
PARABLES FOR REPENTANCE 
Parable 1 

A man went looking for Jesus and heard that He had been seen in three buildings. In building one, the 
man found a preacher preaching from the man’s favorite bible passage, but the sermon went on far too 
long, so the man decided to continue his search. In the next building, the man found a musician singing 
passionate hymns, but the man did not like the instruments accompanying the song. He let the pastor 
know the worship was misguided, but after three weeks and five emails, nothing had changed, so the 
man continued his search. Surely, he would find Jesus in the third building. In the third building, the 
sermon was just the right length, the music just the way the man liked, and everyone was so nice. After a 
year there, the man was approached by a friend he had made in the building. The friend shared with the 
man how much he appreciated their fellowship and proceeded to inform the man that he had duct tape 
over his eye, and the man’s impaired vision was causing him to bump into other people at the building. 
He himself having had duct tape over his eye at one time, the friend thought it right to help the man get it 
off of his eye. The man was outraged. How could this person he had called friend say such a thing? He 
promptly left the building and did not return. 

The day arrived shortly after when the man met Jesus. “Jesus” he said “boy am I glad to see you. I have 
spent quite some time trying to find you! Yet all I heard were rumors which I pursued constantly!”  

Jesus replied “Friend, if you had removed the duct tape from your eye, you would have seen me at least 
three times! Instead, you simply heard rumors and wasted your gifts chasing the wind.”  

Parable 2 

A king granted three judges a district in his kingdom and the freedom to rule as they wished. They were 
bound to two conditions: 1) rule in the King’s heart for justice and 2) inspire the people to honor the king 
and kingdom. 

The first judge, zealous for his king, established strict rules that everyone must gather to honor the king 
weekly or be imprisoned. The wealthy of his district, able to take a day off to honor the king, did so 
religiously. The poor, however, frequently missed gatherings due to work. After over half of the people 
had been imprisoned, the King stepped in, removed the judge from power, set the prisoners free, and 
reallocated this district to the remaining two judges. 

The second judge, excited at the power he possessed, outlawed even a mention of the king and insisted 
people in his district give honor to nothing but their daily work. The economy prospered, but the people 
withered. They were not allowed to honor the king, and any gatherings to do so were broken up by the 
judge. After months of issues and cries of the people, the king removed the judge, comforted the people, 
and entrusted all the districts to the third judge. 

The third judge, seeing the error of the first two, established freedom for the people to honor the king 
how they pleased. In their freedom, the people rejoiced and gathered frequently to honor the king. Over 
time, they enjoyed their freedom so much that they felt their judge should be honored as well. Thus, they 
put their judge’s picture up in their gathering places right next to the picture of their king, and ten times a 
year they focused their gatherings more on their judge than on the king. After years of this, the king 



stepped in and removed the judge from power and commissioned the wise prince to repair the kingdom 
that all three judges led astray.  

Parable 3 

A father gave his sons, a general contractor, a lawyer, and a doctor, a shared plot of land to live on and 
develop together. Since they each needed homes, the lawyer and doctor compelled their contractor 
brother to build homes for them, and he did so free of charge. Realizing the brothers would need a fair 
way of making decisions moving forward, the lawyer drafted a document stating neighborhood decisions 
would be made by majority vote. 

After some time, the brothers realized their land was in need of roads and driveways for their cars. After 
a 2-1 vote, the contractor brother was compelled to do the job. “But where will we park our cars in the 
meantime?” the lawyer asked, “We have worked hard on our lawns and gardens; it would be a shame to 
mess them up.” After another 2-1 vote, it was decided the brothers would park their cars on the 
contractor’s portion of the property. After some time, the job was finished, but the contractor’s lawn and 
gardens ruined. No time for rest, he began repairing the damage to his lawn, but missed the harvest of 
his garden and had to borrow from his brothers, a debt which they charged with interest.  

Not much later, the lawyer and doctor, being enterprising people, decided they wanted to make a profit. 
“We should use a portion of the land father gave us to build and rent property.” they determined. After 
another 2-1 vote, it was agreed the contractor should split his third of the land into six plots and build five 
apartment buildings at cost of materials alone, but the profits from rent would go solely to the doctor 
and lawyer until the contractor could pay off the interest on the produce he had asked for due to his 
missed harvest.  

The contractor had had enough and expressed his brothers. “For years I have given what you asked and 
honored your votes. Yet now, my land suffers, and I am one of many on but a third of what father gave 
us. There are sick people on our land now that you, brother, send away for lack of payment, and legal 
disputes that you, brother, are unwilling to help settle. Even I, your brother, am now poor, my land gone, 
my profit withheld. We must discuss what can be done for these issues on the land father gave us, of 
which an abundance remains with you.” The doctor and lawyer were surprised and simply could not see 
why their brother was frustrated. Had he not been given an equal share of the land? Had he not been 
given an equal vote? Such a fit of anger was dangerous to their land. A vote was called, and by a 2-1 
majority, the contractor was evicted from his property, and the doctor and lawyer used their wealth to 
turn his house into more rental property. 

When the father heard of this, he approached the lawyer and doctor. “Father, not once did we deny the 
contractor his vote, not once did we ask more of him than what his skill set determined. He is angry, let 
him come to us and offer solutions for his anger.” The father responded “Go, find your angry brother and 
make right what is wrong. When you have settled this account, return to me and I will teach you to 
resolve the issues you created on the land I trusted to you.” 

à I believe that each of these stories speaks to the corporate sins we are guilty of as a church in America. If you 
are angry, sad, or confused, I encourage you to come ask me about any of them. As for now, let he who has 
ears to hear, hear. And let us all realize that if we want revival, we MUST be willing to wrestle with the fact that 
WE ARE NOT PERFECT, and God desires our repentance and acceptance of his forgiveness. ß 


