
HOLY TAXIARHAI and ST. HARALAMBOS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 

PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES FOR May 25, 2022 

 

Commencement of Meeting: The Parish Council meeting began at 7:10 pm with an opening prayer led 
by Father Dean. Father Tilemahos is also present.  George Giolas acted as meeting chairman and Nick 
Megremis acted as Secretary. 
 
Attendees: T Bournias, G Giolas, G Houpis, E Kiriazopoulos, , T Zavos, N Megremis, , A Koutsikos, T 

Karabatsos, M Pontikes, P Giannopoulos, G Coologeorgen, Georgia Bepis, D Loomos, B Bozikis, T 

Kanelos, R Kozlowski, A Demeros, A Andrews 

 

Anna Prekas, John Pierce and George Anastasiadis were also present as a non-voting participant. 

 

Absent: K Ioannou, T Rizos, T Sikoral 

 

 

Meeting began with Andy Andrews taking the oath of office as a new Parish Council member. 

 

 

PARISH OPERATIONS 

 

 

Correspondence – Various donation requests that will be given to Philoptochos. 

 

 Motion to donate to Special Olympics 

o  T. Kanelos/R Kozlowski. Vote: 9-1-1. Motion passes. 

 

 

Outreach Update (led by John Pierce) - John reiterated the two main goals for our Outreach ministry: 

One, did we help when needed.  Two, did we give volunteers a chance to volunteer.  It was agreed that 

the message is being sent, but may not be received.  There is an Outreach Committee meeting being 

planned for the end of June.  Meals on Wheels and Bessie’s Table continue to be our top ministries.  

There was discussion about getting our youth groups involved in volunteer opportunities.  Another 

suggestion was a Christmas Eve dinner for the needy, but would we have enough volunteers?  John will 

follow up after the June meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Minutes of the April 27th meeting were distributed by Secretary N. Megremis prior to the Meeting:  

 

 Motion to approve from the April 27th Parish Council meeting minutes.  

o A Koutsikos / 2nd T Zavos. Vote: 12-0-5. Pass Unanimously 

 

Treasurers Reports  

 

  Motion to table April Financials.  

o T Kanelos / 2nd T Zavos. Vote: 15-0-2. Pass Unanimously 

 

School Update (Led by George Anastasiadis) 

 

 Presented a list of proposed expenditures for school year 2022-2023.  It included purchases for 

classroom furniture/cabinets, technology, and playground equipment. 

 George asked the teachers and the directors for a “wish list” of updates needed for the school 

programs and total expenditures are roughly $104,300 to enhance the current curriculum and 

educational experience of the students.  This includes about $37,000 for new playground 

equipment/benches.  The Parish Council suggested that the playground equipment/benches be 

considered as a larger Parish project beyond what is proposed for the School.  

 The Parish Council suggests setting up a sub-committee to review all requested expenditures and 

George will review and prioritize. 

 The Council also suggested applying for various grants offered by the Archdiocese and the Hellenic 

Foundation, specifically for technology related items.  George Anastasiadis to follow-up on the grant 

requirements/submission. 

 

 

 

Red Carpet Gala Wrap Up (led by P Giannopoulos) 

 

The Gala was a great accomplishment for our community and a great way to say “thank you” to 

all the donors.  The event was a great hit and everyone enjoyed the festivities.  While the event 

was a net loss of about $7000 due to donated tickets and other extra expenditures, we believe 

the event will generate more donations coming in the near future. 

 

 

Golf Outing (led by A Demeros) 

 

Save the date for 9/22/22.  Date was approved by Father Dean.  Angelo will reserve the club and 

set up event. 

 

 



Food Fest Update (led by G Giolas and A Prekas) 

 

 Permits are being applied for as we speak 

 Also reaching out to food vendors for donations 

 Looking at various security options 

 Next Food Fest Committee meeting will be May 31. 

 

 

Stewardship (led by N Megremis) 

 

 As of May 25, 2022, we have a total of 425 families pledging a total of $303,362 towards 

Stewardship.  This is an average of about $714 per family. 

 This same time last year (2021), we had a total of 449 families pledging a total of 

$326,086 towards Stewardship.  This was an average of about $726 per family. 

 Suggestions to increase Stewardship include setting up a table at coffee hour with 

pamphlets/charts/donation cards/etc.   

 Next steps will include researching what other churches are doing and analyzing our 

data to see if we can target our marketing better. 

 

Building & Grounds (led by M Pontikes and T Karabatsos) 

 

 Whiteboards are being added to the classrooms 

 Window blinds have also been added. 

 Possibility of adding a TV or two in the new building for informational purposes 

(slideshow). 

 Fr. Dean has also asked to add a secured door north of the restrooms in the original 

school building so that visitors can use the facilities during the week.  Committee will look 

into pricing. 

 

 

Switching of our Janitorial service from BSA to TBS - Update (led by A Prekas) 

 

We have been using TBS for about a month now and we are very happy with our decision to 

move away from BSA.  The porter provided to us works as a dedicated partner to our church.  

TBS will also provide a deep cleaning of our carpet in the summer. 

 

 

New Committees Update (led by G Giolas) 

 

The Bylaw meeting is meeting for the first time next month.  So far committee members include 

- L Konstantellos, M Tabrizi, G Demeros, G Giolas, P Giannopoulos, T Bournias.  The Endowment 



Committee (L Konstantellos, O Bourias, G Giolas, G Demeros, A Koutsikos) has already met once 

and will continue to meet and discuss possible solutions/investments.   The Facility Committee 

has about 5 members, but still needs a chair-person, preferably a PC Member. 

 

 

Parish Info Center (led by T Zavos) 

 

All informational files and documents are now posted to Microsoft Teams.  Access to the Parish 

Information Center has been provided to all Parish Council members and Office staff.  Access 

requires use of their church email account.  Items include the QPR, Employee Handbook, Vendor 

Contract, etc.  Tom was able to present a live demo to the group to show the capabilities of 

Teams as a place for shared storage. 

 

 

For the Good of the Parish (led by G Giolas) 

 

o Regarding the lost iconography, we have made the suggestion to the iconographer to go to 

Germany to try and recover the lost package.  It sounds like he will not be doing this but 

instead start over with the drawings.  We expressed to him that we need him to start 

working on these right away.  Still waiting on a response. 

o The Parish Council will be hosting coffee hour this next Sunday. 

 

 

Motion to Adjourn: A Koutsikos/ 2nd A Demeros. Vote: 17-0-0 Pass Unanimously 

 

Closing Prayers led by Fr Dean at 10:00pm 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Nick Megremis, Recording Secretary 


