
LOOK UP! 
LISTEN: Week 39 – November 6, 2022 – Pastor Jason  

 
 

Philippians 1:6 (NLT) “And I am certain that God, who began the 
good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally 
finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.” 
 

We have too many people in the Church that are far more 
concerned with trying to predict Jesus’ return and arguing 
over end-time events than they are with BEING the church 
and ENGAGING in God’s Kingdom purposes NOW. 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:13 (NLT) 13 And now, dear brothers and sisters, 
we want you to know what will happen to the believers who have 
died so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. 14 For 
since we believe that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we 
also believe that when Jesus returns, God will bring back with him 
the believers who have died. 15 We tell you this directly from the 
Lord: We who are still living when the Lord returns will not meet him 
ahead of those who have died. 16 For the Lord himself will come 
down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the believers who 
have died will rise from their graves. 17 Then, together with them, 
we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord 
forever. 18 So encourage each other with these words. 
 

1. A church that is focused on God’s Kingdom uses His 
Word to encourage each other. 

 

Romans 13:11-12a (NLT) 11 This is all the more urgent, for you 
know how late it is; time is running out. Wake up, for our salvation is 
nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The night is almost 
gone; the day of salvation will soon be here. 
 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31 (NLT) 29 But let me say this, dear brothers 
and sisters: The time that remains is very short. … 30 Those who 
weep or who rejoice or who buy things should not be absorbed by 
their weeping or their joy or their possessions. 31 Those who use 
the things of the world should not become attached to them. For 
this world as we know it will soon pass away. 
 



If we continue to let fear and despair gain a foothold in our lives, 
we’re of no value to those who are still lost and searching for 
answers. 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-2 (NLT) Now concerning how and when all 
this will happen, dear brothers and sisters, we don’t really need to 
write you. 2 For you know quite well that the day of the Lord’s return 
will come unexpectedly, like a thief in the night. 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:4-6, 10-11 (NLT) 4 But you aren’t in the dark 
about these things, dear brothers and sisters, and you won’t be 
surprised when the day of the Lord comes like a thief. 5 For you are 
all children of the light and of the day; we don’t belong to darkness 
and night. 6 So be on your guard, not asleep like the others. Stay 
alert and be clearheaded. … 10 Christ died for us so that, whether 
we are dead or alive when he returns, we can live with him forever. 
11 So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are 
already doing. 
 

2. A church that is focused on God’s Kingdom knows the 
end is already written and spends its energy on 
spreading the Good News of the Gospel. 

 

Matthew 24:36 (NLT) “No one knows the day or hour when these 
things will happen, not even the angels in heaven or the Son 
himself. Only the Father knows.” 
 

Luke 21:25-28 (NLT) 25 “And there will be strange signs in the sun, 
moon, and stars. And here on earth the nations will be in turmoil, 
perplexed by the roaring seas and strange tides. 26 People will be 
terrified at what they see coming upon the earth, for the powers in 
the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then everyone will see the Son of 
Man coming on a cloud with power and great glory. 28 So when all 
these things begin to happen, stand and look up, for your salvation 
is near!” 
 

Stay Focused! Be Ready! Look Up! 
 

Matthew 11:28 (NLT) Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are 
weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 


