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HAITI – Hôpital St. Croix COVID Committee in Full Operation  
Amid the political tension and the havoc, protestors are adding to the rising 
numbers of COVID cases in Haiti. Hôpital Ste. Croix is proactively taking 
preventative measures against the virus. Having formed a  COVID Committee, 
they established essential protocols that will be used across the board with 
COVID patients. This includes everything from reporting and notation, to 
designating specific rooms for outpatients who show signs of the virus. The 
Committee also determined it would be difficult to test any infected staff 
member before they returned to work due to a lack of test kits in the country 
and thus limited testing availability. Instead they have set the standard that any 
staff would need to be free of all COVID symptoms for 14 days before returning 
to work. There is still much to do but the Committee is making notable 
progress. 

KENYA - Kikuyu Hospital Struggling with Effects of COVID-19 + More   
COVID reached Kenya, but it took the government hospitals filling up before 
it reached MBF mission partner, Kikuyu Hospital. Along with the impact of 
COVID-19, the country has suffered through heavy rains, latent water illnesses 
in many people, mudslides, and locust swarms destroying crops. Kikuyu 
recently admitted their first COVID patient and are struggling to source more 
PPE for the hospital, as COVID cases continue to increase. 

KENYA - Tumutumu Hospital Chaplaincy Takes Active Role in Staff 
Well-being 
For any hospital, it is integral that the chaplaincy meets the spiritual needs of 
the hospital patients and their families. As COVID-related stressors and anxiety 
have begun to spill over onto the health workers on the front lines, Tumutumu’s 
Chaplain made a plan to minister not only to inpatients and their families, but 
also the staff. We are thankful that the gospel will be shared with those who 
have given their lives to heal. 

June 19, 2020

Your Logo/ 
information here

As COVID-19 gains a firmer foothold in many developing countries, partners across the U.S. are asking for the latest 
news from hospitals and clinics where they have a relationship. And as everyone can imagine, things change almost 
on a weekly basis. As heavyweight fighter, Mike Tyson, once famously said, “Everyone has a plan until someone 
hits them in the mouth”. All of our partners had a plan until the first COVID patient showed up or the first employee 
tested positive; it was then they suddenly figured out what they hadn’t anticipated. For example, in Haiti, most of the 
Center for Disease Control (CDC) and World Health Organization (WHO) recommendations for hospitals are based on 
immediately testing the patient or staff member. So, what happens when the country runs out of test kits and there is 
almost no availability? Now you have less plan, more panic and need a plan B. 

We thought we would provide you a COVID-19 update by taking you on a quick trip around the world. 

Partner Update



MALAWI – Managing and Conserving PPE is Essential to Partners 

One significant major issue of COVID- 19 is the availability of Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE) which protects staff while treating infected 
patients.  Masks, especially N95, are virtually unatainable and costly to acquire 
if found. This scarcity makes it essential to conserve supplies and financial 
resources in a time when revenue is down, while still safeguarding staff.   
Dr. Douglas Lungu, MBF Chief Medical Officer, is actively working with your 
partner hospitals and health workers in Malawi, and using recommended best 
practices helped create a chart for partner hospitals and clinics, helping them 
allocate PPE based on level of care provided by the employee. Now theses 
medical facilites have a better process for managment at a critical time.

DR CONGO - Reports of World’s Largest Case of Measles  
As if the growing incidence of COVID wasn’t enough there has been a 
major outbreak of measles in the country. The outbreak is a result of poor 
infrastructure, insecurity and an under-equipped public health system. The 
need to immunize is enormous but the national immunization program is 
not sufficient. Good Shepherd Hospital (MBF Partner IMCK) is serving the 
community by providing vitamin A and fighting malnutrition as its best method 
of preventing further spread of the disease. 

Unfortunately, there has been a resurgence of Ebola in three provinces in 
northwestern DRC which just adds additional stress on health workers to be 
vigilant. Adding these two existing communicable diseases to the spread of 
COVID-19 is discouraging and creates a seeming uphill battle. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFUL MINISTRY  
In the last 90 days, we have seen amazing responses from individuals and 
churches demonstrating their love and commitment to the mission of the 
Church. When you look at the colossal impact COVID has had on each of us in 
the U.S, imagine being in a place with minimal medical resources to start and 
add to that most families live day to day with their finances. Any ripple causes 
serious personal hardship and suffering. 

 
Perhaps we can put it in more perspective. In Malawi, there are only 35  
surgeons for a country with the population the size of Florida. Imagine the 
impact of your donation for PPE saving just one critically needed surgeon. It’s 
worth almost beyond our ability to perceive.   
 
On behalf of the women and children as well as the doctors and nurses you 
have served, we say thank you.  
 
For most developing countries the curve has only started. We will continue to 
work with your ministry partners and we will keep you informed as things  
progress. We would ask that you remember your partners in prayer each day. 
And if you would like to make a ministry contribution go to  
www.medicalmission.org and follow the links. 

COVID Frontlines Partner Update Continued.

Prayer Needs and Requests

2 Timothy 1:7 says, “For God has 
not given us a spirit of fear, but of 
power and of love and of a sound 
mind.”

• In Malawi, please pray for 
calm among the general 
population and wisdom 
for government leaders as 
they move forward with the 
election process. 

• In Haiti, the number of 
COVID-19 infections 
continues to rise, with over 
4,400 cases in the country. 
Pray for hospital workers 
and administrators as they 
are operating with limited 
staff due to exposure and 
quarantine. Prayer is also 
needed for the general 
population. In the last week, 
one of the largest protests 
this year was held in Port-
au-Prince. People continue 
to distrust the government 
and are not following 
recommendations to stop the 
spread of the virus. 

• In Kenya, continue to pray for 
the staff at Kikuyu Hospital 
as they navigate through 
their first encounter with 
COVID-19. Exposed staff have 
been on quarantine and so 
far not shown symptoms or 
tested positive for the virus.

• In the DR Congo, pray for 
healing for those sick. Pray 
for strength and protection 
for healthcare workers. In 
addition to COVID-19, they 
are now dealing with the 
largest measles outbreak in 
the world.

• Your MBF team and 
International partners pray 
each morning for the health 
workers around the globe, 
especially as things begin to 
reopen and “normalize”. We 
pray they are given strength 
and peace for each new day, 
and that they would be filled 
with joy. 


