
March 24, 2020 

 
Members and Friends of Epiphany: 
 
Many of you are aware that COVID-19, the illness caused by coronavirus, has now been declared 
a pandemic. The landscapes regarding both this disease and our collective response to it are 
changing rapidly. Many institutions, organizations, businesses and agencies are suspending 
operations, and government officials are requesting cancellations for large gatherings of people. 
Out of an abundance of caution and in order to do our part in the measures that may prevent a 
quick spread of COVID-19, we are suspending all public worship for the next two weeks. That 
means Epiphany Lutheran Church will not be gathering for worship in person until after April 12 
(Easter). In addition, all in person meetings are cancelled/postponed until further notice. We will 
assess at a later time whether subsequent Sunday worship services (after April 12) will be 
suspended. Although we are not gladdened by this unprecedented decision, we understand that 

by refraining from large gatherings we are showing our concern for health care workers and may 
be helping to minimize the impact this outbreak will have on our public health infrastructure. 
Please make note below of some of the ways we will continue to be church together during this 
time apart: 
 
Worship: 
We plan to offer digital (on-line) worship options, and we are thankful we have the ability to do 
so! We are also thankful we have members in the congregation with these gifts. We will be 
livestreaming our worship service this Sunday, March 15, at 10:30am on our Epiphany Lutheran 
Church Facebook page and our Instagram page. You will need to “like” our page on Facebook 
or follow us on Instagram (epiphanyelca) in order to view it. We will also record the worship 
service and post it on our YouTube channel so that people may view it whenever is convenient 

for them. We will send a link when it is prepared. 
 
Faith Formation: 
All Sunday School classes are cancelled for through April 12. 
 
Wednesday evening meals: 
All Wednesday evening meals through April 12 have been cancelled. 
 
Other meetings and rehearsals: 
Individual leaders and groups will decide on their own whether to cancel their meetings and 
rehearsals. This includes our various Bible Studies, Seedling Group meetings, music ensembles, 
and community service team projects (HHOPE, Epiphany Quilters, etc.). Since social distancing 
is mostly needed in relation to large groups, we feel smaller groups can still meet if they feel it is 

necessary. Please contact your ministry team leader to learn more about cancellations and 
postponements. 
 
Offerings: 
As of right now, the church office has no plans to close. You may mail in your offerings or drop 
them by during the week. At a later point we may be sending out ways for people to make 
contributions on-line. We know that many may be experiencing financial anxiety during this 

https://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5hI-nDTLhPbjgiVmbmXUaA?view_as=subscriber


time. We pray for the impact of this response to have minimal impact on families’ well-being, 

especially those in our communities who are most vulnerable. 
 
Other ways to be church: 
This situation is unprecedented, and not being able to gather as a faith community will no doubt 
be strange. We hope to offer additional ways to stay connected in the coming weeks. Many of 
these will be on-line, and we realize not everyone can take part in those opportunities. However, 
we hope to organize some other non-computer-based systems of including and checking in on 
our brothers and sisters in Christ. As always, pray without ceasing, especially for those affected by 
COVID-19 and those caring for them.  
 
Lastly, we realize that these closures and cancellations constitute what one person called a 
“pandemic of disappointment.” It is easy to get discouraged at such major shifts in life’s patterns 
and joys. The season of Lent recalls, among other things, the time that God’s people wandered in 

the wilderness, unsure of what each new day would bring. Like Jesus, who was tempted in the 
desert for forty days, they learned to depend wholly on God’s grace for what they needed. As it 
now happens, learning to trust in God’s providence during a time of social distancing will be a 
part of our Lenten discipline. May God surprise us with grace and renewed faith. May we fed 
with the words of the apostle Paul:“suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.” 
 
Witnessing with joy, 
 
Pastor Phillip Martin 
Pastor Joseph Bolick 

Tripp Dillard, Congregation President 

 


