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It’s been just a little over a week since I came back from my
sabbatical and it’s good to be back in our community. We are
blessed to have great leadership and great staff which gave
me a great deal of peace in leaving for my sabbatical and it
gave me peace coming back home.
After saying that, I need to let you know of some changes
occurring specifically with the elders. Before I left for my
sabbatical, I received letters of resignation from both Michael
Miller and Shane Harkins. After returning and meeting with
Kent Neubert, he also informed me that he needs to step
down. These men have been serving as elders with a great
deal of faithfulness and wisdom. They love this church and
have invested a great deal of their time and energy over
many years bringing wisdom and invaluable insight. They
have served as elders for a long time and are each in a place
in their lives where they need to step back from that role.
They have served in extraordinary ways, some that I suspect
many of you may not fully realize.
Actually, I suspect very few really know the role, commitment
and qualities of an elder. Knowing we are needing more
elders to replace those who have stepped down, I want to
take the time to teach the church about elders and their
qualities/role and hear any of your questions. We will accomplish this at 6:30PM in the Fellowship Hall
on May 6th during a Town Hall type meeting. So, if you are interested in knowing the role of an elder
and you are part of our church community, please join me for this time.
Following our Town Hall meeting, we will begin the process, as a church family, to select new elders.
We want to know who you see having a positive spiritual influence in our church. Who do you see that
has a love for our church, a love for Jesus and allows the Holy Spirit to guide them? Who do you believe
has the scriptural qualities of an elder? We want you to indicate one or two names on a card that we will
have available by May 20th.

The elders will take those names and prayerfully consider who the Spirit is leading to be asked to
become an elder. We will contact that person and discuss with them the role and what it means. When
the process is concluded, we will present our new elders to the church .

Note: If you would prefer to receive the
First Focus by email, please send an
e-mail to fbccasper@gmail.com.
It is also available to view on our
website fbccasper.com

It’s an exciting process. I look forward to seeing who the Holy Spirit is leading to become an elder. We
will miss Michael, Shane and Kent and we acknowledge our gratitude for the leadership they have
provided. They will be part of the process in bringing new elders on board and they are also willing to be
involved in a period of transition as well.
I invite you as a church to join me on May 6th and
I encourage you to be in prayer as together we
seek who God is calling to be an elder at First
Continue to prayer for the Baptist Church.

Romanian Mission Team

We are so excited to release to you the details about our upcoming Mission Trip for the
youth. First things first, the date you need to mark on your calendar is July 15th through
the 20th. Make sure you get up out of your chair, right now and go mark that down! You
don’t want to miss this one.
So, we will begin that Sunday afternoon meeting at the church. We will launch out of here and arrive at our
destination that evening. Monday and Tuesday we will be working hard to accomplish some smaller construction
projects at our mission destination, Food For Thought. Wednesday will be a fun day, a midweek retreat at
Alcova. We will be spending the day at the lake having fun and playing in the water. Thursday will be another
day of working hard at finishing up those projects we began on Monday. This is where it gets really exciting. Friday, we will have the opportunity to finish up any of the last details on those projects but this will not be
our main focus. One thing that Food For Thought wants to improve is their connection with the community. So on
Friday evening, our finale will be a GIANT community cookout. We will have a barbecue with anyone and everyone in the neighborhood that will show up. We would love for you-yes you-to join us that evening to see what the
kids accomplished and to just connect with the community. There is no cost for you at that event - it will be
completely free for the public.
As you might have noticed and already asked the question, we are staying here in Casper for our mission trip.
Why you might ask? We believe that there is a ton of value in going on a mission trip. It is not just for the
community you reach, but also for those who go. We also believe that in America, in our own culture, missions
has become something we only do overseas, or somewhere way outside of our own neighborhood.
Mark 16:15 says that we are to “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature”. This is so
important, and I am certainly not saying that we shouldn’t do worldly missions. However, we are called to live a
life of missions, being on mission every day. Just before Jesus ascended into Heaven in Acts 1, he points out
something very interesting to His disciples. In verse 8 he says that they will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes onto them and then he says “you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth”. Jesus starts here with their own community, then spreads it out to the nations and then
the world. We want our students to see and know what it looks like to serve and love our own community here,
where we live, before we even think about going elsewhere. We have an incredible opportunity to connect and
serve and love people that are around us every day. So this is where we will begin.

Once again, I will share a newly found old love of my family, Little House on the Prairie.
As a child I watched this TV program. When my now grown children were young, we
would watch it on PBS in the afternoon. It was a great incentive for them to get their
school work done, and now with Samuel, we are watching them on DVD. I was not sure
how Samuel would react. He is of a different generation than my older children and me.
Well, he loves it! Don and I are also enjoying it once again. It has brought a refreshed
perspective on life. It is a wonderful source of wholesome entertainment for the family. I would
encourage you to take a new look at some of the older classics to watch with your family.
I also would like to encourage you as parents go to familylifetoday.com and listen to Jen Wilkin, the
author of the book Raising Alien Children. She has great insight that can help all of us in the battle to
raise children that are in the world but not of the world. As a parent of an 11-year-old, six adult children,
as well as having three grandsons, I found it helpful and encouraging. I learned a few new child raising
tips and was encouraged to keep pressing toward raising my children in the ways of God.
Wednesday night programming will end May 30th. We have learned so much this year! We made it all
the way to Revelation, the Final Battle in our Superbook lessons. Each of our lessons not only taught us
the Bible stories but showed us the historical accuracy and how we could see Jesus in each one of
them. We will have new Superbook lessons to learn from this fall. Our last service project will be making
cards and wrapping coloring books for Parklen Henderson to deliver to Denver Children’s Hospital the
next time he goes down for treatment. Please remember to keep Parklen and his family in your prayers.
It is time to start getting ready for our 3rd annual carnival, Sunday June 24th. If you would like to run
a game or have any ideas for a game, please talk to me. You can also mark
your calendar for July 22nd for our pool party. I have a great idea! We could
all start praying for nice weather for both family events!
Blessings, Diane Shaffer

Volunteer

Signups for this trip are open now. The final signup date for this trip is June 17th. The total cost for each student
is $80. This covers everything from our lodging, (we will not be returning to our homes in the evenings) main
meals, snacks and our fun lake day. We are offering an early signup discount as well! If your student is signed
up and paid for by May 20th, you will save $20. Early signup cost is only $60 so DON’T WAIT! The students will
have some info sheets coming home between now and then, so keep an eye out for those.

Appreciation

If you want to get involved with us in a bigger way, please talk to me. We would love to see how we
can get you involved!
Blessings, Beau Gamble Youth Pastor

Dinner

MOPS: Mothers of Preschoolers
meets here
the 1st and 3rd
Thursdays at 9:15AM

Are you a volunteer at FBC?
Sunday Worship

FBC Financial
Report

Youth & Children Classes /
Nursery at 10:30AM

April 1 $ 10,252.00

8:30 and 10:30AM

The Bridge between services:
brunch, coffee and fellowship

Children & Youth Ministry
Wednesday 6:30-8PM

is May 13th
For the month of May
we will collect crackers
Place them in the lobby by the
Justice Mission display.
Thank you for your generous donations!

April 8 $ 6,605.00
April 15 $ 8,007.00
April 22 $ 6,269.00

LaunchPad: Prayer 8AM Sunday morning
for all who are serving

Online Giving: To give online using your smart phone,
send 'fbccasper' to 77977 and you will receive a one-time reply
containing a link to give to FBCCasper. There is also a link on
our website to give using our giving site: Pushpay.
Please be aware that msg & data rates may apply to texts. For full terms & conditions please visit
https://pushpay.com/terms. For the privacy policy please visit https://pushpay.com/privacy.
For help reply ELP or STOP to cancel.

We love
our
kids!

FBC would not be who we are without you!
We would like to recognize all of your hard
work and dedication by serving YOU.

June 2nd @ 5:00PM
Fellowship Hall
Bring your whole family and enjoy a dinner
to show you our appreciation.
RSVP to the church office 234-6946
by May 27th

