
An Irresistible Love 

“[By His death on the cross, Jesus] drew everything to himself: he proved his 
[un]speakable love, and the human heart is always drawn by love. He could not have 
shown you greater love than by giving his life for you (John 15:13).” – Catherine of Siena 
(AD 1347-1380) 

The magnitude of Christ’s love for us is certainly “unspeakable” in the most 
beautiful of ways. Go ahead and think about the death Jesus died for you and try to 
put it into words. I have never fully succeeded in the inner searchings of my heart, 
the deepest reflections of my mind, or the freest expression of my tongue to ever 
quite nail it down. The love of Christ is truly “unspeakable.”  

Catherine of Siena was an Italian nun that devoted her entire life to serving and 
searching for Christ. She spent many years in literal silence, lifting her voice only 
during times of corporate worship and committing the majority of her time to silent 
prayer and study in her room.  

Ultimately, Catherine left behind the silence of the monastery to begin service as a 
nurse to the poor. She served in hospitals and homes alike, her name was uttered 
by the poor and the pope, and she even mediated several political and social issues 
of her day. Through all this, Catherine never lost focus on the deep abiding reality 
of Christ’s love and her devotion to it.  

Catherine did well to remember the Cross of Christ when reflecting on the nature of 
love. This love has a “draw,” she says, that “You can hardly resist…unless you foolishly 
refuse to be drawn.”  The love of Christ on the Cross draws us in and invites us to life. 

As we reflect on His death, may we remember the death of a man is preceded by 
his life. And that life lived is always preceded by a birth. As we reflect on the 
profound words of Catherine, I want us to connect the “drawing” love of the Cross 
back to the “drawing” love of Christ’s birth.  

In the immediate years following Jesus’ ascension, there was a common belief that 
the “physical world” was bad and Christ’s death granted a “spiritual life” that would 
allow one to leave behind this dirty, physical world and live forever in heaven. This 
belief, tragically quite often held today, not only undermines the nature of Jesus 
Christ but also the impact of His “unspeakable” love.  

You see, God, in His infinite wisdom, chose to demonstrate His love by becoming 
man and living with us, dying for us, and rising for us in a very physical sense. The 
birth of Christ was God’s deep and abiding “YES!” to humanity and the entire world 
despite its mess. As the verse goes:  



“For God so LOVED the kosmos, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal live. For God did not send his Son into the 
kosmos to condemn the kosmos, but in order that the kosmos might be saved 
through him.” 

The Greek world kosmos is a fairly broad term, but it could generally be described 
as “the universe, the world, and its inhabitants, namely humanity.” Now, reread the 
verse above. Do you see now the profound depth of God’s love? By being born a 
baby and living as a man, God made a way to not just save disembodied souls, but 
to save the human in body and soul, and indeed to save the entire world. Jesus, by 
taking His place physically among humanity and the rest of the kosmos, was a loving 
affirmation of what God had originally created good. And His human birth, perfect 
life, sinless death, and bodily resurrection taken together is the image of love 
perfected, a sign of the perfect age to come when He will say “Behold, I am making 
all things new.” 

As we reflect on the birth of our Savior King, may we remember that His perfect 
choice to become human and live in this world is a profound image of what love looks 
like. Christ’s birth demonstrates that love enters our situation, affirms all that is good, 
and offers a path to redemption for all that is corrupt. While we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. While we were yet sinners, Christ took on the form of man, lived a 
sinless life, died, and rose again to pave the way to life, a life affirmed and perfected 
in love. May we take Catherine’s advice and not “foolishly refuse to be drawn” by His 
love this Advent season. 

Reflect: 

-- How do you describe God’s love to people? Do you think you have a deep enough 
understanding of the love of Christ? 

-- How does Christ’s birth reveal God’s love for you? Have you ever considered the 
implications of Christ’s birth for the meaning of love? 

-- How are you being “drawn” into Christ’s love this Advent? Are you refusing to be drawn 
in any way?  

Read: John 1:9-18; 3:16-17; 15:1-11; Philippians 2:5-8; 1 John 4:7-12 

 


