
Galilee Church Vestry Minutes 

17 July 2018 

 

Present: Father Andy Buchanan Beth Bakhshi   Jodie Berndt  

 Hunter Folck  Jimmy Jordan   Peter Kraus  

 Molly Rueger  Archie Simmons  Annabelle Stiffler 

 Lee Woodard  Susan Wynne 

 

Absent: Father Patrick Bush Henry Conde   Page Miyares 

 Harry Thetford 

 

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:04 pm. 

 

Prayer:  Opening prayer was offered by Father Buchanan. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  The minutes of the 19 June 2018 vestry meeting were approved as 

corrected. 

 

Rector’s Report:   

 Jean Vinson has felt and accepted a call to ordination and is now an Aspirant.  While 

proceeding to the stage of Postulant, she must satisfy numerous requirements including:  

approval from a discernment committee, Galilee’s clergy, and Galilee’s vestry; serving at 

another parish; approval from other clergy; and passing various evaluations.  She has already 

been approved by the discernment committee and Galilee’s clergy, and vestry approval 

signatures were provided during the meeting. 

 Total Sunday attendance has improved and average Sunday attendance has increased. 

 The youth group and leaders arrived safely in Uganda and have begun their mission 

work. 

 Upcoming parish activities include the Alpha Course in the fall, small group classes for 

group leaders in September, and a parish trip to Washington, DC in October; Father Buchanan is 

also considering organizing another overseas trip. 

 At the General Conversion of the Episcopal Church, it was decided that the Book of 

Common Prayer would not be revised at this time. 

 

Senior Warden’s Report: 

 The fund-raising project for the restoration of the sanctuary was tremendously successful; 

exceptional efforts by the co-chairs, committee, clergy and support personnel were praised.  

Parishioners celebrated the success and conclusion of the campaign on 8 July, enjoying a 

combined worship service and reception.  The project’s financial goal was exceeded and 

participation was strong; 295 pledges or one-time payments were received, constituting 



84% participation.  The financial committee will continue to work on this project, primarily to 

monitor and ensure cash flow to fund upcoming work. 

 Molly Rueger made two recommendations to provide a system of checks and balances 

for determining choices within renovation work:  (1) that the church consider hiring a consultant, 

knowledgeable in large-church renovation and décor, in order to ensure optimal choices of 

materials, colors, etc. and (2) that Junior Warden Hunter Folck form and head a committee of 6 

parishioners to evaluate and approve choices.  Molly will pursue the viability of hiring a 

consultant, primarily in terms of cost and availability, and Hunter will work on forming the 

committee. 

 Jessica Langley will assume directorship of the Galilee Montessori School in January of 

2019, replacing Meghan Stufflebeem. 

 The Vestry Nomination Committee should begin work in August.  Retiring vestry 

members who will be members of this committee are Jodie Berndt, Jimmy Jordan, Archie 

Simmons, and Molly Rueger.  The committee is also normally comprised of four additional 

parishioners, and vestry members were encouraged to suggest names of individuals whom they 

feel would be valuable members of this committee. 

 Richard Corner and Molly are discussing the possible development of a security policy 

for Galilee.  The Diocese does not have a security policy and thus offered no guidelines. 

 Regarding the Ocean Hills fence/gates/gate locks issue, it was determined that the 

problem could not be resolved during a meeting between the two concerned residents and Galilee 

personnel (Molly Rueger, Henry Conde, and Hugh Patterson).  A letter will be sent to the 

affected residents advising them of Galilee’s plans which could include installation of an 

additional fence on Galilee property. 

 

Junior Warden’s Report: 

 Work completed on the building and grounds during June was primarily routine. 

 A concern regarding the structural soundness of the sanctuary balcony was expressed by 

a parishioner.  To address this concern, an evaluation of the structural element of the balcony 

was made by Carter Sinclair of SPC Structural who subsequently reported the good news that the 

balcony was actually over-engineered and could support more people that it could hold. 

 The original 1956 architectural blueprints for the church were digitized through scanning, 

thereby making them more useful and accessible. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 Pledged revenue was slightly above budget for June but remains below budget for the 

year; this is likely a timing issue.  Revenue from GMS tuition was significantly above budget for 

the month and is now only slightly below for the year.  Total revenue for June was above budget 

by $19,247 and by $41,327 for the year.  Total expenses were approximately $25,000 above 

budget for both the month and year. 



 All information regarding the pledges and payments for the sanctuary project will be 

obtained so that cash on hand can be determined and the possible need for a loan can be 

considered.  This is important since many parishioners have opted to make pledge payments over 

4 years while the majority of the renovation work will be completed in 2019.  Reminders of 

pledge payments due will be sent to parishioners. 

 The financial audit is still ongoing but nearing conclusion with only minor outstanding 

items. 

 

Old Business: 

 The Douglass Patterson Committee has found hosts and leaders for several of their 

anticipated small groups and is determining the best way to invite parishioners to participate. 

 

New Business:  None. 

 

Liaison Report:  None. 

 

Adjournment:  The business meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm.  The meeting was followed by 

faith sharing. 

 

Faith Sharing:  Peter Kraus 

 

Next Meeting:  21 August 2018 


