’t know much about Beth, but you do know that she is not 

active in a Christian church. Practice listening as Beth shares her story. 

 

Exercise 4: LASSIE – Listen and Ask 

Listening is hard, isn’t it? We struggle with listening, but it’s a vitally important part of 

witnessing. By listening we can understand how the other person views life, what their goals and 

aspirations are, how they are coping with the challenges of living in a fallen world, how they are 

broken, and much more. By asking good questions, we can encourage people to share more of 

their story – often times they will share more than they have with closer friends who haven’t 

made an effort to listen to them.  

Listen and ask to listen more. 

A. Answer the following questions based only on what you heard Beth share. (If you want to 

check your answers or need some help, remember to refer to the excerpts from the leader’s 

guide in the Appendix.) 

1) Based on what you heard, is Beth a … 

  … Head person? 

  … Heart person? 

  … Hands person? 

 What did you hear her say that brought 

you to this conclusion about her? 
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2) What is Beth’s primary issue or concern from the perspective of a … 

• … Head person? (How is Beth’s thinking wrong?) 

 

• … Heart person? (How are Beth’s feelings affecting things?) 

 

• … Hands person? (What does Beth need to do?) 

 

3) What, if anything, did Beth share that would indicate her attitude about Christ, the 

Christian faith, openness to participating in your congregation, etc.? 

 

 

4) After hearing her story, how would you describe Beth’s perspective of her life? 

 

 

B. The list below has some questions that Amy might ask Beth after listening to her story. 

Check the box or boxes for each question that show how you think Beth would see the 

question. 

 

Question 

Shows Beth 

that you are 

listening to 

her. 

Encourages 

Beth to 

speak. 

Is sensitive to 

Beth’s situation 

(not judgmental 

or accusatory). 

 

“You really need Jesus. Do you want to 

come to church with me?” 

 

   

“Why do you feel that bad things happen to 

people who try to do good things?” 

 

   

“How have you contributed to the problems 

in your marriage?” 

 

   

“What kind of women would you like to 

have as close friends?” 
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“Life is hard, isn’t it?” 

 
   

“Do you ever pray about the things going 

on in your marriage?” 

 

   

    
C. Based on what you’ve learned about Beth and her life so far, if you could ask Beth only 

one question what would you ask her?  

 

 

D. Select a person from your Vocation and Witnessing worksheet (see Exercise 3) to focus on. 

Choose someone with whom you are likely to have an ongoing conversation with – 

preferably one that can be carried on in person. 

For the purposes of this workshop, avoid choosing someone you don’t know very well or 

someone whom you know to have a lot of unresolved issues. Keep in mind that you will be 

using the person that you select during the remaining exercises. 

Complete the “Listen” and “Ask” sections of the LASSIE Journal for the person you 

selected (or use the panels from the LASSIE Journal on the next page). 

 

 

E. After completing the “Listen” and “Ask” sections of the LASSIE journal, reflect on the 

following questions: 

 

1) How well do I listen to other people? 

 

 

2) How could asking effective questions help me be a better listener? 

 

 

3) What else can I do to improve how well I listen to others? 
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Session 5. LASSIE – Seek and Share 

Overview 

Keeping in mind that LASSIE is not a series of steps, there is still a natural progression from 

Listening and Asking to Seeking and Sharing. By listening to a person and asking questions that 

encourages her to share more, we learn about her as a person, her relationships, her experiences, 

her world view, and her understanding of religion – in other words, we learn her story. We know 

that, in some way or another, her story intersects with Jesus’ story because Jesus’ story is 

relevant to every human being. By understanding her story, we have a basis for seeking a point 

of connection between her story and Jesus’ story. Understanding that point of connection is a 

powerful way for us to share Jesus’ story with someone in a way that she can understand and 

relate to. 

Session 5 begins on page 144 of the workbook. 

 

Session Video 

Watch the video for this session. It is labelled E1HW – Self Study – Session 5.  

This video includes an instructional portion and the third installment of the Case Study.  

The overall length of the video is 20:10. 

• The instructional portion of the video is about 14:00 in length.  

• The Case Study portion of the video is about 6:10 in length. 

 

Case Study 

Imagine yourself back in the role of Amy after asking Beth, “Why do you feel that bad things 

happen to people who try to do good things?” Listen to Beth’s response. 

 

Exercise 5: LASSIE – Seek and Share 

By Listening and Asking we learn about people’s lives and experiences. The more that we learn 

about a person and his experiences, dreams, view of the world, understanding of life, etc. the 

more likely we are to find a connection between his story and Jesus’ story. “Seek” is doing just 

that, finding a connection between a person’s story and Jesus’ story. Once we’ve discovered that 

connection, we can “Share” Jesus’ story in a way that the other person will find interesting and 

can relate to. 
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A. Answer questions 1) and 2) based on the conversation between Amy and Beth. 

 

1) Based on what you heard Beth share with Amy so far, which of the following are 

possible points of connection between Beth’s story and Jesus’ story? 

 Marriage issues 

 Financial concerns 

 Parenting problems 

 Health crisis 

 Death of a close friend or loved one 

 Loneliness 

 Depression or anxiety about life 

 Spiritual confusion 

 Spiritual longing/emptiness 

 Guilt (not just regret) over sin or failures 

 Lack of guilt over sin or failures 

 Other        

 

2) Considering that the Law is the starting point for sharing with someone who is not 

troubled by his/her sins, and the Gospel is the starting point for someone who is 

troubled by his/her sins, should Amy share the Law or the Gospel as a starting point 

with Beth? Why? 

 

 

B. Using the person you selected from your Vocation and Witnessing worksheet in Exercise 3, 

complete the “Seek” and “Share” sections of the LASSIE Journal for the person you 

selected (or use the panels from the LASSIE Journal on the next page). 
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C. After completing the “Seek” and “Share” sections of the LASSIE journal, reflect on the 

following questions: 

 

1) What challenges do I face when it comes to speaking the Law to people in my life who 

are comfortable in their sins? 

 

 

2) What can I do to meet those challenges? 

 

 

You may find a short article about sharing the Law in love helpful and informative. The article is 

entitled “Evangelism and the Mirror of the Law: What’s Your Pose?” It is available online at 

https://tinyurl.com/E1HW-Law-Pose 

 

 

  

https://tinyurl.com/E1HW-Law-Pose
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Session 6. LASSIE – Invite and Encourage 

Overview 

Invite and Encourage are important elements of the LASSIE approach for keeping the 

conversation with a person going. It calls for us to be intentional when we make an invitation and 

then following up on it. Invite and Encourage demonstrate well that LASSIE is not a series of 

steps. Invitations to keep the conversation going may be made before Seek and Share to continue 

a dialogue as we Seek to discover a point of connection and look for what to Share with a person. 

People are more responsive to our invitations when they are appealing and interesting from their 

perspective. We need to consider what kind of invitations would be of interest to the other 

person. It helps to put ourselves in the place of the nonchurched person and try to see things from 

his perspective. This means we need to Listen and Ask before we extend invitations.  

Session 6 begins on page 168 of the workbook. 

 

Session Video 

Watch the video for this session. It is labelled E1HW – Self Study – Session 6.  

This video includes an instructional portion and the final installment of the Case Study.  

The overall length of the video is 13:27. 

• The instructional portion of the video is about 11:52 in length.  

• The Case Study portion of the video is about 1:35 in length. 

 

Case Study 

Put yourself back in Amy’s role one more time as she extends an invitation to Beth. Listen to 

Beth’s response. 

 

Exercise 6: LASSIE – Invite and Encourage 

We are people of encouragement with the Good News of encouragement. It’s a blessing to be 

given the joyful work of inviting and encouraging people in our broken world.  

A. Consider the invitation that Amy extended to Beth and how Beth responded to it. Answer 

questions 1), 2), and 3) based on what you observed in the Case Study. 

1) What was Beth’s reaction to Amy’s invitation? 
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2) Is it likely that Beth will act on Amy’s invitation based on how things ended in this 

conversation? Why/why not? 

 

 

3) Keeping in mind that invitations and follow-up need to consider the context and, 

especially, how they will be viewed by the other person, which of the following 

would be effective ways for Amy to follow up and encourage Beth to attend the 

activity she had invited her to? (Check all that apply.) 

 Call Beth in a few days to repeat the invitation. 

 Ask another person to contact Beth to invite her. 

 Post a Facebook event invite on Beth’s page. 

 Call Beth’s husband and have him tell her to go. 

 Send Beth text message reminders. 

 Wait and see if Beth comes. 

 Send Beth a handwritten note. 

 Offer to share babysitting. 

 Invite Beth to have coffee again. 

 Other       

B. Using the person you selected from your Vocation and Witnessing worksheet in Exercise 3, 

complete the “Invite” and “Encourage” sections of the LASSIE Journal for the person you 

selected (or use the panels from the LASSIE Journal on the next page). 
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C. After completing the “Invite” and “Encourage” sections of the LASSIE journal, reflect on 

the question “Do people consider me to be encouraging?” 

1) If yes, how can I actively encourage people in their brokenness as a witness of Jesus? 

 

2) If no, what can I do to come across as more encouraging to others? 
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Epilogue – Going, Planting, Watering … and Waiting Expectantly 

Overview 

Don’t skip this!  

Some closing thoughts and words of encouragement from the creator of Every One His Witness. 

The Epilogue begins on page 193 of the workbook. 

Session Video 

If you didn’t watch it prior to Session 1, watch the video labelled E1HW – Self Study – 

Epilogue. If you did watch it, feel free to watch it again. 

The overall length of the video is 5:43. 

Exercise 

Be a joyful witness of Jesus! 

 

What’s Next? 

This workshop covered the basics of witnessing using the LASSIE approach. To learn how to 

apply what you’ve learned in this workshop to specific witnessing contexts, access the Every 

One His Witness website and make use of the resources available for strengthening your 

witnessing skills, especially the Context Modules. 

Context Modules 

The Context Modules address a number of specific witnessing contexts including witnessing to 

people of different faiths, people who have left the Church, and people who are experiencing 

significant life issues. The contributors to the modules are experts in their respective fields. You 

can choose the Context Modules that are of interest to you. 

All of the resources on the Every One His Witness website are available to you at no cost from 

the LCMS Office of National Mission. 

Accessing the Website 

The website address is www.EveryOneHisWitness.org 

The workbook contains the instructions and access code that you will need to make use of the 

Every One His Witness website. Follow the instructions on the quick guide in the back of the 

workbook to register on the website.  

If you don’t have a quick guide or an access code or need some technical assistance to access the 

website, please email Support@EveryOneHisWitness.org  

http://www.everyonehiswitness.org/
mailto:Support@EveryOneHisWitness.org
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Appendix - Leader’s Guide Excerpts 

These instructions and helps are taken from the workshop leader’s guide. They provide aids to 

the leader of a group workshop. They are included in this appendix as an additional resource and 

a way to check your answers to the self-study exercises.  

The references made in these excerpts are to the materials in the workbook. Where it was 

practical, references to the content of this self-study guide (e.g., question numbers) are added in 

brackets with bold and italicized text. For example, in Session 2 the Leader’s Guide refers to 

“question C3” which is “Question A.2” in the self-study guide. The cross reference is added to 

the Leader’s Guide excerpt as: “[Question A.2]”.  

You may find it helpful to refer to the workbook to correlate these helps to the exercises you are 

doing.  

Please adapt the leader’s guide instructions and helps as necessary. 

 

Session 1 – Leader’s Guide Excerpts 

 It may be helpful to talk through the first question and its bullets in a generic sense to provide 

people with an example. You can use the following example if you’d like: 

“Imagine that our nonchurched neighbor Bill is going through a divorce. The divorce is 

primarily the result of the struggle he has had with pornography for a number of years. He 

had been doing better, but recently he had a relapse and his wife has given up hope. Are we 

actively seeking out Bill or waiting for him to come to us? We’re praying for Bill, but how 

well are we doing when it comes to spending time with him, listening to his concerns, and 

encouraging him through a difficult situation?” 

 After all the groups have shared, ask question ‘C’ from Exercise 1 Part 2 [Question C] 

▪ The answers should get to “because only the Church has the real answer to their 

problems” or “because only the Church can bring them Jesus” or something along those 

lines. 

 Share the following summary statement: 

“There are two powerful ways in which we share the love of Christ with the world: Mercy 

and Witness. Mercy is showing the love of Jesus. Witness is speaking the love of Jesus. 

Mercy is not witnessing, though our mercy work often gives us opportunities to speak about 

Jesus as we show His love. In this workshop we are going to focus on Witness – speaking the 

love of Jesus.” 
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Session 2 – Leader’s Guide Excerpts 

The discussion in Exercise 2 Part 3 applies the Law to the participants by highlighting how the 

things that they’ve identified and discussed in Part 1 and Part 2 can (and often do) become idols 

that keep them from speaking about Jesus with other people. Reactions will vary. Some people 

will see their failures and acknowledge them. Other people will object and try to explain the 

issue away. Make use of the questions to guide the discussion in order to avoid people getting 

bogged down. The questions are meant to bring the Gospel into the conversation. 

 

 Read the paragraph at the beginning of Part 

3 to the participants. 

Point out that Jesus’ comment about the 

“abundance of the heart” is found in Luke 

6:45 (see callout box on page 75 in the 

participant’s workbook). 

 

 Cite the Luther quote (in callout box on the 

bottom of page 75), especially the last 

sentence, to clarify that “out of the 

abundance of the heart his mouth speaks” 

is the same as saying “What fills the heart 

overflows the mouth” in our normal way of 

speaking. 

 

 Ask question 3C. [Question A.2] 

▪ Let people share their thoughts.  

▪ If it doesn’t become clear in the 

discussion, point out that we are 

“broken people coming to broken 

people” when we witness. 

▪ Make sure that the Gospel becomes 

clear in this discussion. Refer to the 

CFW Walther quote on page 72 of the 

participant’s workbook if it is helpful. 

 

  

Quote from page 72 in the workbook: 

God plants, manages, extends, and sustains His 

kingdom not directly, but by means of men, who 

are altogether unfit for this task … Who can 

measure the greatness of God’s love, revealed in 

the fact that He desires not only to save this 

apostate world but also even to employ human 

beings – that is, sinners – for this task? Who can 

plumb the depths of the wisdom of God, who 

knows how to accomplish the work of saving 

people by – of all things – using other people 

who are quite unfit and unqualified for this 

work? 

- C.F.W. Walther, Law and Gospel: How to 

Read and Apply the Bible [St. Louis: Concordia, 

2010], page 42 

 

Paragraph at the beginning of Part 3 (page 75 in 

the workbook): 

Idols in our experience are not the stone and 

wood idols of the Old Testament. They are much 

more subtle. Using the First Commandment as a 

guide, an idol can be understood as whatever we 

fear, love, and trust in place of God. Jesus 

speaks about the idols that creep into our lives 

by pointing out that what we speak about with 

others reflects the “abundance of the heart” – in 

other words, what we fear, love, or trust in the 

most. 
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Session 3 – Leader’s Guide Excerpts 

Key Concepts for the Case Study 

 

• Nonchurched – dechurched – unchurched 

The Video Facilitator reviews the definitions of these three terms as they are found in the 

call out box in the exercise. It’s important for people to understand that the focus of our 

witness is nonchurched people – people who are not currently connected to a Christian 

church. The term ‘nonchurched’ is used in Every One His Witness in place of 

‘nonbeliever’ or ‘non-Christian’ because it describes a person’s situation without calling 

for a judgment of that person’s faith. 

 

• “Connected to a Christian church” 

The phrase “connected to a Christian church” may mean different things to different 

people. What is meant here is that a person is active in the spiritual life of a Christian 

congregation. This would include people who are active members of the Roman Catholic 

church and those who belong to a Baptist congregation, but it would exclude people who 

are inactive members of a congregation or who are active members of a church that is not a 

Christian church (e.g., Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses). 

 

• Vocation and Witnessing Worksheet 

The purpose of the worksheet is to create awareness of the nonchurched people in our 

lives. Being aware of the nonchurched people with whom we already have some 

relationship is the first step of acting intentionally in witnessing to them. Participants may 

start by saying “I don’t know any nonchurched people,” but once they start looking at their 

lives in terms of their vocations they can identify nonchurched people. This worksheet is 

not a “hit list,” but is a tool to increase the participant’s awareness of the nonchurched 

people whom God has already put into his life. 

 

 

 Circulate among participants while they are completing the Vocation and Witnessing 

Worksheet. Help people who get stuck by pointing out the prompts in each vocational area.  

▪ Retired people often have trouble completing the “Occupation” section of the worksheet. 

Help them get unstuck by asking if they maintain any relationships with the people they 

used to work with. Also, point out that retirement is now their occupation and then ask 

about the activities that they are doing in retirement and the people involved in those 

activities (e.g., clubs that they have joined, hobbies they have taken up). 

▪ Identifying nonchurched people in our vocational area of Church member can throw 

people. The prompts should help. If people are still stuck after considering the prompts, 

ask them to think of people who are missing from church (e.g., inactive members, 

spouses of people who attend, children who are no longer active, etc.). 
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Session 4 – Leader’s Guide Excerpts 

Points out that the participants may not relate to Beth or Amy or to their situations.  

• It’s not uncommon for witnesses to engage people with whom they don’t particularly relate.  

• Being a witness of Jesus is not becoming best friends with people, but is telling people about 

the greatest Friend that any of us could ever desire.  

• The Lord may put us into a context with people who are very much not like us for them to 

hear about Jesus from us.  

• We don’t need to relate to people or their circumstances to be witnesses … or to be able to 

listen effectively to learn about them. 

 

 Discuss Question C [Question A.3] 

▪ Participants may answer that Beth did speak about something related to Christ, the 

Christian faith, etc. However, there is nothing in what Beth shared that speaks to these 

topics.  

▪ Finding these things in what Beth shared is an indication that someone was reading them 

into what Beth was saying rather than listening attentively to her (e.g., because Beth is 

expressing loneliness some people would interpret that as a desire to go to church 

because they find fellowship and friendships at church). 

▪ The danger of reading these things into what someone is sharing is that we think that we 

have an opening for sharing God’s Word, inviting him to worship, etc. when we really 

don’t.  

 

 Ask Question D [Question A.4] 

▪ Answers will vary but will reflect that Beth is struggling. Expect people to sum up Beth’s 

life with words like unhappy, lonely, depressed, without purpose, etc. More important 

than “right” or “wrong” answers, is that participants are seeking to understand things 

from Beth’s perspective. 

“Amy listened to Beth’s story. Now she wants to ask a question that will encourage Beth to 

share more. We’re going to evaluate some questions that Amy might ask Beth to determine 

which ones would be good questions to ask based on what Beth has shared so far. 

We want to consider how each potential question will impact Beth. To do this, we’ll look at 

three criteria: 

• The question ‘Shows Beth that you are listening to her’ 

• It ‘Encourages Beth to speak’ 

• The question is ‘Sensitive to Beth’s situation (not judgmental or accusatory)’ 
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Check the box when the question fits the criteria for good questions to ask to keep the 

conversation going. 

The first question, Question E [Question B] in your workbook, is “You really need Jesus. Do 

you want to come to church with me?”  

• Does that question show that you are listening to Beth or does it convey that you have 

your own agenda?  

• Does it encourage Beth to share more or will it shut her down? 

• Is it sensitive to Beth’s situation, or does it come across as judgmental or accusatory? 

 

 

Session 5 – Leader’s Guide Excerpts 

 (This part of Exercise 5 is best done as a large group discussion.) Ask the group the question 

posed in section A:  

“Based on what she has shared with Amy so far, which of the following are possible points 

of connection for Beth?”  

 Highlight that a point of connection is not the same thing as a common experience.  

 Emphasize that the point of connection we are seeking to identify as Christ’s witnesses is 

where Jesus’ story and the other person’s story intersect.  

• We may or may not have the point of connection in common with the person. That’s 

okay, because witnessing is about Jesus’ story not about our story. 

 Walk through each entry and ask if it is a potential point of connection based on what Beth 

has shared with Amy.  

• When a participant answers that a topic is a possible point of connection, ask them what 

they heard Beth say that indicates that it could be a point of connection.  

• Caution people when they are reading things into Beth’s story. 
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The last two entries “Guilt over sin or failures” and “Lack of guilt over sins or 

failures” are mutually exclusive. The point here is that Beth is unhappy with her 

circumstances (some of which are consequences of her sin and failures), but she 

hasn’t said anything that indicates that she has guilt.  

 

 Expect people to have divided opinions over this, especially Heart people who tend to equate 

feeling badly with having guilt over our sins. Instead of trying to address objections or 

contrary opinions, tell participants that the Case Study will address this more fully when it 

continues. 

 Move to section B of Part 2. Ask Question B [Question A.2]: 

“Considering that the Law is the starting point for someone who is not troubled by his sins, 

and the Gospel is the starting point for someone who is troubled by his sins, should Amy 

share the Law or the Gospel as a starting point with Beth? Why?” 

  

 People will vary in their responses. Expect that some people will be very adamant one way or 

the other.  

 Don’t try to resolve any disagreement. Instead, let the Case Study address the issue.  

 You can wrap up the discussion and segue into the Case Study by saying,  

“Deciding whether to share Law or Gospel as a starting point with someone can be a very 

difficult decision. Let’s see how Amy deals with this in our Case Study.” 

 

[In answer to Question C.2 consider …] 

… some key elements of how Amy shared God’s Word with Beth, especially: 

• Sharing the Law in love (not “in your face”) 

▪ Why the Law is the starting point with Beth 

▪ Using “I” statements 

▪ Quoting the Bible without chapter and verse 

▪ Avoiding theological terms (e.g., transgressions, justification) 

• Speaking of the Gospel in a general sense without rushing into it before Beth responded to 

the Law 
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Session 6 – Leader’s Guide Excerpts 

 Use the questions in Part 2 to discuss Beth’s reaction to Amy’s invitation.  

• Answers to Question A [Question A.1] may vary but should capture that Beth was 

hesitant or unsure about the invitation.  

• The consensus for Question B [Question A.2] should be that Beth is unlikely to act on 

Amy’s invitation as it stands. “I’ll think about it” is Beth’s way of safely saying “no” to 

Amy. 

• Walk through each entry in Question C [Question A.3] to identify which of the options 

for following up the invitation would be effective (and which would not). 

Remember to point out that the follow up is contextual and participants should 

consider each option from Beth’s perspective and in the context of a budding 

relationship between two twenty-something, stay-at-home moms. 

 

 




