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Jesus is coming back for a church that is ready for His 
return. 
 
The Church at Pergamum 

Revelation 2:12-17a (NLT) 12 “Write this letter to the angel of the 
church in Pergamum. This is the message from the one with the 
sharp two-edged sword: 13 “I know that you live in the city where 
Satan has his throne, yet you have remained loyal to me. You 
refused to deny me even when Antipas, my faithful witness, was 
martyred among you there in Satan’s city. 14 “But I have a few 
complaints against you. You tolerate some among you whose 
teaching is like that of Balaam, who showed Balak how to trip up 
the people of Israel. He taught them to sin by eating food offered 
to idols and by committing sexual sin. 15 In a similar way, you 
have some Nicolaitans among you who follow the same teaching. 
16 Repent of your sin, or I will come to you suddenly and fight 
against them with the sword of my mouth. 17 “Anyone with ears 
to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying 
to the churches.” 

 

They were willing to sacrifice their PURITY on the altar of 
POPULARITY. 

2 Peter 2:15,17-19 (NLT) 15 They have wandered off the right 
road and followed the footsteps of Balaam, son of Beor, who 
loved to earn money by doing wrong. … 17 These people are as 
useless as dried-up springs or as mist blown away by the wind. 
They are doomed to blackest darkness. 18 They brag about 
themselves with empty, foolish boasting. With an appeal to 
twisted sexual desires, they lure back into sin those who have 
barely escaped from a lifestyle of deception. 19 They promise 
freedom, but they themselves are slaves of sin and corruption. 
For you are a slave to whatever controls you. 

 

If the desire for popularity continues to control the church, 
we’ll be a slave to the passions of our culture. 
 
His Church must value PURITY over POPULARITY. 



James 1:14-21 (NLT) 14 Temptation comes from our own 
desires, which entice us and drag us away. 15 These desires give 
birth to sinful actions. And when sin is allowed to grow, it gives 
birth to death. 16 So don’t be misled, my dear brothers and 
sisters. 17 Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down to 
us from God our Father, who created all the lights in the heavens. 
He never changes or casts a shifting shadow. 18 He chose to give 
birth to us by giving us his true word. And we, out of all creation, 
became his prized possession. 19 Understand this, my dear 
brothers and sisters: You must all be quick to listen, slow to 
speak, and slow to get angry. 20 Human anger does not produce 
the righteousness God desires. 21 So get rid of all the filth and 
evil in your lives, and humbly accept the word God has planted in 
your hearts, for it has the power to save your souls. 

 

Because of Jesus, we are NO LONGER CONDEMNED. 
Romans 8:1-4 (NLT) 1 So now there is no condemnation for 
those who belong to Christ Jesus. 2 And because you belong to 
him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the 
power of sin that leads to death. 3 The law of Moses was unable 
to save us because of the weakness of our sinful nature. So God 
did what the law could not do. He sent his own Son in a body like 
the bodies we sinners have. And in that body God declared an end 
to sin’s control over us by giving his Son as a sacrifice for our 
sins. 4 He did this so that the just requirement of the law would 
be fully satisfied for us, who no longer follow our sinful nature but 
instead follow the Spirit. 

 

PASTOR’S BLESSING: 
• Be blessed when your enemy whispers, “Don’t worry about it,” 

with a spirit that cries out, God, whatever it takes, make me 
ready!” 

• Be blessed with freedom from what’s been trying to control 
you because the price for your freedom has already been paid, 
once-and-for-all. 

• Be blessed with a deep desire in your heart for spiritual 
PURITY over cultural POPULARITY. 

• Be blessed as you proclaim and live the truth of God’s Word 
for others to see so they can also be saved.  

• Be blessed today in Jesus’ name. 


