
Galilee Church Vestry Minutes 

18 June 2019 

 

Present: Father Andy Buchanan Father Patrick Bush   

 Beth Bakhshi Jennifer Fernandez   Peter Kraus  

 Page Miyares (Registrar) Jamie Rawles (Sr. Warden) Steve Scoper 

 Lee Woodard  

 

Absent:     Henry Conde, Gerrit Benson, Hunter Folck, Annabelle Stiffler (Jr. Warden),  

 Harry Thetford (Treasurer), Susan Wynne 

 

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm. 

 

Prayer:  Opening prayer was offered by Father Buchanan. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  The minutes of the 21 May 2019 vestry meeting were approved as 

written. 

 

Rector’s Report:   

 Although an increase in cumulative attendance at worship services was anticipated, 

attendance so far this year has been flat.  Summer attendance is not expected to show an 

increase, especially since services are not being held in the sanctuary. 

 After 2 weeks of worship services being held in Jordan Hall and Tucker Hall, all is going 

well; several minor problems are being resolved. 

 The vestry approved the appointment of the following Diocesan Council delegates and 

alternates:  Delegates Hugh Patterson, David Wynne, Gerrit Benson, and Robin Rawles; and 

Alternates Sandy Burroughs, Jamie Rawles, and Dee Oliver (one alternate has not yet been 

appointed). 

 Father Buchanan has completed his service on the search committee for the new 

Diocesan Bishop.  From 40 applications considered, 5 candidates were selected; however, 1 

candidate withdrew, leaving a slate of 4 candidates to be presented. 

 Due to decreased participation within the Youth Ministry, primarily from high-school 

youth, the vision and work of the Youth Ministry will be re-evaluated to determine how to 

strengthen its effectiveness.  Organizing and functioning as small groups and dealing more with 

in-depth discussion as opposed to entertainment were suggested.  The middle-school youth 

program is well-attended and functioning effectively. 

 

Senior Warden’s Report: 

 Drew Landsperger, Galilee’s new accountant, was introduced to the vestry. 



 Bonnie Wheeler, chairperson of the Missions Committee, feels that it would be helpful if 

the vestry interacted and communicated more with this committee.  They manage large sums of 

money to fund the church’s missions and outreach, and members feel that more oversight is 

needed; they would also like additional committee members, especially younger parishioners.  

The vestry agreed with these suggestions, and several members offered to provide more 

interaction with and increased visibility of this important ministry. 

 The Senior Warden requested that vestry members provide him with at least 1-week’s 

prior notice of any new business that they would like to discuss at vestry meetings. 

 

Junior Warden’s Report: 

 Work performed during the past month was routine, including:  inspections of the kitchen 

stove hood, sump pump, and backflow preventer; repair of sprinkler heads; and sanding/finishing 

of the main side-entrance doors. 

 The Galilee/Pacific Avenue intersection will not be blocked during the Cavalier 

Hotel/Pacific Avenue street project. 

 The Sanctuary renovation is on-schedule.  The organ has been relocated to the balcony, 

pews and flooring have been removed, and ceiling work is underway.  A large time-table has 

been developed and posted to apprise parishioners of the work completed/in-progress/upcoming.  

A video of the work will be shown monthly to the congregations at worship services and will 

also be available via the church website; a monitor in the Commons area shows on-going work. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 Total revenue sources for the month and year-to-date (YTD) were above budget by 

approximately $6,600 and $94,500 respectively. 

 Total expense sources for the month and YTD were below budget by approximately 

$1,000 and $3,000 respectively. 

 Pledge revenue received for the month was slightly below budget by approximately $60 

but is above budget for the YTD by nearly $13,000. 

 Tuition revenue from Galilee Montessori School was above budget for the month and 

YTD by approximately $7,900 and $30,500 respectively. 

 As of 31 May 2019, contributions totaling $915,045 have been received for the Sanctuary 

renovation project.  Pledged revenue has been received faster than anticipated; however, this 

could be due to the change in the tax code for the deduction of charitable contributions.  

Payments might not continue at this accelerated pace. 

 Work continues on incorporating a line item for the sanctuary budget into the overall 

church financial sheets.  The Finance committee will discuss the accounting for the sanctuary 

project at its next meeting.  The line-of-credit established by UBS is in place to be accessed if 

needed. 

 

Old Business:  None. 



 

New Business:  None. 

 

Liaison Report:  

 Beth Bakhski, liaison for Christian Formation, introduced David Wynne who provided 

information regarding Galilee’s library ministry.  The library primarily offers middle-of-the-road 

material, emphasizing accepted masters and Episcopal and Anglican material, and serves as a 

resource for both lay and scholarly inquiries.  The content has grown to about 3,200 works and is 

one of the largest collections in the Diocese; material is often donated by parishioners and 

occasionally purchased.  A lighted Bible collection includes a prayer book from 1805, the 

library’s oldest piece.  Surplus materials are offered to small parishes within the Diocese.  The 

library ministry supports the church’s adult forums, classes and other ministries by providing 

relevant material which can be checked out.  The room also functions as a meeting area. 

 Steve Scoper, search committee member for the Contemporary Worship Director, stated 

that interviews for the position continue.  One strong candidate will lead Galilee’s contemporary 

worship on 23 June.  A good support team has formed as new talent is utilized during the 

interim.  Some 11:00 choir members expressed concern regarding the future of the traditional 

choir.  Father Buchanan had talked with the choir previously, assuring them that though Gustavo 

was leaving at the end of July, an interim organist would be available through the 

September/October timeframe.  He also stated that hiring a permanent organist was not practical 

until the completion of the sanctuary renovation so that candidates could experience the organ 

and musical setting and acoustics within the sanctuary. 

 

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm and was followed by closing prayer by 

Father Bush and faith sharing. 

 

Faith Sharing:  Peter Kraus 

 

Next Meeting:  16 July 2019 


