
Third Sunday after the Epiphany – January 24, 2016 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates us and forms us, 
who redeems us and calls us, 
who unites us and sends us. 
Amen. 
 

Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Mighty and loving God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We seek our own way. 
We divide the body of Christ. 
In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us. 
Let the words of our mouths, 
the thoughts of our hearts, 
and everything that we do 
be filled with faith, hope, and love. 
Amen. 
 

Hear the voice of Jesus: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to proclaim release to the captives.” 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, I proclaim to you that your sins are forgiven 
and you are released. The joy of the Lord is your strength, and the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit are yours forever. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the 
nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may 
embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 

Luke 4:14-21 
14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a 
report about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to 
teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to 
the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to 
read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled 
the scroll and found the place where it was written: 
 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
  because he has anointed me 
   to bring good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovery of sight to the blind, 
   to let the oppressed go free, 
 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. 
The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say 
to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 
MEDITATION ON THE WORD 
 
Hymn – “O Word of God, Incarnate”   (William How) 
O Word of God Incarnate, O Wisdom from on high 
O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky. 
We praise you for your radiance that from the hallowed page 
A lantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to age. 
 
The church from you, dear Master, received the gift divine. 
And still that light is lifted o’er all the earth to shine. 
It is the chart and compass that, all life’s voyage through, 
Mid mists and rocks and quicksands still guides, O Christ, to you. 
 
Oh, make your church, dear Savior, a lamp of burnished gold. 
To bear before the nations your true light as of old. 
Oh, teach your wandering pilgrims by this their path to trace 
Till, clouds and darkness ended, they see you face to face. 
 
PRAYERS 
 
DISMISSAL 


