
Transcendent Joy 

“Let us, then, celebrate the Lord’s birthday with the full attendance and enthusiasm that we 

should give it.”– St. Augustine of Hippo (AD 354-430) 

The word “gospel” in ancient Greek was used a variety of ways. Often defined as “good 

news,” a gospel was a message of “glad tidings” usually relating to a visit from a king, 

the forthcoming deliverance of a people by their king, or the birth of a Caesar. 

Regardless of who you were, there was an expectation that when you heard the latest 

“gospel,” your response would be one of joy.  

In the New Testament, the word “gospel” is used to announce God’s kingdom come in 

Christ. It is used to describe the deliverance of God’s people from sin through the work 

of King Jesus. For Christians, the gospel is the joyful news that God has come and our 

deliverance from suffering, sin, and death is at hand! 

What great news this is! What an occasion for joy! The God of the universe saw fit to be 

born among us, as us, to bring His kingdom close, and to continue His liberation of 

humanity and indeed the whole of creation from the chains of slavery and death wage 

our sin earned. Joy itself has drawn close to us! 

The sufferings of this present time, however, remain all too real. The allure of sin 

seems all too powerful. Death has yet to surrender. This “good news” may be cause for 

joy in some lives, but surely my circumstances are the exception, right? Augustine, the 

north African theologian and bishop during the fourth and fifth century, tells us this: 

“Rejoice, you who are just. It is the birthday of Him who justifies…Rejoice, you who are weak 

and sick. It is the birthday of Him who makes well… Rejoice, you who are in captivity. It is the 

birthday of the Redeemer… Rejoice, you who are slaves. It is the birthday of the Master… 

Rejoice, you who are free. It is the birthday of Him who makes free… Rejoice, you Christians 

all. It is Christ’s birthday.” 

Augustine’s reflection stands as a deep and abiding call to joy for all Christians, 

regardless of their circumstances this Advent season. Christ being born is good news 

and cause for great joy no matter your circumstances, for there is a joy that Christians 

have that transcends present suffering. As Paul encouraged us many years before 

Augustine: 

“… [in Christ] we also exult [aka rejoice] in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings 

about perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; and 

hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.” 



I love that Paul calls us to a joyful posture in light of the hope we have in Christ 

demonstrated by the love of God poured on us through the Holy Spirit. It seems Paul 

had an understanding of the four weeks of Advent even before this holiday season 

gained popularity… 

All that to say, regardless of what you are going through this Advent season, good or 

bad, triumph or failure, a worry or a certainty, God’s joy is on offer to you through the 

promise of His beloved Son. In Him, you can endure any circumstance to His glory, 

good or bad. And in Him, you can embrace the transcendent joy of God, this 

December and into the new year. And this, church, is very “good news.” 

Reflect: 

-- How is Jesus’ birth “good news” for you? Think on how it is good news now AND later… 

-- Are you enduring hardship? Do things seem to be going your way? How is the call to joy in 

Christ relevant to you in either case?  

-- How can you share the joy of Christ with someone else this Christmas season?  

Read: Matthew 2:7-12; Luke 2:8-10; Romans 5:1-5; 15:8-13 

 


