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Let’s declare that this is going to be a NEW year! 
Psalm 145:18-19 (NIV) The LORD is near to all who call 
on him, to all who call on him in truth. He fulfills the 
desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and 
saves them. 

 

Prayer is the most important habit that a Christian 
must develop.  

2 Chronicles 7:14 (NLT) “If my people who are called by 
my name will humble themselves and PRAY and seek my 
face and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from 
heaven and will forgive their sins…” 
Ephesians 6:18 (NLT) “PRAY in the Spirit at all times and 
on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your 
PRAYERS for all believers everywhere.” 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 (NLT) “Never stop PRAYING.” 

 

• “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work. Prayer IS 
the greater work.” – Oswald Chambers 

• “Prayer should not be regarded as a duty which must 
be performed but rather as a privilege to be enjoyed.” – 
E.M. Bounds 

• “Prayer does not change God, but it changes he who 
prays.” – Soren Kierkegaard 

• “A day without prayer is a day without blessing, and a 
life without prayer is a life without power.” – Edwin 
Harvey 

 
 

Prayer is the foundation of our spiritual house. 
 
1 Samuel 3:1-10 (NIV) 1 The boy Samuel ministered before 
the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD was 
rare; there were not many visions. 2 One night Eli, whose eyes 
were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying 
down in his usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone 
out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the LORD, 
where the ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD called Samuel. 
Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and said, 
“Here I am; you called me.” But Eli said, “I did not call; go back 
and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 6 Again the LORD 
called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, 
“Here I am; you called me.” “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go 
back and lie down.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: 
The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8 A 
third time the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and 
went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” Then Eli  
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realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told 
Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, 
LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So, Samuel went and lay 
down in his place. 10 The LORD came and stood there, calling 
as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, 
“Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
 
 

Listening is key to an Effective Prayer Life 
 

1. We need peers & mentors in our life who 
recognize God’s voice.  

 

2. We need to suspend our human reasoning and 
be open to what God is speaking into our life. 
• New wine doesn’t fit old wineskins. If we’re not ready 

to grow and stretch into what God is speaking to us 
today, we’ll be stuck in yesterday while the anointing 
of the Holy Spirit has already moved on. 

 

3. Prayer is most effective when we listen more 
than we talk. 
• Are you ready to allow God to remove the excess so 

He can replace it with something NEW in your life? 
 

Prayer of Blessing 
• Be blessed in 2021 with a thriving, healthy spiritual life 

that is first and foremost built upon the solid 
foundation of prayer. 

• Be blessed in 2021 with God-sent spiritual mentors 
who will walk with you in this journey of faith. 

• Be blessed in 2021 with a growing desire to be closer 
to God than you’ve ever experienced before. 

• Be blessed in 2021 with new vision that rejects your 
pre-conceived ideas, and a mind and heart that is 
completely open to the new thing God plans to do in 
your life. 

• Be blessed today and throughout all of 2021 in Jesus’ 
name… 
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