
Kingdom of Shalom 

“It was the Sermon on the Mount, rather than a doctrine of passive resistance, that 
initially inspired the Negroes of Montgomery to dignified social action. It was Jesus of 
Nazareth that stirred the Negroes to protest with the creative weapon of love.” – Martin 
Luther King Jr. (AD 1929-1968) 

From Genesis to Revelation and onward, one of the most enduring qualities of 
God’s kingdom is “peace.” Often, when we think about peace, we think about an 
absence of violence or the absence of war. But did you know that the peace we 
read about in the Bible is actually not just about the absence of violence but the 
absence of absence itself? Let me explain. 

In the Hebrew, the word for “peace” is shalom, and it means “completeness, 
soundness, welfare, safety in body, peace in relationships, peace with God.” The 
biblical idea of peace is much deeper than an absence of violence! The peace God 
wills for us is actually the completion and fulfillment of us and all our needs. Peace 
is about all of Creation becoming whole in Christ, lacking nothing!  

So why do we so often view peace as the opposite of violence? Perhaps because 
violence is the perfect case study for how God’s peace is broken. To commit 
violence, at home or at war, in word or in action, is to violate God’s intended 
shalom. Violence flies in the face of God’s desired peace for all things and all people 
in Christ. Where we see it, the breaking of shalom should be obvious.  

Church history is filled with men and women who chose shalom over violence, who 
chose to take Jesus seriously when He said “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
shall be called sons of God.” In a world filled with violence and the clear disregard 
of shalom, disciples of Christ are inheritors of a great tradition of peacemaking, 
from Jesus to the Martyrs, from the Martyrs to the Anabaptists, from the 
Anabaptists to the nonviolent resistance of the 1960s.  

Martin Luther King Jr. understood this great inheritance well. From the mid-1950s 
until his assassination in 1968, King led a movement based on the shalom of Jesus 
to oppose and overturn legalized racism in the United States. In his essay “Walk 
with Freedom,” King recalls the bombing of his house and the attack on his family. 
He also recounts the moments that followed when his followers were almost driven 
to violent retaliation. “Even though convicted,” King wrote, “we will not retaliate with 
hate, but will stand with love in our hearts, and stand resisting injustice…” King 
understood his inheritance from Christ, the Prince of Peace who willingly died in 
order to give God’s shalom a chance to restore the hearts of His followers and 
ultimately the world. King understood that refusing violence is the most obvious 



and evident way to affirm the wholeness and dignity of another person. He 
recognized peace as the way to point people toward God’s kingdom of shalom amid 
a world of violence and division. 

An ancient rabbinical tradition holds that God created the world in shalom, but 
when humanity sinned, the shalom of the world was shattered and its pieces 
scattered throughout the world. In time, with careful searching, they believed God’s 
people must rediscover the pieces of shalom and replant them as a sign of the 
shalom kingdom God would bring in the Messiah. 

We Christians know Jesus to be this Messiah. We know through men like King, that 
because of Jesus the Messiah, the violence of the world can and must be met with 
radical peacemaking. We know that in Christ, the violence of sin and death that 
dismembers our hearts, rends our souls from our bodies, and diminishes our 
spirits is overturned once and for all. As we sing of “peace on earth” this Advent, 
may we not just rejoice in God’s promise to end all violence and war. May we 
rejoice in the fullness of God’s shalom that makes us and all Creation whole again, 
the shalom of His kingdom come. 

Reflect: 

-- How have you experienced peace in life? How has peace been challenged in your life? 

-- How did Jesus demonstrate peace in His life and teaching? 

-- What promise of peace can you get excited about this Advent season? 

Read: Luke 2:8-20; John 14:27; 2 Thessalonians 3:16; 1 Peter 3:8-18 


