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As the days of summer vacation fade, students are returning to school with an anticipation of making new friends, learning

new things, and finding satisfaction as they proceed through their educational years. Kindergarteners are now big first

graders. Former 8th-grade middle schoolers are now entering High School. Incoming seniors are preparing for some

significant adult decisions. 

For most students, there's an excitement about what will be. Sure, there's also usually some hesitancy that accompanies

that excitement. Still, students proudly announce their new grade level, and relish the opportunities to advance in sports,

arts, practical skills, or wherever they're interests lie.

As adults, we sit back and marvel at their growth. We ask rhetorical questions, like “How did they get so tall?” “Where did

they learn that?” “What happened to that baby I used to hold in my arms?” Although we mourn how quickly the days have

passed, we're excited for them as they continue the ongoing process of personal development.

As adults, let’s consider a similar question. When was the last time we were excited about our continued growth as

believers? When was the last time we enthusiastically embraced our own process of ongoing development?

This month at Hope Church, we'll begin a teaching series called ‘God's Creative Process.’ It 's largely influenced by the

writings of our assistant superintendent of the Assemblies of God, Rick DuBose. The most significant thing we’ll learn is that

it’s our responsibility to cooperate with the Holy Spirit in His process of developing our spiritual growth and increasing our

maturity. Just like students in the classroom need to cooperate with their teachers to master the material presented to

them, we must cooperate with the Holy Spirit to benefit from the personal growth opportunities that come our way.

So, let’s ask ourselves this question: Are we excited for the opportunities to learn and grow spiritually? Are we valuing the

opportunity to look more like Jesus in our thoughts and actions each and every day? Does opening the Word of God excite

us? Does spending extended time in prayer sound increasingly appealing? If not, perhaps there is an obstacle to our

process that needs to be submitted to the sovereignty of God.

The Holy Spirit longs to transform us into the image of Jesus. Our responsibility is to yield to the process! I hope you’ll join

us on this journey for the next several weeks. I genuinely believe it will be life-changing!

Be blessed!

As a church family, we're on a mission to love people into a life-changing relationship with Jesus.

That's why we're deeply committed to passionately loving God and other people, constantly

growing to maturity in our faith, and diligently serving the community around us. That's our DNA.
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