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thank You
This is not a book based on guilt.  What you read on these 
pages should confirm that your serving matters a great deal.

My goal here is not to get you to sign up for something new,
spend more hours at the church, or serve more.

You are already giving your time, so I want to say thanks.

I want to say thanks because you have decided to leverage your
time and talents for a greater purpose.  I want to say thanks 
because what you’re doing has an eternal impact.

You may or may not realize it, but God designed you to serve. 
You were hard-wired to make a difference.  You are uniquely
designed, on purpose.

Maybe you signed up to serve because you saw a need. Or 
maybe you felt a deeper urging to make an impact somewhere.
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Either way, you’re serving. You are helping. You are making a 
difference.  And we are better because of it.

I’m not going to ask you to go to the next level or give more
time. There is no agenda here – only appreciation and 
gratitude.

My goal is to help you see how God views serving. I
hope to help you see that what you’re doing isn’t just meeting
a need, but fulfilling a deep calling in your life. I hope what you
find on these pages opens your eyes just a little bit more to why
serving matters so much.

I want to help you understand what happens when you serve.

thank You.
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Chapter one 

1
God in Action

GOD
SHOWS

UP
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Once upon a time—a long, long time ago—there was nothing....
except God.  And to God, this nothing was a blank canvas.  It’s 
as if nothing was waiting on God to turn it into something.

And that’s exactly what God did.  He reached into the world 
and spoke.  And everything we know, see, taste, feel and love 
was the result.  He created light, matter, earth, water, plants, 
animals, and planets, just to name a few.

then he Created us.

Pretty impressive, isn’t it?  It’s a picture of what happens when 
God looks down and speaks into our world. Big stuff happens.  
Stuff happens that people talk about for generations to come.

Then the story takes a tragic turn.  Adam and Eve rebel against 
God.  They fall and take God’s beautiful world down with them.  
Paradise is lost and perfection is ruined.  God’s best is tossed 
aside, and humanity was left waiting and wondering, “Have we 
blown it?  Is God gone forever?  Will this ever be made right 
again?”

But God didn’t leave forever.  In fact, He didn’t leave at all.  
Just a few generations later, He reached into the world and 
spoke again.  And once again, big stuff happened, and we’re 
talking about centuries later.  God visited an old man and said, 
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“Abraham, I know this is hard to believe, but I’m about to start 
something new.  I’m going to make a great nation out of you.  
The people of that nation are going to be my people, and I will 
be their God.”

This was a history-changing moment.  God was there with a 
plan.  He talked about the future using phrases like my people 
and with me.  And so it began.  Abraham had a son, a nation, 
and then eventually, a promised land.  And to everyone’s 
amazement, God actually lived with this nation called Israel.  
Not since Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden had God made 
His home among mankind.

Israel grew, prospered, and expanded.  

It was a testimony to everyone. When God shows up, nothing 
stays the same, and things never go back to the way they were.  

And people talk about it, sing about it, and write stories about 
it for generations to come.

So by now you’re picking up on the theme of the story—when 
God shows up, it’s amazing!  Life-changing, world-changing, 
big stuff happens!  We haven’t even gotten to the coolest part 
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yet.  Up to this point, God showed up at a distance.  No one 
could see Him face-to-face, no one could touch Him, very few 
people talked to Him directly, and He was rarely heard audibly.  
Sure, He would send messages through dreams, angels, or a 
burning bush.  

But even in his most present 
moments, he Was still hidden.  

There was still a veil between Him and us. . . until a baby was 
born.  And that’s when the story really gets incredible!  This 
is what God had been planning all along—to personally enter 
our world.  To be with us face-to-face.  No more separation, no 
more distance, and no more veil.  

Now Jesus lived among us, and He showed us the way to have 
a relationship with the Heavenly Father.  A relationship that 
could be characterized by intimacy and closeness—adjectives 
that remind us of the way Adam and Eve must have walked 
with God before sin.

Jesus carried the title God With Us, meaning God in a body 
with human flesh and bones.  And if you haven’t read the 
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a relationship 
that Could Be 
CharaCterized 
BY intimaCY and 
Closeness.
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Gospels for yourself, you can imagine the amazing things that 
followed.  The blind had their eyes opened.  The deaf had their 
hearing restored.  The paralyzed and crippled stood up and 
danced.  The sick became healthy.  The hungry were fed.  Even 
the dead were brought to life!  No one had ever seen miracles 
like that.

When He spoke, it was as if he knew the hearts of men.  Almost 
as if He created them!  His words gave life, set people free, and 
shed light into a dark world.

But he didn’t stop with His words.  What He did altered all of 
history.  He died on a cross and rose from the dead, not just 
for the nation of Israel, but for everyone throughout all time.  
Through Jesus, the broken can now be healed, the lost can 
now be found, the captives can now be set free, the guilty can 
now be forgiven, and the dead can now be raised to life.  And 
it summarizes what happens when God shows up: the world is 
never the same, and people never stop talking about it.

Why all this back-story?  You need to know what has happened 
up until the moment you decided to serve.  God has been 
showing up and changing the world.  And He’s not done 
yet.  He’s still showing up in your world, your city, your 
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neighborhood, your office, your family, etc. He has invited you 
to get involved and play a role.

You see, after Jesus died and rose from the dead, He went 
back to be with the Father.  And I imagine His followers were 
thinking, “This isn’t good.  Who’s going to do the healing, 
leading, teaching, preaching, and vision-casting now?  With 
Jesus gone, what’s the plan?”  A few years later the Apostle 
Paul, writing to Christians in the same generation, said 
something that should change our lives, if we are Christ-
followers.  It should change our schedules, how we go to 
church, and what we do with our resources.  Check it out:

 “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part 
of it.”  - 1 Corinthians 12:27

The Apostle Paul, who penned this verse, extends a huge, 
incredible invitation: “You all remember Jesus, right?  He was 
God in a body.  Now it’s your turn.  You are summoned to be 
the hands, feet, voice, face, arms, legs, ears, and eyes of God 
Almighty.  Your presence is requested along side of the Father 
as He heals, leads, meets needs, comforts hearts, binds up 
wounds, saves souls, restores families, changes minds, and 
transforms futures in this world.”

God has Been 
shoWinG up 
and ChanGinG 
the World  
and he’s not 
done Yet.
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God has Been 
shoWinG up 
and ChanGinG 
the World  
and he’s not 
done Yet.
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But What does that have to do 
With You?

That’s what hanging out with 3rd graders, teaching Sunday 
school, greeting people at the door, and serving food in the 
soup kitchen is all about.  It’s not about doing something 
nice—it’s about doing something life-changing.  It’s about God 
showing up.  

People all over the globe are wondering, “where is God?”  The 
answer is, “In you.”

You are His hands and feet.  You show up because God showed 
up.

So if you want see how big God is, and if you want to see Him 
move in your city, town, church, neighborhood, or workplace, 
then keep serving.  Serving is an invitation to be the body of 
Jesus—to be His hands and His feet.  Serving is an opportunity 
to see God show up.  And if there’s anything we’ve learned 
from this history lesson, it’s that when God shows up, big stuff 
happens.  The world is never the same.  And people can’t stop 
talking about it.

What happens when you serve?  You get to experience God in 
action. You get to see Him move.
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Chapter tWo 

2
You Are a Compelling Force

YOU
 BECOME 

A LIGHT
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In His most famous sermon, commonly called The Sermon on 
the Mount and delivered thousands of years ago, Jesus stood 
on a hillside and spoke.  

People were clamoring for His attention.  His popularity was 
growing rapidly.  Men, women, and children traveled long 
distances to hear His words or experience His miracles.  

And it’s in this sermon that Jesus launches what would one day 
be called the church.  So it’s a big moment.

Jesus is estaBlishinG the identitY 
oF the ChurCh movinG ForWard.  

He looks at the crowd and says:

 “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be 
hidden.” Matthew 5:14

You are.  The Light of the World.

You are.

What an incredible thing for Jesus to say.  He doesn’t say “I 
am the light of the world.”  No, He basically says “This one’s on 
you.”  Then He references a city on a hill.  Have you ever flown 
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at night and approached a city off at a distance?  Did you notice 
how the city lit up the sky?  If you were in an aisle seat, possibly 
you leaned over to catch a glimpse out the window.  That’s what 
people do when light bursts out of darkness—they look.

Think of it this way.  When the power goes out at your house 
and someone grabs a candle, where does everyone sit?  If 
you’re camping on a dark night and someone starts a fire, 
where do people gather? 

In the same way that someone starts a fire on a camping trip or 
lights a candle in a dark house, you are instructed to be a light.

Do you know someone who’s very sick, going through a nasty 
divorce, or discouraged over a lost job?  Does their world 
seem a little dark right now?  Maybe you know someone who’s 
making terrible decisions.  You see them hurting themselves or 
the people around them, and they don’t even notice.  It’s as if 
they’re living in darkness.  Or maybe you know someone who’s 
intelligent or eloquent, but when it comes to things of God, 
they just don’t know.  They’re just…well, in the dark.  That’s 
what Jesus was referring to—a world full of darkness.  Today, 
our world is in darkness.

And Jesus sends you into that world.
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“

You are 
the liGht oF 
the World. 
a CitY on a 
hill Cannot 
Be hidden.
mattheW 5:14  



16 17

“
In a world where the power’s out, you have a flashlight.  Not 
because you’re perfect, because you have it all together, or 
because you’re better than anyone.  But because you’ve met 
Jesus, which means you’ve encountered the Inventor of light.  

Funny thing is it has little to do with you and everything to do 
with Him.  

in a World Full oF people         
Who are hurtinG, You knoW            
the healer.  

In a world full of people looking for answers, you’ve met the 
Teacher.  In a world full of people starving for purpose, you’ve 
trusted the One with a plan.  In a world full of people who are 
dying, you have a relationship with the Man who rose from the 
dead.  It’s not about you.  After all, you were once in darkness, 
too.  But you met Jesus, He gave you a flashlight and said, 
“Shine it.  Be the light of the world!”

and You.  said.  Yes.

Church is not about your favorite songs, your favorite speaker, 
or programs that can cater to all your needs.  

It’s about the fact that the world is in darkness and it           
needs light.  
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And you have it.  And you’ve chosen not to hide it or keep it to 
yourself.

That’s why your decision to serve is such a big deal. 

let me saY it aGain.  Your deCision 
to serve is a BiG deal.

The Bible talks a lot about how powerful the idea of church is.  
It’s a place where people maintain their unique individuality, 
but also discover the incredible strength they can find—and 
impact they can make—when they work as one.

In addition, there’s a level of intimacy and spiritual growth that 
you can only experience when you take this risky but vital step 
in your walk with God.
  
Throughout the Bible, it’s clear that God wants us to serve.  
Like any other command of His, when we obey it, we live 
more fulfilled lives.  So when Jesus—who was fully God—said, 
“you are the light of the world,” He was pointing the way to 
contentment. Maybe you do get something after all.

What happens when you serve?  You become a a compelling 
force.  You have joined with other believers to make church a 
compelling force. 

YOU HAVE 
JOINED WITH 
OTHER 
BELIEVERS 
TO MAKE 
CHURCH A 
COMPELLING 
FORCE.
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YOU HAVE 
JOINED WITH 
OTHER 
BELIEVERS 
TO MAKE 
CHURCH A 
COMPELLING 
FORCE.
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Chapter three

3
An Invitation to a Greater Existence

YOU
DISCOVER

HE’S RIGHT
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One of the biggest obstacles to serving, for most people, is that 
it costs us something.  

Let’s be honest, the thing that held most of us back wasn’t our 
failure to find the best place to serve, our inability to get in 
touch with whoever’s in charge, or our lack of confidence that 
we could make a difference.  Sure, we may have struggled with 
those things to a certain extent.  

But the BiGGest Barrier For 
most oF us Was that it Costs us 
somethinG.

Leading a small group means we have to give up time.  
Volunteering on the parking team means we have to get up 
early.  Helping the homeless means we have to be around 
unpleasant smells in uncomfortable parts of town.  Helping 
in the nursery means we have to change dirty diapers.  
Volunteering with students means we have to give up a night of 
the week or weekend.  Even being an usher means we have to 
miss some of our favorite parts of the service.

And often, it’s the cost that keeps us from getting in the game.

If I was trying to talk you into serving, I might talk about 
Jesus, and how he was the One who gave it all.  The One who, 
according to Philippians 2:7-8, “Though being in very nature 
God, did not consider equality with God something to be held 
on to, but made Himself nothing taking on the nature of a 
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servant.  And He became obedient unto death even death on a 
cross.”  

Or I might persuade (or guilt) you by saying that if the cause 
of the church and the advancement of the Gospel were worth 
the death of Jesus, then surely you and I can make a little 
commitment.  Surely we can spare some hours, early mornings, 
or discomfort.

Or maybe this would be a good time for me to point out 
that nothing truly great ever happens without sacrifice.  No 
worthy cause can be accomplished and no fearsome foe can be 
defeated without significant cost.  

It might even be a great time to mention what Jesus said in 
John 12:24, “I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat is 
planted in the soil and dies, it remains alone.  But its death will 
produce many new kernels—a plentiful harvest of new lives.”  

Yep, I’d say, “If  you’re serious about salvation coming to our 
city, lives being changed, marriages being healed, poverty being 
eradicated, students making wise decisions, or our neighbors 
hearing the message of Jesus, then surely we’re ready to give 
something up.”  
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aFter all, nothinG Great Can 
happen Without someone paYinG a 
priCe. 

And as true and great as those things are, that’s not the purpose 
of this chapter.  There’s no need to convince you.  You’ve 
already counted the cost, gotten in the game, accepted the 
invitation. But do you know what invitation you have accepted?  
Because it’s about so much more than getting involved and 
doing “your part”.

You, mY Friend, are a liFe ChanGer.

Look at what the Author of Acts said while explaining what 
happens when we serve.  He quoted Jesus and spoke of 
something entirely different.

“In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard 
work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord 
Jesus Himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ 
Acts 20:35

In this instance, “more blessed” means better.  It doesn’t mean 
morally superior or holier than the people around you.  God 
won’t love you more.   It’s just better.  On the balance sheet of 
life—with its scales of gain and loss—your experience increases 
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One Of the 
biggest 
Obstacles 
tO serving 
is that it 
cOsts us 
sOmething.  
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when you give away your time, energy, love, and ability.  In 
fact, Jesus went so far as to put it this way, “If you cling to your 
life, you will lose it; but if you give up your life for me, you will 
find it” (Matthew 10:39).  In other words, the way to truly find 
your life is to do what Jesus did and give it away.  

it’s not Just the dutiFul thinG to 
do, it’s the liFe-GivinG thinG to do.

That’s why the writer of Hebrews said, “Let us fix our eyes 
on Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy 
set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God” (12:2).  

Did you catch that?  

Guilt didn’t move Jesus to the cross—joy did.  He experienced 
more happiness giving it away than holding on to it, and He’s 
inviting us to do the same.

That’s the main reason anyone should serve—because in 
giving away their life, they will actually find a deeper and more 
amazing existence!  You likely have already found this to be 
true.

In conversations with many of the people who serve, here 
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are some common responses to the question, What have you 
gained by giving your life away?

Joy.  As we’ve already mentioned, there is a unique joy that 
comes through serving.  There have been several studies that 
measure pleasure centers in people’s brains.  The purpose 
of these studies is to get consistent feedback on personal 
happiness and satisfaction levels.  In 2011 one particular study 
focused on two groups of people who were exactly the same 
except for one factor—one group served regularly in their 
church or community.  That group registered significantly 
higher levels of satisfaction and happiness, and brain scans 
showed higher activity on a weekly basis in the pleasure center 
of their brains.  Isn’t it amazing that it took thousands of years 
of scientific advancement for us to finally prove what Jesus 
said?

You probably don’t need a scientific study to tell you that 
serving increases your contentment level.  If you’ve been 
involved when a teenager accepts Christ at camp, breaks a 
destructive habit, forgives a parent or stepparent who wronged 
them, or strives for a more productive life, you know the kind 
of happiness I’m talking about.  If you took a week to build 
homes for the homeless, you know the exhilaration you felt in 
your soul.  If you’ve left church and said to yourself, “I wasn’t a 
spectator today—I was a participant.  I contributed!” then you 
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know the kind of satisfaction I’m referring to.  There’s a deep 
joy found in serving that simply cannot be found anywhere 
else.

Community.  I can’t think of many things that bring 
people together more effectively than serving.  It has a way 
of deepening relationships.  You could say it this way: when 
people serve together, they find community together.  First, it’s 
a natural and easy way for people to meet.  Second, it creates a 
deep and important connecting point.

people not onlY have somethinG 
to disCuss, theY have a Goal to 
reaCh.

Have you ever gone on a road trip with friends?  Maybe you 
jumped in the car and drove 13 hours to some mountain range 
because you thought you were professional rock climbers.  
Some moments of that road trip were great, while other 
moments got on your nerves.  You laughed, you took pictures, 
and you made some memories.  But most importantly, your 
relationships took a huge step forward.  You went from friends 
to close friends in just one weekend.

That’s what serving does—it accelerates friendships and 
deepens relationships.  When Paul said, “Though we are many 
parts, we are all members of one body,” he was referring to 
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community.  Yes, we are unique people with different gifts 
and personalities.  But when we come together, something 
miraculous happens—we become one.  A serving church is a 
united church, a family, and a group of friends.

Significance.  On several occasions I’ve heard people who 
serve say, “I can’t believe I get to be a part of this.”  I want 
to respond by asking, “Are you sure?  You just volunteered 
countless hours.  You gave up a lot!”  But God has a way, 
through serving, of making our insignificant contributions 
significant.  

Serving is one way God answers the question, why do I matter?  

When ordinarY You teams up With 
eXtraordinarY God, BiG stuFF 
happens. 

You see firsthand what Paul meant when he said, “For we are 
God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  We are the 
handiwork of God, and He wants ordinary people in ordinary 
churches to combine with His extraordinary power.  God even 
wants you and I, when it’s all said and done, to exclaim, “Wow, 
I was a part of that!  Can you believe it?  God did that through 
me!  That’s way more than I could have asked or imagined!”

Intimacy.  When you talk to other people who serve, you 
may hear them mention how much they’ve grown in their 
relationship with God.  Even if it’s just in small ways, they’ve 
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seen, heard, and experienced more of God through serving.  It’s 
been tested time and time again.

It’s why I say, 

“iF You are hunGrY to knoW God 
more deeplY, then serve.”  

In Philippians 3:10, Paul wrote, “I want to know Christ—yes, 
to know the power of His resurrection and participation in 
his sufferings, becoming like Him in His death.”  According 
to Paul, one of the ingredients to knowing Christ is sharing in 
His suffering.  When we pay the price of serving, we experience 
and know Him in a way we never will by just “showing up” for 
church. 

God’s not sitting still—He’s moving, building, and pursuing.  
And when He asks us to follow Him, He’s not just asking us to 
love Him, crucify our sinful nature, and imitate His Son.  He’s 
also asking us to get down in the trenches and be His hands 
and feet.  In that lowly place, we find a whole new level of 
closeness with Him.

The invitation to serve isn’t just an invitation to fill holes or 
do your church a favor—it’s an invitation to find life like never 
before.  It’s an invitation into joy, community, significance, 
and intimacy with your Heavenly Father.  It’s an invitation to a 
greater existence.

And you accepted His invitation.
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Jesus said it’s better to give than receive.  What happens when 
you serve?  You discover He’s right.
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the 
invitation 
to serve 
is an 
invitation 
to a Greater 
eXistenCe.
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Chapter Four

Your Story Collides with His Story

FIND
YOUR

PLACE4
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There’s a dramatic scene in the Old Testament when God visits 
the temple.  Thrones, angels, glory, singing, and smoke set 
the stage (talk about a grand entrance).  Then God extends an 
invitation to Isaiah:

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send?  
And who will go for us?’  And I said, ‘Here am I. Send me.’ “- 
Isaiah 6:8

God asks two straightforward questions: whom shall I send 
and who will go?  Isaiah gives a straightforward answer: I will.  
And so it began.  Isaiah didn’t know the details, he wasn’t sure 
which age group he’d work with, and he didn’t know how many 
days a month he’d be expected to show up.  He just said, “Yes,” 
and trusted that God would guide him from there.  After all, 
God was surrounded by angels and smoke—it probably wasn’t 
an ideal time to ask questions.

Finding the right place to serve is a journey.  At first you may 
have had no clue what to do (maybe you still don’t!)  That’s 
okay, because God has actually given some pretty specific 
markers to help you find your place in His bigger story.  And 
when you say yes to serving, you’ll begin searching for and 
recognizing those road signs in your life.

3

Your Story Collides with His Story
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so What happens on the JourneY?

You discover your gifts.  Maybe you’re just beginning 
the process of discovering where to serve. If so, the best 
place to start is figuring out the ways in which you’re gifted.  
God doesn’t give out talents by accident.  If you’re good at 
something, chances are God is thrilled about you leveraging 
that for His mission, kingdom, and church.  Notice how the 
apostle Paul encourages the Christians in Rome to serve from 
their strengths: 

“We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each 
of us.  If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance 
with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then 
teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is 
giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it 
is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.” - Romans 12:6-8

No doubt this forced people in the Roman church to ask 
themselves, “Hmmm, what are my gifts?”  I’m confident 
serving has pushed lots of people to discern and embrace their 
God-given abilities.  And I hope it has done the same for you.  
I hope it has opened and will continue to open your eyes to 
talents you never knew you had.

It’s great that you jumped in and found a place to serve, but 

God 
doesn’t 
Give out 
talents 
by accident
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God 
doesn’t 
Give out 
talents 
by accident
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if you’re serving and still aren’t 100% sure you’re in the right 
place, it might be worth your time to sit down and ask God 
and yourself; where am I gifted? What comes naturally to me?  
What has God specifically equipped me to do?

Finding the answers to these questions will take time, and 
those answers will be as unique as your sense of humor or the 
shape of your nose.  Maybe you’re a great small group leader, 
or a good counselor.  Maybe you’re wired to play with kids, 
create systems, plan events, crunch numbers, or tell stories.  

as Your heart opens up to the 
idea oF servinG, Your eYes should 
open up to the WaYs Your talent 
Can Be used For God.

so What happens on the JourneY?

You discover your passion.  As you continue to serve, in 
addition to discovering and maximizing your gifts and talents, 
serving leads you to appreciate the things you’re passionate 
about.  What fires you up?  What makes you excited?  What age 
group really touches your heart?  Is there an issue or cause that 
keeps you up at night?  Is there a need that makes you want to 
stand up and shout?  Is there a group of people that you keep 
running into?  Is there a service area that you just can’t get out 
of your mind?  Chances are it’s not a coincidence—it’s God’s 
way of preparing you for how He wants to use you next.
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So…what are you passionate about?

If you’re not sure how to answer that question, here’s a good 
place to start—your story.  If you were to share your story, 
at what point would you become passionate, excited, or 
emotional?  That may be an indicator of the area in which God 
wants to use you.  For example:

• Maybe God changed your life in 7th grade.  You might be 
an incredible middle school small group leader.

• Maybe you overcame an addiction in your past.  You might 
be just the person to work with addicts.

• Maybe God helped you climb out of vast financial debt.  
You might be a perfect financial coach or counselor.

• Maybe you still remember the first time you went to 
church—you felt judged and unwelcomed.  And you 
don’t want new people to feel what you felt.  You’d be an 
awesome member of a greeting/welcoming team.

• Maybe you became a Christian later in life.  You didn’t 
grow up hearing stories about God and the Bible like other 
church attenders.  You had to search them out on your 
own.  You’d be a great candidate to lead a new believer’s 
class.

I could go on and on, but you get the point.  Your story may 
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sometimes 
the onlY 
question 
You need 
to ask is, 
When do i 
start?
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direct you to the next stop on your serving journey.  Your 
excitement may show you the people that you need to serve.  
That idea, group, or issue that you just can’t shake from your 
mind—it may not be coincidence.  It might just be your next 
road sign from God. Remember, serving is a journey.

so What happens on the JourneY?

You meet people’s needs.  There are few things in life as 
cool as truly helping people and making a difference.  If you’re 
not sure what you’re good at—or there aren’t open positions 
in your passion area—then there’s another road sign from God 
that you can always follow: serve where there’s a need. Because 
the need is huge.  In an emergency room crisis, doctors and 
nurses can’t always afford to stick to their preferred fields.  
They simply pitch it wherever help is needed.

Sometimes, that’s the approach we must take with serving.  We 
simply look for the nearest fire, grab a bucket of water, and go.  
Communities are full of people in need, and churches are full 
of departments that desperately need volunteers.  It may not 
always be possible to ask questions like: Am I passionate about 
this, does this fit within my gift set?  And Sometimes the only 
question you need to ask is: When do I start?

The great thing about looking for needs is when you look for 
them you begin to see them.  You may be thinking, that sounds 
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miserable—being aware of, burdened, and drained by people’s 
problems.  But it doesn’t work that way.  Becoming aware of 
others’ needs moves the weight of your focus off of yourself, 
resulting in a broader perspective and heightened sense of 
contentment.  Realizing the struggles of others will hurt at 
times, but it’s much better than the alternative—a world-view 
so narrow that you can’t see past your own problems.  

throuGh servinG, You BeCome Who 
You’re meant to Be.  

For these reasons, I’m so excited that you’re taking the time to 
discover what happens when you serve.  It took courage to ask 
God, “Where do I fit in Your story?  What part should I play 
as You move in the world?”  The ride He is taking you on in 
response to these questions is more than worth it.

I want to conclude with Paul’s incredible words from Ephesians 
3:20-21.  Think of them in light of this astonishing journey 
called serving.

“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all 
we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work 
within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 
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noW to him Who 
is aBle to do 
immeasuraBlY more 
than all We ask or 
imaGine, aCCordinG 
to his poWer that 
is at Work Within 
us, to him Be GlorY 
in the ChurCh and 
in Christ Jesus 
throuGhout all 
Generations, For 
ever and ever! 
amen.
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