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Luke 2:6-15 (NLT) 6 And while they were there, the time came for her baby 
to be born. 7 She gave birth to her first child, a son. She wrapped him snugly 
in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no lodging 
available for them. 8 That night there were shepherds staying in the fields 
nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. 9 Suddenly, an angel of the Lord 
appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded 
them. They were terrified, 10 but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be 
afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. 
11 The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in 
Bethlehem, the city of David! 12 And you will recognize him by this sign: You 
will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.” 13 
Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of 
heaven—praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in highest heaven, and 
peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” 
 
The JOY of the Lord is our strength. 

Nehemiah 8:10 (NLT) “Don’t be dejected and sad, for the joy of the LORD 
is your strength!” 

 
Our Hope in Jesus is an anchor for our souls. 

Hebrews 6:19 (NLT) “This hope is a strong and trustworthy anchor for 
our souls. It leads us through the curtain into God’s inner sanctuary.” 

 
Philippians 4:6-7 (NLT) 6 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about 
everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. 7 
Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can 
understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ 
Jesus. 
 
Psalm 23 (NLT) 1 The LORD is my shepherd; I have all that I need. 2 He lets 
me rest in green meadows; he leads me beside peaceful streams. 3 He 
renews my strength. He guides me along right paths, bringing honor to his 
name. 4 Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I will not be afraid, for 
you are close beside me. Your rod and your staff protect and comfort me. 5 
You prepare a feast for me in the presence of my enemies. You honor me 
by anointing my head with oil. My cup overflows with blessings. 6 Surely 
your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me all the days of my life, and I 
will live in the house of the LORD forever. 
 



Psalm 4:8 (NLT) In peace I will lie down and sleep, for you alone, O LORD, 
will keep me safe. 
2 Thessalonians 3:16 (NLT) Now may the Lord of peace himself give you 
his peace at all times and in every situation. 
Colossians 3:15 (NLT) And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in 
your hearts. 
Psalm 29:11 (NLT) The LORD gives his people strength. The LORD blesses 
them with peace. 
Isaiah 26:3 (NLT) You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in you, all 
whose thoughts are fixed on you! 
 

PRESENCE = PEACE. 
 
If we’re experiencing a lack of peace, most likely, we’ve 
neglected embracing God’s presence. 
 
Psalm 139:1-5 (NCV) 1 Lord, you have examined me and know all about 
me. 2 You know when I sit down and when I get up. You know my thoughts 
before I think them. 3 You know where I go and where I lie down. You know 
thoroughly everything I do. 4 Lord, even before I say a word, you already 
know it. 5 You are all around me -- in front and in back -- and have put your 
hand on me. 
 

Peace comes as we continually embrace the 
presence of God in our life. 
 
Isaiah 9:6 (NLT) For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The 
government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be called: Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

PASTOR’S BLESSING: 
• Be blessed with wonder in your spirit and peace in your heart 

that exceeds anything your human mind can understand. 
• Be blessed with a deep desire in your life for the presence of 

God that brings life-changing encounters with the Holy Spirit. 
• Be blessed as you rest in the knowledge that your Good 

Shepherd has the authority to command peace over your life 
today. All you need to do is stand still. 

• Be blessed today in Jesus’ name. 


