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PREMARITAL WORKBOOK             Session 4  
 

             INLAWS 
 

 
 

REQUIRED BY SESSION 4 
 

1. On your own paper, please answer the questions on pg. 88 for the study by Pastor Ed: 

A Closer Look at Creation 

2. The Two Shall Become One   by John and Rynner Mann 

Chapter Eight:  In-laws 

3. Please read and answer the section on In-laws found on pages 89-91. 

4. Memorize Genesis 2:24. 

5. Complete the Study Verses and Pray through the listed verses on pages 92-98. 

*Make sure your parents have completed and returned the In-laws forms to the church 

 

Checklist for the month: 
a. Continue praying for the Lord’s guidance in your relationship. 

b. Be diligent in taking the time to complete your budget. 

c. Pray about your financial stewardship. 

d. Pray for your future In-laws. 

e. All gowns should be fitted for the last time. 

f. Engagement pictures should be taken, if desired. 

g. Purchase gifts for attendants and fiancée. 

h. Start compiling a list of gifts received.  It is best to write thank-you notes right away rather 

than waiting. 

i. Be sure that you have all desired wedding accessories (i.e., ring bearer’s pillow, guest book-

choose a reliable person to be responsible for it, candles, etc.). 
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This Homework is Due at Your Appointment 
 

Please write your answers individually on your own paper 

 

A CLOSER LOOK AT CREATION (CD 0103) 
 

1. Do you believe that God created the world?  See Hebrews 11:6 
 

2. What words did God speak at both the end of creation and the end of  redemption? 
 

3. Do you see yourself as sanctified by God?  See 2 Timothy 2:20-22 

 

4. What is your frame made of?  What does that mean to you? 
 

5. Complete the following sentences: 

  

Freedom always has its ___________.   

 

The creature is always accountable to its ________________.   

 

True ______ is never forced, it is always given ____________. 

 

6. What does fellowship do for your walk? 
 

7. What happens to those who wait on the Lord? 
 

8. What are the four keys to a successful marriage? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Your In-Laws 
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Your parents have a very prominent place in your life because they have raised you and taught you 

many things throughout your lifetime.  Your parents love you and you love them.  However, because 

of your upcoming marriage, your relationship with your parents must now take on a new 

dimension. 
 

I. How Will Your Relationship Be Changed? 

Your relationship will now be based on the principle taught in Genesis 2:24.  “Therefore a 

man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one 

flesh.”  The Hebrew word for leave means to forsake, leave off, or refuse.  This verse teaches 

that a man or woman who marries should forsake the controlling ties of his previous family 

and must now establish a new family unit.  The Hebrew word for joined means to stick like 

glue, cleaves to, or pursue closely.  The overall point of this passage is to show couples that 

the purpose of their marriage is to establish a new and independent family that is separate 

from their previous one.  Genesis 2:24 is also quoted in the New Testament in Matthew 

19:5.  Since Jesus expounded on this passage this proves that “leave and join” principle is to 

be applied to all marriages in general. 

The chain of command in a family should be as follows:  both husband and wife are to 

submit themselves to Christ as their head, the wife should acknowledge her husband as her 

head, and the children should submit to their parents.  “But I want you to know that the 

head of every man is Christ, the head of woman is man, and the head of Christ is God” (1 

Corinthians 11:3).  The in-laws should now take a secondary position to the marital 

relationship of this new family. 

What about honoring your father and mother?  First, this is primarily an exhortation that is 

to be fulfilled in the context of children growing up in the home.  Children are to respect and 

obey their parents.  You should also continue to respect and honor our parents, but in a new 

context.  You must always show a special attitude of love and respect for your parents, but 

this will in no way have anything to do with decision making or control of your new family.  

Honoring your parents must be taken in the context of the Genesis 2:24 principle. 
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II. What Happens When You Allow Your Parents to Interfere and Control the   Decision-

Making Within Your Marriage? 

Your spouse will feel betrayed and will think you are more interested and concerned in 

what your parents think than you are about his or her concerns.  When you place your 

parents before your mate you have failed to honor your spouse (1 Peter 3:7).  The word 

honor in this context means to value or to esteem as precious.  Both a husband and a wife 

must show this supreme honor to one another above all other individuals.  Therefore, this 

question of honor is ultimately an issue of who is to be honored first.  Again, the Genesis 

2:24 principles must take precedence in all your decisions. 

If the Genesis 2:24 principle is violated, a wall will begin to be built between you and your 

future spouse because of the failure to honor one another.  Unless this sin is acknowledged 

and resolved it will continue to divide you.  Many other conflicts will spin off from this 

division between you simply because your spouse won’t believe he or she is the priority of 

your love.  Therefore, your fiancée must now become the priority over all others with 

respect to your love and all decision making. 

III. How Should You Handle Conflicts With Your In-laws? 

You should follow all the basic principles laid out in Scripture regarding how to resolve 

conflicts. See Matthew 18:15, Mark 11:25-26, and Matthew 7:5. 

It is usually best to have the blood relation initiate the conversation regarding a conflict 

with his or her own parent, one on one.  If your parent has a conflict with your future 

spouse, it is best for you to be present and initiate the conversation in seeking 

reconciliation.  This shows the parent that you are united with your spouse in desiring to 

see this problem resolved. 

A. Some Do’s and Don’ts! 

1. Don’t share your personal marital conflicts with either of your parents.  Your future 

spouse will see this as an invasion of your marriage covenant.  If these personal 

issues are shared with your parents it is very easy for your spouse to begin thinking 

that your parents are taking sides in the dispute.  This will alienate all parties 

concerned.  It is best to get some objective outside counsel from someone other than 

your parents who will keep confidential all that you share. 

2. Don’t allow your parents to verbally belittle or put your mate down.  You must 

reprove your parents if this occurs. 

3. Don’t allow your parents to dictate or interfere with how you are raising your 

children.  Ask their advice if you desire, but you and your spouse must ultimately 

agree together about how all parenting should be done.  If your parents give you any 

unsolicited advice, here is an example of how to respond to them.  This response will 

not offend them, but will help them to see the new relationship that exists.  Say, 
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“Thank you for your advice and concern.  I will discuss your ideas with my (husband 

or wife) and we will let you know what we’ve decided.”  This kind of a response 

establishes the separation that exists between you and assures your spouse that he 

or she is first in your eyes.  

4. Don’t allow your parents to interfere or control any internal aspect of your 

marriage.  Use the above response for any issue that comes up.  

Be sure to always communicate to your parents your commitment and concern that 

your future spouse be respected as your top priority.  Verbalize to them your desire 

to never offend your future spouse over any of these issues.  This again helps your 

parents to understand the new relationship that exists.  

Be sure to also communicate to your parents your continued love and respect for 

them and their sacrifices in raising you.  This is what parents need to know and hear 

from their children. 

5. Do make sure that you spend adequate time with your in-laws on special occasions 

so they will not feel put out of your life.  The only exception to this encouragement is 

if your in-laws are controlling and manipulating to the point that the same conflicts 

seem to arise between you over and over again.   If your in-laws refuse to make the 

necessary changes and refuse to treat you as an adult, with a life of your own, you 

may have to restrict your visits with them, or in extreme cases, not see them at all. 
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Study Verses and Prayers: 

In-Laws 

 
When discussing the issues of family, the one you and your fiancée are building and the one you 
were raised in, it is important to evaluate God’s word.  Family matters tend to be very emotional, so 
please review Genesis 2:24.  Memorize this verse. 
 
Exodus 18 talks about a son and his father-in-law.  Who are they?     

             

            

What kind of relationship do these two men have?        

             

What type of relationship do you have with your in-laws-to-be? Explain.    

             

             

            

When did the father-in-law approach his son-in-law?        

            

Where did their reunion take place?          

             

Why do you think Zipporah was with her father and not with her husband all that time?  

             

             

             

How did Moses respond to Jethro’s advice?         
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How do you take your in-laws advice?         

             

             

             

What boundaries do you and your fiancée have in place to truly “leave and cleave”?    

             

             

             

           

Are there any challenges that you are facing in this area right now?      

             

             

            

Do you defend and build up your fiancée when speaking to your family? This is a pretty important 

issue at the heart of your relationship.  So, talk to your fiancée and list ways s/he can support 

around the family that you will be marrying into. 

 

His answer:            
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Her answer:            
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Harvesting the Word 
A Guide for Personal Devotions 

 
Always begin with prayer. Confess sin and ask God to give you a teachable spirit. (1John 1:9)  

Always read the verse(s) you will be harvesting in their complete context. Read the entire chapter 
or the paragraphs before and after your verse(s). 

 

What does the passage say? (Hebrews 10:16) 

1. Read the passage or chapter thoroughly. 

2. Re-write in your journal the verses that you will be studying. 

3. If you are Harvesting a large passage summarize into one or two brief sentences. 

(Who is speaking? What is happening? Where is it taking place?) 

 

What are the lessons in this passage? (Psalms 119:27&34) 

1. Go back verse-by-verse and look for the lessons. 

2. Ask yourself: Is there a command to obey? A promise to claim? A warning to heed? 

An example to follow? Etc. Then write these things in your journal. 

 

How does this passage apply to me? (Psalms 139:23-24) 

1. Read the lessons you just wrote out; now examine your heart. 

2. For each lesson write out as many personal application questions as you can. 

Example: Do I…?  Have I…?  When have I…?  Can I…? 

 

Prayer to the Lord. (Psalm 119:169-170) 

1. Keeping the lessons and questions you asked yourself in mind write out your prayer 

to the Lord. 

2. Ask the Lord to do this work in your life. Confess any sin you have been convicted of.  

 

The Lord’s response. (Psalm 85:8) 

1. Wait quietly on the Lord. 

2. Now begin to write what the Lord reveals to your heart about the lesson. The Lord 

speaks to each of us differently. He may impress a scripture upon your mind, just a 

thought, or a song in your heart, etc. Write out whatever comes to your mind after 

you have prayed. 
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Example: Proverbs 3:5-6 

 

What does this passage say? 
 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.” 

 
What are the lessons in this passage? 
The Lord wants me to trust in Him with all of my heart. He doesn’t want just 
part of my heart, but all of it. I am not to lean on my own opinions, experience, emotions, or feelings. I 
must acknowledge God in everything that I do. He must be the center in all of my ways. When I walk in 
this way, God will direct my path. He will show me which way to go. 

How does this apply to me? 
Do I trust in the Lord? Am I giving Him all of my heart? Do I hold back certain areas? Am I relying on 
my own feeling and experiences? Is He the center of all areas of my life? Do I walk in His ways? Is He 
directing me? Am I admitting His existence and truth in everything? 
 
Prayer to the Lord 
Oh Lord, forgive me for not trusting you in certain areas of my life. Forgive me for letting my emotions 
and feelings rule over me at times. I want to see your truth and existence in every area of my life. I 
don’t want to go down the wrong path. Please lead and guide me in Your ways. Your path is straight 
for me. I need you so much, Lord. Thank you for your precious words and promises for me. Your way is 
the only way! You alone are the way, the truth and the life. 
 
The Lord’s response. 
You can trust me my child. I am your good shepherd. I long to show you My paths and direct you in My 
ways. You must stop yourself from leaning on your feelings and emotions. You must get your strength 
and direction from my word alone. I am all you need. Trust Me My child and follow me. 

 

(Harvesting Method Developed by Peggy Kravig, Calvary Chapel of Downey) 
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Now read the book of Ruth. Please Harvest the verses listed (see end of this section for more 
details) Write out Ruth 1:16-17.          
             
As you read this passage, is there a warning, an encouragement, or a promise listed?  What is it? -
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________        
             
    
In response to your answer in the previous question, write out the promise here in the form of a 

question to yourself. (ex. How committed am I to my fiancée’s family?)    

             

             

             

           

 

Write out a prayer to the Lord about your relationship to your in-laws and how to make it all that 

God intends. 

His prayer:            

             

             

             

              

Her prayer:            

             

             

             

              

 

Ruth was righteous and virtuous woman.  How did the Lord honor her faith in Him? (See Matthew 

1:5, Luke 3:32, Ruth 4:17)           

             

             

             

             

           

Summarize all that you have learned by studying Ruth      
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Now, take time to pray over Genesis 2:24 and Ruth 1:16-17, that the Lord may reveal the balance 

that you ought to have with your in-laws.  Write out the Lord’s response here:    
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Calendar for the month of:            
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
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