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 The Examiner 
The Newsletter of Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church, Richmond, VA 

September 2021 
Words from Our Pastor 

 

The COVID pandemic of the past twenty months has been a transformational time for the 
church, just as it has been for most aspects of life. That is to say, COVID has changed us 
and the ways in which we do ministry. We have had to adapt to the challenges of this 
time, and some of those adaptations will stay with us for a long time. One of those 
changes that is very positive is that we have become a hybrid congregation.  
 

A congregation that is hybrid regularly includes in-person ministry and virtual ministry, 
often at the same time. Just like a mule is a hybrid of a horse and a donkey, a hybrid 
congregation intentionally contains different population segments into one whole. Some 
people may attend worship, for example, in the congregation on a Sunday morning, while 
others may worship through a video or livestream worship service on YouTube. Some 
members may take part in a Bible study in our parlor, while others may “Zoom” in 
remotely to the same Bible study. These two groups—the virtual and physical—are not 
two separate congregations, but the same congregation in two different forms. 
 

Technically-speaking, Epiphany became a hybrid congregation in July of 2020 when we resumed in-person worship in 
the sanctuary. It was at that time when worship leaders realized we always had to think about gathering and reaching 
people through two different venues or platforms—the sanctuary on Sunday morning, and the YouTube/Facebook pre-
recorded worship that people watched whenever convenient to them. Even as our in-person worship attendance has 
slowly crept upward over the past year or so, our online attendance has stayed strong. For example, the average 
combined in-person worship attendance during July 2021 was 158 (two services). The estimated on-line average worship 
attendance was 107. Some who gather for worship virtually are long-time Epiphany members. Others are people who’ve 
never physically visited our site before and who live far away. Some have even requested to be on our mailing list and 
receive offering envelopes! 
 

Sometime this fall, we will fully embrace our hybrid congregation status when we switch to livestreaming our Sunday 
service each week. High-tech, hi-def cameras will be installed near the balcony and the side entrance which will fully 
capture our chancel and choir worship areas. They will be able to swivel and zoom in for the sermon and children’s 
sermon. A production center in the balcony will be equipped with state-of-the-art software that will enable us to transmit 
a high-quality live service over the internet. We will no longer be pre-recording our worship services and premiering 
them on YouTube; this livestream service will show exactly what is happening in the sanctuary every morning—hymns, 
sermons, children’s sermons, prayers—in real time! Words to hymns and worship texts will be shown on screen. All 
livestreamed services will be automatically archived on YouTube so that people can view them later at their 
convenience. A direct link to the livestream will be on our main website. 
 
It will take a bit of time for us to grow into this new way of being church. Those in the pews will need to constantly keep 
in mind the people attending from home. Those participating at home will need to be patient with those of us doing 
things “on the ground.” Sometimes the preacher may look directly into the camera. At other times we may accidentally 
wander out of view. Sometimes you may be in view of the camera! (Smile!) The biggest difference will be Holy 
Communion. Only those who worship in-person will be able to partake of the Lord’s Supper on Sunday mornings. 
 
When you read the gospels you see that Jesus is constantly trying to make connections with people. Whether he is 
healing, teaching, or calling disciples, Jesus is routinely breaking boundaries and pulling more people into the kingdom 
of God. In Acts, the Holy Spirit continually pushes the young church into new territories, encouraging it to consider new 
audiences. Now, through the challenges of a pandemic, that same spirit of Jesus is pushing his followers farther still, 
using Wi-Fi and technology to draw more people into his message. In all of this, however, we need to keep in mind that 
we are still connected to one another, and that the people “at home” or on vacation (or wherever they are viewing us) are 
very much a part of our community. Let us give thanks for this COVID change that is here to stay! 
 

Yours in Christ’s service, Pastor Phillip Martin 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
Understanding the dynamics of family is central to our identity as Christians and community. In our house-
holds, our role may be a partner, spouse, parent, grandparent, child, aunt, uncle, or cousin. Of course, biology 
is not mandatory. Our extended chosen family includes friends, colleagues, congre-
gants, and neighbors.  When the good times abound, like marriages, new babies, and 
graduations, the family celebrates together without much friction.  
 
We've all seen the other side, too. The touchy subject at a holiday meal reminds us 
how the people we love and cherish the most can communicate just as vigorously in 
opposition as in accord. And haven't we all seen the benefit of taking a deep breath, 
gathering our thoughts, and sharing a generous helping of grace and humility just as 
we're red-faced and frustrated? It's not a stretch to see how our families; biological, 
chosen, and congregational, have needed that deep breath and generous helping over 
and over recently. Importantly, everyone in the family is tired.  
 
In our 17 months of pandemic time, we've sacrificed in-person learning and worship, 
congregational meals, group service opportunities, and the sustaining comfort of being in-touch, in-person. 
Even the most basic comforts in times of grief were affected. One of humankind's most important rituals, the 
outpouring of care in presence during the mourning of death, was halted. These are weighty losses on a congre-
gational family that treasures being in community, in presence.  
 
The grief and loss continues today in the whiplash of an improving summer followed by a backsliding autumn. 
Can we responsibly sing in the sanctuary? Who gets a booster vaccine? Will there be changes to the worship 
schedule? How can we balance freedom and responsibility? These questions aren't called out on council agen-
das, but they keep showing up. Weighing recommendations from inhouse medical professionals, local health 
authorities, The CDC, ELCA, Virginia Synod, local faith leaders, and passionate congregants, we're trying to 
get this right. Learning from science and leading in faith is hard work. When we blunder, when we frustrate, 
when we juggle and waffle, we need that grace.  
 
And what grace and love and commitment this family lives! In the midst of this trial, you continue to hold each 
other up. You're calling, texting, and providing a lifeline to one another. You're loving your neighbor by vac-
cinating and masking. You're worshipping virtually and in-person. Your muffled singing through a mask is joy 
to the ear!  You've supported your ministry teams, honored your financial commitments, repaired the pews, 
spruced up the building, and made clear the way for whenever we worship and gather more normally. You 
have donated blood, food, and household supplies to put your love in action. You have led the cheers to en-
courage our rostered leaders as they learned a new way to shepherd the flock. You have asked tough questions, 
shared your frustrations, and welcomed new members into the congregational family. Thanks be to God for 
you! 
 
Sincerely,  
Tripp Dillard 

Council News 

On Sunday, September 12, we will return to our Fall worship hours: 

      8:30 am Worship Service with Holy Communion 

  9:45 am Rally Day Outdoor Worship with Family Faith Formation 

     11:00 am Worship Service with Holy Communion 
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Finance Ministry 

ALTAR CARE IN SEPTEMBER 
 

Thank you to everyone who did Altar Care in August! 
 First service - Alvah and Bonita Wyatt 
 Second service - Jeanette Linka and Nancy Fouse 
Altar Care in September– 
           First service - Poppy and Arden Ebbesen 
           Second service - Beth Barger and BobbieJo Carroll 
Altar Care is an interesting and rewarding way to volunteer your time at Epiphany.  
It takes a few hours of your time during the month you volunteer your services.  No 
previous experience required! 
If you are interested in joining the Altar Care Ministry team, please contact Bonita Wyatt.   
Call or text:  804 -347 - 5357 
Email: bwyatt@microtelsystems.com 
 

DID YOU KNOW….? 
The silver chalices placed on the altar are covered with a cloth-covered square of stiff cardboard called a pall.  
The pall is used to keep any foreign objects out of the chalice before and after communion. They originated 
because birds would get into the building and nest above the altar. “Look out below.” 

 

YTD August, we had receipts of $455,409 which was 113% of our budgeted receipts of $402,008 and 5% 
higher than 2020.  Expenses were $442,727 and $8,887 unfavorable to plan.  We have a favorable net income 
of $12,682 through August. 
Significant YTD expense variances explained below: 
• Evangelical Outreach was unfavorable $12,365 due to the creation and funding of  Livestreaming services 

using expected 2021 expense favorability. 
• Property Expense was unfavorable $8,466 due to new AC unit in ELNS Director’s office, new floors in 

Christian Ed wing and expense related to water line repair and renovation of Sala bathroom and new 
meeting room 

• Admin Expense was unfavorable $1,959 due to computer upgrades 
Christian Education & Youth is $6,058 favorable due to less than planned expenditures for VBS and 

curriculum  
• Personnel favorable $5,506 due to timing of Continuing Ed expenditures and favorable medical expense 

mailto:bwyatt@microtelsystems.com


 4 

 

Music Ministry 

NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT  
 

Children’s Corner 
 

The Singing Saints will meet beginning in September! In person! We 
will be singing, but we will be doing so with masks. All of us will wear 
masks until everyone in the group is vaccinated. Because singing is a 
“super spreader” activity, we believe this will be the best way to keep 
our young singers safe. 
We will begin meeting on Wednesday, September 15 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Sala Music Center. We will be socially distanced. Rehearsal will 
only be 30 minutes. This is open to all second – sixth graders. We look 
forward to seeing you! There will be prizes for creative and unique 
masks! 
Cherub Choir will NOT be meeting in the fall. We want to wait for a vaccine to become available for this age 
group so that it will be easier to manage and not have masking requirements that need to be met. We are 
gradually trying to get things back to normal…so stay tuned for last minute changes since things change 
quickly sometimes!  
I asked this question last month, but I had no responses! So before I gauge that as no interest, I am going to 
ask again. Do you want “Steel Crossticks” to continue in the fall? This is for 2nd grade through 6th grade. We 
will decide on the best meeting time if there is interest to continue. If you are interested in having the group 
continue, please contact Mr. Kevin at kbarger@epiphanyelca.org by September 21 to indicate your interest. 
Junior Handbells – this will be for 4th-8th graders. We will look to start again in October. This is likely to 
continue on Sunday afternoons as we did during the past year. 
 

Musicians – Instrumentalists and Vocalists 
As we step back into normalcy, we welcome any musicians who would like to share their talents with us in 
morning worship. Please reach out to Kevin at kbarger@epiphanyelca.org, and we 
can talk about available dates and ideas! 
 

Adult Singers – Everyone welcome! 
We will resume adult choirs this month. This is tricky given that singing is 
undeniably a super spreading activity due to aerosol transmission. We plan to resume 
in the safest manner possible. In order to sing as a group, we ask that all participants 
in the choirs be vaccinated and wear masks while singing together as a group. We 
will have opportunities for participants to get singing masks which will make singing 
a bit easier. We recognize that not everyone will be comfortable with these 
requirements, but we feel this is the most responsible that we can be and still be able 
to bring our choirs back in the safest manner possible. 

Requesting Council Member Suggestions from the Congregation 

The 2021 Nominating Team is asking for you to suggest persons to be considered for the list of council 
nominees that will be presented at our annual meeting. For three weeks (9/12, 9/29 
and 9/26), purple slips will be available on the Blue Table under the Display Monitor 
in the Commons for you to recommend persons you feel would be good leaders of 
our congregation. Please place your completed slips in the “Church Office Message 
Dropbox” which is on the wall beside the church office door. To maintain social 
distancing, you may email your suggestions to the church office 
at hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org. 
 

According to our constitution, people eligible to be suggested must be confirmed and communing members 
who have made a contribution of record within the last two years. 

mailto:kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
mailto:kbarger@epiphanyelca.org
mailto:hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org
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Pastor Phillip is in critical need of 9 adult mentors for the confirmation class! 
 
Because COVID cancelled our confirmation mentorships for 2020-
2021, we now have two full classes of confirmands that need to be 
matched with mentors in the congregation. 
 
What is the confirmation mentor ministry? 
 
This backbone of our confirmation program pairs one adult for one 
high-school-aged youth for periodic, regular guided conversations 
about the life of faith. As we all know, familiarity with Christian faith 
is developed and strengthened not simply through classes or lectures 
or the reading of books. Those things can help, but faith is always 
primarily about building relationships—a relationship with the God 
who comes near to us in Jesus and the relationships we have with 
other members of the body of Christ. The counsel, friendship, and 
listening ear that adult mentors can offer our young people in 
confirmation become valuable ways in which those relationships are 
fostered. In fact, studies in youth ministry repeatedly indicate that one of the most influential factors in 
keeping a youth active in the life of faith as they make the transition to adulthood is ongoing, meaningful 
connections with five or more adults in that community of faith.  
  
When an adult volunteers his or her time to make this kind of investment, they are helping form a new 
generation of Christ-followers. However, the mentor relationship is not a one-way street! The mentor’s own 
faith and relationship to the church is also blessed and nurtured through this ministry.  
  
This fall we will be welcoming up to twelve ninth graders into our confirmation ministry and twelve 10th 
graders will continue their confirmation journey. This means we are in need of 9 men to serve as confirmation 
mentors. Can you help? The commitment will be a total of two years (or just one year if you are paired with a 
10th-grader), over which time you will engage a student (the same student each time) in twelve 30-minute 
conversations. Orientation and a conversation guide booklet are provided. Please prayerfully consider being an 
integral part in accompanying a young person in the journey of faith. 
 
Please watch for a sign-up in the Commons later this month or email pmartin@epiphanyelca.org and he can 
answer your questions! 

Faith Formation - Confirmation Mentors 

CALLING ALL COLLEGE ADDRESSES!!! 

The church office needs updated mailing addresses for all of our college/university students. If you are at 

college/university or have a child at college/university this fall, please send 

updated mailing info to hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org or drop it by the church 

office when you come to worship on a Sunday. 

Thank you!! 

****And please let us know if you were involved in one of our “rotating 

schedule” ministries such as Communion Assistants, Ushers, Crucifers etc. The 

team leads will need to know so as to not schedule you during your time away. 

mailto:pastorphillip@epiphanyelca.org
mailto:churchoffice@epiphanyelca.org
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Backpack and Briefcase Blessing  

Sunday, September 5 

Our annual Backpack and Briefcase Blessing is 
scheduled for Sunday, September 5 during 
worship! 
Lanyards are available for children, youth and 
adults to place on their backpacks, laptops, or 

briefcases and will be distribut-
ed on Sunday during worship or 
may be picked up from the 
Commons during the week. 
Join us that day—in-person or 
online—as we pray for stu-
dents, teachers and administra-

tors and they return to school this year! 

Fall Sunday School for Children and Youth 

We’re looking forward to a fall of faith formation filled 

with flexibility as we continue to assess safety and 

health.  Classes may change throughout the fall as we 

gauge class size, teacher availability, and COVID risks. 

Thanks for your grace! 

After Rally Day, classes will gather in the Faith Formation 

wing as follows: 

3 year olds: Room 101 

Pre-K and K:  Room 102 

1st & 2nd graders: Room 104 

3rd & 4th Graders:  Room 201 

5th & 6th Graders:  Room 200 

7th — 12th Graders: Star Lodge 

**Masking is required for ALL children and adult 

participants and leaders** 

 

Sunday School Registration 
Are you planning for your child to attend in-

person Sunday School?  It will help us plan for 
teachers and curriculum if we have an idea 

who to expect in September for Sunday 
School!  

Register today by following this link. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHVw4r8OkIH3jgQL3KWnPl0jUD7CftFlqapxUUXhD8a3Pgtw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Faith Formation 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 

How do you picture the Holy 

Spirit? 

Our imagination is likely to run to 

something like a vague fuzzy 

cloud. Or perhaps we think of an 

invisible, impersonal force. No 

wonder the Holy Spirit is often 

called "it." While Christians affirm 

that the Spirit is the third person of the Trinity, we 

struggle to think of him as a person at all. 

The Bible is clear that the Holy Spirit is a person. 

But how can human beings understand who he is? 

Scripture helps us by giving us strong word pictures 

of the Spirit as wind, fire, a counselor, anointing oil 

and more.  

Join us for an eight-session Adult Sunday 

School Bible Study this fall where you will find that 

your mental picture of the Spirit comes into focus. 

And even better, you will find that you can have a 

real relationship with the third person of the Trinity 

as you experience the power, comfort and gifts that 

flow out from the Spirit.   

Our class starts on Rally Day, September 12 at 

9:45 am in the Bonhoeffer Room (former 

Christian Ed Office) 

Led by Matt Greenshields 

Adult Faith Formation returns this fall with a full schedule throughout the week and on 

Sunday mornings.  See the descriptions below for ways you might keep learning in Christ 

and with community! 

Tuesday mornings @ 10:30 AM, Bible Study, Parlor 

Thursdays @ 9:30 AM, Moms’ Bible Study, Parlor 

Sunday Mornings @ 9:45 AM, two different offerings through December 

NEW(ER) MEMBER CLASS 

 

Are you interested in joining 

Epiphany or have you recently 

joined?  If so, you’re invited to 

a three week class that serves 

as an introduction to the 

community of Epiphany. 

 

Join us as we explore our 

mission together: Walk the Journey.            

Worship the Christ. Witness with Joy. 

 

Dates:  

September 19, September 26, and   

October 3 

 

Location:  

Price Hall 
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MOMS’ BIBLE STUDY                           

Moms of any age, with kids 
of any age, are invited to 
join us for Moms’ Bible 
Study.  We will be meeting 
in the Parlor at church at 
9:30am on Thursday 
mornings.  Masks are 
encouraged for 
everyone.  At this time, we 
will not have a staffed 
nursery for our use.  

Our first series of study will be Simple and Free by 
Jen Hatmaker. We will get the books and study 
guide on 9/16.  If you cannot attend that day and 
still want a book, please let us know.  You can 
contact MBS facilitator, Amy Boyle, 

at aimandbub@msn.com for more info.  

We are looking forward to great discussions and 

lively fellowship!  

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE 

STUDY 

Adults gather on Tuesday 

mornings at  in the parlor to 

study the Book of Ruth using 

the Life Guide series. 

In this study, we meet not 

only Ruth herself but also 

other significant players who populate the 

drama: Naomi, Elimelech, Mahlon, Kilion,    

Orpah and Boaz. In addition there are other 

unnamed characters: a kinsman, reapers,    

elders and neighbors.   

Tuesdays, beginning September  14 

10:30—Noon 

In the Parlor 

Faith Formation 

mailto:aimandbub@msn.com
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September Baptism Birthdays 

“Behind the Scenes” Volunteer Opportunity 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Contact Beth for more information: bbarger@epiphanyelca.org 

 

Sunday Morning Coffee Brewers 
We hope to create a rotating schedule of 4-5 coffee brewers.  

If you’re willing to help out once a month, once a quarter, or as 
a substitute, let us know. 

A special thank you goes to Dan Byerly who has made  
coffee for us over the last 20 years. 

 

Wednesday Evening Meals 

We will NOT be having our Wednesday Evening Meals at this time. 

 

Rally Day Picnic 

We will NOT be having a Rally Day Picnic this year 

due to COVID-19 and the Delta variant. 
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Youth Ministry 

Epiphany Youth Group (EYG) is our ministry to and with 7th through 12th 

grade students.  Lil Youths is our group just for 5-6th grade students.   

EYG RALLY DAY GATHERING – All 7th through 12th grade youth are invited to join us on Rally Day, 
September 12th for lunch, games, and time to connect with new and old friends.  Our pizza lunch will be 
served by your Timothy Ministers at noon. Activities will begin at 12:30 pm and we will end at 2 pm, and 
masks will be required except when we are eating. We will meet in the field beside the Star Lodge…look for 
the “EYG meets here today!” sign. Friends are always welcome! 
 

FALL SCHEDULE – We will meet about every other weekend, on Sunday afternoons, at noon. For those 
who feel comfortable eating lunch, it will be served at noon. Activities will begin at 12:30 pm and we will end 
at 2 pm, and masks will be required except when we are eating. We will meet in the field beside the Star 
Lodge…look for the “EYG meets here today!” sign. Friends are always welcome! 
 

September 12 – RALLY DAY  
September 19 – GROUP BUILDING GAMES  
October 3 – SUMMER 2022 MEETING 
October 10 – MAKING COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES 
October 31 – REFORMATION GAMES 
November 14 – SERVICE PROJECT  
November 28 – LEAF RAKING 
December 12 – ADVENT + CHRISTMAS PARTY  

 

EYG DIRECTORY — Again this year we will be creating an EYG directory with pictures and contact 
information to help us stay connected.  If you have any information to update any and/or if you would like to 
send an updated picture, please send it to epiphanyyouthgroup.va@gmail.com  
 

EYG LEADERSHIP TEAM – Now Accepting Nominations!  Our EYG leadership Team for this coming 
year is looking for at least one representative from 9th 8th and 7th grades.  These persons will meet with and 
communicate with Pastor Joseph, the Leadership Team, and another Timothy Ministers a few times during the 
year to vision and share ideas of what kind of events, service projects, and activities our youth group would 
like be involved in, and also help communicate information with your peers. Our returning Leaders will be 
Cole Domaleski (12th grade), Justin Helberg (11th grade), and Will Burger (10th grade).  We did not mean to 
have all males on our leadership team and would like to have some females!  We can have more than one rep 
for each class, but we do need at least one (so we can also accept additional folks in 10-12th grade if people are 
interested.) If you would like to nominate someone else – or yourself – please let me know. We will ask each 
person nominated to write a brief paragraph on why you would like to serve on the leadership team. These 
responses can be written, email or texted to Pastor Joseph. 
 

Youth+News 
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Community Service Ministry 

Upcoming Opportunities to Serve Our Neighbors 

Now - November 30 Habitat for Humanity Aluminum Can Collection 

Now - September 12 “God’s Work. Our Hands.” project to support Moments of Hope guests 

September 19 - 26 Micah School Supply Collection for Southampton Elementary School 

October 3 - 17 Collection for The McShin Foundation 

October 24 Fall Blood Drive 

October 24 - November 17 Thanksgiving Basket Collection 

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Epiphany's 2021 "God's work. Our hands." project  

is to assemble 72 cleaning supply buckets for the families who come to Moments of Hope 
for food assistance.  

All of the supplies have been ordered and are waiting for YOUR HANDS to prepare them  
on September 12 for distribution. 

 
 
 

Each 10-quart Cleaning Bucket will include … 
 

Comet Cleaner                                409 Multi-Surface Cleaner 
Glass Cleaner                              3 Multi-Use Reusable Cloths 
Toilet Bowl Cleaner                                              Toilet Brush 
Kitchen Trash Bags                                      Microfiber Duster 

Roll of Paper Towels 

Feel free to make a donation to help cover the costs.  
Each completed bucket costs $12.79.  

Please make checks payable to “Epiphany” with “GWOH”  
on the memo line. 

Any additional funds will be sent directly  
to Moments of Hope. 
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Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

MORE MASKS FOR MEMBERS 

With an increase in the number of COVID cases and the more contagious Delta variant, people might like to 
have another homemade mask or two to wear.  

 

Please contact Beth at bbarger@epiphanyelca.org, and let her know if you prefer a mask 
with ties or one with “ear loops”  
 

Remember that there is no charge for the masks. We just want people to have them so that 
they can be safe and healthy and so that they can help keep those who can’t be vaccinated 
safe and healthy, too. 

WHO ARE STEPHEN MINISTERS? 

On September 26th Martine Harris and Kenneth Martin will be commissioned by Pastor Martin as new 
Stephen Ministers for our congregation. They answered the call, followed by five months of intensive training 
with lectures, training manuals, books and discussions, role playing situations, and scripture.   
 

Stephen Ministers are trained to provide confidential one-to-one Christian care to individuals who are hurting 
from loss, illness, grief, depression, divorce, and other life-changing events. A Stephen Minister will visit with 
you as often as needed to listen, pray, support, and encourage. 
 

Martine and Kenny join our current Stephen Ministry Team: Ben Droste, Diane Dillard, Lyle Gleason, Rob 
Hamlin, Jeanette Linka, Carol Mawyer, Susan Nepomuceno, Dave Schiller, and Wayne Shimko. Contact 
Pastor Martin or Ben Droste for more information about Stephen Ministry. 
 

Many other Epiphany members have answered the call to be a Stephen Minister: Mike Horacek, Ginny 
Banister, Debbie Pellmann (also Stephen Leaders), and Cecil Baecher, Sallie Bartholomew, Robyn Bridges, 
Johanna Gattuso, Hanne Hamlin, Joel McKean, Jan Slawinski, April Wallace, Iris Will, and Florence 
Wingard.  
Thank you! 

Blood Drive Results 

Thanks to all who so generously donated at our last blood drive. We collected 24 units, affecting up to  
72 individuals. We are so thankful that Epiphany continues to be a strong supporter of this life-saving 
mission.   
Our next blood drive will take place October 24.  Please call or email Carl 
Erickson with any questions.  

mailto:bbarger@epiphanyelca.org
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LAMB’s BASKET FOOD PANTRY 

Time Commitment: 3.5hours/day 

Epiphany usually sends volunteers on the second 
Friday and third Wednesday of each month to the 
Community Food Pantry to help distribute food  
(Fridays) and stock the shelves (Wednesdays).  

To volunteer or for additional information, call 
the pantry at 565-8007. Inclement weather?  
Check channel 8 for closings, or if Henrico 
schools are closed, then LAMB’s Basket is 
closed. 

Reminder:  
Release forms are required for those under 18 and 
can be found at: www.lambsbasket.org 

Quarterly Newsletter can be found at: 
www.lambsbasket.org 

Epiphany’s Upcoming Dates: 
LAMB’s Basket has resumed a limited schedule and 
is not open on Wednesday or Friday. Please  
volunteer on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 am to Noon 
or as you are available. 
 

Directions from Epiphany to 8419 Oakview Ave: 
Take Glenside Dr. North 
Turn LEFT onto Staples Mill Rd 
Turn RIGHT onto Hermitage Rd 
Turn LEFT onto Oakview Ave. 
Turn RIGHT onto Second Ave. 
Building on the RIGHT on the corner.  
Enter through rear door 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Our Mission Statement:  The Prayer Shawl Ministry has been created to provide comfort for those  

in need of God’s embrace. 
 

One of the most important part of our ministry is to offer our congregation the opportunity to request a Prayer 
Shawl for someone you know that is in need of comfort. Simply go the church office and Hanne can assist 
you with your need. 

 

The Prayer Shawl is a symbol, a garment, shroud, canopy, or cloak which envelopes the wearer both 
physically and spiritually, in prayer and celebration, in joy and sorrow. The Prayer Shawl is a commanded 
blessing, given by God. 
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry open again to meet in person. In this 
regard our group is going to do our best to meet in the parlor on 
the third Tuesday of the month at 11:00 am, September 21. 
 

We are interested in sharing our shawls with the Epiphany 
homebound.  Let us know if you know of someone that would 
benefit from our shawls.  We are blessed to have such 
workmanship. 

Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

LAMB’s Basket Food Drive Results 
 

Our August Food Drive for LAMB’s Basket brought in 230 pounds of food and $520.00 in 
monetary donations. The LAMB’s Basket is very appreciative of 
these contributions.  
 

As always, you are welcome to bring in food or money at any time 
regardless of whether there is a food drive or not. A BIG thank you 
to all who participated. 
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Women’s Ministry 
The Clara Sullivan Circle met once a month by Zoom this summer. We checked in with each 
other about summer plans, celebrations, community service needs and concerns to add to the 
prayer list.   
We are meeting in person on September 8 from 10:00 – 11:30 in the Commons. If we are not 
able to meet in person because of COVID-19 concerns, we will meet by Zoom on 
September 8 from 10:00-11:00.      
Circle members will decide what meeting format is appropriate. Everyone will be kept 
informed by the usual email chain. If needed, the link to the Zoom meeting will be sent 
ahead of the meeting to Circle members.    
If you are interested in joining the Clara Sullivan Circle to share in companionship & 
conversation please call Eileen or Bonita. We will include you in the email chain and send you 
the Zoom link (if needed). Call or text Eileen Johnson 804-513-3005 or Bonita Wyatt 804-
347-5357 for more information about the meetings. Everyone is welcome! 
 

Margaret Miller Circle will meet on September 14, 10 am, in the Commons. No need to be 
a member. All are welcome! You can contact Donna Josephson at dhjosephson11@gmail.com. 
 

Katie Luther Circle will meet in the evening of Thursday, September 9.  Stephanie Horacek will be our 
hostess.  It is still to be determined if we will meet in person or via Zoom. If you are interested in joining our 
evening circle, please contact Tatter Hartmann at tatterh@hotmail.com or 804 338 3578. 

MICAH  
On August 16th, twelve volunteers worked at Southampton Elementary School to help Mrs. Crews, principal, 

get prepared for the students’ return on September 8th. WELL DONE!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two MICAH events in September are:  
• Box lunches for the staff on September 3rd at Southampton - Showing Epiphany’s appreciation for the 

staff/ faculty, Epiphany has provided 70 box lunches, purchased and delivered by Jason’s Deli, during 
their first faculty meeting.  

• School Supplies for Southampton - Donations can be brought to Epiphany September 19-26. A complete 
list is on the school’s website.  
 

Boxes of 24 ct. crayons Glue sticks  Yellow #2 pencils Blunt-tip scissors 
Composition notebooks Highlights  Pink pearl erasers Wide-ruled notebook paper 
3 x 5 Index cards  Dry erase markers Colored pencils 3 x 3 Post-It notes 
 

Due to the lingering COVID-19 pandemic, Richmond City Schools continue to be cautious regarding 
allowing volunteers to serve in the schools. MICAH hopes this climate changes in the near future. Regardless 
of the timing, the need for one-on-one mentors and tutors is here. If you enjoy being with children, please 
consider getting involved with Southampton.  

Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

mailto:dhjosephson11@gmail.com
mailto:tatterh@hotmail.com
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Habitat for Humanity 

Bring your clean, aluminum cans to church! 

 

Did you know recycling cans brings additional funding to Hanover Habitat and helps offset costs associated 

to building our affordable homes and making repairs? 

It’s time again that we need your help collecting cans! From now 

through November 30, we will be collecting cans to both further 

our mission and compete in the Novelis grant. 

There will be three winners, based on how many pounds are 

collected, first place will bring home $10,000!  

In order to be in the top, we need your support! Bring your 

clean cans to church.  

Community Service Ministry, cont’d 

A “Can Cottage” is located at Epiphany near the garage as a 

collection site for aluminum cans to help raise money  

for Habitat for Humanity. Let’s help them continue to raise 

thousands of dollars again this year with your aluminum cans. 

Please Help the Afghan Families 
at Fort Lee 

We are collecting these items  
through September 12. 

 
New... 
Underwear - All sizes 
Sports bras - All sizes 
 
New or gently used... 
Baby clothes 
T shirts - All sizes; for men and 
boys Shorts - All sizes; for 
children  
Day dresses (not too short) - All 
sizes; for women and girls 
 

Loose-fitting, light-weight pants - All sizes; for men 
  
Checks... 
Payable to "Epiphany Lutheran" with "Refugee" on the memo line. 
 

The request is for conservative clothing/items with no logos or inappropriate language. 
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Nursery School News 
We are so excited to be opening our doors again this month!  It has been a joy to see the teachers back in the 

building again.  It will be an even bigger joy to see students return to our classrooms on September 8th!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More news next month!! 

Sincerely,  

Melinda Martin 

Program Director 

SUPPL IES  SUPPL IES  
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Correspondence 
Dear friends, 
Just a note to say how surprised I was on Sunday (July 18) to receive 
altar flowers! ! They are lovely - thank you. 
I keep up with things by way of Hanne's emails. Things seem to be 
returning to normal.  It must be wonderful to sing again. 
With best wishes, 
 

Patricia Thompson  
 
We wish to thank the church for sending us the flowers from the Altar 
on August 22, 2021.  It is so comforting to know that we are thought 
of.  They were the freshest flowers when they arrived and we are still 
enjoying them today.  Blessings to all of you at Epiphany.   
In Christ’s Love,  
 

Bob & Iris Will 

Archives  

a collection of historical documents or records providing information about a place,  
institution, or group of people.  
 
 

Here at Epiphany, we have an Archives Room in the Narthex! Stored behind 
the locked door are the historical records of events that have taken place here 
from the very beginning. This includes various media - documents, photos, 
blueprints, that are stored in protective casings or hard drives. 
 
If you have some extra time to spare, the Archive Team is looking for extra 
volunteers to help them store the important history of our church. 
Computer experience a plus! 
You can contact Barry Westin, cell—804-263-3885 or Hanne in the church office, hham-
lin@epiphanyelca.org. 

Give now to Hurricane Ida Relief 
The impact of Ida is yet to be fully assessed, but with a hurricane of this scale, rebuilding will be costly and 
take years. With extensive experience in accompanying communities throughout the relief and long-term 
recovery phases, Lutheran Disaster Response is working with local ELCA synods and Lutheran social service 
organizations to coordinate a response to Hurricane Ida. Immediate needs will include food, basic necessities 
and temporary housing. Long after the headlines change, Lutheran Disaster Response will continue to 
accompany communities on the journey of rebuilding their homes and lives.  
Your gifts will support survivors of Hurricane Ida. Gifts to "U.S. Hurricanes" will be used in full 
(100%) to assist those affected by hurricanes until the response is complete.  
 

We pray that God’s presence will be felt in the midst of suffering and bring comfort to those who are hurting. 
Together, we can show our neighbors that they are not alone. 
 

Checks or money orders can be sent to: 
Lutheran Disaster Response 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 
Write "Hurricane Ida" on your check memo line. 
 

Give by phone at 800-638-3522 or online 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__community.elca.org_page.redir-3Ftarget-3Dhttps-253a-252f-252fcommunity.elca.org-252fhurricane-2Drelief-26srcid-3D267280-26srctid-3D1-26erid-3Da66cf278-2D2b39-2D40e2-2D8d23-2D87c3809a0406-26trid-3Da66cf278-2
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__community.elca.org_page.redir-3Ftarget-3Dhttps-253a-252f-252fcommunity.elca.org-252fhurricane-2Drelief-26srcid-3D267280-26srctid-3D1-26erid-3Da66cf278-2D2b39-2D40e2-2D8d23-2D87c3809a0406-26trid-3Da66cf278-2
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__community.elca.org_page.redir-3Ftarget-3Dhttps-253a-252f-252fcommunity.elca.org-252fhurricane-2Drelief-26srcid-3D267280-26srctid-3D1-26erid-3Da66cf278-2D2b39-2D40e2-2D8d23-2D87c3809a0406-26trid-3Da66cf278-2
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

Pastor - The Rev. Phillip W. Martin, Jr.,  
pmartin@epiphanyelca.org 

Pastor - The Rev. Joseph L. Bolick,  
jbolick@epiphanyelca.org 

Visitation Pastor - The Rev. Tom Bosserman 
Director of Music Ministry - Kevin Barger,  

kbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Administrative Assistant - Hanne Hamlin,  

hhamlin@epiphanyelca.org 
Coordinator of Volunteers - Beth Barger,  

bbarger@epiphanyelca.org 
Coordinator of Faith Formation Ministries - 

Pastor Sarah Lang,  
slang@epiphanyelca.org 

Finance Manager - Debbie Sexton,  
dsexton@epiphanyelca.org 

Facilities Manager - Tod Mitchell 
tmitchell@epiphanyelca.org 

Technology Assistant Intern - Turner Barger 
tbarger@epiphanyelca.org 

Members in Our Prayers 

 

Although our office is functioning on a reduced 

schedule during the COVID-19 pandemic, we will 

be in the office during these listed times. 

Monday -Thursday: 11:30 am - 2:30 pm. Pastor 

Phillip and Pastor Joseph will be in the office. 

Hanne is in the office, Monday-Thursday, 9am-1pm 

and Friday, 9 am - Noon. 

Beth is in the office, Monday - Thursday, 12 Noon - 

3 pm. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
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Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1400 Horsepen Road 
Monument Ave. at Horsepen Road 
Richmond, VA 23226 
 

Phone: 804-282-6066 
Fax: 804-282-6067 
www.epiphanyelca.org 

 

 

 

 

 

In-Person Worship Times  
Sunday 8:30 am and 10:30 am.  

Beginning September 12: 
Sunday 8:30 am and 11:00 am.  

Sunday School 9:45 am 
 

 
Come join us for worship on 

YouTube at 10:30 am.  

 

Address Service Requested 

 

www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA 
Follow us on Twitter! @EpiphanyELCA 

         Instagram: epiphanyelca   

Audio recordings of sermons can be located on our website from our main 

page “For sermons, click here”. Links to the pastors’ sermon blogs may also be 

found there. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgPxEM3_EDA&feature=youtu.be
http://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheranRVA

