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The Newsletter of Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church, Richmond, VA
Walk the Journey + Worship the Christ + Witness with Joy

September 2018
Rally Day - Sunday, September 9
8:30 am-Worship with Holy Communion
9:45 am-Sunday School Kick-Off, Sanctuary
11:00 am-Worship with Holy Communion
12:15 pm - Rally Day Picnic & Activities
Please join us in Price Hall for a catered picnic on Rally Day, September 9, following the second service.
Menu: Chicken, Hot Dogs, Various Salads, Fruit and Veggies, Chips, Dessert
Suggested Donation: $5/adult and $3/child.
Household Max is $20.
Questions or if you'd like to help, call Beth Barger at 282-6066.
An Inflatable Dry Slide will be set up outside, weather permitting.

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday, September 9
“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America — one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. On Sunday, September 9,
the nearly 10,000 congregations of this church gather to serve communities in ways that share the love of
God with all of God’s people.
This year, Epiphany’s project will support
The McShin Foundation, Virginia’s leading Peer to Peer
Recovery Community Organization.
See Page 19 for more information...

CONFIRMATION CLASSES BEGIN!
Confirmation Orientation for students and parents of both classes is on
Wednesday, September 12, from 7 pm to 7:30 pm in the Upper Room.
This is a “must” for parents of first-or second-year confirmands.
Confirmation class will continue after the orientation from 7:30 pm-8:30 pm.

On Sunday, September 9, we will return to our Fall worship hours:
8:30 am Worship Service with Holy Communion
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship Service with Holy Communion
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Finance Ministry

YTD through July, 2018, our receipts of $423,084 are ahead of budget by $554 and expenses of $423,088 are
$1,879 more than budget. Our net income is basically zero which is $1,325 unfavorable to our budgeted
surplus of $1,321.
Regular member giving is $408,575 which is below budget by $1,378 and favorable to last year by $207.
Total expenses year to date are $423,088 which is $1,879 above our budget due to timing of several large
items:
• Choir robes were budgeted for $6k but were acquired at a 50% discount resulting in $3k savings.
•

Christian Ed & Youth unfavorable $5.4k due to timing of expenditures and will catch up.

•

Property expense unfavorable $7.3k due to tree pruning and higher than budgeted natural gas expense due
to colder winter/spring.

•

Admin favorable by $3.7k due primarily to Audit payment that should hit in 3rd quarter.

•

Personnel favorable $3.9k due to timing of reimbursement from Nursery School on Workman’s Comp
insurance budgeted for December.
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Stewardship Ministry
Save the Date!
The Consecration Sunday Luncheon will be held following the 11:00
service on Sunday, October 21, 2018. We will celebrate our
congregation’s gifts to our church and our members’ willingness
“To Serve + To Offer + To Grow…Together”!
We will gather for a light lunch and desserts in Price Hall
beginning at about 12:30. Please sign-up for the luncheon in
the Commons in the upcoming weeks. Nursery care will be
available during the luncheon for those members with small
children.

Requesting Council Member Suggestions from the Congregation
The 2018 Nominating Team is asking for you to suggest persons to be considered
for the list of council nominees that will be presented at our annual meeting in
November. During the month of September, pew slips will be available for you to
recommend persons you feel would be good leaders of our congregation.
According to our constitution, people eligible to be suggested must be confirmed
and communing members who have made a contribution of record within the last
two years.

CALLING ALL COLLEGE ADDRESSES!!!
The church office needs updated mailing addresses for all of our college/university students. If you are at
college/university or have a child at college/university this fall, please
send updated mailing info to churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org or drop it
by the church office when you come to worship on a Sunday.
Thank you!!
****And please let us know if you were involved in one of our “rotating
schedule” ministries such as Communion Assistants, Ushers, Crucifers
etc. The team leads will need to know so as to not schedule you during
your time away.
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Music Ministry
NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT
Thank you
We are especially thankful to all those who shared their musical offerings with us in worship throughout the
summer. We appreciate your willingness to share your God-given talents. Our participants this year
included Matthew Barger, Sallie Bartholomew,
Ben Beausergent, William Bice, Amelie Bice,
Matt Boyle, Maria Frame, Erin Freeman, Bobby Mawyer,
Carol McKean, Alice Peyton, Sam Robinson,
Tom Stevens, Daniel Stipe, Connie Tuttle, Matt White,
VBS Participants, and Bill Hockman with the
“Rewind Quarter of the Virginians Barbershop Chorus”.
Thank you!
Epiphany Brass
The brass ensemble adds a rich sound to our worship life on many occasions. Our next offerings will be for
Sunday, October 21 and Reformation Sunday, October 28. Please contact Kevin at 746-5756 or
kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org if you are available and willing to play for this service.
Here we go again!
All of our groups will begin rehearsals this month. If you have questions about any of our music ministries,
please refer to the music ministry catalog or contact Kevin at 746-5756 or kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org.
Chancel Choir (11:00) – begins 7:15 pm. Wednesday, September 5, music room
Chancel Choir (8:30) – begins 8:00 am. Sunday, September 9, music room
Epiphany Ringers – begins 10:00 am. Sunday, September 9, balcony
Cherub Choir – begins 6:30 pm. Wednesday, September 12, room 104
Singing Saints – begins 6:30 pm. Wednesday, September 12, music room
Junior Handbells – begins 7:00 pm. Wednesday, September 12, balcony
Epiphany Brass – to be arranged based on those available for October 21 and 28.
We hope to see returning faces as well as new faces!
It’s not too early – for…
Thinking about the Christmas musical! This year’s musical will be on December 16, and we will need lots of
people! So, if you have been thinking about joining Singing Saints (second grade through sixth grade), now
is the time to come on out! If you have aged out of singing saints, there is still room for you to come act with
us! The more the merrier! High school actors, please consider joining us – more hands make light work for
all! You won’t want to miss this show - it will be royal! Contact Kevin at 746-5756 or
kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org to volunteer today! Not revealing the title just yet…let’s keep you curious
for a while, but it is guaranteed to be fun!
Acolyte and Crucifer Training
If you are interested in becoming an acolyte or a crucifer, the
following date is available for training.
Acolytes (grades 4-7) and Crucifers (grades 8-12): Sunday,
September 16, 9:45 am.
Kim Yucha will come to the Sunday School classes to pick up those
who are interested.
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Faith Formation
In search of adult mentors for youth in confirmation…

A backbone of the confirmation ministry program at Epiphany is the regular
conversations our confirmands have with adult mentors. As we all know,
familiarity with Christian faith is developed and strengthened not simply through
classes or lectures or the reading of books.

Those things can help, but faith is always primarily about building
relationships—a relationship with the God who comes near to us in Jesus and the
relationships we have with other members of the body of Christ. The counsel,
friendship, and listening ear that adult mentors can offer our young people in
confirmation become valuable ways in which those relationships are fostered. In
fact, studies in youth ministry repeatedly indicate that one of the most influential
factors in keeping a youth active in the life of faith as they make the transition to
adulthood is ongoing, meaningful connections with five or more adults in that
community of faith.
When an adult volunteers his or her time to make this kind of investment, they are helping form a new
generation of Christ-followers. However, the mentor relationship is not a one-way street! The mentor’s own
faith and relationship to the church is also blessed and nurtured through this ministry.
This fall we will be welcoming 10 ninth-graders into our confirmation ministry, which means we are in need
of four more men to serve as confirmation mentors. Can you help? The commitment will be a total of two
years, over which time you will engage a student (the same student each time) in twelve 30-minute
conversations. Orientation and a conversation guide booklet are provided. Please prayerfully consider being an
integral part in accompanying a young person in the journey of faith. Please sign-up in the Commons.
Peace in Christ, Pastor Phillip

Children and Youth Sunday School Teaching Team Members Needed
There is still a need for Teachers and Helpers for many of our Sunday School Classes for the upcoming year
and it is not too late to join in on the fun! There is a particular need for adults interested in working with our
Kindergarten, 3rd Grade and Middle School Classes! Consider joining a Teaching Team and adding to
Epiphany’s Faith Formation experience for our children and youth!
Register on the church website at epiphanyelca.org/learn or email Cheryl, cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org to
learn more or ask questions!
All Adult Sunday School Teaching Team Members and Substitutes must complete a Background Screening
with Epiphany Lutheran Church before participating in a classroom. Copies of the policy are available in the
Church Office and on the church website at epiphanyelca.org/learn.

Mandatory Teaching Team Training
September 2
9:45 am, Sala Chapel
All members of Sunday School Teaching Teams and
registered Substitutes are required to attend a training
session during which members of the Safety Team
will be conducting training on our Sunday School Evacuation Plan, Attendance Procedures, and “Go Bags.” If
you cannot make one of these training sessions, please contact Cheryl Baggs, cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org,
to schedule an alternate training time which will be announced soon.
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Faith Formation
Introducing Seedling Small Group Ministry!
Have you ever wished you had more time to connect with
people in your congregation?
Have you ever wanted to “dig in” a little deeper to the
Bible passages read in worship on Sunday?
Have you ever wanted to grow your relationship with God
and with your church family?
Have you ever left worship wondering, “What did the
pastor mean in his sermon this morning??”
Seedling Small Groups are a new ministry of Epiphany designed to help
address all of those questions…and more! The goal of Seedling Small
Groups is to provide opportunities for fellowship and spiritual growth among members of the congregation.
They will begin meeting this fall, take a break for Christmas and New Year’s, and then resume in the winter.
Seedling Small Groups fit nicely with our congregation’s Faith Formation objective, which is “to build a
community of Christ-followers who grow in their faith and equip them to be disciples in their homes, in their
church, and in the world.” Seedling groups will accomplish this objective, in part, by forming small
communities of people who will share their faith in the contexts of people’s homes. Groups will typically
include 6-12 people.
How will Seedling Small Group Ministry work?
From September 2 through Sunday, September 16 there will be sign-up sheets for the different Seedling Group
options in the Commons. There will be a variety of options—some Seedling groups will be for couples only,
some for individuals only, and some groups for both couples and individuals together. We have also tried to
spread out the Seedling Groups geographically so that there are some in Mechanicsville (and places east),
some in the West End, and one in the South Side. Look through the options and find a meeting time and place
that works for your schedule.
The leaders of each Seedling Group have already been recruited and trained. The leader of the group you sign
up for will contact you and give your more information about how the meetings will proceed. Meetings will
begin either the week of September 23 or September 30 and continue until early December. Once you sign up
for a Seedling group, we ask that people commit to attending at least the first TWO meetings before you
decide to back out.
On Sunday, September 16, we will be offering an information session on Seedling groups in Price Hall at
9:45. Part of that info session will include a brief example of what a Seedling Group meeting looks like.
We hope you will consider joining a Seedling group this fall!

6

Sunday School Service Projects
2018-19 Sunday School Service Projects will focus on Local Schools!
This year the majority of our Sunday School Service Projects will be focused on ways that we can support
schools with significant need in our community. Many local families struggle to provide children with basic
school supplies, appropriate clothing, etc… and we believe our Sunday School families can make a difference!

Was the winner the Rock, Paper, Scissors or Glue?
The winner of our August Service Project is definitely local students.
Thank you to everyone who brought in school supplies during August. We collected 270 pencils, 7850 sheets
of paper, 15 pairs of scissors, 501 glue sticks, and lots of erasers, highlighters, rulers, index cards and more!
Thank you!

For September, let’s….
Plug in for School!
Supply needs continue when students get to
the middle and high school years, but those
supplies often look a lot different. A local
middle and high school has expressed the need to receive Earbuds and USB Jump or Flash Drives for students
to use for class. Earbuds and USB Flash Drives (8 GB or larger please) are available at many stores for less
than $5 a piece. A collection bin is located in the Commons by the Faith Formation Bulletin Board!

2 Corinthians 5:7a
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Sunday Faith Formation
Backpack & Briefcase Blessing
Sunday, September 2, 2018
It’s almost time to head Back to School! As you are making sure you have all
your supplies, books, and schedules ready to go for the fall, take some time to
join us on Sunday, September 2 to celebrate and bless the beginning of
another school year and new opportunities to grow and learn.
Everyone is invited! Students and adults alike can bring their backpacks,
laptop bags, lunch boxes or briefcases to worship either at 8:30 or 10:30 am.
We will celebrate and honor all who return to school or the fall work
schedule.

Rally Day is Sunday, September 9, 2018!!
Join us for our annual Sunday School Kick Off Celebration in the Sanctuary at
9:45 am as we kick off another great Sunday School year! Parents and Children,
plant to come meet your 2018-19 Sunday School Teaching Teams during our
Sunday School Opening and Open House! Then, plan to join us after the 11:00
service for our Annual Rally Day Congregational Picnic.
We hope everyone will join in on the fun!

After Rally Day, Sunday
School begins at 9:45 am
Sunday Mornings through
May 19, 2019.
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Adult Faith Formation
Adult Sunday School Class Opportunities for September
Intro to Seedling Groups on Sunday, September 16 in Price Hall
Join us to learn more about and explore the Seedling Groups. After an introduction to what the Seedling
Groups are, we will do an abbreviated version!

New Member Class starts Sunday, September 23 in Sala Chapel
Whether new or longstanding member, learn or rediscover some of the basics of what Lutherans believe,
about Grace, the Sacraments and the Word of God. Learn how you are a part of our Epiphany Community.

Tuesday Morning & Wednesday Evening Bible Study
Our study time together will begin on Tuesday, September 11 at 10:30 am and Wednesday, September 12 at
6:30 pm in Sala Chapel. Take time to join us as we embark on new studies this fall. More information about
specific studies will be available on the Bulletin Board in the
Commons.

Thursday Morning Mom’s Bible Study begins
September 13 at 9:30 am
Join us in Sala Chapel for our Kick Off Brunch, bring a dish to
share and come prepared to catch up with old friends, meet new
friends and connect with women in the church around the Bible.
We will be continuing with the Sticky Church model we started in
the spring!.

Upcoming Adult Sunday School Class
Opportunities
Coming in October…“When Words Fail” - Alzheimer’s

Support Group - Class and Kick Off
Following the Sunday School class from last fall based on “When
Words Fail” by Reverend Kathy Berry, many people wanted to
continue to learn and connect with others within our church
family in order to provide support and understanding.
Starting Sunday, October 14 in Price Hall, please join the Stephen Ministers and Tina Thomas, Director of
Programs and Services of the Richmond Chapter of Alzheimer’s Association to discuss Alzheimer’s Disease
and how it and other chronic long term illnesses affect patients, caregivers and families as well as support
available from the Alzheimer’s Association.
Based on interest in continuing with a support group at the conclusion of the four weeks, Steve Rhodes plans
to facilitate an Alzheimer’s Support Group for a six month trial at Epiphany.
Steve Rhodes is available to answer any questions you may have about this opportunity. Please call, text
(757.615.4309) or email (sfrhodes13@gmail.com) with any and all questions.
9

Youth Ministry in September

TOGETHER

for

GOOD

Sunday, September 9 is Epiphany Youth Group Kick-off! (7th-12th Grade) meets in the Star Lodge at 12:45
pm (after getting food at 12:15 pm in Price Hall) for games, songs, and fun with old and new friends. We will all
conclude our time together at 2 pm. All youth in 7th through 12th grades are a part of the Epiphany Youth
Group (EYG) and are welcome at all youth events, retreats, and activities. Our mission is to strengthen a
relationship of faith in Christ Jesus by discovering and developing our Spirit-given gifts for use in God’s world,
and we live out this mission through fellowship, bible study, and service.
Also on Sunday September 9, we invite Parent to a Meeting for all youth in 7th -12th Grade in the chapel
from 12:45-2pm.
Sunday, September 23-Epiphany Youth Group (7th-12th Grade) meets in the Star Lodge at 12:15 for lunch
and fellowship, games and activities.

Wednesday, September 26-7+8th Grade Fellowship serves at CARITAS, Price Hall, 7-8:30pm. 7th and 8th
Grade Fellowship meets one Wednesday night a month for supper, games, and fun. Typically meets on the
second Wednesday of the month.
A full calendar is available from Pastor Joseph (epiphanyyouthgroupva@gmail.com) and is also available on the
Epiphany website nestled in the ‘youth’ tab under the ‘learn’ banner.

Lil Youth First Meeting!

LIL
YOUTH

All Parents and Youth (5-6th grades) please join Alexandra in
the Upper Room, Sunday, September 9, at 12:45 pm (after
getting food at 12:15 pm in Price Hall) for introductions, games,
and all the information you need about our upcoming year
together. We will all conclude our time together at 2 pm.
Lil Youths is Epiphany’s YOUTH GROUP just for 5th and 6th
graders and we hope YOU will join us for monthly gatherings
this coming year, including games, field trips, crafts, service
projects, and more as we grow in faith and friendship!
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Youth Ministry
ATTENTION PARENTS — Our new year of Youth Ministry will kick off on Rally Day, September 9!
The purpose of youth ministry at Epiphany is for children and youth to
have an encounter with the God made known in Jesus Christ through
fellowship, Bible study, and service. All of our games, activities, and
trips are for the purpose of building friendships in Christ and all youth
events and gatherings are open to guests, friends, and parents.
In our communication you may see “EYG,” which abbreviates
Epiphany Youth Group and is our ministry to and with 7-12th grade
youth, and “Lil Youths,” which is our ministry to and with 5-6th grade
youth. If you have a child in one of these age groups and are not
already receiving emails and communications from us, please email
Pastor Joseph to be added to our distribution list:
epiphanyyouthgroupva@gmail.com
DRIVERS NEEDED — College Students from University of Richmond and Virginia Commonwealth
University will soon be back on campus! We are a congregation-based
campus ministry site, which means we invite college students to
participate in all aspects of our ministry and invite students to call
Epiphany “home” during their time in Richmond. We are looking for a
few people or families who would be able to give students a ride to and/
or from campus to join our community. If you are able to help, please
contact Pastor Joseph in the church office or by email:
pastorjoseph@epiphanyelca.org

September Baptism Birthdays
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LAMB’s Basket Food Drive
We will be handing out grocery bags with a list of
needed food items for The LAMB’s Basket
on Sunday, September 9, immediately following
both services. We hope that you will provide
support either through buying requested groceries
or providing financial support. Needed items
are: Canned Pasta Sauce, Canned Meat,
Canned Vegetables, Canned Fruit, Mac and
Cheese, 16 oz. box of Spaghetti, Cereal, Peanut
Butter, and Grape Jelly. If you wish to
participate, we ask that you bring your donations
to the church by Sunday, September 23 or as
soon as you are able. Thank you so much for
your continued support for this much needed
community organization. Any questions? Check
out our church display or call Cheryl Hamm at (804) 399-7650 .

Epiphany Blood Drive
Last chance to donate blood, Sept 30.
The final Epiphany blood drive of 2018 will take place in Price
Hall Sunday, September 30 from 8a-12noon. All blood types are
greatly needed. If you are unable to give at that time, you can
donate at any time at Virginia Blood Services (several Richmond
area locations). Please give the staff Epiphany’s ID#
5647. Questions? Contact Carl Erickson 873 5163.

Epiphany Quilt-a-thon - Many, many thanks to each and
every one who helped make our Epiphany Quilt-a-thon a
big success! The quilting team hopes everyone had a good
time. With many hands we assembled quilts and packed
school kits for Lutheran World Relief. We are reminded
that it’s God's Work, Our Hands all year long.

Quilts being delivered from Quilt-a-thon
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Property Ministry
The Pews
Recently, if you were in the Sanctuary between
Wednesday and Friday, you may have seen this.
This is the start of a program to repair – as much
as possible – our pews. Of the 40 pews n the
Sanctuary floor, 10 were added in 1992 and the
remaining 30 were original to the construction of
the Sanctuary in 1961. Some of these pews have
been repaired/refurbished twice already – 1974
and 1997. In 2016 as part of the Vision 2020
Long Range Plan, repair or replacement of the
pews was listed as a goal. The time has now come
to make repairs.
On Wednesday mornings, Bob VanDivender,
John Hartmann and Henry Wheeler meet to make
repairs. (Henry is a friend of John’s who has over
40 years of woodworking and carpentry
experience.) Priority is being given to the pews
that need immediate attention. The good news is that most of the repairs are
being made to wood that the laminate has broken down and the wood is now separated. This will probably
take a year to complete but it is better to go slow than rush this project. Also, this allows for Sunday services
to have full seating capability – that is no tools and turned-over pews during Sunday services. Coordination
with the Pastor has been arranged that allows for special services on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday as
needed.
If you are interested in helping or want to watch, join us on Wednesday morning for the repairs.

CONGREGATION COUNCIL
Rob Burger ‘20 - Council President
Macon Sizemore ‘19 - Vice President
Jennifer Baker ‘21 - Council Secretary
Tim Sparks ‘19 - Treasurer
Council Members
Wayne Shimko ‘19
Carol Mawyer ‘19
Kyle Anderson ‘20
Leigh Dunavant ‘20
Greg Parker ‘21
Linda Reckenbeil ‘21

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr.,
pastorphillip@epiphanyelca.org
Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick,
pastorjoseph@epiphanyelca.org
Visitation Pastor - The Rev. Tom Bosserman,
pastortom@epiphanyelca.org
Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger,
kevinbarger@epiphanyelca.org
Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin,
churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org
Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger,
bethbarger@epiphanyelca.org
Interim Director of Faith Formation Ministries, Cheryl Baggs,
cherylbaggs@epiphanyelca.org
Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton,
debbiesexton@epiphanyelca.org
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Fellowship Ministry
WEDNESDAY EVENING MEALS
Beginning September 12, all are welcome to join us for food, fellowship, and faith each
Wednesday beginning with dinner in Price Hall at 5:45 pm. Choir rehearsals, Bible
Studies, and Confirmation classes are offered.
Suggested donations for the evening meal are $5/adult and $3/child 12 and under.
Household max is $20.00.
Please sign up at the Welcome Desk Table in the Commons or email the church office
by Monday night at churchoffice @epiphanyelca.org
The menus are posted on the church’s website at www.epiphanyelca.org and on the sign up sheets.
Are you able to lend a hand with clean up? Please contact Beth Barger at 282-6066.
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
This month our group will meet in the parlor on the fourth Tuesday of the month in the parlor at 11:00 am,
September 25. There is always room for at least 1 or 2 more so please don't
hesitate to attend. Lessons will also be offered. We would love to teach the
youth of our church to knit or crochet. If you would like to learn this art,
please either call me or attend our meeting. If you would like to work from
home and not attend our meetings, we would love to count you as one of our
members also.
There are so many reasons for us to share a prayer shawl with those we care
about: those with health issues; those in distress; those who mourn; those
who travel or move away from friends and/or family; new baby; graduate;
newlyweds; to name a few.
Please know that the prayer shawl ministry is anxious for you to take this opportunity to request a Prayer
Shawl for someone you know that is in need of comfort. Simply go the church office and Hanne can assist you
with your need.

All Circles will start up again in September!
The Margaret Miller Circle Margaret Miller Circle's annual covered dish luncheon will meet Tuesday,
September 11 at 10:30 am. at Betsy Williamson's home. Please call
Donna Josephson (804) 883-5955 or Jackie Collins (703) 304-8568 if
you have any questions.

The Clara Sullivan Circle will be meeting on Wednesday, September 12 at 10:00 am in Star Lodge. The
program will be presented by Jackie Collins - 2018 VSWO Convention Update. All are welcome! Any
questions call Eileen Johnson 804-752-6140 or Brenda Barnes 804-339-1417.
The Katie Luther Circle If you are interested in joining our evening circle, please contact Tatter Hartmann at
804-841-0276 or tatterh@hotmail.com
The WELCA group in the Richmond area are have a meeting called the Fall Gathering. It will be meeting on
Oct. 13, at Christ the King Lutheran Church from 2-4 pm. The program will be a report from a group from that
church who did mission work in El Salvador. Persons interested in attending the meeting please notify your
Circle leader or Peggy Roberts before October 11th.
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Fellowship Ministry
EPIPHANY SUPPER CLUB
Fall 2018
THE EPIPHANY SUPPER CLUB brings together singles and couples who
enjoy making new friends in the congregation and sharing meals in one another’s homes. We gather in groups of six or eight arranged by the coordinators. Sign-up sheets will be available in “the commons” from Sunday,
September 9 through Sunday, September 30. Please stop by before or after
the worship services and consider this opportunity for fellowship and fun. If
you are unable to sign-up at the church, but wish to participate in our fall

Men’s Basketball

Join us Tuesday, September 4, in Price Hall (the gym) for full court play from 7:30 to 9 pm. Bring
two shirts, one light and one dark colored, which helps distinguish teams during play.
We play the first Tuesday of each month.

Altar Care
September is the beginning of the church activities after a few months of vacation. The church year
continues with green Paraments. This is affectionately called the season of “green meadow” which is the
time to grow and mature in your faith.

Altar Care Servers for September:
Early Service: Nancy Nye, Poppi & Arden Ebbesen
Late Service: Bobbie Jo Carroll & Beth Barger
Many thanks again to those bringing the disposable flower vases.
Peggy Roberts

Volunteers Needed for delivering altar flowers to those in the
hospital or recuperating at home. Deliveries can be made on
Sunday after late service or Monday/Tuesdays. To volunteer,
please contact Norene Girton at 804-360-3069 or
tagirton@gmail.com.
Words placed on vase for altar flower delivery:
These flowers have been in the Sanctuary of the church. They
have heard the hymns that were sung, the prayers that were
offered, and the sermon that was preached. Now, they come to
you, and in their silent way are telling you of God’s love and
healing power, and the wish of the members of Epiphany
Lutheran Church that you be blessed with faith, hope, health,
and happiness.
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Stephen Ministry
Some Reflections
In 2000, Pastors Chris
Price and Mark England
attended a Stephen
Ministry Leader class in
Baltimore. They
returned to recruit and
train eight members of
Epiphany who were then
commissioned in June,
2001 to serve as Stephen
Ministers. I was among
them. With the coming
and going of folks
through the years, there
have been a total of 30 Stephen Ministers and four Stephen Leaders (excluding the pastors who initiated the
program.)
As a life-long Lutheran, I must acknowledge that my involvement in this ministry has been a mountain-top
experience. I am a better person for it. If nothing else it has made me a better listener, a better husband, a better
father and a better friend - not perfect in any of these, but better.
Stephen Ministry has afforded me the privilege of working with some very impressive, remarkable people. In
truth, I have had more than two dozen Stephen Ministers who have ministered to me as we have ministered to
one another. I have learned from them, benefitted from their wisdom, and been strengthened by their witness
and the prayers and devotionals they have offered. Most meaningful is the care, compassion and support they
have brought to their care receivers. I really did not anticipate all these blessings when I volunteered in 2000.
There has been another surprise. I never conceived of this as a ministry of outreach; I thought we would
chiefly minister to members of Epiphany. Currently we have eight care receivers. Only two are members of
Epiphany. Some belong to another church; others are unchurched. They live in Rockville and Mechanicsville
and Sandston as well as Richmond. Through the years they have come to us through a wide range of referrals pastoral, by a member of Epiphany, by a Stephen Minister reaching out to a friend at work, by a Stephen
Leader in Connecticut and another in Indiana, by churches in the area.
As thankful as I am for these care receivers, it has been puzzling that so few at Epiphany avail themselves of
the opportunity to have the support of a caring, faith-filled person. This is no doubt due to the fact that we have
very effective pastoral visitation through Pastors Martin, Bolick and Bosserman. I also believe that we have a
very caring congregation. (My family has experienced this. When we discovered my wife had developed
cancer a second time, it was reassuring to have more than one person offer their prayers and support and a will
to listen to a person in need.)
Yet having acknowledged these strengths about Epiphany, it is also evident that there are folks who could
benefit from a care giver but who decide to “soldier on” and explain that they have “broad shoulders” and can
cope. That is a shame. They need not do so alone.
At the end of this month I will be stepping down as a Stephen Leader. I do so with a deep and abiding thanks
to Epiphany for having this ministry; to the Stephen Ministers who are walking the journey, worshipping the
Christ, and witnessing with joy; and to the care receivers who have had the courage to invite another to walk
with them through a troublesome time.
Mike Horacek, Stephen Leader
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Stephen Ministry cont’d
A Testimonial of Care Received
When my wife of seventeen years told me that she wanted a divorce, I went into a total tailspin. My world was
turned upside down. I loved and admired her more than anyone on Earth. I talked to some friends who told me
to hang in there and that I would eventually heal. I didn't think I would ever feel better. I was miserable all of
the time and thinking dark thoughts quite commonly. At least four times a week, I broke down in my car and
started crying uncontrollably. I needed more than the consult and advice of my friends. I needed an unearthly
solution to the worst problem I have suffered in 54 years. I was at a church in Ashland, and I saw a card in the
pew about the Stephen's Ministry.
I contacted someone at the church but they had no one available...but they did agree to reach out and that is
how I was paired with Rob Hamlin.

Rob and I met and I broke down in front of him while telling my story. He didn't judge me, he prayed for
me. He told me that I needed to lay my emotions at God's feet. He told me that sometimes, life is too painful
to handle alone and you need to shed as much of the pain as you can. I needed to start traveling lighter and
sharing my burden with God. I needed to do more than that. I needed God to carry my burden and me at the
same time.
Rob and I met regularly and he never judged me. He listened and reminded me that God has a plan for me to
prosper. Over three years, my life has started to rebuild. I found devotions to read and more people to talk to,
and time was a big healer. Rob didn't necessarily make me feel directly better. What he did was he walked
down the dark path with me until I began to come into lightness. He kept reminding me that there is a loving
God who is with me always.
I still have some tough days, but they are much easier to get through with God beside me or even carrying
me. Rob was a fellow traveler for me, and he pointed my eyes to the Lord. I am forever grateful.
(Care Receiver)

Community Service Ministry
Micah Kick Off 2018

As leaves are falling and school supplies are on sale in every store, we know a new school year is beginning.
And so it is at Epiphany’s partner school, Southampton Elementary.
Our congregation’s involvement at Southampton is part of a larger Richmond city-wide organization known
as MICAH.
Approximately 60 interfaith groups participate in MICAH, and every school year MICAH begins with a
“Kick Off.” Our “MICAH Annual Kick Off 2018” is Thursday, September 13, at Second Baptist Church. You
are invited! Attending this event (or any part of it) is an excellent way to learn more about the program.
This year’s keynote speaker is Superintendent James Kamras. Following the introductory remarks and Dr.
Kamras speech that begins at 9 am, will be three workshops from which to choose: New Volunteer Training,
Volunteering in a Multicultural Setting, and Preschool is REAL School. Lunch at noon by Apple Spice
Junction ($10) is optional. For more information, check MICAH info in Commons and/or contact Mary Sue
Oehler, 804-364-2794; 804-929-8301;msoehler3@gmail.com
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Community Service Ministry
"CARITAS helps our most vulnerable neighbors break the cycles of
addiction and homelessness to reclaim their dignity." You can find more info
here: www.caritasva.org/about-us/our-mission/ We call upon the
congregation to welcome our CARITAS guests from September 22 - 29.
Again, Epiphany will welcome 32 women for which we will need over 125 members of our church to help
provide them with a warm place to sleep, a place to rest, eat, shower, and even just a warm smile. We will
have many jobs where members can volunteer including cooking and or serving dinner, making 8 lunches,
laundering towels, playing music or sharing any other gift you have to offer. Please donate socks, and travel
size toothpaste and deodorant.
This ministry is only successful with the good work of this congregation. Please prayerfully consider serving
during this week. Most of the jobs just require a couple of hours of service. If this is your first time working,
we will make sure you have a buddy or guidance. It is a great way to meet others in our congregation and for
high schoolers to earn their community service hours. Many ministry teams have enjoyed working together
while serving one of the dinners – we hope they will sign up again this year.
Sign-up sheets are available at the Welcome Desk Table in the Commons. PLEASE GET INVOLVED
Call Kim Johnson with questions at 282-1603 or email at jkecjohnson@gmail.com
"At CARITAS we believe the key to halting the spread of homelessness is to bring those who can help face-toface with those who are in need of help. We invite people from the street and transport them to local
congregations to be sheltered, fed, and loved by people who are blessed to have a home. We also provide case
management support to help clients find housing, give furnishings once housed, and help a few find
employment."

LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY
Time Commitment: 3.5hours/day
Epiphany sends volunteers on the second Friday
and third Wednesday of each month to the
Community Food Pantry to help distribute food
(Fridays) and stock the shelves (Wednesdays).
To volunteer, contact Beth Barger at 282.6066, or
sign up at the Welcome Desk. For additional
information, call the pantry at 565.8007. Inclement
weather? Check channel 8 for closings, or if
Henrico schools are closed, then LAMB’s Basket is
closed.
Reminder:
Release forms are available on the Community
Service bulletin board for those under 18.

Epiphany’s Upcoming Dates:
Friday, September 14, 9:30 am - 1:00 pm
Wednesday, September 19, 9:30 am - 1:00 pm
Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave:
Take Glenside Dr. North
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave.
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave.
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.
Enter through rear door
Quarterly Newsletter can be found at:
www.lambsbasket.org
18

Community Service Ministry
“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday (September 9)
“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America — one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. On Sunday, September 9,
the nearly 10,000 congregations of this church gather to serve
communities in ways that share the love of God with all of
God’s people.
This year, Epiphany’s project will support The McShin
Foundation, Virginia’s leading Peer to Peer Recovery
Community Organization. They have been remarkably effective with the method of Peer to Peer Recovery
Support Services (PPRSS) which employs individuals with a Substance Use Disorder (SUD) to educate,
mentor, and spread the message of recovery to individuals new to recovery.
For more information, please visit their website. www.mcshin.org
In mid-August, we will begin collecting index cards, toilet paper, tissues, dish detergent and monetary
donations that will go directly to The McShin Foundation to cover the cost of an individual with SUD while
they are on their journey to a healthier life. Any amount is appreciated. Staying in a recovery house ($20/day
or $540/month), groceries ($60/week), and housing & linkage to detox services ($1,165). Checks can be
made payable to “Epiphany” with “McShin” on the memo line.
Using mostly Thrivent Action Team funds to purchase supplies, we will assemble the requested 40 toiletry
bags in Price Hall on Rally Day, September 9. These will be for new participants with a Substance Use
Disorder who arrive without the means to purchase these necessary supplies.
We hope to honor the memory of Brenna and Katie who lost their battles with SUD, and since September is
National Recovery Month, we’d like to spread awareness of The McShin Foundation's presence in our
community.

ACTS: Closing the Door on Homelessness
Thank you for helping us “raise the roof” to support this homeless
prevention ministry. Your generous
donations yielded 94 containers of
wipes, 117 rolls of paper towels, 54
bottles of laundry detergent, 295
rolls of toilet paper, and 2,345
diapers!
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Members in Our Prayers

Change of Address:
Alex Robbins
322 Maddy Way
Richmond Hill, GA
31324
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Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church
1400 Horsepen Road
Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road
Richmond, VA 23226
Phone: 804-282-6066
Fax: 804-282-6067
www.epiphanyelca.org
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a congregation of the ELCA

Worship Times
Sunday 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA
Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA
Instagram: epiphanyelca
FROM THE ARCHIVES
September 1970 – Church Council announced Mrs. Katherine Baxter was selected as the first Director of
Music and Christian Activities.

Audio recordings of sermons can be located on our website from our main
page “For sermons, click here”. Links to the pastors’ sermon blogs may also be
found there.
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