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It Takes A Village
A LETTER FROM PASTORS LORI & KATS

L ast year, we heard many say, “I 
can’t wait until this year is over!” 
Halfway through 2020, we all 

eagerly awaited for 2021 because we 
began to foolishly assume that the 
pandemic would be contained to that 
year. But here we are, just a few days 
until we close out 2021, and the 
pandemic is still ongoing. 

Throughout the pandemic, each day 
felt like the one before. Sometimes, 
when we wake up to the same scenery, 
talk to the same people, sit at the same 
desk and stare at the same screen, our 
days begin to blend, and we lose track 
of our weekly rhythms. Although many 
stores have reopened for business and 
we are allowed to be with our friends 
and family, something doesn’t feel the 
same as it did before the lock-down.  

I share this with you because it slipped 
my mind that the theme for our church 
for 2021 was  New. We knew that we 
would begin gathering in person this 
year, but at the same time, we had a 
hunch that Westlight Community 
Church of 2021 would not be the same 
as the Westlight of 2019. We also knew 
that this would not sit well with many of 
us. Knowing that people find comfort in 
familiar things, we knew that the road 
ahead would be tough.  But, we knew 
that the people of Westlight would 
band together and persevere. 

In April, we announced our “Game 
Plan”—that we will begin the process of 

gathering in person safely, fluidly, and 
incrementally. While we heard of other 
churches already having in-person 
Sunday Services, we decided that our 
priority should lie with the safety of the 
most vulnerable. So, we decided to be 
above reproach by setting our guidance 
more conservative than the CDC and 
Los Angeles Department of Health. We 
want to thank Westlight’s Medical 
Advisory Team (Mitchell & Tammy 
Nishimoto , Kristen Kaneko , and 
Lorraine Shimahara).  

In May, we began our first phase, the 
Pick Up Game. We asked each person 
to prayerfully consider huddling with 
other congregants to view Westlight 
Live together. We were encouraged to 
see many people gather in their 
backyards! For some, this was their first 
time seeing another Westlighter in over 
a year! Special thanks to those who 
hosted a huddle! 

Immediately, our leaders began 
discussions regarding our second phase 
(“And One”)- to gather once a month 
for a worship service. We addressed 
safety, timing, and logistics. The 
Medical Advisory Team concluded that 
it is safe to meet in bigger groups by 
the end of June, as long as we take the 
proper safety precautions. Thanks to 
Kevin Kunisaki and Kelvin Uyeda, we 
found a temporary home for our 
worship gatherings at the Venice 
Japanese Community Center!



However, a week before our first in-person 
gathering, we learned that Richland 
Elementary School was robbed along 
with our bin. We lost over $20K worth of 
equipment (which our insurance covered 
- Thank you, Jesus!). We made new 
purchases to get ourselves up and 
running. We want to acknowledge Daniel 
Wong and Alex Ige for working tirelessly 
through this challenging season. We also 
want to thank everyone who offered us 
equipment to borrow or gave us tips on 
discounted musical gear! 

The first few And One’s required much 
fine-tuning, especia l ly on the l ive 
streaming end. Each month we made 
adjustments, and we will continue to do 
so until it meets Westlight’s standards! 
This has been particularly a difficult 
season for all our Sunday morning 
volunteers. They had to learn how to set 
up in a new location, use new equipment, 
and create a new system to check people 
in. We want to thank Christine Cheng, 
Dana Chow, Bill Conaway, Spencer Hart, 
Paul Hirose, Bruce Ishimatsu, Kathleen 
& Juliette LaGue, Karel & Steve Lee, 
Chloe Liau, Kristen & Jackson Mayeda, 
Dean Miyahira, Scott Miyamoto, Kaoru & 
Kendall Mulvihill , Tammy & Aaron 
Nishimoto, Alan Oda, Jon Kenzo Okeya, 
Valerie Omine, Linda Ozamoto, Dorothy 
Rosero, Kylie Rosero-Ozawa, Natalie 
Shih, Courtney Shojinaga, Kelvin Uyeda, 
Debbie Wong, Tim Wong, and Lynne 
Yoon (and everyone else who helped 
out!). For the rest of 2021, we will remain in 
Phase Two.  

Also, throughout the year, we’ve started 
Youth Group (Claire & Ed Lee, Kats & 
Valerie Omine, and Kendall Mulvihill), 
had a o n e - day women’s retrea t 
(Speaker: Joy Toguchi; Planners: Karel 

Lee , Linda Ozamoto , Dana Chow , 
Tammy Nishimoto, and Lori Tamura) the 
Glow had their young adults’ leadership 
retreat and began a weekly bible study 
(Chloe Liau, Courtney Shojinaga, and 
Tim Wong). Tammy Wong became a Life 
Group Leader, our KidZone leaders 
continue to mentor our children via Zoom, 
and our prayer ministry is still going 
strong! 

We also want to highlight the board 
members (Lori Tamura, Kats Omine, Alex 
Ige, Paul Hirose, Ann Kuromiya, and 
Daryl Iijima). They have helped us 
navigate through one of the most 
challenging seasons of our church. Paul 
and Alex have served their term at the 
end of this year. We leaned heavily on 
them and their wisdom. When you see 
them, please share with them your 
appreciation. 

As you can see, there have been many 
New things at Westlight. And we foresee 
more new obstacles in the future. 
However, each new trial we face gives our 
church opportunities to put our minds 
together, dream up of possible solutions, 
lean on one another, and implement 
changes through the talents God has 
given each of us. 

It’s been said that a church is more akin 
to an organism than an organization 
because it needs to evolve continually. 
This is so true about our church. We have 
amazing people at Westlight, and we 
couldn’t be prouder.  

So, from the bottom of our hearts, thank 
you. 

Experiencing Heaven Together, 
Lori & Kats



24 
Tables

We had so great conversations at our Refresh 
Tables in 2021!  Some were weekly tables, such 
as Sermon Afterparty, Prayer Adventure, and 
GLOW. We also had many “Random Tables”, 
such as recipe exchanges, book discussions, 
soaking worshiop, testimonies, sports 
discussions, drawing classes, talking about 
Disneyland… and the list goes on!

We concluded our 4-year 
journey through the Book of 
Luke in 2021! We kept 
journeying through Luke’s 
writings by jumping right into 
the Book of Acts! We talked 
about the role of women in 
God’s Kingdom, and 
deconstructed our faith! We 
studied the Book of James, 

since it was a letter written 
from a pastor to a 
congregation that was no 
longer gathering (it was 
appropriate in 2021)! 

• New Years Sermon 
• Passion Friday (Lk. 22-23) 
• New (James) 

• The Great Reversal (Lk. 
23-24) 

• Death Defeated (Easter) 
• Christianity Deconstructed 
• Aftermath (Acts 1-5) 
• Summer Sparkshorts Series 
• Do You See Her? 
• Church Chronicles (Acts 6-9) 
• Living In Between (Advent) 
• End of Year Sermon

12 Sermon Series

A. LIFE OF THE CHURCH

By the Numbers

66 Volunteers
The number of volunteers 
decreased since 2020 (84 
volunteers), since the 
majority of ministries were 
created for the height of the 
pandemic.  In 2021, most of 
the ministries were related 
to our And One gatherings 
(setting up, wiping down, 
checking in people, and 
operating equipment).
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Life Groups is core to 
the life of Westlight. 
Our growth, doubts, 
struggles, 
celebrations, and 
accountability takes 

place in these communities. Our church has 
added 2 new members in 2021. Westlight now 
has 9 Life Groups! Special thanks to our Life 
Group Facilitators!

107 People in 
Life Groups
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This year, we gained 1 new member! 
Membership numbers represent the growth 

of our church family - people who consider 
Westlight to be their home church!
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Which countries are 
downloading our sermons?

68.8% U.S.A.
17.1% China
2.3% U.K. 
2.0% Indonesia

71.6% of the people who listen/watch 
our sermons in the U.S. are from 
California.

4.8%  Oregon 
4.2% Ohio 
2.6% New York

In California: 

  

 Los Angeles  46.6% 
  Culver City     4.7% 

San Jose         4.1% 
Cypress          3.5% 
Rosemead      3.5% 
Torrance          1.9%

.ORG

www.

3530+ 
Views

8400+ 
Visitors to 

www.westlight.org

2,400+ 
Bulletin Plus Views

115 
Bulletin Plus App 

Downloaded

MORE 
NUMBERS

87 
Westlight Lives

24 
Women Attended the 

Women’s Retreat

2350+ 
Hours viewing time in 

Westlight YouTube 
Channel

67% 
Of Westlight Live 

viewers are Subscribed 
to our YouTube channel

*These numbers reflect data from January 1, 2021 to December 6, 2021. 

**Since Fall of 2020, the Safari Browser update blocks Google's web-tracking feature, which our website utilizes. This means, every 
visit to our website through the newest version of Safari (which is the default browser in Macs and iPhone) was not tracked. 

B. WESTLIGHT MEDIA

By the Numbers
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Interesting Fact: According to the stats, we have more non-Westlight 
members watching Westlight YouTube videos than regular attendees. 
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People who attended 

our AND ONE 
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When a church uses the word "invitation," it is often associated with bringing someone to 
church. Ask ten Christians, and you'll get at least nine people making that assumption. 
We want to change that. In the Bible, God doesn't invite people to a religious organization 
or a church service. Instead, he invites us to an ever-expanding movement of restoration.  

When Jesus invited the disciples to join Him on His journey, He commanded them to 
become like Him. When Jesus lowered himself to the ranks of a slave to love on the ill-
treated people, He expected them to do the same. When He walked through the most 
avoided neighborhood to show care for the marginalized, the disciples knew they were 
expected to do the same. When Jesus sacrificed Himself for the sake of love, He wanted 
the disciples to receive that love and then do the same for the people around them. 

So, Jesus loved on the people in His life, then those people loved on the people in their 
lives, and so on. So, when we think of "invitation," let's think of the creative ways we can 
love our neighbors, then invite them to join us in creating ripples of change in their lives. 

This is why the theme for 2022 is Ripples. Jesus' life, death and resurrection created 
ripples of change that we experience two thousand years later. We, Westlight Community 
Church, are invited to create our own ripples, as a community, inviting those who have 
experienced our ripples, to do the same. We are convinced that this is not a solo journey - 
we must do this as a community.  

Also, we don't want these ripples to come from an attitude of duty and obligation. We 
shouldn't invite others into God's movement because we have to or because the leaders 
told us to. We believe God wants these actions to come from a place of maturity and 
virtuous love.  

In 2022, we will continue to study the book of Acts. Paul is We will a prime example of 
someone transformed by Jesus and His ripples of change. We will then explore how Paul 
created his own ripples, just by being Paul, as he matured in his faith.  

We realized that over the years, our vision statement ("Experiencing Heaven Together") 
may have become an individualized mantra to some. Therefore, throughout next year, we 
want to focus on the communal aspect of our mission.  

Currently, we have plans on moving back to Richland Elementary School in early 2022. 
While we will put a lot of our efforts into reestablishing our physical home base for our 
community, we must not become overly focused on ourselves. We are praying that His 
love will create ripples of change in our families, workplaces, neighborhood and to the 
ends of the earth!  

We're incredibly excited for all of us to take this journey together!

THEME FOR 2022

Looking Forward


