
The Rules of the Game 
LISTEN: Week 11 – April 24, 2022 – Pastor Jason 

 
 

The Creator of the game gets to make 
the rules. 
 
Exodus 20:1-17 (NLT) 1 Then God gave the people 
all these instructions: 2 “I am the LORD your God, 
who rescued you from the land of Egypt, the place of 
your slavery. 3 “You must not have any other god but 
me. 4. You must not make for yourself an idol of any 
kind or an image of anything in the heavens or on 
the earth or in the sea. 5 You must not bow down to 
them or worship them, for I, the LORD your God, am 
a jealous God who will not tolerate your affection for 
any other gods. I lay the sins of the parents upon 
their children; the entire family is affected—even 
children in the third and fourth generations of those 
who reject me. 6 But I lavish unfailing love for a 
thousand generations on those who love me and 
obey my commands. 7 You must not misuse the 
name of the LORD your God. The LORD will not let 
you go unpunished if you misuse his name. 8 
Remember to observe the Sabbath day by keeping it 
holy. 9 You have six days each week for your 
ordinary work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath 
day of rest dedicated to the LORD your God. … 11 
For in six days the LORD made the heavens, the 
earth, the sea, and everything in them; but on the 
seventh day he rested. That is why the LORD blessed 
the Sabbath day and set it apart as holy. 12 Honor 
your father and mother. Then you will live a long, full 
life in the land the LORD your God is giving you. 13 
You must not murder. 14 You must not commit 
adultery. 15 You must not steal. 16 You must not 
testify falsely against your neighbor. 17 You must 
not covet your neighbor’s house. You must not covet 
your neighbor’s wife, … or anything else that belongs 
to your neighbor.” 
 

MY NOTES 



Exodus 20:18-19 (NLT) When the people heard the 
thunder and the loud blast of the ram’s horn, and 
when they saw the flashes of lightning and the 
smoke billowing from the mountain, they stood at a 
distance, trembling with fear. And they said to 
Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen. But 
don’t let God speak directly to us, or we will die!” 
 
Matthew 22:35-36 (NLT) One of them, an expert in 
religious law, tried to trap him with this question: 
“Teacher, which is the most important 
commandment in the law of Moses?”  
 
Matthew 22:37-40 (NLT) Jesus replied, “‘You must 
love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your 
soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ The entire law and all the 
demands of the prophets are based on these two 
commandments.” 
 

Our purpose is to love God unreservedly 
and to love people unconditionally. 
 

The key to obeying the rules is to not 
focus on the rules of religion. 
 

“Love God and He will enable you to love 
others.” – Francine Rivers 
 
PASTOR’S BLESSING: Be blessed as you allow the 
Holy Spirit to rekindle your desire to love God with 
all of your heart, soul, mind, and strength. Be 
blessed as you allow the Holy Spirit to help you love 
other people unconditionally, the same way God 
loves you. Be blessed as you let go of the 
expectations of religion and embrace the richness 
and fullness of a relationship with the One who 
made you and saved you. Be blessed today in 
Jesus’ name… 
 

MY NOTES 
 


