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EXPERIENCING HEAVEN TOGETHER
In 2012, our board fasted and prayed for a fresh vision for Westlight 
Community Church. We arrived at Experiencing Heaven Together.  
These three words are the reason why we exist as a church.  Our 
teachings, Life Groups, children’s education, worship experience, and 
involvement in our communities are flavored by it. 



We are amazed and grateful every year when we write our annual 
report to you because there is so much to celebrate!  

For years, the leaders of Westlight (both pastors and lay board 
members) have shared their ideas of what a church community 
ought to look like. Every time, we keep coming back to the 
words authenticity and relationships. 

For this reason, we always focused on ministries that deepen our 
connection with God and with each other. This year, we spent more 
time training our Life Group leaders to go deeper in relationships 
(special thanks to Tim Wong), training our prayer team to discover 
fresh ways for us to hear from God (special thanks to Elaine Himeno, 
Debbie Wong, and Lynne Yoon), and some members from our 
original Life Group took a step of faith to start a new group (special 
thanks to Karel Lee, Kaoru Mulvihill, and Linda Ozamoto)! 

We also wanted to give a special thanks to all who participated in 
building homes in Culver City with Habitat for Humanity. November 
was our last build day, and we are excited that the Mulvihill family 
will be moving in early 2020. We took a poll via most of the Life 
Groups and most everyone wanted to continue to partner with 
Habitat for Humanity in 2020! We will network with Habitat for 
Humanity to help build the last four homes of the Culver City Build. 
We are grateful to Paul Tamura and his attention to detail, which 
made volunteering a pleasure for both the individual and Habitat for 
Humanity.  
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This year, we focused our sermon series on deepening our 
relationships with Jesus and with one another. We journeyed 
through Luke 9-13, spent weeks evaluating ourselves through the 
DISC inventory (led by Stan Nishikubo), explored different styles 
of prayer, and dove deep into the origins of our faith. We are in 
sincere gratitude to those who preached from the pulpit (Tim 
Wong, Stan Nishikubo, Jordan Tamura, and Daniel Wong). 

In 2020, we feel that God is leading us to explore God’s vision for 
humanity and the transformation that is required in us, through 
the theme, A New Humanity.   

Lastly, as you may have noticed, this year’s annual report is 
missing the most exciting part - the ministry reports. We believe 
that a more effective way to communicate what’s going on with 
our various ministries is to give monthly video updates during 
service. Stay tuned! 

Thank you so much for partnering with us so more people can 
experience heaven together. We are so blessed to minister with 
you! 

Experiencing Heaven Together, 

Kats and Lori
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90.3% from the USA 
3% from China 

1.8% from Japan 

Other countries include France, the UK, 
Germany, Zambia, India, Philippines, and 
Venezuela!

WESTLIGHT MEDIA 
One of the most interesting statistics of our church is 
the reach of our media. The following information 
reflects January 1st to November 30th.

4% from Oregon  |   2% from Illinois

80% 
from California 6% from Bay Area  

5% from Sacramento

85%  
from Los Angeles

to our website this year. The most visited page 
was our audio sermon page (1,234 visits). We 
had 1,538 new visitors to our website in 2019! 

8382 
visits

sermon downloaded 
a month on average

We’ve had many of our sermons accessed in 
both audio and video format (both from our 
website and podcasts). Our video sermons 
have grown by 400%!

844
views of youtube videos on our Westlight 
Community Church Youtube channel.

562

amount of times the 
Bulletin was read

With an average of 88 bulletin readers a 
week, and an additional 89 weekly views via 
email, we have more eyes on our bulletin 
than we have in attendance on a Sunday 
morning.

3888
followers on our instagram account!

115



8 Number of Life 
Groups. We started a 
new group this year!

81
Number of people in 
Westlight’s Life Group. 
The vast majority of 
our congregation is 
connected to a Life 
Group!

Amount we raised along 
w i t h o t h e r w e s t s i d e 
churches for Habitat for 
Humanity. Our goal was to 
raise $150K. In fourteen 
build days and countless 
fundraisers, we built several 
homes in Culver City.   

Two homes are completed, 
four are almost finished! 
Tentative completion at the 
end of 2019 or early 2020. 

We will continue to build 
the remaining houses (for a 
total of 10 houses).

$190K

3
BAPTIZED!

2
NEW MEMBERS!

[Untitled Christmas Sermon]

9 SERMON SERIES This year, we focused on the theme of 
being fearless. We dared to look deep 
within ourselves to discover how God 
wired us through the Walking the 
Labyrinth Together series. We explored 
the different styles of prayer through 
the Amen! series, and challenged 
ourselves to see how close (or far) we 
were to the original spirit of the Church 
through the Ekklesia series.  

At the same time, we journeyed 
through the Gospel According to Luke 
from chapters 9 - 13, as we uncovered 
the fearless side of Jesus.

1
This year, we had one Crash 
Course. We discussed the 
Unseen Realm. 

1
Celeste Ng's, Everything I 
Never Told You.

BOOK 
 CLUB

27 people attended 
Family Camp.

26 people attended 
the GLOW retreat.

22 people attended 
the Women’s 
retreat.
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For the past two years, we have been journeying 
through the Gospel of Luke. It's been long, but our 
prayer has been for Westlight to know who Jesus 
is. We hope you're beginning to catch on to Jesus' 
obsession for humanity. 

We also hope you picked up on another theme— 
how much need there is for a cure for humanity's 
brokenness. No matter how hard we try to bring 
heaven on earth, our emotions, our desire for 
comfort, our need for control, and our inability to 
choose right over wrong get in the way. For 
example, we know we need to be generous. But, 
how often have we prioritized comfort over helping 
a needy person? 

God is well aware of our depravity. The primary 
reason God sent His Spirit to dwell within us is to 
address this very issue. When the Spirit dwells 
within us, we begin to transform from the inside 
out. 

The Apostle Paul rested his entire ministry on this 
belief. He believed that our contribution to a better 
world starts with our transformation. In other 
words, we must become people who overcame 

our selfishness before we acted on God's behalf. 
He even labeled people who have experienced 
such transformation as the  New Humanity 
(Ephesians 2:15). He envisioned a world where a 
new breed of people who can love beyond social 
barriers. 

This is why our 2020 theme is A New Humanity. 
We will be exploring how God transforms us. As 
we journey through this, we also want to make 
sure that we don't rest on just being changed. We 
want to make sure that we translate this to 
tangible actions.


Our pastoral team has come up with measurable 
goals. We encourage you to take a look at the 
following list and pray to see how you want to get 
involved in experiencing heaven together!


• Have at least eight people share with the 
congregation how they are experiencing 
heaven together in their workplace, school, or 
family.


• We want to clock in a total of 1200 hours of 
community service.




