
Booklet



TABLE
CONTENTS

Of

1. Hindsight 2020

   2. By the Numbers 
   a. Life of the Church 
   b. Westlight Media

3. Looking Forward to 2021



HINDSIGHT 20201 A LETTER FROM PASTORS LORI & KATS

L et's be honest, 2020 was not the 15th 
anniversary we hoped for. Who could 
have imagined this life-altering and 
unprecedented year?  We are 
profoundly grateful and inspired by 
Westlight's response. We have lived out 
faith in Jesus with love, authenticity, and 
resilience.   

The theme for 2020 was A New 
Humanity. We believed that God 
wanted to shape us into the people He 
originally intended us to be. 
Unfortunately, a typical pattern for 
transformation is that it is usually 
accompanied by hardship. 

We decided on this theme before the 
pandemic invaded our daily lives. As 
prophetic as it seems in hindsight, we 
sensed that God wanted us to focus on 
the idea of transformation. We can all 
agree that with the events of 2020 
(pandemic, fires, racial injustice, riots, 
divisive politics, etc.) combined with the 
Holy Spirit working in our lives, much 
was revealed about ourselves. We can 
also confess that we are not the people 
we were in 2019.  

We want to recognize what Westlight 
did in 2020 as the fruit of your character, 
courage, and fortitude in Christ.  

Amid their own shock and stress of the 
Stay at Home orders, in March, 
Westlight’s Board (Paul Hirose, Alex 
Ige, Karel Lee, Linda Ozamoto, Daniel 
Wong, and Tim Wong) quickly pivoted 

and adapted our existing vision and 
systems from an in-person to an online 
presence.  

Special thanks to Daniel Wong, Chloe 
Liau, Bruce Ishimatsu, Jordan Tamura, 
Stephen Lee, and Megan Trang for 
consistently leading us in worship on 
Westlight Live. As well as our greeters 
Paul Hirose and Bill Conaway!  

Westlight is known not just for what 
happens inside Sunday Service but also 
for the interactions that occur 
immediately after on the patio where 
we share stories and food. Thank you to 
Dana Chow for bringing Refresh online, 
with Refresh at Home, which requires a 
great deal of creativity and consistency 
week after week.  

One of our highest values is 
relationships. Alex Ige, Christine Cheng, 
Chloe Liau, and Natalie Shih created a 
space for us, in the beginning, at a 
crucial time for us to communicate and 
connect as a church family on Slack.    

Our Life Groups quickly shifted to online 
meetings thanks to our amazing group 
facilitators. We are so grateful for Karel 
Lee, Kaoru Mulvihill, Stan Nishikubo, 
Val Omine, Linda Ozamoto, Lorraine 
Shimahara, Paul Tamura, Kelvin and 
Sharon Uyeda, Jordan Tamura, Daniel 
Wong, and Tim Wong. Also, thanks to 
the young people, the Boomers were all 
able to log on successfully! In Life 
Groups, we shared in our grief and 
connected with one another.



The Prayer Team really stepped up this 
year under the leadership of Debbie Wong, 
Elaine Himeno, and Lynne Yoon. The 
Prayer Team's presence continued by 
offering Pre-Service Prayer meetings and 
Refresh at Home. Special thanks 
to Lorraine Shimahara, who, with much 
care, emailed prayer requests to the Prayer 
Chain and created a midweek prayer 
meeting! It's in these sacred spaces where 
we connected with God and one another, 
seeking His comfort and help.  

The We Care Team was created spontaneously 
from the hearts of Phebe Arlen, Christine 
Cheng, Elaine Himeno, Karel Lee, Kaoru 
Mulvihill, Linda Ozamoto, Clarice Shimahara, 
Lorraine Shimahara, Debbie Wong, and Lynne 
Yoon. This grassroots ministry was made 
possible by the many donations from the 
generous people of Westlight! At the end of this 
year, the We Care Team will pass on the torch to 
Life Groups as we expect the need for people to 
experience God's tangible love and care will 
only expand in 2021.  

KidZone, Youth Life Group and Glow went 
online! We are so grateful for Cameron Lee, 
Chloe Liau, Kanan Saito, Maryanne Goodwin, 
Nick Goodwin, Kaoru Mulvihill, Pam Ozawa, 
Kylie Rosero-Ozawa, Courtney Shojinaga, 
Lindsay Terada, Sharon Uyeda, Tim Wong, 
and Lynne Yoon 

In 2020, we continued to journey through the 
Gospel of Luke, which was so appropriate for 
cultural context as we, too, are experiencing 
racial, socio-economic, and religious divisions. 
In between our study of Luke, Westlight 
courageously focused on deepening our 
relationship with God, one another, and 

ourselves with Me & We, Fuel 
Up, Dwell and React/Respond. In every series, 
we leaned into difficult and heartbreaking 
topics. We deeply searched our hearts through 
the lens of God's love and grace and challenged 
ourselves to take responsibility for the things 
that we can control. Special thanks to Stan 
Nishikubo, Jordan Tamura, Daniel 
Wong, and Tim Wong for preaching! 

As you can see, the list of phenomenal people is 
long, and it goes on and on! There are more 
people that make Westlight shine, such as the 
creative minds who submitted ideas for a better 
online experience, the brave souls who 
vulnerably shared their stories with us, the 
people who welcomed newcomers to Westlight 
Live with a cold opening, etc. This just shows 
that Westlight's strength is its community that 
is always willing to go above and beyond! We 
are humbled and thankful.  

We also wanted to mention how much we 
miss Tim Conaway. His passion for God and 
people will continue. 

Even though this was not the 15-year 
celebration we imagined, we thank God for the 
deeper connections and understand of who 
God is and who we are in relation to Him. Thank 
you for being brave, for being you, and for 
bringing your ideas, gifts, and strengths to the 
forefront. Without you individually and 
collectively, we could not be Westlight - living 
out His love, wherever we are, no matter what.  
 

Experiencing Heaven Together, 
 

Lori and Kats



of Experiencing Heaven Together as of 
December 12. Our challenge in 2020 was to 
serve our neighbors and nonprofits. Due to the 
pandemic, we also added the option of 
donating monetarily ($10=1 hour). Our goal was 
to reach 1200 hours.

1305 
HOURS

84 
VOLUNTEERS
Thank you for 
serving one 
another!

BY THE NUMBERS2 A. LIFE OF THE CHURCH

50 
MEMBERS

This year, we gained 2 new members! 
Membership numbers represent the 
growth of our church family - people 
who consider Westlight to be their 
home church!

105 
MEMBERS
Life Groups is core to the life of Westlight. Our growth, 
doubts, struggles, celebrations, and accountability takes 
place in these communities. Our church has added 9 
new members in 2020. Westlight now has 9 Life Groups! 
Special thanks to our Life Group Facilitators!100 

PACKAGES
WeCare was born when the pandemic hit our city. This 
ministry provided a space for people to donate and distribute 
care packages to our community. 

30 
TABLES

As we quickly transitioned from physical to virtual, so 
many people volunteered to lead a Refresh Table! Some 
were weekly tables, such as Sermon Afterparty, LAMMP, 
Prayer Adventure, and GLOW. We also had occasional 
tables, such as Testimonies, Games, Sports Discussions, 
Cooking, TV Discussions, Parenting, Exercising, Crafts… and 
the list goes on! On average, there were 5-10 people at 
each table.

While we continued to inch 
through the Gospel of Luke, 
we also challenged our 
congregation with taking a 
deeper look at ourselves. We 
discovered the relationship 

between our depravities and 
the graciousness of our God. 
• Me & We 
• Table Talk 
• Fuel Up 
• Pandemic 
• Easter 2020 
• Lost & Found 
• Dwell 
• UnOrdinary 
• At the Movies 
• Homecoming 
• React/Respond 
• Christmas 2020

12 
SERMON 
SERIES

10 
MINISTRIES

Leaders shared about 
their ministries’ 
celebrations, challenges, 
and updates.



BY THE NUMBERS2 B. WESTLIGHT MEDIA* 

14,500+ 
Youtube Videos Viewed 

Moving our Sunday Services to Youtube, we saw a 
significant increase engagement to our YouTube channel. 

6900+ 
ViewsLIVE

160+
Subscribed

17,950+ 
Sermons Downloaded 

Our website is still the go-to place for sermon downloads.  
There was a 170% increase in downloads compared to 2019.

Which countries are 
downloading our sermons?

85.5% U.S.A.
4.3% China
1.8% U.A. Emirates 
1.6% Germany

1.1% France
0.8% U.K.
0.5% Japan

73.9% of the people who listen/watch our 
sermons in the U.S. are from California.

Top listeners/viewers outside of CA:

7.7%  Oregon 
3.6% Washington 
3.4% Texas

In California: 

  

 Los Angeles  51.8% 
  Torrance         2.9% 
   Culver City     2.5% 

Cypress          2.3% 
San Jose         1.6% 
Santa Monica  1.5%

.ORG

www.

3530+ 
Views

1312 
ViewsUPDATE

10,100+ 
Visitors to 

www.westlight.org**

3,421 
Bulletin Plus Views 

(iOS) 

880 
Bulletin Plus Views 

(Android) 

MORE 
NUMBERS

40 
Sundays Services  

in Quarantine

1,745 
Votes for the  

Summer Movie Series

2350+ 
Hours viewing time in 

Westlight YouTube 
Channel

55% 
Of Westlight Live 

viewers are 
Subscribed to our 
YouTube channel

*These numbers reflect data from January 1, 2020 to December 12, 2020. 

**Since Fall, the Safari Browser update blocks Google's web-tracking feature, which our website utilizes. This means, every visit to 
our website through the newest version of Safari (which is the default browser in Macs and iPhone) was not tracked. 



LOOKING FORWARD3 THEME FOR 2021

F or many, 2020 was a year of grief. We have heard some refer to this season as 
apocalyptic, divisive, and our personal favorite, dumpster fire. We like this metaphor because 
fire is often used in the Bible as a refining force.  

Contrary to popular belief, God does not destroy something as a form of punishment. 
Instead, when God is involved, destruction is usually paired with renewal. Perhaps you've 
heard the phrase, "beauty from ashes," which comes from Isaiah 61. From death, there is a 
promise of resurrection. God cannot leave darkness untouched.  

Therefore, we believe grief is the birth of something new. This is why we chose NEW as the 
theme for 2021.  

This year, we conclude The Gospel According to Luke (finally!) and begin studying its sequel, 
The Book of Acts. This book is filled with NEW ideas that are still extremely relevant to us. It 
will force us to reevaluate how we "do" church. 

We will also dive deeper into our relationships and discover how God is bringing NEW life 
there.  

We pray that all of this will bring us another step closer to Experiencing Heaven Together. We 
can't wait to journey with you on this challenging yet rewarding road that God has set for us! 


