Upcoming Events

MOPS– Mothers of

Preschoolers
meets every
1st and 3rd and 5th Thursday
at 9:15AM

Help decorate the church for
the Christmas season.
Dec. 1st at 9AM
th

Enjoy food, fellowship, speakers,
crafts and service projects.
Childcare is provided.

th

Dec. 7 and 8
Freedom Conference
Dec. 24th Christmas Eve
Services 4:30 and 6PM
Dec. 26th No Youth or
Children’s Program

Search for our Facebook page
for more information:

First Baptist of Casper MOPS Info page

We have one meetings left for this
semester on December 6th.
MOPS starts for the next semester on
January 3rd. It’s never to late to join
MOPS!

Dec. 29th Women’s Game
Night 7PM
January 7th

21 Days of Prayer and Fasting
begins at 5:30PM

First Baptist Church
514 South Beech
Casper Wyoming 82601

Join us each Sunday in
December for our sermon
series “Advent”

Contact Us
fbccasper@gmail.com
307-234-6946
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As I shared in last month's Focus article, on November 18th the Task Force met to discuss what they had learned
about the physical structure of Grace Reformed Church and to share those findings with the team. I want to let
you know how that discussion went so that you can be informed. The task force included people who have
knowledge about our current facility, finances and ministry. We asked for Grace Reformed to provide us with
some confidential information which we evaluated, and then requested additional information from them. The
consensus of the task force was that we did not see anything that would keep us from continuing to move forward
at this time.

Our Facebook page:

First Baptist Church
of Casper

Website:
fbccasper.com
Church App:
FBC Casper
Church Blog "Enter In"

Go deeper with our interactive
conversation relating to
Sunday's sermon. enterin.blog

There are still questions about how we will pay for any changes we need to make and we are working to figure
out how to provide the funds for this aspect of the transition. There are some questions about which spaces will
be occupied by our different ministries. There are some challenges because it is an older building but after the
inspections and evaluations there is nothing that would cause us to stop exploring this opportunity.
We also considered why we would make this move. Three significant reasons were mentioned. The first is simply
if we want to grow, we need more space. On Wednesday nights, with small groups, children's and youth activities
taking place, we have reached the capacity of our building. Every room is occupied including offices. On Sunday
mornings we have an average attendance of 300 with attendance on peak Sundays around 450. Church Growth
strategists say that when you reach 80% capacity you already need to be making a change. We have hit that
number many times. If we want to grow we need to expand our capacity. The move would make sense for that
reason.
It was also mentioned that if we stay in our current building and continue remodeling and repairing some of our
own aging equipment then we are looking at a similar cost, but remain where we are. The difference is that right
now we don’t have the cash to finish the current remodeling and if something breaks (like our boiler) it could wipe
us out financially. Moving allows us to receive the gift of a building and property which will allow us to sell our
current building, providing us with a monetary amount to utilize that we don’t presently have.

The third reason mentioned as to why we would move is because we are seeing God’s hand in this at every turn.
Over and over we have encountered challenges only to see a solution or a response that changes the challenge
into something that can be overcome. We have seen God in this process from the very beginning in ways that
leave no doubt that God has his hand in this. Seeing His activity has been the most encouraging aspect of this
journey.
So where are we? The final decision has not been made yet, but we have not seen anything that tells us to stop
moving forward, so we are moving forward. What I encourage you to do in this next month is continue to pray as
we seek to address financial concerns around our present giving as a church body, and what it will cost to make
this transition. I invite you also to begin preparing your hearts during this season to encounter Jesus in a new way
and then be ready to move into our 21 Days of Fasting and Prayer in January. Those 21 days will be instrumental
in determining if we will move and when we will move.
Thank you for your continued prayers. Let's continue
to move forward together. If you have any questions,
please contact me. I would love to hear from you.

Note: If you would prefer to receive the
First Focus by email, please send an
e-mail to fbccasper@gmail.com.
It is also available to view on our
website fbccasper.com

4:30 and 6PM

Devotions: This year we are providing you
with 21 Advent Devotions
beginning Dec 3 until Christmas Eve.
We will send them out each day on
Facebook and our Church APP.
Let’s prepare our hearts together for the celebration of the birth
of Jesus Christ.

FBC Financial Report

Nov. 4

$ 7,960.89

Nov. 11

$ 6,956.07

Nov. 18

$ 6,771.59

Nov. 25

$ 5,069.84

Budget (needed by 10/30/2018)

$279,271.50

Budget received

$257,437.10

Deficit

$ 21,834.40

Online Giving: To give online using your smart phone,
send 'fbccasper' to 77977 and you will receive a one-time
reply containing a link to give to FBCCasper.
There is also a link on our website to give using our giving
site: Pushpay.
Please be aware that msg & data rates may apply to texts. For full terms & conditions
please visit https://pushpay.com/terms. For the privacy policy please visit
https://pushpay.com/privacy. For help reply HELP or STOP to cancel.

December is here and I am not sure
we saw it coming. This means that
the first half of the school year is
almost over. Finals are on the
horizon and so is an extended
break. With all that is going on, it is
the perfect time to slow down and raise our awareness. We
want to encourage you to take intentional time this season
to connect with your family. Everyone knows that Christmas
is coming but the focus may be a little skewed. Join us as
we begin this season with conversations about why the
season even exists. Encourage your student to open their
eyes and look for opportunities to serve others this year.
Help them to see this season differently than they ever
have. Help them learn how to slow down, look around, and
not miss all that is happening around them.
We are so thankful for you and your support. It is an honor
and privilege to love and serve the students here at FBC.
We are so grateful for them and all that they bring to our
groups. We pray you have a blessed holiday season and a
Merry Christmas!
Beau Gamble Youth Pastor

Christmas at the Club is quickly approaching!

This event is a wonderful opportunity for our
church family to get involved in the Casper
community this Christmas.
As we prepare for this event, there are
many ways to get involved. If you are
unable to volunteer on the night of the
event, there are also many opportunities
to contribute by helping with preparation
in advance and donating supplies need
ed. Sign up sheets and comprehensive
lists of supplies needed will be available
in the foyer of the church, so please stop
and check them out!

As many of you know, on Wednesday nights we like to help
encourage a servant’s heart in our children by doing a group
service project each month. This month’s project involves
putting together gift boxes for the children whose families
will be attending the “Christmas at the Club” event at the
Boy’s and Girl’s Club on Thursday, December 20th. At the
event, parents in the community will have the opportunity to
shop for Christmas presents for their children while the kids
participate in fun activities, after enjoying a delicious meal
together. Would you consider helping your child participate in
this evening of giving by contributing small items to include in
the gift boxes? We are looking for small items for kids in a variety of age groups. Some suggestions might
include beanies, scarves, gloves/mittens, socks, markers, crayons, books, candy, post it notes, stickers, small
notebooks, hair ties…the list is only limited to your imagination! More important than the actual contribution
would be the conversation you could have with your kids about helping others, and the fun you could have
selecting a few small items to include. We appreciate our families, and love to see them grow in ways that truly
have an impact on their community. Donations will be accepted through December 12th
and may be dropped off when you drop off your kids for Sunday morning or Wednesday
night. Thank you in advance for your generosity and thank you for sharing
the gift of giving with your families!

Thank you, Diane Shaffer

Children’s Pastor

Mission Project:
Join us in collecting good,
quality wool socks, warm
hats and winter gloves to be
donated to Healthcare for the
Homeless.

Here are some of the needs we have:
Before December 20:
* Kids' craft supplies (art supplies, wrapping paper, tape,
ribbon, small magnets etc. Please see the full list in the
foyer.
* Christmas sugar cookie dough & supplies for cookie
decorating
* Help on Dec.16 making cookies
* Christmas trees & lights (these could be items on loan)
* Extra wide Christmasy ribbon with wire edges
* Large outdoor nativity scene
* Transporting large decorations & tables to the Boys & Girls
Club (Wednesday the 19th)
* Food preparation

Night of the event:
* Greeters/Friendly faces
* Serve food
* Facilitate activities for children
* Assist parents while
"shopping" (at the B&GC)
* Clean up crew

Sunday Worship
8:30 and 10:30AM

Youth & Children Classes /
Nursery at 10:30AM

For the month of December

The Bridge between services:

we will collect applesauce

Children & Youth Ministry

Place them in the lobby by the Justice
Mission display. Thank you for your
generous donations!

brunch, coffee and fellowship
Wednesday 6:30-8PM

LaunchPad: Prayer 8AM Sunday morning
for all who are serving

